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BIOGRAPHIA  BRITANNIC  A. 


ARTHUR  CAPEL,  eldefl  fori 
of  Arthur,  lord  Capel,  fucceeded  his 
father  in  his  honour  ;  and,  after  the 
reftoration  of  King  Charles  IF.  on  ac- 
count, both  of  his  father's  loyalty  and  fufferings, 
and  his  own  perfonal  merit,  was  advanced  to 
the  dignity  of  viicount  Maiden,  and  earl  of 
EfTex,  April  zo,  1661,  with  remainder  of  the 
fame  honour,  for  want  of  iiTue  male,  to  Henry 
Capel,  Efq;  his  brother,  and  the  heirs  male  of 
his  body  ;  and,  for  want  of  fuch  ilTue,  to  Ed- 
ward Capel,  Efq-  his  younger  brother  ;  he  was 
made  alio  Cuflos  Rotulorum,  and  lord  lieutenant 
.of  the  county  of  Hertford ;  and  fome  time  after, 
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of  the  county  of  Wilts,  during  the  minority  of 
the  duke  of  Somerfet.  In  his  younger  years, 
his  education  was  neglected,  by  reafon  of  the 
civil  wars ;  but,  when  he  came  to  man's  age,  he 
learned  the  Latin  tongue,  and  made  a  great  pro- 
grefs  in  mathematicks,  and  in  all  the  other  parts 
of  learning.  He  knew  our  law  and  conflitution 
well,  and  was  a  very  thoughtful  man.  As  he 
appeared  early  againfl  the  court,  King  Charles 
imputing  it  to  his  refentments,  refolved  to  make 
ufe  of  him  ;  and  accordingly,  in  1670,  fent 
him  embafTador  to  Denmark,  where  his  beha- 
viour in  the  affair  of  the  flag  gained  him  much 
reputation  (a).     At  his  return,  in  1672,  he  was 


(a)  His  behaviour  in  the  affair  of  the  flag  gained  him  great 
reputation.']  The  King  of  Denmark  had  ordered  the  gover- 
nor of  Croonenburgh  to  make  all  (hips  that  pafled  ftrike  to 
Jiim.  So  when  lord  EiTex  was  failing  by,  the  governor  fent 
to  him,  either  to  ftrike  to  him,  or  to  fail  by  in  the  night,  or 
to  keep  out  of  his  reach  :  otherwife  he  muft  (hoot,  firft  with 
powder,  but  next  with  bail.  Lord  EiTex  fent  him  a  refolute 
anfwer,  "  That  the  Kings  of  England  made  others  ftrike  to 
u  them,  but  their  fhips  (truck  to  none  :  He  would  not  (teal 
*«  through  in  the  dark,  nor  keep  out  of  his  reach;  and  \( 
*'  he  (hoc  at  him  he  would  defend  himfelf."  The  governor 
did  (hoot  at  him,  bur  on  deflgn  (hot  over  him  :  or,  according 
to  fome,  tore  bis  rigging-  This  was  thought  great  bravery  in 
his  Iordfbip  :  yet  he  reckoned,  it  was  impofTible  the  governor 
would  endeavour  to  (Ink  a  (hip  that  brought  an  ambafTador. 
Lord  EfTex's  firft  bufinefswas  tojuftify  his  behaviour  in  refil- 
ling to  ftrike.  Now,  ac  his  going  from  England,  Sir  John 
Cotton  had  defined  him  to  take  ,fo me  volumes  of  his.  library 
that  related  to  Danifli  affairs  j — which  he  took,  without  ap- 
prehending that  he  mould  have  great  occation  to  ufe  them  : 
But  this  accident  made  him  fearch  into  them.  And  he  found 
very  good  materials  to  juftify  his  condud;  iince  by  formal 
treaties  it  had  been  exprefsly  ftipulated,  that  the  Englifli  (hips 
of  war  (hould  not  ftrike  in  the  Dani(h  feas.  This  raifed  hi» 
character  Co  high  at  court,  that  it  was  writ  over  to  him,  he 
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fworn  of  the  privy  council,  and  made  lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland.  How  he  came  to  be  raifed 
to  this  pofl  he  could  never  underftand  ;  for  he 
never  had  pretended  to  it ;  and  he  was  a  violent 
enemy  to  popery,  not  To  much  from  any  fixed 
principle  in  religion,  in  which  he  was  too  loofe, 
as  becaufe  he  looked  on  it  as  an  invafion  made  on 
the  freedom  of  human  nature.  He  began  his 
journey  towards  Ireland  July  22,  with  a  very 
noble  equipage,  and  arriving  at  Dublin,  had,  on 
Auguft  5,  the  fword  of  flate  delivered  to  him. 
In  his  government  of  that  kingdom,  he  exceeded 
all  that  had  gone  before  him,  and  was  a  pattern 
to  all  that  mould  come  after.  He  ftudied  to 
Underftand  well  the  conflitution  and  intereft  of 
the  nation.  He  read  over  all  their  council  books, 
and  made  large  abftradls  out  of  them,  to  guide 
him,  fo  as  to  advance  every  thing  that  had  been 
at  any  time  fet  on  foot  for  the  good  of  the 
kingdom.  He  made  feveral  volumes  of  tables 
of  the  flate,  and  perfons  that  were  in  every 
county  and  town  ->  and  got  true  characters  of  all 
that  were  capable  of  ferving  the  publick.  And 
he  preferred  men  always  upon  merit,  without 
any  application  from  themfelves  ;  and  watched 
over  all  about  him,  that  there  mould  be  no  bribes 
among  his  fervants.  But  notwithflanding  thefe 
noble  qualifications,  and  his  great  fervices,  he 
was  recalled  in  1677,  for  complaining  that  pay- 


might  expect  every  thing  he  (hould  pretend  to  at  his  return. 
The  governor  of  Croonenburgh  was  ordered  to  beg  his  pardon 
opon  his  knees  in  the  open  ftreet  ;  which  he  did,  the  earl 
Handing  in  a  balcony  of  his  lodgings. 
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ments  were  not  regularly  made  in  Ireland  (£),  and 
refilling  to  pafs  the  accounts  of  the  earl  of  Ra- 
nelagh, who  had  the  management  of  the  revenue 
in  that  kingdom.  Upon  his  return  to  England, 
he  became  one  of  the  .leading  men  in  the  houfe 
of  lords  -,  and  one  of  thofe  that  declared  againft 
the"  earl  of  Danby.  That  lord  being  foon  after 
difplac^d,  the  earl  of  EfTex  was  admitted  into 
the  new  privy  council,  which  was  formed  upon 
Danby'sdifgrace,and  was  one  of  thofe  four  leading 
members  of  it,  who  had  the  direction  of  affairs  : 
the  Treafury  likewife  being  put  in  commiflion, 
he  was  appointed  firfl  and  chief  commiflioner 
of  it  (r),  on  the  twenty- firft  of  April,  1679. 
But  he  refigned  that  office  (d)  the  nineteenth  of 

(£)  He  was  re- called — for  complaining  that  payments  <wer, 
not  regularly  made  in  Ireland^  The  earl  of  Ranelagh,  wlur 
then  managed  the  revenue  ot  that  kingdom,  had  undertakeo 
to  furniih  the  King  with  money,  for  the  building,  of  Windfon 
out  of  the  revenue  of  Ireland.  And  it  was  believed,  the 
duchefs  of  Portfmouth  had  a  great  yearly  penfipn  out  of  his. 
office.  By  this  means,  payments  in  Ireland  were  not  regularly 
made,  of  which  the  earl  of  EfTex  complained.  The  King 
would  not  own  how  much  he  had  from  lord  Ranelagh,  but 
prefTed  lord  EfTex  to  pafs  his  accounts.  He  anfwered,  He 
could  not  pafs  them  as  accounts  :  but,  if  the  King  would 
forgive  lord  Ranelagh,  he  would  pafs  a  difcharge,  but  not  an 
ill  account.  The  King  was  not  pleafed  with  this,  nor  with 
his  exaclnefsin  that  government  j  it  reproached  his  own  too 
much  £0  he  took  a  refolution  about  this  time  to  difpUce 
the  earl  of  EfTex,  and  to  put  the  duke  of  Ormond  again  in 
his  room. 

(f)  He  iv as  appointed  fa -ft  CommiJJioner  of  the  'Jreafury'] 
Wherein  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  regulating  the  King's  ex- 
pence,  and  the  improvement  of  the  revenue.  His  clear, 
though  flow,  knCey  made  him  acceptable  to  the  King. 

(d)  Ha,  refigned  that  office']  Upon  the  diicovery  of  the 
meal-tub-plot,  he  and  the  ear!  of  Halifax  prefTed  the  King 
vehemently  to  call  a  parliament  immediately.  But  the  King 
thought,  that  If  a  parliament  would  meet  while  all  mens  fpi- 

rits 
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November  following,  and  continued  however 
ftill  of  the  privy  council.  When  the  exclufion 
of  the  Duke  of  York  was  debated  in  the  houfe 
of  lords,  the  earl  of  EiTex  appeared  againft  it  ; 
and  he,  and  the  earl  of  Halifax,  propofed  fuch 
limitations  of  the  Duke's  authority*  when  the 
Crown  mould  devolve  on  him  (*),  as  would  dis- 
able him  from  doing  any  harm  in  church  or 
(late.  He  was  alfo  thus  far  fubfervient  to  the 
court,  as  to  be  for  the  difiblution,  rather  than 
the  prorogation  of  the  parliament,  in  July  1679- 
And  was  one  of  the  chief  perfons  that  occafioned 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth's,  and  the  earl  of 
Shaftsfbury's,  difgrace.  But  feeing  what  violent 
tneafures  were  going  on,  and  particularly  being 
named  as  an  accomplice  in  the  meal-tub 
plot,  he  refigned  his  place,  and  turned  againft 
the  court.  Accordingly,  when  the  Bill  of  Ex- 
clufion was  brought  a  lecond  time  into  the  houfe 

rits  were  fharpened  by  this  new  difcovery,  he  would  find 
them  in  worfe  temper  than  ever.  When  the  King  could  not 
be  prevailed  on  to  do  that,  the  earl  of  EfTex  left  the  Trea- 
fury.  The  King  was  Very  uneafy  at  this.  But  lord  EiTex  waa 
firm  in  his  refolution,  not  to  meddle  with  that  poft  more, 
fince  a  parliament  was  not  called  :  yet,  at  the  King's  earneft 
defire,  he  continued,  for  fome  time,  to  go  to  council. 

(<?)  He  propofed — limitations  of  the  Duke  of  YorKs  authority^ 
Such  as,  the  taking  out  of  his  hand  all  power  in  ecclefiaftical 
matters  ;  the  difpofal  of  the  publick  money  ;  with  the  power 
of  peace  and  war,  and  the  lodging  theie  in  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament j  and  that  whatever  parliament  was  in  being,  or  the 
laft  that  had  been  in  being  at  the  King's  death,  Ihould  meet 
without  a  new  fummons,  upon  it,  and  allume  the  admini- 
ftration  of  affairs.  The  lords  EfTex,  Sunderland,  and  Hali- 
fax, three  of  the  leading  members  in  the  new  privy-council, 
were  for  thefe  limitations  ;  but  the  earl  of  Shaftfbury,  the 
fourth  of  the  managers,  declared  highiy  againft  any  limita- 
tions, which  occafioned  a  breach  between  thofe  lords;  and 
the  three  firft,  joining  together,  were  called  the  Triumvirate, 
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of  lords,  he  argued  vehemently  for  it :  and  made 
an  extraordinary  propofal  for  fecuring  the  expe- 
dients offered  in  the  room  of  that  bill  (/).  In 
February  1680-1,  attended  by  fifteen  peers,  he 
prefented  to  the  King  a  petition,  fubfcribed  by 
himfelf  and  them,  wherein  they  requefted, 
the  parliament  might  not  fit  at  Oxford, 
but     at     Weftminfter     (g).      Alfo,    he    had 

(f)  And  made  an  extraordinary  propofal  for  fecuring  the  ex- 
pedients, &c]  He  moved  in  the  houfe  of  Jords,  That  an 
Aflbciation  fhould  be  entered  into  to  maintain  thofe  expedi- 
ents, and  that  fome  cautionary  towns  lhould  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  AfTociators  during  the  King's  life,  to  make  them 
good  after  his  death.  But  though  this  was  agreed  to,  in  a 
thin  houfe,  it  came  to  nothing ;  the  King  looking  upon  it  as 
a  depofing  of  himfelf. 

(g)  He  prefented  a  petition^  At  the  prefenting  of  it,  he 
made  a  fpeech  to  the  King,  in  the  name  of  himfelf,  and  the 
Jords  by  whom  it  was  fubfcribed  :  wherein  he  declares,  That 
obfervmg  from  hiftory  and  records,  how  unfortunate  many 
afTemblies  had  been,  when  called  at  a  place  remote  from  the 
capital  city  [of  which  he  brings  inftances].  And  confider- 
ing  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs,  the  many  jealoufies  and  dif- 
contenrs  that  were  among  people,  they  had  great  caufe  to  ap- 
prehend, that  the  confequences  of  a  parliament  at  Oxford, 
might  be  as  fatal  to  his  Majefty  and  the  nation,  as  thofe  he 
had  mentioned. — The  grounds  and  reafons  which  they  gave 
for  their  opinions  in  the  petition  itfelf,  were,  That  the  lords 
and  commons  could  not  be  In  fafety  at  Oxford,  but  would  be 
daily  expofed  to  the  fwords  of  the  papifls,  and  their  adherents, 
of  whom  too  many  were  crept  into  his  Majefty's  guards  ;  the 
liberty  of  fpeaking,  according  to  their  confeiences,  would 
be  thereby  deftroyed  ;  and  the  validity  of  all  their  acts  and 
proceedings,  concerning  it,  left  difpurable.  The  ftreightnefs 
of  the  place  did  no  way  admit  of  fuch  a  concourfe  of  per- 
fons  as  now  follows  every  parliament.  The  witnefTes  that 
were  necefTary  to  give  evidence  againft  the  popilh  lords, 
judges,  and  others,  whom  the  commons  had  impeached,  or 
had  refolved  to  impeach,  could  neither  bear  the  charge  of 
going  thither,  nor  truft  themfelves  under  the  protection  of  a 
parliament,  that  was  itfelf  evidently  under  the  power  of 
guards  and  foldiers. 
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an  interview  with  the  earl  of  Shaftfbury,  before 
he  fet  out  for  Holland  ;  and  generally  converfed 
with  him,  and  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  lord 
Ruflel,  Algernon  Sidney,  and  other  perfons  that 
were  thought  difafFected.  All  which  fteps  ren- 
dered him  fo  obnoxious  to  the  court,  that  he 
was  ftruck  out  of  the  lift  of  the  privy  counfel- 
lors.  And,  in  June,  1683,  being  accufed  by 
the  lord  Howard  of  Efcrick,  of  being  concerned 
in  the  Rye-houfe  confpiracy,  called  otherwife  the 
Phanatic  or  Proteftant  plot,  he  was  committed 
to  the  Tower  (b).  On  the  thirteenth  of  July  fol- 

(bj  Being  accufed — of  being  concerned  in  the  Rye-houfe  con- 
fpiracy—be  was  committed  to  the  Tower.  ]  Before  he  waa 
impeached,  he  ftaid  for  fome  time  at  his  houfe  in  the  coun- 
try, and  teemed  (b  little  apprehenfive  of  danger,  that  his  own 
lady  did  not  imagine  he  had  any  concern  on  his  mind.  He 
was  offered  to  be  carried  away  very  fafely ;  but  he  would  not 
ftir.  His  tendernefs  for  lord  RulTel  was  the  caufe  of  it .  for, 
he  thought  his  going  out  of  the  way  might  incline  the  jury 
to  believe  the  evidence  the  more,  for  his  abfconding.  He 
feemed  refolved,  as  foon  as  he  faw  how  that  went,  to  take 
care  of  himfelf.  When  a  party  of  horfe,  that  was  fent  to 
fetch  him  up,  came  to  his  houfe,  he  was  at  firft  in  fome  dif- 
order,  yet  he  recovered  himfelf.  But,  when  he  came  before 
the  council,  he  was  in  much  confufion.  He  was  lent  to  the 
Tower ;  and  there  he  fell  under  fo  great  a  depreffion  of  fpi- 
lit,  that  he  could  not  fleep  at  all.  He  had  fallen  before  that 
twice  under  great  fits  of  the  fpleen,  which  returned  now 
upon  him  with  more  violence.  He  fent  by  a  fervant,  whom 
he  had  long  trufted,  a  very  melancholy  meflage  to  his  wife ; 
"  That  what  he  was    charged  with   was  true  :    He   was 

"  forry  he  had  ruined  her,  and  her   children." But 

when  he  found  how  {he  took  his  condition  to  heart,  without 
feeming  concerned  for  her  own  (hare  in  it,  he  was  much 
calmer.  As  to  this  plot,  very  few  now  believe  that  the  earl 
of  Eflex,  lord  RulTel,  &c.  had  fo  great  a  fliare  in  it,  as  the 
court  then  affirmed.  'Tis  very  poffible,  that  the  evident  vio- 
lations of  liberty  and  property,  improved  by  the  nearer  prof- 
peds  of  popery,  might  provoke  many  of  t^e  nobility  and. 

gentry 
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lowing,  he  was  found  in  a  clofet  of  his  lodgings 
there,  with  his  throat  miferably  cut.  The  coro- 
ner's jury  brought  in  their  verdict,  the  next 
day,  that  he  had  voluntarily  and  felonioufly  kil- 
led and  murthered  himfelf ;  but  it  was  then,  and 
hath  fince  been,  thought,  that  he  was  murdered 
by  Paul  Bomeaey,  a  French  fervant  who  at- 
tended him  (/).     His  body  was  carried  into  Hert- 


gentry  to  enter  into  fome  meafures  for  flopping  the  torrent 
of  the  court,  and  providing  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  efta- 
blifhed  laws  and  religion.  But  ftill  without  having  recourfe 
to  thofe  violent  and  bloody  means,  which  a  few  ram  and  in- 
confiderate  defperadoes  ran  headlong  into. 

(i)  It  was  then,  and  has  fince  been  thought ,  that  he  nvat 
murdered \  &c]  The  world  was  much  divided  about  this 
lord's  murder,  at  the  time  when  it  happened,  and  hath  beeri 
lb  ever  fince.  One  fide  maintained,  that  he  murdered  him- 
felf ;  and  fo  the  coroner's  inqueli  found  it. The  infor- 
mation given  by  Bomeney  in  favour  of  this  opinion,  was  as 
follows ;  "  That  when  my  lord  EfTex  came  to  the  Tower, 
*i  which  was  the  i  ith  of  July,  he  alked  him  (Bomeney)  for 
"  a  penknife  to  pare  his  nails  as  he  was  wont  to  do  ;  to 
H  which  Bomeney  anfwered,  Being  come  in  hafte,  he  had 
<«  not  brought  it,  but  he  would  fend  for  one  ;  and  accord- 
**  ingly  fent  the  footman  with  a  note  for  feveral  things  for 
"  my  lord,  amongft  which  the  penknife  was  inlerted;  and 
««  the  footman  went,  and  gave  the  bill  to  my  lord's  fteward, 
«'  who  fent  the  provifions,  but  not  the  penknife ;  and  told 
"  the  footman  he  would  get  one  next  day. — Accordingly,  on 
"  the  1 2th  in  the  morning,  before  my  lord  was  up,  Bomeney 
**  fent  the  footman  home  with  a  note  to  the  fteward,  in  which, 
«<  amongft  other  things  he  allied  for  a  penknife  for  my  lord  : 
«•  When  the  footman  was  gone,  about,  or  a  little  after  eight 
««  o'clock,  my  lord  fent  Mr.  RuiTel,  his  warder,  to  Bomeney, 
41  who  came,  and  then  he  afked  him,  If  the  penknife  was 
"  come?  Bomeney  laid,  No,  my  lord,  but  I  ihall  have  it  by 
0  and  by  ;  to  which  my  lord  faid,  That  he  mould  bring  him 
«1  one  of  his  razors,  it  would  do  as  well :  And  then  Bomeney 
**  went  and  fetched  one,  and  gave  it  my  lord,  who  began  to 
*'  pare  his  nails,  and  then  Bomeney  went  out  of  the  room 
44  into  the  paffage  by  the  door  on  Friday  the  13th,  and  began 
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fordfhire,  and  interred  in  a  vault  belonging  to 
the  family,  in  the  parifh-church  of  Watford. 
As  to  his  charadler,  he  was  a  perfon  of  an  agree- 


"  to  talk  with  the  warder,  and  a  little  while  after  he  went 
"  down  flairs  j  and  foon  after  came  the  footman  with  the 
"  provilions,  and  brought  alio  a  penknife,  which  Bomeney 
44  put  upon  his  bed,  and  thought  my  lord  had  no  more  need 
"  of  it,  becaufe  he  thought  he  had  pared  his  nails ;  and  then 
"  Bomeney  came  up  to  my  lord's  chamber,  about  eight  or 
"  nine  in  the  forenoon  of  Friday  the  13th,  with  a  little  note 
44  from  the  fteward  ;  but  not  finding  his  lord  in  the  chamber, 
u.  went  to  the  clcfe-ftool  clofet  door,  and  found  it  Ihut ;  and 
*'  he  thinking  his  lord  was  bufy  there,  went  down  and  .(laid 
"  a  little,  and  came  up  again,  thinking  his  lord  had  been 
44  come  out  of  the  clofet,  and  finding  him  not  in  the  cham- 
44  ber,  ho  knocked  at  the  door  with  his  finger,  thrice,  and 
44  faid,  My  lord?  But  nobody  anfwering,  he  took  up  the 
44  hanging,  and  looking  through  the  chink,  he  faw  blood, 
44  and  a  part  of  the  razor }  whereupon  he  called  the  warder, 
44  RufTel,  and  went  down  to  call  for  help ;  and  the  faid  RufTel, 
**.  pufhed  the  door  open,  and  there  they  f3W  my  lord  of  EfTex 
44  all  along  the  floor,  without  a  peruke,  and  all  full  of  blood, 

44  and  the  razor  by  him." Thomas  Ruffel's  information,- 

printed  at  the  end  of  this,  is  to  the  fame  purpofe,  except, 
that  it  mentions  only  the  1 3th  of  July.  And  to  render  this 
account  the  more  probable,  it  is  faid,  That  lord  EfTex  had  got 
into  an  odd  fet  of  fome  ftrange  principles  :  and  in  particular 
he  thought,  a  man  was  the  mailer  of  his  own  life  ;  and 
feemed  to  approve  of  what  his  wife's  great-grandfather,  the 
earl  of  Northumberland,  did,  who  fhot  himfelf  in  the  Tower 
after  he  was  arraigned.  Ke  had  alfo  very  black  fits  of  the 
fpleen. 

Bur,  on  the  other  hand,  in  order  to  prove,  that  the  earl  of 
EfTex  did  not  murder  himfelf,  iris  alledged,  1.  That  he  was 
a  nobleman  of  moft  virtuous  and  religious  principles,  of  the 
greateit  iedatenefs  of  mind,  lead  fubject  to  the  undue  agita- 
tion of  unruly  paffions,  and  moft  under  the  conduct  of  a 
calm,  Heady,  ftrong,  clear,  and  well-poifed  reafon,  of  any 
man  That  the  perfons,  who  were  reported  to  have  heard 
him  fay  what  is  mentioned  above,  concerning  his  great-grand- 
father, being  afked  about  it,  declared,  they  never  htard  any 
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able  ftature,  flender  in  body,  adorned  with  » 
comely  countenance,  mixed  with  gravity  and 
fweetnefs,  and  was  eafy  of  accefs  ;  his  mind  was 


fuch  thing  from  him  :  that  his  lady  in  particular  affirmed,  that 
he  ufed  to  fpeak  againft  felf-murder  with  an  emotion  beyond 
what  was  cuftomary  to  him,  and  that  he  often  declared, 
That  no  circumftances  whatfoever  could  extenuate  the  guilt, 
or  JefTen  the  infamy,  of  (a  unnatural  and  wicked  a  fact. 
a.  That  he  could  have  no  fuch  premeditated  defign.  For, 
the  day  before  his  murder,  he  had  ordered  his  fervants  to 
bring  up  out  of  the  country  feveral  vefTels  of  Giver,  neceflfary 
for  drefling  of  victuals.  And  had  laid  in  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  the  beft  of  wines  Moreover,  that  he  had  given  private 
directions  to  his  fteward,to  place  himfelf  as  conveniently  as  he 
could  at  the  lord  RuflePs  trial,  the  better  to  take  the  evidence 
againft  him  in  ftiort  hand,  and  convey  it  to  him.  3.  That 
the  news  of  the  earl  of  Effex's  murder  was  publickly  talked 
of  at  feveral  diftant  places,  before  it  was  perpetrated  $  namely, 
two  days  before,  at  Andover  in  Hampfliire  :  the  day  before, 
at  Warminfter  in  Wiltshire  -,  arid  the  fame  day  it  was  com- 
mitted, at  Froom  in  Somerfetfhire,  ninety  miles  from  London. 
And,  therefore  that  it  was  contrived,  and   done  by  others, 

4.  That  Jane  Lodeman,  a  young  woman  about  thirteen,  and 
"William  Edwards,  a  youth  between  thirteen  and  fourteen 
years  of  age,  being  at  the  Tower  that  morning  the  earl  ot 
Effex  was  found  murthered,  they  faw  a  bloody  razor  thrown 
out  of  his  chamber-window  :  which  the  boy  going  to  take 
up,  a  fhort  woman,  in  a  white  hood,  came  out  of  captain 
Hawley's  houfe,  where  the  earl  lodged,  and  fnatching  up  the 
razor  carried  it  in  ;  immediately  after  which,  murder  was 
cried  out.  The  boy  denied  this  afterwards,  but  is  faid  to 
have  been  terrified  by  one  of  his  lifters,  who  told  him,  that 
he  would  ruin  his  father  (who  had  a  place  in  the  cuftom- 
houfe)  and  the  reft  of  the  family,  if  he  perfifted  in  it,  and 
would  bring  both  himfelf  and  his  father  to  be  hanged.  The 
prevarication  of  chief  juftice  Jefferies  and  captain  Hawley, 
was  very  glaring  upon  this  point :  for  they  infitted,  that  no- 
thing could  be  well  thrown  out  of  the  clofet-window  where 
the  earl  was  found  murdered ;  whereas  the  boy  and  girl 
both,    fpoke  of  the  chamber,   not  of  the  clofet-window  ; 

5.  That  the  (print  of  a  bloody  foot  appeared  on  one  of  my 
lords  ftockings.    That  the  neck,  or  middle  of  his  cravat,  was 

cut 
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fedate,  but  his  difcourfes  were  generally  free  and 
pleafant ;  and  his  demeanour  very  civil  ;  his 
promifes  were  real  and  fincere  •    his  reprimands 


cut  in  four  pieces ;  and  tied  fo  hard,  that  there  was  reafon 
to  guefs,  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  ftrangle  him  with  it. 
6.  That  his  lordfhip's  body  was  taken  out  of  the  clofet,  where 
it  was  found,  Gripped  and  waflied,  and  the  cloaths  carried 
away ;  and,  alfo  the  clofet  and  room,  were  warned,  before 
the  coroner's  inqueft  were  permitted  to  fit  on  the  body  ; 
which  was  not  till  the  day  after  the  murder  was  committed. 
One  of  the  jury  defiring  to  fee  the  clothes,  the  coroner  told 
him,  "  They  were  called  to  fit  upon  my  lord's  body,  and 
"  not  on  his  clothes  ;  and  that  it  was  fufficient  they  had  feen 
"  the  body,  and  received  an  account  upon  oath  how  it  was 
"  found."  7.  That  it  was  impoflible  the  earl  fhould  cut  his 
own  throat  in  the  manner  it  was  done.  The  two  chirurgeons 
who  viewed  the  body  with  the  coroner;  depofed,  "  That  the 
"  throat  was  cut  from  one  jugular  to  the  other,  and  through 
"  the  wind-pipe  and  gullet,  unto  the  vertebres  of  the  neck, 
"  both  jugular  veins  being  alfo  quite  divided."  Now,  the 
razor  wherewith  he  was  faid  to  have  killed  himfelf,  being  a 
fmall  French  razor,  about  four  inches  and  a  half  long  at 
moft,  without  fpill  or  tongue  at  the  end  of  the  blade,  it 
could  not  be  held  with  ftrength  and  fteadinefs  fufficient  to 
make  fuch  a  wound,  a  wound  eight  inches  long  and  four 
inches  deep,  unlefs  the  hand  and  fingers  grafped  two  inches 
of  it  at  Ieaft  ;  and  how  the  other  two  inches  and  a  half  of 
the  razor,  could  make  fuch  a  long  and  deep  wound,  as  de- 
fcribed  by  the  chirurgeons,  is  incredible.  8.  In  fhort,  it  is 
faid,  That  this  murder  was  committed  by  the  Duke  of  York's 
contrivance  and  direction,  and  perpetrated  by  the  earls  of 
Sutherland  and  Fever/ham,  and  Paul  Bomeney,  my  lord's 
valet  de  chambre.  In  proof  of  which  it  is  obferved,  9.  That 
the  King  and  Duke  of  York  were  that  morning  in  the  Tower, 
from  fix  o'clock  till  nine,  where  they  had  not  been  for  twelve 
years  before.  10.  That  thecentinels,  which  ufed  to  be  changed 
every  two  hours,  continued  upon  duty  from  four  to  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning  ;  being,  probably,  perfons  that  could  beft  be 
trufted.  However,  that  the  day  but  one  dfter  the  murder, 
they  were  called  together,  and  ftrictly  charged  not  to  ipeak 
of  what  they  had  feen  or  heard.  But  captain  Hawley  having 
whifpered  fomething  about  it,  was  found  murthered.     And 

Robert 
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■*  fmart  and  ingenious,  having  a  quick  apprehen- 
fion  ;  good  elocution,  found  judgment,  great 
courage,  and  refolution  unalterable  ;  he  was  al- 
ways wary  and  circumfpedt  in  council,  where  he 
endeavoured  to  obftrucT  all  arbitrary  power,  and 
the  increafe  of  the  popifli  interefl,  having  a  par- 
ticular regard  for  the  eftabliflied  religion  of  his 
country  :  tho'  others  affirm,  that  he  was  too 
Joofe  in  point  of  religion  ;  and  that  he  had  an 
odd  fet  of  fome  flrange  principles.  With  regard 
to  his  political  notions,  he  thought,  the  obliga- 


-Robert  Meak,  one  of  the  centinels,  not  being  (o  Client  as  de- 
fired,  was  murdered,  and  thrown  into  the  Tower-ditch. 
1 1 .  That  a  gate,  at  the  lower  end  of  thofe  apartmentg 
Vhere  my  lord  EfTex  was  confined,  which  ufed  to  (land  open 
from  morning  till  night,  was  all  that  morning  kept  mut,  by 
a  fpecial  order,  till  his  lordfhip  was  dead.  12.  That  the 
King  and  Duke  having  been  at  the  lieutenant's  houfe,  about 
the  middle  of  the  alley  where  the  earl  was  imprifoned,  the 
Duke  did  foon  after,  with  feveral  waiting  upon  him,  withdraw 
from  the  King,  down  into  the  alley,  the  gate  whereof  was 
ftill  kept  (hut.  13.  That  the  Duke  having  withdrawn  from 
the  King,  feveral  perfons  were  immediately  fent  from  his  fide 
towards  the  earl  of  EfTex's  lodgings,  which  returned  not  till 
after  his  death.  1 4.  That  Paul  Bomeney  was  juftly  fufpecled 
by  the  reft  of  my  lord's  fervants,  by  the  Iaft  earl  of  Eflex, 
and  many  other  oerfons,  10  be  the  author  of  his  mailer's  cieath. 
Upon  that  fufpicion,  the  countefs  difmifTed  him  out  of  the 
family.  But  he  was,  thereupon,  cherimed  and  entertained 
by  the  court,  and  made  one  of  the  life-guards.  As  an  evi- 
dence of  his  guilt,  he  was  extremely  frightened  at  the  enquiry 
made  into  his  matter's  death-  15.  But  that  the  court  was 
alfo  acceflbry  to  this  murder,  is  ftrongly  fufpected,  becaufe 
they  fo  earneflly  difcouraged  all  manner  of  enquiry  into  it. 
For  one  Mr.  Lawrence  Braddon,  who  was  very  active  in  dis- 
covering the  true  authors  of  this  barbarous  murder,  was  fined 
2000I.  in  the  King's-bench,  and  Mr.  Hugh  Speke  iooc-1. 
After  all,  by  whom  it  was  committed,  is  one  of  thofe  fecrets, 
which  cannot  be  fully  revealed  till  the  lad  great  day  of  ac- 
counts. 

tion. 
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tion  between  Prince  and  fubject  were  fo  equally 
mutual,  that  upon  a  breach  of  the  one  fide,  the 
other  was  free.  He  was  very  temperate  in  his 
diet,  Uriel:  in  his  juftice,  tender  of  his  honour, 
and  conftant  to  his  friend ;  he  delighted  much  in 
his  library,  which  enabled  him  to  fpeak  on  all 
occafions  with  applaufe,  and  would  fpend  his 
vacant  hours  in  viewing  of  records,  and  learning 
the  mathematicks.  Thefe  were  his  diverfions, 
together  v/ith  recreating  himfelf  in  his  fine  gar- 
dens, and  pleafant  groves,  which  were  of  his 
own  plantation.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Algernon  earl  of  Northumberland,  by 
whom  he  had  fix  fons  and  two  daughters.  But, 
only  Algernon,  the  fifth  fon,  and  the  youngefl 
daughter  furvived  him.  Her  name  was  Ann, 
and  fhe  was  married  to  Charles  earl  of  Carlifle. 

Algernon,  Earl  of  Efiex,  was  gentleman  of 
tbe  bed-chamber  to  King  William,  colonel  of  a 
regiment  of  dragoons,  ferved  under  him  in  Flan- 
ders, diftinguifhed  himfelf  at  the  battle  of  Lan- 
den,  and  attended  at  the  great  congrefs  in  1 690. 
In  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  he  was  conftable  of 
the  Tower  of  London,lieutenant  general  of  her  ar- 
mies,and  colonel  of  Dragoons.  He  was  alfo,  in  both 
reigns,  lord  lieutenant  and  Cuftos  Rotulorum  of 
Hertfordfhire  and  St.  Albans.  He  died  Jan.  10, 
1709-10.  leaving  iflue  by  the  lady  Mary  Ben- 
tick,  elded  daughter  of  William  earl  of  Port- 
land, William  the  late  earl  of  EfTex,  and  two 
daughters,  the  lady  Elizabeth,  and  the  lady 
Mary.  William  the  prefent  earl  of  Effex  is 
under  age. 
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WRITTEN    BY    HIS   EXCELLENCY 

ARTHUR    CAPEL, 
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To  Mr.  Hugh  May. 

Coufin,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  5.  1674-5. 

YOURS  of  the  4th  of  December  hath  come  to 
my  hands,  wherein  you  have  paid  me  a  greater 
acknowledgment  for  the  fmall  prefent  which  my 
brother  fent  you  by  my  dinclion,  than  fo  flight  a 
thing  deferves.  I  have  received  many  kindneffe* 
from  you  fince  my  being  here,  and  indeed  your  friend- 
ship is  that  which  I  value  very  much,  and  I  doubt 
not  of  the  continuance  thereof.     In  the  ftation  where 
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I  am,  my  abfence  from  the  court  often  expofeth 
both  my  words  and  actions  to  mifreprefentations  of 
divers  kinds,  and  therefore  I  cannot  but  ftand  in 
need  of  the  afliftance  of  thofe  who  are  difpofed  to  be 
juft  to  me  in  the  offices  of  a  true  friend  ;  and  as  I 
have  ever  found  you  favourable  to  my  concerns,  fo 
you  may  aflure  yourfelf  of  my  reality  in  ferving  you 
whenever  an  occafion  fhall  offer,  of  exprefling  myfelf, 
Your  molt  affectionate  kinfman, 
and  moft  faithful  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


cooeeeoase*ooM***M6ooeMMoooliM«ee 


To  Mr.   Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,   Jan.  5.   1674-5. 

I  Am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the 
2,2d  of  December,  wherein  you  mention  a  book 
that  was  newly  publifhed,  concerning  the  cruelties 
committed  in  Ireland  at  the  beginning  of  the  late 
war  :  upon  further  enquiry  I  find,  Sir  J.  Temple, 
matter  of  the  rolls  here,  author  of  that  book,  was 
thrs  laft  year  fent  to  by  feveral  ftationers  of  London, 
to  have  his  confent  to  the  printing  thereof ;  but  he 
afTures  me,  that  he  utterly  denied  it,  and  whoever 
printed  it  did  it  without  his  knowledge.  Thus  much 
I  thought  fit  to  add  to  what  I  formerly  faid  upon 
this  occafion,  that  I  might  do  this  gentleman  right 
in  cafe  it  were  fufpe&ed  he  had  any  (hare  in  pub- 
lifhing  this  new  edition.  You  will  herewith  in- 
clofed  receive  a  draft  of  a  letter  prepared  for  his 
Majefty's  fignature,  itfelf  ftates  the  cafe  for  which 
it  is  propofed  :  in  fhort  'tis  thus,  the  AcT:  of  Uni- 
formity provides,  upon  the  penalty  of  lofs  of  their 
preferment,  that  all  beneficed  clergymen,  fellows  of 
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colleges,  &c.  do,  by  a  certain  time  therein  pre* 
fixed,  fubfcribe  the  Declaration,  or  acknowled  m:nt 
therein  contained.  Several  of  the  fellows  of  ^his 
college  have  happened  to  Hip  their  time,  not  through 
any  ill  principle,  but  barely  through  inadve-tency,  as 
my  lord  primate,  their  vice  chancellor,  informs  me  ; 
and  indeed,  many  good  and  conformable  men  ;  yet, 
however,  by  the  letter  of  the  law,  they  are  de- 
prived. Therefore  I  defire  you  would  move  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  fend  this  inclofed,  directed  to  the  provoft 
of  the  college,  that  they  may  be  reftor?d  to  their 
places.  Having  nothing  further  to  trouble  you  with, 
I  remain, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  Our  well    beloved  Dr.   Thomas  Serle,    Our 
Provoft  of  Trinity  College,    near  Dublin. 

RIGHT  trufty,  &c.  We  greet  you  well. 
Whereas  by  an  ac~T.  of  parliament,  intitled, 
"  An  ac"r.  for  the  Uniformity  of  Publick  Prayers," 
it  is  among  other  things  enacted,  That  all  matter, 
and  other  heads,  fellows,  chaplains,  and  tutors  of 
and  in  any  college,  hall,  houfe  of  learning,  or  hof- 
pital,  (hall  before  the  29th  d.y  of  September  1667, 
or  at  or  before  his  or  their  refpe&ive  admiflions, 
fubfcribe  the  Declaration  or  acknowledgment  in  the 
faid  act:  contained,  under  the  penalties  and  forfeitures 
in  the  faid  acl:  mentioned.  And  whereas  William 
Pallifer,  Nathaniel  Foye,  James  Kyan,  John  Pooley^ 
George  Mercer,  have  been  according  to  ftatutes  of 
Our  college  of  Dublin  in  Our  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
made,  admitted    and  eftablifhed  fenior   fellows,  and 
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Patrick  Fkzfimons,  Tobias  Pullen,  Patrick  Chriftian, 
Richard   Aclon,     Thomas   Wallis,     Philip  Barber, 
Giles   Pooley,   George  Brown,  and  William  Floyd, 
junior  fellows    of  Our  faid    college.     And  whereas 
the  faid  William  Pallifer,  and  the   faid  other  perfons, 
having,    as   We    are  informed,   overfeen  the  affixed 
claufe  in   the  faid  acl,  or  not  conceiving  themfelves 
included  therein,  have  for  fome  time  omitted  to  fub- 
fcribe   the  faid   Declaration,   in  manner    as   by   the 
faid  acl  is  required  ;  but  of  which  failure  of  theirs  being 
lately  made  fenfible,  they  have,    as  We  are  informed, 
tho'  not  within  the  time  limited   by  the  faid  acl:,  fo- 
lemnly  declared  and   fubfcribed  to  the  faid  Declara- 
tion in  the  faid  acl:  mentioned,  before  the  moft  reve- 
rend father  in  God,  James,    lord  archbifhop  of  Ard- 
magh,   primate  of  all   Ireland,    and  vice  chancellor 
©f  Our  faid  college.     And  whereas  the  faid  Pallifer 
and  the   faid  other  perfons  having  by  their  omiflion 
as  aforefaid  juftly  incurred  Our  difpleafure,  and  be- 
come liable  to  the  penalty  by  the  faid  adl  to  be  in— 
flicled  on  them  ;  yet  in  regard  it  hath  been   hum- 
bly reprefented  unto    Us   by   Our   right  trufty  and 
right  well  beloved  coufin  and  counfellor  Arthur  earl 
of  Effex,    lord   lieutenant  general   and   governor  of 
Our  faid  kingdom  of  Ireland,  that  the  faid  omiflion 
or    failure   of  fubfcribing,  was  not  in    contempt  of 
Our  faid  acl,  or  difloyalty  to  Us,  but  rather  in  not 
knowing  or  not  remembring  the  faid  Declaration  'y 
and  that  the  faid  perfons,   (the  faid  omiflion  excepted) 
as  alfo  the  whole  fociety  of  Our  faid  college,  have 
conftantly  demeaned   themfelves  with   all  loyalty  to 
Us,  and  conformity  to   the  faid  ftatutes  of  Our  faid 
college  :  We  therefore  in  Our  princely  confederation 
had  of  the  ^remifTes,  do  require  and  command  you, 
on  fight   hereof,  to    re-admit,  reftore,   and   confirm 
the  faid  William  Pallifer,    Nathaniel  Foye,    James 
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Kyan,  John  Pooley,  and  George  Mercer,  into  the 
fenior  fellowfhips  of  the  faid  college  ;  and  the  faid 
Patrick  Fitzfimons,  Tobias  Pullen,  Patrick  Chriftian, 
Richard  Acton,  Thomas  Wallis,  Philip  Barber, 
Giles  Pooley,  George  Brown,  and  William  Loyd, 
into  the  junior  fellowfhips  of  the  faid  college,  ac- 
cording to  fuch  places,  feniority  and  precedency 
as  each  of  them  before  held  or  enjoyed  the  fame. 
And  We  do  hereby  re-admit,  reftore,  and  confirm 
them  in  their  faid  places  in  manner  as  aforefaid,  to  be 
held  and  enjoyed  by  them  together,  with  all  falaries, 
profits,  and  emoluments  belonging  and  appertaining 
to  the  fenior  and  junior  fellow/hips  refpeclively,  for, 
and  during  their  refpective  refidence  in  Our  faid 
college,  each  of  the  faid  junior  fellows  fo  to  conti- 
nue until  admitted  as  fenior  fellows.  And  further, 
in  Our  tender  care  of  Our  faid  college  and  univer- 
ilty,  We  do  hereby  ratify  and  confirm  all  and  every 
thing  and  things  which  the  faid  fellows,  or  any  of 
them,  have  done  purfuant  to  the  laws,  orders,  and 
ftatutes  of  the  faid  college,  iince  their  faid  omiffion 
of  fubfcribing  or  declaring  as  aforefaid  ;  and  require 
that  what  hath  been  acted  by  them  as  aforefaid,  be 
conftrued  and  held  to  be  as  firm  and  valid  as  if  no 
fuch  failure  or  omiilion  had  been  -,  for  which  this 
fhall  be  the  warrant.     Given,  &c. 


To  the  Earl  of  Suffolk. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  5,   1674-5. 

I  Have  received  your  lordfhip's  of  the  26th  of  De- 
cember, concerning  the  intereft  due  to  your  lord- 
fhip  from  the  commiiTioners  of  the  treafury  here  for 
5000I.  being  their  Lift  payment  to  your  lordfhip.  I 
made  the  agreement  with  them  on  your  lordihip's  be- 
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half,  that  they  fhould  pay  the  money  at  a  certain 
day,  viz.  on  the  ioth  of  January  laft,  and  that  if  they 
failed  of  their  part,  they  mould  allow  intereft  at 
io  per  cent,  for  fo  long  as  they  mould  detain  the 
money  in  their  hands,  or  not  fubfcribe  fiich  align- 
ments on  the  farmers,  as  the  farmers  would  accept  of; 
and  alfo,  that  in  cafe  the  exchange  fhould  rife  higher 
to  your  lordfhip's  difadvantage,  who  mufr.  return  it 
into  England,  they  were  to  bear  the  lofs,  and  to  make 
it  up  to  your  lordfhip,  as  the  money  might  be  re- 
turned at  the  fame  rate  as  if  it  had  been  paid  in  by 
the  time  they  engaged  for  it.  The  5000 1.  has  long 
time  been  afligned  on  the  farmers,  but  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  treafury  conceiving  they  had  dealt  very 
well  with  your  lordfhip  in  making  payment  of  fo 
great  a  fum,  and  it  happening  that  the  exchange  did* 
alter  much  for  your  lordfhip's  advantage  when  they 
afligned  the'  money,  they  hoped  that  your  lordfhip 
would  not  expect  intereft  for  it,  and  defired  me  to 
write  to  your  lordfhip  againft  my  lord  Ranelagh's 
going  over,  concerning  the  matter,  and  told  my 
lord  my  lord  Ranelagh  would  difcourfe  it  further 
with  you.  I  indeed  forgot  to  write  to  your  lordfhip 
at  that  time,  but  now  fince  I  have  received  your  let- 
ter, I  defire  your  lordfhip  will  pleafe  to  difcourfe  this 
matter  again  with  iny  lord  Ranelagh,  and  let  me 
hear  from  you  afterward,  and  then  I  mail  give  order 
in  the  affair.     I  am,   with  perfect,  truth, 

Your  lordfhip's  mofl  faithful, 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To 
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To  Mr.    Harbord. 

Mr.  Harbord,  Dublin  Caftle,   Jan.  5,   1674-5. 

MINE  of  the  19th  of  December  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  12th  of  the  fame 
month,  fince  which  time  I  have  wrote  but  one  to  you, 
dated  the  22d>  after  that  there  have  come  to  my  hands 
of  your  letters  one  of  the  15th,  and  another  of  the 
19th,  as  alfo  one  of  the  22d,  and  another  of  the  24th 
of  December,  wherein  there  is  nothing  to  be  an- 
fwered  but  what  relates  to  your  coming  over  hither. 
There  are  two  things  which  may  oblige  you  to  flay 
where  you  are  ;  the  firlt.  is  to  obferve  my  lovd  Ra- 
nelagh  and  his  actings,  the  fecond  the  new  letting 
of  the  farm  of  his  Majefty's  revenue  ;  for  as  fgf  the 
fitting  of  the  parliament,  in_  cafe  they  mould  meet, 
and  which  I  believe  they  will  nota,you  may  be  back: 
time  enough  upon  notice,  when  it  is  certain  that  they 
will  convene.  My  lord  Ranelagh  having  been  fome 
weeks  in  England,  I  fuppofe  by  that  time  you  re- 
turn out  of  the  country,  you  may  be  able  to  difcern 
whether  his  actings  be  fuitable  to  his  profeflions  ,  fo  as 
that  I  conceive  will  not  flay  you  there.  As  for  the 
letting  of  the  farm,  you  muft  inform  yourfelf  as  weii 
as  you  can  upon  the  place,  it  being  impoflible  for  me 
to  underftand  what  rs  done  there  ;  but  for  fome  rea- 
fons  you  know  it  were  belt,  you  we,re  prefent  when 
'tis  let ;  and  'tis  very  probable  they  will  go  about  it 
now,  I  having  fent  over  to  my  lord  treafurer  the  far- 
mers accounts,  delivered  in  upon  oath,  of  what  they 
had  made  of  the  prefent  farm.  Upon  the  whole,  I 
cannot  fee  anything  unlefs  this  of  the  farm, to  hinder 
your  coming,  and  therefore  I  mould  be  glad  you  were 
here  as  you  defign,  and  that  at  the  time  when  my 
brother  intends  to  be  in  London.  In  relation  to  your 
#ay,  I  had  much  rather  have  you  continue  in  this 
A  4.  place 
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place  than  in  England,  having  often  occafions  for  you, 
but  you  know  how  uncertain  matters  are  on  this  fide 
of  the  water,  and  therefore  we  muft  be  guided  by 
what  we  hear  from  thence  j  for  I  am  fully  fatisfied 
with  your  care  of  my  bufinefs  there,  and  on  thefe 
grounds  do  wholly  leave  it  to  you  to  confider  what 
is  beft  to  be  done  ;  only  I  do  agree  with  you,  that 
it  were  fit  that  you  came  over  hither,  tho'  you  went 
back  again  by  Eafter. 

I  have  by  this  pacquet  fent  a  draft  of  a  letter  to 
Mr.  fecretary  Coventry,  for  reftoring  of  moft  of  the 
fellows  of  this  college  of  Dublin  to  their  fellowftiips, 
they  having  flipt  their  time  of  fubfcribing  their  afTent 
and  confent,  according  to  the  A£t  of  Uniformity  j 
and  ^his  happening  only  through  inadvertency,  the 
men  being  good  men  and  conformable  to  the  church, 
I  have  recommended  their  cafe  into  England,  and 
defire  you  will  mind  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry  to  get 
the  letter  difpatched  •>  and  if  they  have  no  agent 
there,  do  you  pay  the  fees  of  the  office,  and  I  will 
fee  them  repay  you  again  here. 

Pray  take  care  of  the  letter  I  fent  you  by  Mr. 
Hillyard,  and  when  you  come  oyer  bring  it  along 
with  you,  for  I  have  loft  the  copy  of  one  part 
thereof. 

By  this  pacquet  I  have  fent  over  a  bill  to  my  bro- 
ther Henry  for  ^iooo  1.  to  be  paid  at  14  days  fight. 
I  am  your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX. 


t*oe»epoeeoo8Mocooo«»e»eeocco»c.-o 


To  Mr.  Arthur  Forbefe. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,   Jan.  9,  1674-5. 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  6th  inftant,  and  to- 
gether with  it  one  from  my  lord  Conway,  wherein 
J  had  an  account  that  the  Norwich  frigate,  now  with 

you. 
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you,  had  orders  to  revictual  at  Kinfale,  which  I  hold 
to  be  no  way  convenient,  the  voyage  being  fo  great, 
and  fuch  as  requiring  feveral  winds,  the  fhip  may 
poffiblc  be  abfent  two  or  three  months  ere  fhe  can 
go  thither  and  return  to  you  again  :  I  have  therefore 
wrote  to  Mr.  Southwell  to  know  what  directions  he 
has  received  from  England  concerning  the  victualling 
of  this  fhip  ;  and,  if  confiftent  with  the  orders  from 
thence,  I  fhall  appoint  him  rather  to  return  money 
hither  to  provide  victuals  in  this  town  and  fend 
down,  or  fend  the  money  to  Carrickfergus,  and 
have  her  victualled  there,  which  of  thefe  two 
fhall  prove  the  moft  Cheap  and  expedient  ;  but  for 
her  going  to  Kinfale  my  opinion  is  thereby  againfl  it, 
unlefs  the  orders  be  fo  peremptory  as  I  may  not  pro- 
perly fuperfede  them.  Tho'  1  had  the  notice  con- 
cerning this  fhip  from  my  lord  Conway,  yet  I  have 
anfwered  it  in  your  letter,  prefuming  you  two  do 
communicate  your  letters  with  one  another.  There 
has  been  a  large  proportion  of  bifket  fent  down  to 
you  :  I  doubt  not  you  fometimes  make  enquiry  in 
what  condition  it  is  ;  and  I  defire  you  would  con- 
fider  whether  it  may  not  be  bed:  that  the  foldiers  do 
ipend  of  it,  and  that  we  make  a  fupply  of  new  ;  for 
if  it  be  too  flale,  poflible  it  may  not  be  fit  to  ufe. 
If  it  remain  in  good  condition,  and  like  to  laft  fo, 
fome  of  it,  as  I  conceive,  may  properly  enough  be 
employed  to  revictual  this  fhip,  in  cafe  they  do 
victual  here,  and  we  may  furnifh  fo  much  new  to  l>« 
kept  in  ftore,  if  his  Majefty's  affairs  fhould  require 
you  to  march. 

I  give  you  thanks  for  the  fight  of  the  two  inclofed 
letters,  which  I  have  herewith  returned  you,  and  re- 
main with  perfect  truth, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX, 
To 
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To  the  Lord   Conway. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  9,  1674-5. 

I  AM  but  juft  now  returned  home  from  hunting, 
being  abroad  all  day,  and  have  time  only  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  lordftiip's  letter  dated 
the  6th  inftant,  and  to  fend  you  the  news  letters 
come  in  by  this  paquet,  my  other  letters  from  London 
give  me  no  further  intelligence  than  what  you  will 
find  in  thefe,  I  (hall  therefore  fay  no  more  to  you, 
hoping  in  a  fhort  time  to  fee  your  lordfhip  here,  where 
vou  will  be  very  welcome  to  your  lordftiip's 
Molt  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  10,  1674.-5, 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  9th  inftant,  together, 
with  the  papers  inclofed,  which  give  an  account 
of  the  killing  of  two  men  in  the  county  0/  London- 
derry, if  they  prove  to  be  tories,  'tis  very  well  they 
are  gone ;  however,  the  inquifition  taken  by  mr.  Phil- 
lips  for  want  of  a  coroner  in  that  barony,  upon  the 
death  of  thefe  men,  feems  to  be  a  bill  out  of  the 
way,  the  jury  finding  thefe  men  to  be  robbers,  a  mat- 
ter I  fuppofe  not  properly  inquirable  by  a  coroner's 
jury  ;  'twill  be  necelTary  to  give  the  judges  who  g^> 
that  circuit  particular  directions  to  examine  this  bu- 
finefs,  and  truly,  in  cafe  the  men  are  proved  to  be  of 
this  lawlefs  fort  of  people,  I  think  it  will  not  only  be 
necelTary  to  grant  thofe  a  pardon  who  killed  them, 
but  alfo,  that  they  have  fome  reward  for  their  own 
and  others  encouragement.  The  letter  of  the  arch- 
bijhop  of  Tuam,  which  your  grace  fent  me  at  your 

going. 
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going  out  of  town,  mentioned  a  perfon  who  fhould 
be  nominated  fherifffor  the  county  of  Gallway,  whom 
he  believes  to  be  a  papift ;  there  was  one  Stubbs,  if  I 
miftake  not,  that  I  at  firft  pitched  upon,  but  he  being 
certainly  gone  out  of  the  way,  I  was  forced  to  fix  upon 
another,  whofe  name  is  Oliver  Ormefby,  fo  'tis  a 
miftake  in  the  archbiftiop  of  Tuam. 

I  am,   your  Grace's, 
moil  faithful  and  moft  afFe&ionate  fervant, 

ESStX. 


To  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 

Dear  Brother,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  12,  1674-5. 

I T7HEN   dear  George  went  over  I  troubled  you 

YY  with  a  line  or  two  from  hence,  but  did  not 
then  well  know  where  it  would  meet  you,  being  at 
that  time  gone  into  France,  this  laft  packet  bringing 
me  an  account  of  your  return,  I  could  not  omit  this 
firft  opportunity  to  let  you  know  how  nearly  concern- 
ed I  am  for  you,  or  any  thing  that  befalls  you,  I  do 
afTure  you,  that  no  friend  you  have  does  more  heartily 
condole  with  you  for  the  lofs  of  your  father  than  my- 
felf,  who  have  ever  had,  and  mail  always  retain  a  per- 
fect kindnefs  for  your  Iordfhip,  and  all  that  relates 
to  you,  you  will  excufe  my  making  ufe  of  another 
hand  than  my  own  upon  this  occafion,  I  having  been 
a  little  ill  and  taking  fome  phyfick  this  day. 

I  am,     Your  moft  affectionate  brother, 
and  faithful  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  the  Lord  Ranalagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  12, 1674-5. 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  5th  inftant,  which 
gives  me  an  accout,  that  you  have  procured  two 
letters  in  behalf  of  fir  Arthur  Forbefe,  as  alfo  that 
fir  Theophilus  Jones's  affair  is  like  to  fucceed,  both 
which  I  am  glad  to  hear,  feveral  letters  are  come  to 
me  for  the  remittal  of  quit  rents,  thefe  you  may  be 
fure  I  will  not  pafs,  till  my  lord  treafurer  be  made 
acquainted  with  them. 

If  my  lord  of  Inchiquin  do  part  with  his  troop,  and 
that  your  lordmip  have  a  mind  to  deal  with  him  for 
it,  I  fhall  moft  readily  give  my  confent,  and  fo  foon 
as  I  have  notice  that  the  matter  is  agreed  between 
you,  fhall  order  a  commiflion  for  yourlordfhip,  it  be- 
ing moft  reasonable,  that  having  fo  confiderable  a  go- 
ment  as  Athlone,  you  mould  be  accommodated  either 
with  a  troop  or  company,  or  both. 

I  wifh  the  affair  of  Portleifter  were  once  at  an 
end  one  way  or  other,  and  that  I  knew  what  I  were 
to  do  in  it,  for  till  I  hear  again  from  England  I 
fhall  keep  it  in  fufpence.  As  for  mrs.  Willoghby's 
penfion,  I  have  faid  as  much  in  my  letters  to  my  lord 
treafurer  and  your  lordfhip  as  I  can  offer  upon  that 
fubje£t,  and  fo  leave  it  to  his  Majefty's  determina- 
tion. There  are  orders  of  concordatum,  if  I  miftake 
not,  already  figned  for  mr.  Bridgeman  to  Michael- 
mas laft,  and  from  thence  mr.  Thinne  begins,  fo  as 
if  mr.  Bridgeman  is  not  paid,  'tis  only  for  want  of 
fomebody  to  call  for  the  money.  Upon  the  death 
of  my  lord  Dillon  who  left  no  fons,  that  honour  and 
eftate  going  to  a  coufm  of  his,  I  find  many  people 
offering  at  difcoveries  of  feveral  lands  which  he  pof~ 
feffed,  and  did  not  of  right  belong  to  him,  and  I 
doubt  not  but  fome  will  be  endeavouring  to  procure 

letter^ 
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letters  on  that  fide  for  grants  out  of  this  eftate,  there 
is  I  am  confident  a  great  deal  that  he  enjoyed,  which 
by   his  decree  he  ought   not   to  have,  but  how  any 
man  can  bring  them  in  as  difcoveries,   fince  I  have 
had  a  fight  of  them  by  me  near  a   twelvemonth  ex- 
tracted out  of  the   records,,  whereby  it  appears  that 
other  men,  and  not  the  lord  Dillon,  were  proprietors 
thereof  in  the  year  1641,  I  do  not  well   underftand, 
it  is  as  all  other   mens  decrees,   being  only  to  be  re- 
ftored  to  fuch  right,  title  and  intereft  as  they  had  in 
the  year  1641,  and  cannot  confirm  to  them  thefe  lands 
which  were  the  property  of  other  men  ;  however  the 
proprietors   in  his  time  were  glad  to  fhelter   them- 
felves  under  his  name,  and  thefe   now  fearing  an  in- 
quiry, are,    as  I   hear,  labouring  to  get  fome  other 
great  men  to  patronize  their  eftates,  and  will  them- 
felves  become   the  difcoverers,  molt,  tho'   not  all  of 
thefe  lands   are   in   the   province   of  Conaught,  and 
may   properly    fall   under  confideration,     when    the 
letter  for  fettling   the  Conaught   eftates  fhall   come 
over. 

This  I  tell  your  lordfhip,  that  if  you  find  any 
thing  ftirring  there  in  relation  to  this  bufinefs,  you 
may  acquaint  either  his  Majefty,  or  my  lord  treafurer, 
that  I  believe  few  or  none  of  thefe  lands  will  be 
real  difcoveries,  being  fuch  as  I  have  already  men- 
tioned, that  I  knew  of  before,  and  by  the  records 
will  be  made  out,  therefore  I  would  be  glad  they 
might  b_e  kept  undifpofed  'till  fome  general  rules  be 
given  for  the  diftribution  of  all  the  lands  which  are 
not  as  yet  regularly  fetiled,  and  I  do  the  rather  tell 
your  lordfhip  of  this  particular  eftate  becaufe  I  knew 
it  to  be  one  of  the  greateft  covers  of  concealed  lands 
in  the  kingdom. 


By 
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By  the  next,  the  holidays  being  over,  I  fhall  hope? 
to  receive  an  anfwer  from  your  lordfhip  to  fome  of 
thofe  affairs,  which  I  defired  you  to  get  difpatch'd, 
I  am,   your  lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  12,  1674-5, 

THERE  are  four  companies  here  in  Ireland, 
which  formerly  were  of  prince  Ruperts  regi- 
ment of  dragoons  in  England,  and  before  that  ferved 
his  Majefty  in  a  regiment  at  Barbadoes.  Thefe  com- 
panies have  arrears  due  to  them  for  their  fervice  done 
at  Barbadoes,  which  arrears,  as  they  inform  me,  have 
by  your  lordfhip's  orders  been  dated  in  England  ;  the 
officers  have  made  application  to  me  defiring  my  letter 
to  your  lordfhip  in  their  favour,  I  do  find  thefe  compa- 
nies to  be  as  good  men  as  any  that  came  over,  and  their 
officers  are  indeed  very  well  deferving,  wherefore  I  in- 
treat  your  lordfhip  in  their  behalf,  that  you  would  be 
pleafed  to  concern  yourfelf  fo  far,  as  to  fee  right  done 
them  in  the  payment  of  their  arrears,  wherein  as  you 
will  do  an  act  both  of  juftice  and  charity  to  thefe 
men,  thereby  encourage  them  and  all  others  who 
ferve  his  Majefty  in  his  army,  fo  you  will  alfo  by  it 
oblige, 

Your  lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

The  gentleman  who  brings  your  lordfhip  this  let- 
ter, is  mr.  Trant  their  agent,  who  will  mind  your 
lordfhip  of  their  concerns,  and  attend  your  pleafure 
therein,  To 
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To  Mr.  Harbord. 

Mr.  Harbord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  16,   1674-5. 

TH  E  laft  of  yours  I  received,  was  dated  from 
Grafton  the  29th  of  December,  I  fuppofe  by 
that  time  this  arrives,  you  will  be  at  London.  Your 
father's  letter  concerning  Effex-houfe  came  to  me  a 
while  ago,  and  there  feems  great  difproportion  be- 
tween the  value  that  thofe  who  viewed  it  have  fet, 
and  the  price  which  is  afked,  if  mr.  Thinne  do 
come  to  a  price  that  is  pretty  near  reafon,  I  would 
have  )ou  to  purfue  my  former  direction,  and  by  my 
lord  of  Arl,  or  my  lord  treafurer,  or  both,  to  try  if 
the  King  will  give  a  help  towards  it,  for  indeed  I 
am  yet  defirous  of  it  if  it  can  be  obtained.  Sir 
William  Churchill  hath  by  colonel  Jefferies  fent  me 
one  of  his  books,  I  would  have  you  go  to  him^  and 
give  him  thanks  from  me  for   it. 

There   being  nothing   further  at  prefent  to  fay  to 
you,     I  remain, 

Your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX. 


To  Sir  Charles  Harbord, 

Sir,  Dublin  Cattle,    Jan.  16,    1674-5. 

TH  E  receipt  of  yours  was  very  grateful  to  me, 
not  only  for  the  true  account  you  gave  me 
concerning  Eflex-houfe,  but  much  more  becaufe  it 
brought  me  the  aflurance  of  your  recovery  from  your 
late  illnefs,  1  have  not  yet  heard  precifely  what 
terms  mr.  Thinne  ftands  upon,  but  in  cafe  he  will 
take  reafon,  and  that  I  can  find  means  to  compafs 
it,  I  am  fure  it  wou.d  be  a  great  convenience  to  me 
to  be  provided   of  a  dwelling  in  town,  and  I  confefs 

I  had 
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I  had  rather  have  this  than  any  other,  but  I  do  fully 
agree  with  you  in  opinion,  that  no  man  ever  pro- 
iitted  by  borrowing  money  for  to  buy  land  or  houfes, 
much  lefs  to  build  ;  your  fon  fully  knows  what  way 
I  propofed  to  myfelf  for  making  this  purchafe,  if  the 
price   be  reduced  to  a  proportion   fit  to  be  given. 

My  wife  prefents  her  fervice  to  you,  and  I  defire 
you  will  believe  me  to  be  ever, 

Your  moft  affectionate, 
and  moft  faithful  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


>«Mo6aooooooMMooeaooaoooo«ooo«ooo300MeM* 


To  Sir  Arthur  Forbefe. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  16,  1674-5. 

I  Have  enquired  how  the  account  ftands  between 
my  lord  Brabzon  and  his  troop,  whereof  you  gave 
me  notice  in  your's  of  the  9th  inftant,  that  his  lord- 
fhip  had  imprefted  all  the  pay  belonging  to  them,  and 
I  do  find,  that  upon  fome  reckonings  and  debts  be- 
tween him  and  the  commiflioners  of  the  treafury,  he 
hath  money  in  his  hands  which  belongs  to  his  troop* 
but  the  matter  isfo  adjufted  between  them,  as  they  have 
engaged  upon  Tuefday  next  to  fend  down  orders  for 
immediate  payment  to  the  troop  of  all  that  is  due  to 
them,  which  they  tell  me  will  be  a  months  pay  corn- 
pleat,  20  s.  only  being  deduded  upon  fome  orders 
for  debts  of  four  or  five  of  the  foldiers,  fo  as  I  hope 
this  money  will  enable  them  to  march.  Some  intel- 
ligence hath  come  to  me  of  two  perfons  lately  fecured 
in  the  King's  county,  the  name  of  one  is  major  Mont- 
gomery, and  the  name  of  the  other  is  Wall,  they 
are  faid  to  be  fome  of  thofe  who  raifed  a  petty 
rebellion  in  Scotland,  fome  years  parr,  I  remember 
that  capt.  Barclay,  who  now  hath  fir  Edward  MafTey's 

company, 
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Company,  and  is  with  you,  once  told  me  that  he  was 
employed  by  his  Majefty's  particular  warrant  to  ap- 
prehend feveral  of  thofe  men  who  ftirred  this  fedition 
in  Scotland,  and  (hewed  me  a  lift  of  their  names, 
wherefore  I  defire  you  would  fpeak  with  him  and 
know  whether  either  of  them  be  of  thofe  perfons 
whom  he  endeavoured  to  apprehend,  and  that  you 
would  be  pleafed  to  give  me  an  account  what  he  faid, 
In  the  mean  time  I  havefent  into  the  country  to  have 
a  more  diftincl:  knowledge  of  the  thing. 

I  am,  your  moft  faithful  and 
moft  affectionate  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Earl  of  Arlington, 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  24, 1674-5. 

THIS  laft  packet  bringing  the  news  of  your 
lordfhip's  fafe  arrival  out  of  Holland,  I  could 
not  omit  the  firft  opportunity  of  welcoming  your 
lordfhip  home,  and  telling  you  that  no  intelligence 
is  more  pleafing  to  me  than  that  which  conveys  a  con- 
firmation of  your  lordfhip's  welfare  and  profperity,  the 
continuance  whereof,  as  I  do  moft  really  wifh,  fo 
fhall  I  never  doubt  of  my  being  relieved  in  your  me- 
mory, under  the  qualification  of 

Your  lordfhip's,  moft  faithful 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


B  To 


18  LETTERS    OF 

To  the  Bifhop  of  London. 

My  lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  23,  1674-^. 

FROM  Dr.  Goodman  I  did  this  laft  poft  re- 
ceive an  account  of  the  great  favour  your  lord- 
fhip  had  done  him  in  confirming  the  rectory  of  Had- 
ham  upon  him,  and  tho'  he  be  a  gentleman  very 
worthy  in  himfelf,  and  whofe  merits  might  well  re- 
commend him  to  your  lordfhip,  yet  confidering  the 
circumftances  of  the  thing,  it  being  the  parifh  where 
my  other  houfe  ftands,  I  cannot  but  attribute  a  great 
fhare  of  his  preferment  to  your  lordfhips  refpedr.  to- 
wards me,  and  do  therefore  upon  both  fcores  give 
your  lordfhip  many  thanks  for  this  your  kindnefs  to 
him,  and  own  it  as  an  obligation  to  myfelf,  I  have 
been  more  than  ordinary  careful  whom  I  mould  pre- 
fent  to  the  vicarage  of  Wattford,  in  regard  the  people 
there  are  and  have  ever  been  (as  your  lordfhip  well 
knows)  very  factious  and  uneafy  towards  their  mini- 
ster, wherefore  upon  this  vacancy  I  defire  your  lord- 
fhip to  do  me  the  favour  to  find  out  a  perfon  that 
may  be  fit  for  this  place,  I  mould  like  it  well  that 
he  be  a  good  preacher,  as  well  as  a  prudent  man,  be- 
caufe  that  when  I  am  in  England,  I  fhall  for  the 
moft  part  refide  there,  fo  foon  as  your  lordfhip  fhall 
pleafe  to  nominate  one  to  me  I  fhall  fign  a  prefenta- 
tion  and  fend  it  over. 


I  am,  your  lordfhip's  moft  faithful 
amd  moft  humble  fervant, 


ESSEX. 


To 
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To   Doctor   Goodman. 

Dr.  Goodman,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  23,  1674-5. 

YOUR  letter  of  the  6th  of  January,  wherein 
you  acquaint  me  with  the  lord  bifhop  of  Lon- 
don's kindnefs  to  you  came  to  me  on  the  20th  inftant, 
I  am  very  glad  you  are  fo  well  provided  for,  and  like 
it  much  the  better  that  it  falls  out  to  be  in  that 
place,  and  truly  I  take  it  extream  kindly  of  his 
lordfhip  that  he  thought  of  you  for  it,  in  regard  he 
knew  you  to  be  a  perfon  for  whom  I  had  a  good 
efteem.  The  enclofed  letter,  a  copy  whereof  is  here- 
with fent  for  you  to  perufe,  will  tell  you  that  I  de- 
fire  his  lordfhip  to  recommend  a  perfon  to  me  to  fuc- 
ceed  you  in  Wattford,  by  which  means  mr.  Beveridge, 
the  gentleman  you  mention  I  fuppofe  will  have  it  ; 
the  only  thing  I  doubt  of  him  is,  lead  having  a  good 
living  in  London  he  will  fpend  moft  of  his  time  there, 
whereas  I  would  not  willingly  have  Wattford  church 
be  without  a  good  preacher,  it  being  the  place  where 
I  mall  for  the  moft  part  refide  when  I  am  in  Ping] and, 
As  for  mr.  Powell,  I  defire  you  would  fpealc  with 
him  yourfelf,  and  let  him  know  he  {hall  not  be  for- 
gotten when  I  have  an  opportunity,  tho'  this  parifh 
I  conceive  requires  a  man  who  hath  a  good  deal  of 
experience  in  the  world.  By  a  former  letter  of  yours, 
you  recommended  one  dean  Sherridan  to  me,  I  am  con- 
fident he  hath  much  deceived  yourfeif,  and  thofe  other 
gentlemen  you  named  in  England  into  a  good  opini- 
on of  him,  for  I  cannot  find  but  that  he  is  the  moft 
improper  perfon  in  the  world  for  the  employment  he 
feeks.     I  *am, 

Your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX.     • 


B  2  Tq 
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To  Mr.  Arthur  Forbefc. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  23,  1674-5, 

IN  my  laft   I  mentioned  to  you  fomething  of  two 
Scotchmen,   major  Montgomery  and  one  Wall, 
defiring  you  to  enquire  of  captain  Barkley,  who  being 
'  now  by  your  leave  come  up  to  town,  I  can  inform  my- 
felf  from  him. 

Your  laft  letter  told  me,  that  major  Andrews 
company  was  in  arrear  for  their  pay ;  upon  exa- 
mination I  find  that  they  are  in  the  fame  ftate  with 
the  other  companies  now  with  you,  only  the  perfonal 
pay  of  major  Andrews  is  by  his  own  order  detained 
by  fir  John  Champante  to  be  returned  into  England, 
which  his  lieutenant  likes  not,  but  would  have  the 
captains  money  paid  to  himfelf,  and  that  I  believe 
will  be  found  to  be  the  difference.  I  have  here  fent 
you  an  abftradt  of  the  account  whereby  you  will  fee 
the  company  is  overpaid  32  1.  from  mr  Southwell  at 
Kinfale,  I  hear  that  his  orders  are  pofitive  for  victu- 
alling the  Norwich  Frigate  there  at  Kinfale,  fo  as 
when  his  provifions  fail  he  muft  return  to  that  place 
to  revi&ual. 

The  news  Letters  come  by  this  laft  paquet  are  here 
inclofed,  which  will  furnifh  you  with  all  the  intelli- 
gence I  know,  fo  foon  as  you  can  put  things  in  fuch 
a  pofture  as  you  may  fafely  leave  them,  I  mail  be 
glad  of  your  company  here,  and  in  the  time, 
I  remain, 

Your  mo'ft  affe&ionate,  and 
moil  faithful  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  Mr.  Harbord. 

Mr.  Harbord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  23,  1674-5. 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  9th  of  January,  where- 
in you  mention  a  good  deal  relating  to  mr.  fecre- 
tary  Coventry,  and  that  he  feems  ill  pleafed  concern- 
ing a  letter  of  my  lord  of  Carlingford's.  You  may  at 
all  times  allure  mr.  fecretary  Coventry  of  the  real  va- 
lue I  have  for  him,  and  the  care  I  fhall  ever  take  to 
pay  him  not  only  all  due  refpecl,  but  all  the  kind 
fervices  that  can  lye  in  my  power  5  for  indeed  I  do 
know,  and  from  my  heart  believe  him  to  be  one  of 
the  moft  efteemable  men  of  this  age,  but  upon  this 
occafion  I  muft  remind  you  of  a  paflage,  which  I  am 
fure  you  cannot  forget,  that  happened  between  my 
Jord  of  Arlington  and  me  :  j^was  concerning  the  pre- 
paring  of  books  for  the  difcpvery  of  concealed  lands 
inTreland,  and  you  cannot  but  call  to  mind  how  ill 
hiTTordfhip  took  it,  that  fuch  a  work  had  been  fo 
long  in  hand,  and  he  knew  nothing  thereof,  and  yet 
when  he  faw  what  orders  I  had  received  and  in  what 
manner  I  was  directed  to  proceed,  his  lord  (hip  refted 
fully  fatisfied  with  what  I  had  done.  You  that  have 
experience  of  this  may  eafily  imagine  that  fomething 
of  the  like  nature  may  come  again,  and  therefore  it 
fhould  be  your  part  as  much  as  may  be,  ever  to 
confirm  a  good  underftanding  between  mr,  fecretary 
Coventry  and  myfelf,  and  that  when  any  thing  of  this 
fort  happens  he  may  be  allured  that  it  proceeds  from 
fome  other  caufe,  and  not  from  any  either  unkind- 
nefs  or  inaflurance  I  have  of  his  friendfhip,  I  muft 
and  will  obey  punctually  the  orders  I  have  received 
from  the  King  my  mailer,  and  this  I  fhall  precifely 
do  without  regarding  whom  it  pleafeth  or  difpleafeth, 
and  if  orders  fhould  happenjtg_  be  fuch  3s  J  ran- 
not  perform^Iin^l^ren^n . 
-~ ~x~  As 
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As  for  my  lord  treafurer  and  my  lord  Ranelagh* 
it  is  neceflary  for  feveral  reafons  that  I  keep  fair  with 
them,  and  therefore  I  would  by  no  means  have  you 
give  them  the  leaft  occaiion  of  jealoufy,  that  which 
mr.  Cook  tells  you  that  his  Majefty  will  have  the 
treafurer  acquainted  with  all  things  relating  lands  and 
monies  in  Ireland,  but  will  have  no  fuch  claufe  put 
in  letters,  I  can  give  you  ajiJnftance  of  the  contrary 
which  you  may  let  mr^Jfecre^ary_Coventry  know  as 
from  yourfeir  ^Fhe  letter  was  in  behalf  of  colonel 
Willoughbv  and  his  wife,  and  is  entered  af  the  fig- 
net's  office  the  12th  j)fJNoj!£niher.  Much  more  I 
coulcf  fay  to  you  upon  this  fubjecr.  if  you  were  pre- 
sent, but  this  letter  will  fuffice,  which  you  will  be 
fure  to  keep  fecret,  and  guide  yourfelf  by   it. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  your  father  concern- 
ing EfFex-houfe  which  I  mall  anfwer  by  the  next  ; 
Jet  mr.  Thinne  know  that  I  have  two  of  his,  but 
have  not  time-  by  this  poft  to  write.  I  do  much  want 
a  lift  of  fees  taken  in  all  his  Majefty's  courts  of 
England,  which  long  ago  I  directed  you  to  fend  me  j 
pray  let  it  be  haftened  over. 

By  this  packet  I  have  writ  to  mr.  fecretary  Coven- 
try upon  the  fubje£r.  of  renewing  charters  to  corpora- 
tions, pray  mind  him  to  give  an  anfwer  fo  foon  as 
conveniently  may  be,  for  till  I  know  his  Majefty's 
pleafure,  that  bufinefs  is  at  a  ftand. 

I  am, 

Your  moil  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX/ 


Ta 
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To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  23,  1674-5. 

HIS  Majefty   by  his  letter  of  the   16th  of  Au- 
guft   167 1,  having    impowered   the   chief  go- 
vernor here  to  renew  the  charters  of  the  feveral  cor- 
porations of  this  kingdom,  and  to  grant  unto  them 
fuch  of  the   privileges   formerly    belonging  to  them, 
as  fhould   be   thought  fit.     And  the  lords  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  moil  honourable  privy  council  in   England  by 
their  letter  of  the  26th   of  September   1673,   having 
fignified  to  me  his  Majefty's  pleafure,  that  all  reftraints 
againft  the  renewing  of  charters  be  taken  off,  and  that 
I  fhould  proceed    therein  according  to  the  feveral  for- 
mer directions   given  from   thence  3  I  have  fince   ap- 
plied  myfelf  towards   the  difpatch  of  that  affair,  and 
have  given   notice  to  fome  of  the  chief  corporations, 
that  they  fhould  employ  agents  here  to   follicit  the 
taking  out  of  their  charters,  and  that  of  Cork   is  at 
prefent  under  confideration,  and  finding  that  by  a  let- 
ter from  his  Majefty's  privy  council  in  England  bear- 
ing date  the  17th  of  Auguft  1670,    [a  copy  whereof 
I  herewith  fend  you]   fome  rules  and  directions  were 
recommended  to  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council,    to 
be  obferved  in  the  granting  of  fuch  new  charters,  I 
thought  it  fit  altho'  that  letter  was  directed  only  to 
the  lord  Berkley,  then  lord  lieutenant,  and  not  to  the 
lieutenant  for  the  time  being,  to  conform   my  felf  to 
his   Majefly's   pleafure  thereby  fignified,    unlefs    his 
Majefty  fhould  difpenfe  with  any  of  the  rules  thereby 
prefcribed.    The  only  difficulties  that  I  meet  with,  do 
relate  to  two  of    the  directions  therein   mentioned, 
whereof  one  is,  that  a  furrender  fhould  be  required  of 
their  former  charters,  without  which,  a  new  charter 
will  not  abrogate  an  old  privilege,   and  the   other  is, 
that  if  any  corporation  claims  the  benefit  of  fines  and 
B  4  amer- 
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amerciaments  among  themfelves,  that  this  occafioft 
may  '  be  taken  of  extinguiming  of  fuch  claim  and 
refuming  of  that  privilege,  becaufe  it  leads  to  the  ob- 
ffcruction  of  juftice. 

As  to  the  firft  I  find  the  corporations  generally 
very  unwilling  to  furrender  their  old  charters,  many 
of  them  having  divers  antient  charters  from  feveral 
of  his  Majefty's  royal  predecefTors,  wherein  there  are 
large  teftimonies  of  their  loyalties  and  good  fervices 
by  them  in  former  times  performed  to  the  crown, 
which  they  conceive  to  be  much  for  their  honour,  and 
are  therefore  defirous  not  to  part  with  them,  and  do 
alfo  apprehend  that  it  may  be  fome  prejudice  to  them 
in  the  lands  belonging  to  them,  and  an  occafion  of 
many  fuits  and  differences  concerning  fuch  leafes  and 
grants  as  have  been  made,  and  debts  contracted  by 
them,  if  the  prefent  corporations  mould  be  wholly 
diflblved  by  the  furrender  of  their  old  charters,  alfo, 
they  fear  all  the  by  laws  and  other  conftitutions  for- 
merly made  by  them  will  become  void,  and  therefore, 
rather  defire,  that  if  any  privileges  heretofore  granted 
to  them  mall  be  found  to  be  unreafonable,  and  not 
fit  to  be  continued,  they  may  by  a  deed  under  their 
corporation  feal  to  be  enrolled  in  the  chancery,  fur- 
render and  releafe  fuch  privilege  to  his  Majefty, 
which  it  is  fuppofed  may  be  as  available  for  the  bar- 
ring them  from  the  enjoyments  of  fuch  privileges 
as  if  their  former  charters  were  furrendered  ;  as  to 
the  other,  concerning  the  grants  of  fines  and  amer- 
ciaments among  themfelves,  it  is  infifted  on  by  fome 
of  them,  and  particularly  by  the  city  of  Cork,  whp 
have  that  privilege  that  they  have  for  many  years  en- 
joyed the  fame  without  complaint  of  any  ill  ufe  made 
thereof  to  the  obftruction  of  juftice,  that  there  are 
not  in  Cork  any  lands  belonging  to  the  corporation, 
fo  that  if  that  benefit  be  taken  from  them  they  fhall 

iofc 
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lofc  all  that  fmall  income  that  is  granted  to  them  by 
their  charter,  and  that  being  a  town  of  the  greateft 
trade  in  this  kingdom  next  to  Dublin,  it  may  pof- 
fibly  be  reafonable  to  grant  fom.e  of  thofe  privileges  to 
that  and  fome  few  other  trading  towns,  which  may 
be  fit  to  be  denied  to  others  of  lefs  confideration, 
whereof  if  his  Majefty  fliall  be  pleafed  to  allow,  it 
will  be  neceflary  he  fhould  fignify  his  pleafure,  that 
I  may  have  the  liberty  either  of  allowing  or  difallow- 
ing  that  privilege  in  fuch  cafes  as  the  lord  lieutenant 
and  council  here  fhall  think  fit,  and  as  to  both  thefe 
rules  directed  to  be  obferved  I  find  that  neither  of 
them  were  taken  notice  of  in  the  new  charter  which 
hath  been  lately  granted  to  the  town  of  Dundalk, 
under  the  great  feal  of  England,  which  was  pafled 
there  without  any  furrender  of  their  former  charter, 
and  there  is  alfo  therein  contained  an  exprefs  grant  to 
them  of  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  belonging  to 
them  in  the  year  1641,  by  force  of  any  charters  here- 
tofore granted  to  them,  and  a  particular  provifion  for 
their  enjoyment  of  all  fines,  iflues  and  amerciaments 
happening  within  the  court  of  the  faid  town.  There 
is  one  thing  more  relating  to  this  matter  that  may 
not  be  unfit  to  inform  you  of,  which  is,  that  by  his 
Majefty 's  letter  of  the  16th  of  Augufl  1671,  I  am 
authorized  to  grant  to  the  corporations  all  fuch  pri- 
vileges as  have  been  formerly  granted  to  them,  and 
the  trade  and  condition  of  fomc  of  the  towns  here 
being  now  very  much  altered  from  what  they  were 
at  the  time  of  their  granting  their  former  charters, 
as  particularly  Belfafl  and  fome  others  ;  I  hrv^  not 
any  power  to  enlarge  the  privileges  of  any  of  them 
that  I  fhall  find  to  deferve  greater  encouragement  than 
they  had  by  their  former  charters  when  there  was  a 
lefs  trade  in  them,  which  may  be  reminded  in  cafe 
}iis    Majefty  fhall  think  fit  to  impowcr  me  to  grant 

unto 
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unto  fuch  corporations,  whofe  trade  hath  confidera- 
fely  encreafed  fince  the  patting  of  their  former  char- 
ters, fuch  new  privileges  the  lord  lieutenant  and 
council  here  fhall  judge  to  be  convenient  for  them, 
and  to  tend  to  the  advancement  of  the  trade  thereof, 
I  defire  you  to  take  an  opportunity  to  acquaint  his 
Majefty  with  thefe  feveral  particulars,  and  to  let  me 
know  his  pleafure  therein,  which  I  fhall  be  fure 
punctually  to  obferve  j  and  fhall  then  proceed  to 
the  renewing  of  the  feveral  charters,  according  to 
fuch  directions  as  I  fhall  receive  from  his  Majefty, 
and  thofe  other  rules  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  the 
lords   of  the  council   here  inclofed.      I  am, 

•Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX, 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  12th  inftant,  and 
concerning  the  report-  in  the  cafe  between  Mr.  Bar- 
rett and  my  lord  Loftus,  I  compleated  it  and  figned 
it  at  leaft  five  months  ago  ;  but  Mr.  Barrett,  when 
he  left  this  country,  did  not  think  fit  to  take  it 
with  him,  fo  as  it  lay  by  me  till  within  this  three 
■weeks,  at  which  time  an  agent  from  Mr.  Barrett 
called  for  it,  and  to  him  it  is  delivered. 

jMAooeecooosoMaaoe  aoMooesoooa  ooo3coooooo3  3Q03ooa3ooooooo3  000a  ooeooooooooocoooooosccae  0000  oa»« 

To  the  Earl  of  Orrery. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  28,   1674-5, 

TH  E  charter  of  Cork  being  now  under  con- 
fideration  here,  in  order  to  the  renewing  there- 
of, I  believe  we  fhall  continue  all  thofe  men  freemen 
of  the  faid  city  who  now  are  fo  ;  but  it  being  poflible 
that  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood,  who 
at  prefent  have  not  freedom  in  that  city,  may  with 

reafon 
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reafon  be  proper  to  be  named  freemen  in  the  new 
charter,  if  your  lordfhip,  or  my  lord  Shannon,  to 
whom  I  defire  you  to  communicate  this  letter,  will 
be  pleafed  to  nominate  perfons  you  think  fit  j  my- 
felf,  I  prefume,  and  council,  will  not  fcruple  at  in- 
ferring their  names  ;  wherefore  I  defire  I  may  hear 
from  your  lordfhip  upon  this  fubject  fo  foon  as  con- 
veniently you  can,  only  I  wifh  they  may  not  be  too 
many,  but  gentlemen  of  good  fortunes  and  credit  in 
the  country.      I  am, 

Your  lordfhip's  moil  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX, 


To   Mr.  Orlando  Gee. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  30,   1674-5. 

I  Have  fome  time  fince  received  yours  of  the  2d  of 
January,  and  having  an  opportunity  by  captain 
Crofts  going  over,  I  would  not  omit  the  writing  to 
you,  and  fending  as  I  have  here  enclofed  a  copy  of 
a  cypher,  whereby  you  may  at  all  times  communicate 
your  thoughts  to  me.  In  the  end  of  your  letter  you 
tell  me  'tis  the  opinion  that  I  had  bejr.  keep  the 
leafes  which  are  by  me  unfealed,  for  a  reafon  not 
convenient  to  mention  .*  I  defire  by  the  help  of  this 
cypher  you  will  let  me  know  it,  as  alfo  that  I  may 
now  and  then  underftand  your  proceedings  with  the 
duke  of  Monmouth.  I  fhall  likewife  return  you  my 
opinion  in  the  fame  manner,  as  there  mail  be  occa- 
fion.  I  am  continually  in  want  of  gentlemen  to  at» 
tend  me^HTo^  whom  I  brought  over  are  many  of 
them  provided  for,  and  this  country  is  pretty  fcarce 
of  men  of  that  fort  ;  wherefore  1  would  be  glad  you 
^oulcT  from  time  to  time  find  me  out  fome  :  For 

their 
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their  qualifications,  I  would  have  them  born  gentle* 
men,  good  lightly  men,  and  free  from  debauchery, 
and  fuch  as  have  fomething  of  their  own  to  maintain 
them,  tho'  it  be  but  forty  or  fifty  pounds  per  annum. 
The  terms  they  are  to  be  upon  are  thefe,  they  have 
lodging  and  diet  in  the  Caflle  for  themfelves  and 
their  men  ;  they  ride  in  the  life-guard,  and  have  a 
pay  there  of  between  30  and  40 1.  a  year,  which  pay 
will  keep  their  horfes  well  ;  fo  as  if  they  have  a  little 
of  their  own  to  go  handfomely  in  cloths,  'twill  be 
enough.  If  I^Jjnd_them  men  of  fenfe,  ana'  fit  for 
tHfiQ^^JL^ll_£refer  thenT~feefore  any  "others,  as 
places_do  fall.  Indeed,  I  woulcT  beTglad  yoifwbuld 
enquire  me  out  a  man  or  two  that  are  of  good  un- 
derstanding, for  many  times  I  have  occafion  to  em- 
ploy them  :  pray,  as  you  hear  of  any  that  may  be  fit  for 
me,  let  me  know  it,  and  I  will  fend  for  them  flill  as 
I  want.     I  am, 

Your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX, 


To  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  30,   1674-5. 

ABOUT  a  fortnight  ago  I  received  a  letter  of 
his  Majefty's,  counterfigned  by  yourfelf,  in  the 
behalf  of  Mr.  Richard  Talbott,  directing  a  grant 
to  him  of  an  incumbrance  out  of  his  eftate.  I  have 
enquired  into  the  matter,  and  do  find  it  to  be  a  mortr 
gage,  which  mortgage  (as  the  letter  recites)  is  by 
the  Act  of  Settlement  granted  to  the  49  officers. 
Now,  by  a  former  letter,  in  the  name  of  colonel 
Cary  Dillon,  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  order 
that  there  fhall  be  a  liberty  and  preference  given  to 
him  to  place  deficiencies  upon  the  whole  49  fecurity; 

and 


ARTHUR,  EARL  OF  ESSEX.       *$ 

and  mould  this  gentleman  come  in,  and  make  his  dif- 
covery,  colonel  Dillon,  upon  the  right  of  preference, 
would  carry  the  thing.  I  have  therefore  thought  fit 
to  keep  this  letter  in  Mr.  Talbott's  behalf  private, 
till  I  have  a  further  fignification  of  his  Majefty's 
pleafure  ;  and  indeed  I  muft  needs  fay  this,  that  if 
his  Majefty  do  grant  thefe  things  for  the  advantage  of 
private  men,  who  may  buy  deficiencies  at  a  lower 
rate,  and  apply  them,  it  is  much  more  natural  that 
thofe  on  whofe  land  the  incumbrances  are,  as  the 
cafe  of  Mr.  Talbott  is,  mould  partake  of  his  Ma-* 
jefty's  favours,  rather  than  others  who  are  ftrangers 
to  the  eftates.  You  will  bepleafed  to  take  fome  time 
to  acquaint  his  Majefty  with  this,  and  according  to 
fuch  orders  as  mail  come,  I  mail  conform  myfelf. 

I  am,  yourmoft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

•+  +  4-4-  ++  +  4-  +  + + +  +  +  +4-  +  4-  4-4-  4-4-  +  4 •  f  +  +  4-  +4-  4-4- 
To  the  Lord  Ranelagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  30,  1674-5. 

SINCE  I  wrote  to  your  lordfhip  I  have  three  of 
yours  to  acknowledge  of  the  12th,  16th,  and 
and  another  of  the  23d,  by  the  latter  of  which  you 
give  me  an  account  of  feveral  pafTages  relating  to  this 
country,  and  among  others,  that  there  are  fome  ob- 
jections made  againft  regimenting  the  army  here ; 
and  that  it  is  propofed  that  the  eldeft  captains  mould 
command  as  field-officers.  I  confefs,  I  am  utterly  to 
feek  what  thefe  objections  mould  be  ;  and  as  for 
the  propofal  of  the  eldeft  captain  to  command,  it  will 
be  very  often  found  inconvenient,  feveral  of  them 
probably  not  being  (o  fit  for  it  ;  but  I  fhall  fuf- 
pend  any  thing  to  be  faid  upon  this  fubjecl,  till  Mr. 

Harbord, 
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Harbord,  who  I  underftand  is  coming  over,  {hail 
acquaint  you  with  thefe  objections.  I  am  extreamly 
Satisfied  with  what  you  tell  me  concerning  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  revenue,  and  the  difpofition  of  lands 
here,  and  not  lefs  with  that  which  concludes  your 
letter,  an  account  of  my  lord  treafurer's  kindnefs  to 
me,  a  confirmation  of  which  I  do  indeed  receive  from 
all  hands.  I  did  on  the  22d  of  December  laft,  which 
is  now  almoft  five  weeks  ago,  fend  to  my  lord  trea- 
furer  the  commiffioners  of  Cork-Houfe  their  accounts 
of  the  farm,  upon  oath  :  thefe  papers  being  of  fome 
importance,  I  wifh  I  could  know  whether  they  be 
received  or  no,  not  having  as  yet  heard  one  word  of 
it.  Mr.  Jones  did  laft  night  deliver  your  letter  con- 
cerning Athlone,  which,  as  foon  as  I  have  perufed,  I 
fhall  take  fome  order  in  it.     I  am, 

Your  lordfhip's  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX, 

Sincel  writ  this  letter,  lam  informed  that  the  provoft 
of  the  college  is  fallen  defperately  ill  of  a  dead  Palfey* 
I  defire  your  lordfhip  to  be  watchful  to  prevent  dean 
Sherridan's  defigns,  who  no  doubt  will  have  notice 
of  this  man's  illnefs  ;  and  if  you  have  an  opportunity 
to  do  Mr.  dean  Ward  a  kindnefs  upon  this  occafion, 
I  fhourd  be  glad  of  it. 

4-4-  +4-  ++  f  4-  +4-  +4-  +4  4-4-  +4  +4'  +4-  +4-  +4'  +4  4-4-  "H- 
To  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle>  Jan.  30,  1674-5. 

SINCE  my  laft,  which  was  upon  the  fubjecl:  of 
corporations,  I  have  received  yours  of  the  19th, 
wherein  among  other  things  you  acquaint  me  his 
Majefty's  pleafure  concerning  captain  Crofts,  that 
he  may  have  permiffion  to  come  over  into  England, 

he 
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he  being  one  of  that  party  quartered  near  Carrick- 
fergus,  commanded'  by  Sir  Arthur  Forbefe.  I  have 
been  a  little  ftricl:  in  keeping  them  upon  the  place, 
but  knowing  fome  bufmefs  of  importance  called  him 
into  England,  I  had  given  him  a  licence  before  the 
receipt  of  your  letter. 

As  to  the  affair  of  the   town  of  Galway  betwixt 
it  and   Mr.   Hamilton,  they   are  now  proceeding  in 
chancery  ;  and,   I  am  very  fure,   Mrs.  Hamilton  can 
have  no  advantage   in  that  court.     When  this  grant 
was  firft  in  pafling,  I  obftrudled  it  as  much  as  was 
fit  for  me  ;   but  after  his    Majefty   had    fignified  his 
pleafure  in   the  cafe,  I  have  fupported   it  to  the  ut- 
moft,  as  far   as  was  proper  for   me   in  my  ftation  ;• 
but  it  would  be  hard  to  interpofe  his  Majefty's  power 
in  the  decifion  of  law  caufes.      Having  this  occafion* 
I  cannot  but  tell  you,  that  I  do  apprehend  this  grant 
will  be  the  ruin  of  that  town.      It  was  once  a  confi- 
derable   place   of    trade,    and    one  of  the_  ^principal 
Arengths  of  the  kingdom  :   it   furniihed  all  the   pro- 
vince of  Conaught  (it  being  the  only  frequented  port 
there)   with   foreign  commodities  ;  but   now  I   hear 
the  merchants   are  all  leaving  the  place,  and  the  gen- 
tlemen  of  that  county  are  forced  to  fend  as  far  as  this 
city  for  thofe  things   whereof  they  ufed  to  be  pro- 
vided   from  thence.     There  is  a  letter  in   behalf  of 
the  earl  of  Kildare,  which  will  be  brought   to   you 
for  his  Majefty's  fignature  ;  'tis  for  the   grant  of  a 
fmall  parcel  of  land    that   Sir  Maurice  Euftace   was 
like  to  have  defrauded  him  of,  and  that  ufed  very  un~ 
gentleman  like  practices   to  compafs  his  ends      The 
land  does  not  exceed  50 1.  per  annum   above  the  rent 
row  payable,  and  a  leafe  happening  to  be  taken  in  a 
forfeiting  perfon's    name,    it    falls   into   the  King's 
difpofal  :  but  the  letter  does  fo  fully  fet  forth  the  cafe5 
as  I  fhall  fay  no  more,  fave  only,  that  it  hath   been 

drawn 
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drawn  with  care,  and  I  conceive  is  very  reafonable 
for  his  Majefty  to  allow.      I  am, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervarit, 

ESSEX. 


To  Mr.  Thinne. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  30th,   1674-5. 

SINCE  my  laft  writing  to  you,  feveral  letters 
of  yours,  as  thofe  of  the  9th,  12th,  and  16th 
inftant,  have  come  to  any  hands,  which  happening  to 
arrive  when  I  was  full  of  other  bufinefs,  I  had  not 
leifure  to  fend  you  my  anfwer.  I  give  you  thanks 
for  the  divers  intelligences  you  fend  me,  and  defire 
you  will  continue  your  correfpendence.  That  which 
your  laft  fpeaks  of  the  prefent  report  concerning 
the  earl  of  Shaftfbury,  I  do  agree  with  you  in  opi- 
nion, that  it  cannot  have  any  good  foundation.     I  am 

Your  moft  affectionate  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  Sir  Henry  Capel, 

Dear  Brother,  Dublin  Caftle,  Jan.  30,  1674-5. 

BElieving  Mr.  Harbord  will  certainly  be  upon 
the  road  for  Ireland  before  this  letter  can  arrive, 
I  muft  hold  my  correfpondence  with  you  for  fuch 
matters  as  I  would  have  communicated  to  him ;  and 
therefore  I  have  herewith  inclofed  a  letter  written 
to  him  concerning  EfTex  Houfe  :  'tis  moft  of  it  in 
cypher,  which  your  key  will  unfold  ;  as  alfo  one 
other  to  Sir  Charles  Harbord,  which  I  defire  you  to 
deliver. 

The 
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The^city  here  is  at  pre  fen  t  in  a  good  deal  of 
di (order,  the  aldermen  and  commons  almoft  perpetu- 
alTyjajTinj*  and  differing.  At  my  firft  coming  over 
tlieywerein  greaT~confufion,  and  feveral  mutinies 
had  been  here  ;  and  irt  one  of  them  concerning  the 
building  a  bridge,  the  tumult  was  fo  great,  as  Sir 
Arthur  Forbefe,  then  one  of  the  lords  juftices,  was 
forced  to  draw  out  fpme  of  the  foldierst  and  caiife 
them  to  fire  among  them,-  hefore^jhey_  would  be 
quieted,  wherein  fome  men  loft  their  lives.  After- 
wards, by  the  vile  practices  of  Sir  Ellis  Leighton  to 
get  himfelf  into  the  recorder's  place,  and  fome  other 
advantages  of  money,  Sir  John  Totty  then  Mayor, 
joining  with  other  feditious  people  of  the  commons^ 
at  once  turned  out  eight  aldermen  and  the  recorder. 
The  matter  being  extraordinary,  and  the  manner  of. 
difplacing  thofe  men  who  were  the  wealthieft  and 
moil  fubltantial  of  the  city,  being  very  irregular  and 
turbulent^  they  applied  themfelves  to  the  King  in 
England,  and  his  Majefty,  at  my  firft  coming  over,  or- 
dered me  to  hear  and  determine  it  according  to  juftice. 
This  affair  had  a  full  hearing  at  large,  and  the  pro- 
ceeding of  turning  out  thefe  aldermen  appearing  not 
only  contrary  to  all  the  practices  and  cuftoms  of  this 
city,  but  alfo  againft  the  rules  of  common  juftice, 
it  was  declared  void  by  the  whole  board,  there  being 
at  leaft  20  of  the  council  prefent*  not  one  diffenting, 
and  that  the  aldermen  mould  be  replaced  again  ;  as 
alfo  that  all  acls  and  proceedings  relating  to  the 
turning  out  of  thefe  aldermen  mould  be  erazed  out 
of  the  city  books.  The  firft  part  was  performed,  and 
the  aldermen  put  in  poffeflion  of  their  places  again  j 
but  as  for  the  latter,  the  city  has  neglected  to  do  it 
hitherto,  and  the  laft  week  there  being  a  quarter  af- 
fembly,  the  matter  was  taken  into  confideration  : 
the  mayor   and  aldermen  unanimoufly   agreed,     and 
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fent  it  to  the  commons ;  the  commons  by  vote  have  re- 
fufed  obadience  to  our  orders.  I  am  confidering  what  to 
do  in  the  thing :  fure  I  am  I  will  not  fuffer  his  Majefty's 
authority  to  beflighted,  but  will  fee  our  orders  obeyed, 
and  thefe  proceedings,  by  one  means  or  other,  razed 
out  of  their  books.  The  reports  which  every  day 
are  tranfmitted  hither  from  England  of  my  remove, 
is  the  principal  caufe  of  their  ftubbornefs  ;  and,  in- 
deed, it  is  a  misfortune  to  his  Majefty's  affairs,  that 
fuch  rumours  are  fpread  ;  for  I  do  not^bejieve  that 
under  the  fun  there  are_a  "people  who  are  more  apt 
to^1p(e~aTia^frrbnt  their  governors  than  fome  here 
W7  and  "will,  it  ThTy^fiaveany  imagination  that 
trTejjTare  lobe  recalled  :  but  I  know  not  how  this 
can  be  helped  in  fuch  a  loofe  age  as  this,  where  all 
men  write  and  fpeak  what  they  pleafe  ;  however, 
doubtlefs  it  much  weakens  his  Majefty's  authority. 
The  reafon  that  I  have  writ  all  this  is  to  introduce 
another  matter,  wherein  I  defire  you  to  ask  my  lord 
keeper  and  Sir  William  Jones  the  attorney  general 
their  opinions  :  There  is  one  Phillpot,  a  haberdafher, 
who  hath  in  my  lord  Berkley's  time,  and  now  fince 
my  coming,  hath  been  the  principal  ringleader  of 
thefe  feditious  people.  This  jnan,  while  the  eight 
aldermen  were  turned  out,  was  himfelf  and  one 
Greffingham  chofen  into  the  place  of  two  of  the 
aldermen,  which  election  was  by  the  judgment  of  the 
board  made  void.  Some  time  after  the  council  had 
given  this  fentencej  this  Phillpot,  being  mailer  of  one 
of  the  corporations  of  the  city,  and  there  being  fome 
cups  which  belonged  to  them  to  be  new  caft,  he, 
without  orders  of  his  corporation,  directed  a  motto  to 
be  put  upon  them  in  thefe  words,  Thefe  Cups  were 
made  in  the  year  when  Phillpot  and  Grejfmgham  were 
Aldermen  ;  which  cups  are  conftantly  ufed  at  all  the 
feafts  of  the  city.     Now,   perhaps,  tho'   the  thing 
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may  feem  but  trivial  in  itfelf,  yet  I  conceive  'tis  of 
fome  confequence  to  the  government,  that  a  kind  of 
memorial  mould  be  kept,  and  every  year  fet  before 
the  faces  of  the  people,  contradiclinganorder  of  the 
lord  lieutenant  and  council,  who  have  adjudged  thefe 
men  not  to  be  aldermen,  and  that  th  j.i;  election  was 
totally  irregular  and  void,  andTF7aVFo~nie~"end  there 
might  l)e  no  memo?}  of  fuch  irregularities,  all  pro- 
ceedings relating  to  it  mould  be  razed  out  of  the 
books. 

I  am  very  fure  the  city  will  never  be  in  any  tole- 
rable quiet  till  fome  few  of  the  chief  incendiaries  do 
fmart  for  it.  Being  loath  in  my  own  nature  to  make 
ufe  of  power  for  the  chaftifement  of  fuch  exorbitan- 
cies,  I  have  been  watching  to  lay  hold  of  fome  par- 
ticular to  fix  upon  any  of  them,  which  might  bear  an 
indictment  in  fome  of  the  King's  courts  ;  and,  if  I 
miftake  not,  this  will,  upon  the  fcore  of  fedition  ; 
wherefore  1  defire  you  to  take  fome  opportunity  to 
fpeak  with  thefe  two  perfons  before  mentioned,  fo 
foon  as  conveniently  you  can,  and  let  me  know  their 
opinions.  1  would  not  have  it  difcourfed  of  abroad, 
but  only  to  alk  them  privately,   and   let  me  under- 

ftand   their  fenfe.      The  violeiicies  of  fome  of  thefe 
^  ■  ■  ■  ■■  ■ * 

little, fellows  have  been  infurrerabJ£;  and  what  courfe 
foever  I  fhall  think  fit  to  take  with  them,  I  would  be 
glad  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  judgment  of  thofe  two 
great  men,  I  mean  my  lord  keeper  and  Mr.  attorney, 
being  loath  to  begin  with  any  of  them  in  a  point 
which  will  not  certainly  hold.  Pray,  tell  my  lord 
keeper  that  I  have  his  letter  concerning  theefcheators, 

I  am  your  moft  affectionate  brother, 

ESSEX. 

C  a  To 
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To  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  2,   1674-5. 

TH  E   provoft    of   the   college   here   dying   laft 
night,  upon  enquiry  what  is  directed  by  fta- 
tutes  of  the  college  for  the  nominating  of  another,  I 
do  find,  that  the  vice  provoft  do  fignify  the  vacancy  to 
the  chancellor,  and  that  the  chancellor  do  acquaint  his 
Majefty  therewith,  who  has  referved  the  nomination 
to  himfelf.      Conceiving   the    matter   to  be  of  fome 
confequence  to  this   kingdom,  that  a  fit  and  prudent 
man  be   intrufted   in   this  employment,  and  knowing 
that   a  perfon   (who,   as    all   the  bifnops  and  others 
here,    tell   me   is   a  molt  unfit   man  for  it}  flays  in 
England  on   purpofe  to  get  this  preferment,  I  have 
by  this  pacquet  fent   to  recommond  Mr.  dean  Ward, 
whom  I  look  upon  as  the  difcreeteft  and  propereft  man 
in  this  kingdom  to  be  provoft,  and  whom   I  under- 
ftand  that  your  Grace  has  the  like  good  opinion  of. 
My   letter  is   gone  to  Mr.  fecretary   Coventry,  well 
knowing  how  entirely  he  is   your  Grace's  fervant  ; 
and  I  have    likewife  given  him  a  hint  of  the   forms 
that  are  to  pafs  through  you,   that  he  may  fo  manage 
the  affair,  as   to  prevent  any  perfon  from  being  im- 
pofed  upon  us,   and  may  introduce  this  gentleman  fo 
fucceed,  fo  foon    as   your  Grace's   letter   fhall   come 
over.     Thus  much    I   thought  fit  to  acquaint  your 
Grace  with,  both  in  regard  of  the  ftation  you  are  in, 
as  chancellor,  and  alfo  to  allure   you,  that    I   fhall 
never  be   wanting  in  paying  your  Grace  all  due  re- 
fpect  and  efteem,   as  being 

Your  Grace's  moft  faithful, 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  Sir  Henry  Capel. 

Dear  Brother,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  3,  1674-5. 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  27th  of  January,  all  in 
cyphers.  I  defire  you  to  give  my  lord  of  Arling- 
ton all  the  kind  thanks  imaginable  from  me,  for  the 
notices  he  fends  by  it,  and  intreat  him  he  will  make 
ufe  of  your  hand  to  convey  things  of  this  nature  to 
me,  which  I  lhall  conftantly  keep  with  per  feci:  fe- 
crecy  ;  but  as  for  the  matter  itfelf  the  new  letting 
of  the  farm,  I  do  know  that  there  is  a  treaty  on  foot 
concerning  it,  and  letters  d^r  pafs  between  my  lord 
treafurer  and  myfelf  upon  that  fubjecl,  and  for  aught 
I  can  find,  he  is  very  fair  towards  me  in  the  thing,  and 
will  not,  I  believe,  conclude  without  firft  acquaint- 
ing me  therewith  ;  wherefore  I  conceive  it  beft  tp 
let  that  matter  alone.      I  am, 

Your  moft  affeclionate  brother, 

ESSEX, 

# 
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To  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  3,   1674-5. 

TH  E  city  of  Dublin  hath  never  fince  my 
coming,  nor  of  a  long  time  before,  been  very 
eafy  or  quiet  ;  the  commons  perpetually  jarring  and 
mutinying  againft  the  mayor  and  aldermejL_  I  will 
noT  repeat  to  you  what  was  done  hefore  my  time, 
upon  projecls  of  Sir  Ellis  Leighton1,  in  fupporting 
the  commons  againft  their  fuperiors  ;  but  fure  I  am, 
that  his  praclices  in  countenancing  that  inferior  fort 
of  people,  have  made  them  obftinate  and  wilful  ever 
fince  j  nor  need  I  tell  you  how  upon  his  Majefty's 
C  3  letter 
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letter  of  reference    to   myfelf  and  council,    we   ad- 
judged  the  turning  out   the  eight  aldermen  and  re- 
corder, to  be  (as  indeed  it  was)  both  contrary  to  the 
cuftom  of  this  city,  and  even  to  the  rules  of  common 
juftice  j   for  with    thefe    tranfa&ions  I  fuppofe   you 
long  ago  are  acquainted.     There  was   a  claufe  in  re- 
quiring the  city   to  blot  out  of  their  books  thofe  ir- 
regular proceedings  of  theirs  relating  to  the  eight  alder- 
men and  recorder  ;  this  hath  refted  among  them  ever 
fince,    and   by  reafon  of  fome   unfettlednefs  in    the 
aflembly,  and  fome    little  differences   and   difputes  a- 
mong  themfelves,  I  omitted  the  prefiing  of  the  exe- 
cution of  that  part  of  the   order  till  now,  this  laft 
week,   it    being   propofed  among  them,    the   mayor 
and  aldermen  unanimoufly  confented,  but   the   com- 
mons refufed.     The    matter  in  itfelf  is  of  no  great 
moment,  but  I  conceive  it  of  much  confequence  that 
)ais  Majefty's.   commands   fhould  be   obeyed  ;   and  it 
will  be   a  precedent  very  dangerous  to  the  govern- 
ment here,  that  they  {hall  have  an  order  of  the  lieu- 
tenant and  council  ente/ed  upon  their  books,   requir- 
ing them  to  raze  out   fome  matters   in  their  ac~t,s_of 
aflembly,  and  that  thefe  very  things  in  after  times  fhall 
appear  unrazed, which  may  give  a  ground  in  future  ages 
|?oth  to  this  and  other  cities  and  corporations  to  difpute 
the  rendering  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  authority  ; 
for  which  reafon  I  am  refolved  to  have  the  thing  done 
one  way  or  other,  and  if  I  can  find  any   legal  courfe 
that  will  reach  fome  of  thefe  feditious  people,  I  will 
certainly   make   them   fmart  for   it.     Thus  much  I 
thought   neceflary    to  acquaint  you  with,    that  you 
might  know  how    things  move  here,  left  any  flying 
reports    fhould    bring    mifreprefentations    upon    our 
agings.   The  provoft  of  this  college  being  lately  dead} 
I  have  confulted  fome  of  his  Majefty's  council  to  inform 
myfelf  ia  whofe  difpofition  the  gift  thereof  is,  who 
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are  of  opinion  that  it  is  in  me,  for  the  ftatutes  of 
the  college,  of  which  I  have  fent  you  a  copy,  di- 
recting, that  the  chancellor  fhould  give  notice  to  the 
King  of  the  vacancy,  to  the  end  that  the  college 
fhould  be  provided  with  a  new  one ;  and  his  Ma- 
jefty  having  granted  to  me,  by  my  patent,  the  dif- 
pofal  of  all  places  civil  and  ecclefiaftical,  which  are 
in  his  gift,  except  fome  therein  particularly  men- 
tioned, this  not  being  excepted,  muft  of  confequence 
remain  in  my  difpofal,  and  indeed  I  conceive  the 
thing  is  very  clear  ;  yet,  however,  having  enquired 
into  the  practice  of  former  times,  I  do  find  that  in 
my  lord  Strafford's  time  it  was  granted  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  letter,  but  in  my  lord  of  Ormond's  time,  in 
the  year  1643  or  44,  his  lordfhip  then  lieutenant, 
did  grant  it  from  himfelf  without  any  letter,  and 
fince  his  Majefty's  reftoration,  the  gentleman  who 
laft  had  it,  received  it  from  his  Majefty's  letter ;  but 
that  letter  was  fent  when  there  was  no  governor,  viz. 
in  the  year  1660  5  for  from  the  end  of  May  till 
Chriftmas  following,  when  the  lords  juftices  com- 
miflion  was  firft  pafTed,  there  could  be  no  other  way 
of  making  thefe  grants  :  fo  as  there  is  both  my  pa- 
tent, and  likewife  the  precedent  of  my  lord  of  Or- 
mond,  to  confirm  my  right.  I  have  pitched  upon, 
Mr.  dean  Ward,  who  is  every  way  a  man  fitly 
qualified  for  the  employment,  and  have  herewith 
fent  you  a  letter  for  his  Majefty's  fignature,  in  cafe 
his  Majefty  will  have  it  pafs  that  way,  but  if  it  go 
the  other,  a  line  from  yourfelf  will  be  fufficient.  I 
am,  I  confefs,  very  fearful  of  having  a  perfon  put 
in  who  is  not  of  abilities  and  parts  fuitable  to  the 
truft,  it  being  the  only  college  for  the  education  of 
the  youth  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  I  do  afiure  you  this 
doctor  Ward  hath  the  votes  of  the  bifhops,  and  all 
other  people  here,  as  abfolutely    the  propereft  man 
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for  the  provoftfhip  ;  wherefore  I  defire  the  utmoft 
of  your  afliftance,  whereby  you  will  not  only  oblige 
this  gentleman,  but  the  whole  kingdom,  and  very 
particularly 

Your  moil  faithful  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  3,   1674-5. 

SOME  time  fince  I  defired  my  lord  Conway  to 
write  to   your  lordfhip  concerning   the  provoft- 
fhip of  the  college  here,  and   to   intreat  your   lord- 
fhip's  favour  and  afliftance  in  recommending  Mr  dean 
Ward   to  it :  the  provoft  is  lately  dead,   and,    upon 
viewing  my  patent,  I  conceive  that   thing  is   clearly 
in  my   gift,     but   I  do  find   that  the    practice  hath 
been  both  ways  ;  my  lord  of  Ormond,  when  lieute- 
nant, did  difpofe  of  it  as  from  himfelf,  but  my  lord 
of  Strafford  did  it  by  letter  from  his  Majefty  :  where- 
fore I  have  fent  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  fecretary 
Coventry,  but  however  acquainting  him  with  my  right, 
and    with  the  precedent  I  have   for  it  ;  being  loath, 
fince  it   has  been  a  received  opinion  that  the  gift  was 
in  the  King,  abfolutely  to  difpofe  thereof  till  I  had 
made  it  known  to  his  Majefty.     Mr.  dean  Ward  is 
a  man,  that  I  dare  be  anfwerable  for,  to  be  the  fitted 
in   the   whole   kingdom   for    the   employment  ;   and 
therefore  if  any  endeavours  mould  be  ufed  to  intro- 
duce another,  I  defire  your  afliftance  in  Dr.  Ward's 
behalf.     I  have  confidered  of  Mr.  Proger's  petition, 
which  your  lordfhip  fent  over  with  your  letter  dated 
the  20th  of  January,  and  do  find  that  Sir  Ellis  Leigh- 
ton  hath  paffed  a   patent  for  a  leafe  of  thofe  lands 
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and  re&ories  therein  mentioned ;  but  thefe  formerly 
belonging  to  the  church,  the  a&s  of  fettlement  have 
vefted  them  again  in  the  church,  and  whenever  they 
fhall  be  queftioned,  I  am  confident  Sir  Ellis  Leigh- 
ton's  grant  will  be  overthrown.  The  like  failure 
muft  of  confequence  be  found  in  the  grant  of  the 
inheritance  of  them  ;  fo  as  I  fear  it  will  be  of  no 
advantage  to  Mr.  Progers  if  he  fhould  have  fuch  a 
patent.  Mr.  Progers  is  a  gentleman  I  have  long 
lenown,  and  a  perfon  for  whom  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
have  an  opportunity  put  into  my  hands  to  do  him 
any  fervice  :  and  indeed,  the  beft  I  can  now  perform 
upon  this  fubjecT:,  is  truly  to  report  to  your  lordfhip 
the  ftate  of  his  caufe  ;  and  whenever  any  better  oc- 
cafion  fhall  happen,  1  (hall  mod  willingly  and  faith- 
fully do  him  the  part  of  a  friend. 

Within  one  week  I  hope  to  give  your  lordfhip  fome 
account  concerning  the  farmers  books,  and  in  the 
mean  time  I  remain  with  perfect  truth. 

Your  lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX, 
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To  the  Lord  Ranelagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  3,   1674-5. 

THE  provoft  of  the  college  is  now  newly  dead, 
and  therefore  your  lordfhip's  good  word  to  his 
Majefty,  if  there  be  an  occafion,  will  be  very  fea- 
fonable  on  Mr.  dean  Ward's  behalf ;  but  I  hope 
there  will  be  no  need  of  any  folicitation,  in  regard 
that  upon  confideration  I  find  the  gift  thereof  to  be 
in  my  patent  :  however,  I  have  writ  to  Mr.  fecre- 
tary  Coventry  in  this  matter,  and  if  his  Majefty  will 

haye 
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have  it  pafs  by  way  of  his  letter,  I  doubt  not  of 
your  lordfhip's  afliftance  in  prevailing  with  the  King 
that  Dr.  Ward,  whom  I  have  recommended,  fhould 
be  the  man.  Having  nothing  further  to  trouble  you 
with  at  prefent,  I  remain, 

Your  lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  Sir  Arthur  Forbefe. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  9,  1674-5, 

IH  A  V  E  received  your  two  letters  dated  the  3d 
of  February.  As  for  the  alignments  of  the 
money,  the  commiflioners  have  not  dealt  well  with 
me,  in  not  having  fent  them  before  :  having  had  both 
thofe  of  the  treafury  and  of  Cork-houfe  with  me 
this  morning,  I  have  adjufted  the  matter  fo  as  you 
will  not  fail  of  an  account  by  this  poft  that  the  mo- 
ney will  be  fpeedily  and  certainly  paid. 

My  lord  juftice  is  enquiring  after  Steele,  whom 
you  mention,  concerning  counterfeiting  of  money ; 
there  is  alfo  one  William  Barrett,  living  now  in 
Belfaft,  a  goldfmith  by  trade,  who  came  four  or  five 
years  fince  from  Newcaftle,  and  has  been  fhrewdly 
fufpecled  of  coining  ,  I  defire  you  would  inform 
yourfelf  thereof.  You  may  do  well  to  have  an  ac- 
count where  Wall  and  Montgomery  do  ufually  refide, 
but  for  the  prefent,  I  think  it  not  convenient  to 
have  them  apprehended  ;  tho'  I  would  be  glad  to 
know  when  we  may  find  them,  for  fome  reafons 
which  I  (hall  difcourfe  with  you  when  you  come  up 
hither. 

I 
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I  have  herewith  enclofed  a  letter  from  my  lord 
MaJTereen  to  Mr.  Beecher,  aud  if  any  orders  be 
convenient  for  foldiers,  you  may  give  directions 
therein. 

I  am,  your  moft  faithful 
and  affectionate  fervant, 

ESSEX, 

Since  I  writ  this,  the  aflignments  were  brought  to 
me,  which  are  herewith  tranfmitted. 

To  Lord  Fitzharding, 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  6,  16745, 

SOME  time  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  your 
lordfhip,  together  with  a  petition  concerning 
your  quit-rents,  upon  which  I  directed  Mr.  Godol- 
phin  to  fpeak  to  your  agent  to  what  was  expected 
on  my  part  therein,  who  tells  me,  that  till  fome  pro- 
ceedings have  been  in  his  Majefty's  courts  here, 
they  have  nothing  to  defire  from  me.  The  matter, 
I  muft  confefs,  by  fo  much  as  I  can  underftand  of  it, 
feems  a  little  perplexed  ;  but  as  foon  as  application 
fhall  be  made,  your  lordfhip  may  afTure  yourfelf  of 
my  friendfhip  and  readinefs  to  ferve  you,  upon  this 
or  any  other  occafion. 

Our  news  from  England  gives  us  an  account,  that 
the  parliament  is  like  to  fit;  if  fo,  I  fear  it  will 
hinder  your  lordfhip's  coming  into  the  country, 
which,  whenever  your  affairs  will  permit,  your  com- 
pany will  be  moft  welcome  to, 

Your  lordfhip's  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  the  Earl  of  Anglefey. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  6,  1674-5, 

YOUR  lordfhipY  of  the  29th  December,  came 
to  my  hands  about  ten  days  fince,  wherein, 
among  other  things,  you  mention  the  troublefome 
condition  which  the  baronies  of  Bear  and  Bantry  in 
the  county  of  Cork  are  in.  Since  my  coming,  I  have 
obferved  that  almoft  all  thofe  mountainous  rocky 
parts  are  fubjecl  to  thefe  diforders  in  the  winter  fea- 
fon,  but  in  the  fummer  we  eafily  find  means  to  quiet 
the  people  ;  and  I  do  intend  this  next  fpring  to  fend 
fome  men  into  thofe  quarters  your  lordfhip  fpeaks  of. 
Your  brother  alfo  was  with  me,  and  delivered  a  letter 
of  my  lord  of  Arlington's  in  his  behalf,  for  a  troop 
of  horfe.  Thofe  employments  fall  but  feidom,  there 
having  not  been  one  in  my  difpofal  fince  my  coming  ; 
and  indeed,  I  am  never  without  letters  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  for  feveral  perfons,  requiring  the  giving  of 
thofe  commands,  fo  as  I  cannot  pofitively  refolve 
what  to  do  upon  this  occafion.     I  am, 

Your  lordfhip's  moft  faithful  humble  feryant, 

ESSEX. 


To   Mr.   Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  6,   1674-5. 

THIS  letter  ferves  only  to  convey  the  inclofed 
to  you  in  behalf  of  the  earl  of  Kildare,  which 
I   mentioned  in  mine   of  the  30th  of  January  ;  the 
matter   feems    very  reafonable,  which  makes  me  re- 
commend it  to  his  Majefty's  fignature.     I  am, 
Yqur  moft  faithful  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

RIGHT 
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RIGKT    trufty,    &c.     We    greet    you    well. 
Whereas    Our  right  trufty  and  right   well  be- 
loved coufin,    John   earl    of  Kildare,    hath    by  his 
guardian   Elizabeth,    countefs    dowager    of    Clare, 
humbly  petitioned,    fetting  forth    that  Wentworth, 
late   earl  of  Kildare,  father  of  him  the  faid  John,  on 
or  about  the  flrft  day  of  February  in  the   10th  year 
of  Our  reign,  by  indenture  under  his  the  faid  Went- 
worth's  hand  and  feal,   for  and  in  confideration  of  the 
fum  of  ten   pounds,    fterl.    paid   unto   him   the  faid 
earl  by  one  George  Fitzgerald,  then   of  Lady-town, 
and  formerly   of  Chriftian's-town  in   the  county  of 
Kildare,  in    that  Our   kingdom,  gentleman,  and  to- 
wards  the  reparation  of  the  faid  George,   in  that  he 
did  not  enjoy  fome  other  lands  that  had   been  leafed 
to   him  by  the  faid  earl,  did  demife,  grant,   and    to 
farm  let  unto  fir  Maurice  Euftace,  knight,  (afterward 
lord  chancellor   of  Ireland)  the   town  and   lands  of 
Walters-town  in   the    county  of  Kildare,    with  the 
hamlets  and  land  thereunto  belonging  ;  the  town  and 
lands  of  Doveeny  and  Ballygrenan  in  the  faid  coun- 
ty, with  the    hamlets    thereunto   belonging,  and  the 
village,  hamlets,  and    lands   of  Feanens   in    the  faid 
county,  to  have  and    to  hold  the  faid  towns  and  lands 
with  their  and  every  of  their  rights,    members    and 
appurtenances,  for  the  term  of  fifty  one   years    after 
the  leafe  then  in   being   of  the  premifTes  refpectiveiy 
ended,  yielding  and  paying  unto  the  faid  Wentworth, 
his    heirs  and  aflignsj  the  feveral  rents  and  referva- 
tions    in  the  faid  indenture  mentioned  and  exprefled  ; 
and  that  in  the   faid   indenture,  the  name  of  the  faid 
ur  Maurice  Euftace,  knight,  was  made  ufe  of  in  truft, 
and  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  faid  George 
Fitzgerald,   and   likewife  fetting    forth   that   the  faid 
George  Fitzgerald  at  the  time  of  the  faid  leafe  made, 

was 
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was  a  perfon  indicted  and  outlawed  in  that  Our  king- 
dom of  Ireland  for  high  treafon,  upon  account  of  the 
late  rebellion  or  war,  which  began  in  that  Our 
kingdom  the  23d  of  October  1641,  whereby  the  faid 
truft,  and  all  the  right,  title,  and  intereft  of  him  the 
faid  George  Fitzgerald  to  the  faid  lands  became  for- 
feited to  Us,  and  are  difpofable  by  Us  unto  the  ufes 
of  the  acts  of  fettlement  and  explanation  enacted  in 
that  Our  kingdom,  by  which  acts,  or  one  of  them, 
the  truft  of  the  faid  term  of  years  is  appointed  part 
of  the  fecurity  defigned  for  the  fatisfaclion  of  the 
commimoned  officers,  who  ferved  Us  and  Our  royal 
father  in  Our  wars  of  Ireland,  before  the  5th  day 
of  June  1649.  And  upon  the  whole  matter  befought 
Us,  that  We  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant 
unto  him  the  faid  John  the  benefits  and  advantages 
of  the  faid  truft,  and  all  our  right,  title,  and  intereft 
in  law  or  equity,  in  or  to  the  faid  lands  during  the 
remainder  of  the  faid  term  of  years,  to  the  end  the 
fame  be  not  longer  an  incumbrance  on  the  lands  of 
him  the  faid  John,  all  which  We  taking  into  Our 
princely  confideration,  and  the  many  good  and  faithful 
fervices  performed  to  Us  and  Our  royal  predeceflbrs 
Kings  and  Queens  of  England,  by  the  anceftors  of 
the  faid  John  earl  of  Kildare,  and  to  th«  end  the  faid 
John  earl  of  Kildare  may  be  encouraged  to  follow 
the  example  of  his  anceftors  in  their  loyalty  and  fide- 
lity to  the  crown,  and  likewife  taking  into  Our  con- 
fideration one  provifoe  or  claufe  in  the  86th  page  of 
the  act  of  fettlement  of  that  Our  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
whereby  it  is  ena<5fced,  that  it  (hall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  lord  lieutenant,  or  the  chief  governor  of 
that  Our  kingdom  for  the  time  being,  by  any  deed 
under  his  or  their  hands  and  feals,  to  grant  the  reft  and 
refidue  of  all  leafes  not  exceeding  three  lives,  or  31 
years  from  the  23d  of  October   1641,  to  oe  reckoned 

and 
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and  accounted,  which  by  the  faid  ac"l  are  veiled  in 
Us,  to  fuch  innocent  perfon  or  perfons  to  whom  the 
rent  and  reverfion  upon  fuch  leafes  do  appertain, 
whereby  it  is  manifeft,  that  the  intention  of  the  faid 
ac~l  was  to  gratify  innocent  and  loyal  perfons,  by 
granting  unto  them  forfeited  incumbrances  of  this 
nature  on  their  own  eftates,  and  altho'  the  leafe  be- 
fore mentioned  be  not  within  the  record  or  letter  of 
the  faid  provifoe,  we  do  neverthelefs  think  fit  as  a 
mark  of  Our  favour  to  the  faid  John  earl  of  Kil- 
dare,  and  in  difcharge  of  the  truft  repofed  in  Us  by 
the  a£fcs  of  fettlement  and  explanation  enacted  in 
that  Our  kingdom,  to  grant  Our  right  and  intereft 
therein  unto  him  the  faid  John  earl  of  Kildare,  and 
We  do  therefore  will  and  require  you  that  in  cafe 
it  fhall  appear  to  you  that  the  faid  George  Fitz- 
gerald is  outlawed  of  high  treafon  as  aforefaid,  you 
caufe  a  commiffion  to  iflue  out  under  Our  great  feal 
of  that  Our  faid  kingdom,  unto  fome  of  pur  juftices 
of  peace  of  the  county  of  Kildare,  impowering  and 
requiring  them  to  enquire  of  the  faid,  and  whether 
the  fame  was  taken  in  the  name  of  the  faid  fir  Maurice 
Euftace  in  truft  for  the  faid  George  Fitzgerald  as  a- 
forefaid,  and  to  value,  and  true  eftimate  make  of  the 
real  value  of  the  faid  intereft  for  term  of  years  grant- 
ed unto  the  faid  fir  Maurice  Euftace  by  the  faid 
Wentworth  as  aforefaid,  and  what  the  fame  is  yearly 
worth  in  cafe  of  purchafe  between  party  and  party, 
and  return  therefore  to  make  into  the  faid  court  of 
Chancery,  which  being  done  it  is  likewife  Our  will 
and  pleafure,  that  without  flaying  for  any  further 
or  other  warrant,  you  do  by  advice  of  fome  of  our 
council  learned  in  the  laws  of  that  Our  kingdom, 
caufe  effectually  letters  patents  under  the  great  feal 
of  that  Our  kingdom,  to  be  made  and  palled  unto 
the  faid  John   earl    of  Kildare,   containing  a  grant 
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unto  him  the  faid  John  earl  of  Kildare,  or  to  fucH 
perfon  or  perfons  as  fhall  be  nominated  in  his  be- 
half of  the  faid  intereft  and  term  of  years  in  the  fe- 
veral  premiffes  before  mentioned,  and  of  all  Our 
rights,  titles,  truft,  and  intereft  in  law  or  equity 
in  the  faid  feveral  lands,  or  any  part  or  parcel  of 
them  by  virtue  of  the  faid  indenture  of  demife,  and 
the  attainder  of  the  faid  George  as  aforefaid,  or  by 
any  other  means  or  ways  whatfoever,  to  be  held  du- 
ring the  remainder  of  the  faid  term  under  the  quit 
rent  payable  thereof  to  Us  by  the  faid  acts  of  fettle- 
ment  and  explanation  ;  he  the  faid  earl  of  Kildare, 
and  his  heirs,  firft  delivering  to  Our  chancellor  of 
that  our  kingdom,  to  be  by  him  cancelled,  fo  many 
debentures  of  arrears  due  for  fervices  before  the  5th 
of  June  1649,  and  yet  unfatisfied,  is  according  to 
the  valuation  to  be  returned  as  aforefaid,  will  an- 
fwer  five  years  purchafe  for  the  faid  leafe ;  all  which 
faid  debentures  are  to  be  allowed  and  fatisfied  at  the 
rate  of  twelve  {hillings  and  fix  pence  per  pound,  in 
which  care  is  likewife  to  be  had,  that  fo  much  of 
the  faid  twelve  (hillings  and  fix  pence  per  pound  as 
hath  been  already  fatisfied  in  land,  houfes,  or  money, 
by  Our  late  commillioners  for  execution  of  the  faid 
acl:,  be  not  again  placed  to  account  by  the  faid  John 
earl  of  Kildare,  or  his  heirs  ;  but  that  your  faid  five 
years  purchafe  be  made  up  and  compleated  out  of 
the  remaining  part  of  the  faid  twelve  fhillings  and 
fix  pence  per  pound  that  is  yet  unfatisfied,  and  in 
the  faid  letters  patents  you  are  to  caufe  to  be  in- 
ferted  all  fuch  beneficial  claufes  as  may  render  Our 
faid  grant  good  and  effectual  in  law,  unto  him  the 
faid  John  and  afligns,  and  for  fo  doing,  this  (hall 
be  to  you  Our  lord  lieutenant  of  that  Our  kingdom, 
and  all  other  Our  chief  governor  or  governors  there- 
of for  the  time  being,  a  fufficient  warrant  and  au- 
thority, 
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thority,  notwithftanding  Our  feveral  letters  under 
Our  privy  fignet  and  fign  manual,  unto  you  or  any 
other  Our  chief  governor  of  that  Our  kingdom,  di- 
rected. Dated  the  21ft  of  September,  or  2d  of 
March  1673,  or  the  8th  of  June  1674,  in  the  be^- 
half  of  colonel  Cary  Dillon,  whereby  the  liberty 
and  preference  of  placing  49  arrears  on  fuch  incum- 
brances is  given  to  the  faid  Cary  Dillon,  and  not- 
withstanding any  other  former  order  or  direction 
in  the  behalf  of  any  other  perfon  whatfoever. 
Given,  &e. 
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To  the  Earl  of  Orrery, 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  9,  1674-5^ 

YOUR  Iordfhip's  letter  of  the  2d  of  Febru- 
ary, gives  me  an  account  concerning  Owen 
Carty,  a  principal  tory  in  your  parts  of  the  country. 
I  perceive  by  his  petition  that  he  is  willing  to  come 
in,  but  by  the  feveral  circumftances  which  your  let- 
ter recites,  he  appears  to  be  guilty  of  murder,  fo  as 
I  am  a  little  in  doubt  what  to  do  in  relation  to  him, 
having  never  yet  pardoned  any  for  that  crime,  yet 
however,  if  he  doth  bring  in  thofe  other  perfons,  who 
together  with  him  were  in  this  fact,  and  it  mail  be 
found  that  fome  of  them,  and  not  himfelf  did  give 
the  wound  which  killed  this  man,  tho'  he  were  in 
the  company,  fince  we  cannot  by  other  ways  ap- 
prehend them,  I  mall  be  content  to  pardon  Carty* 
I  have  ever  made  it  my  rule  for  dealing  with  thofe  loofe 
people,  that  until  the  fervice  be  done,  I  do  not  grant 
a  pardon,  and  therefore  till  Carty  has  performed, 
and  that  the  people  whom  he  accufes  be  actually 
brought  in,  his  pardon  is  not  to  pafs. 

D  I  am 


5o  LETTERS     OF 

I  am  very  glad  your  lordfhip  has  no  need  of  the 
money,  which  the  country  was  fo  willing  to  raife  for 
the  repair  of  the  two  caftles  you  mention,  I  doubt 
not  but  the  remitting  of  it  will  be  an  encourage- 
ment for  them  to  do  the  like  upon   other  occafions. 

You  will  by  this  receive  orders  for  the  return  of 
the  troops  and  company  into  their  former  quarters, 
which  you  may  keep  by  you,  and  when  you  find 
there  is  no  further  need  of  them  abroad,  they  may 
be  recalled. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  to  give  your 
lordfhip  thanks  for  your  care  in  this  matter,  and  to 
ailure  you  that,    I   am, 

Your  lordmip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  io,  1674-5. 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  2d  inftant,  together 
with  the  order  of  council  relating  to  your  lord- 
fhip's  money,  his  Majefty's  letter  for  the  levying 
of  the  fame,  is  alfo  come  to  my  hands,  we  (hall 
fpeedily  proceed   to  the  difpatch  of  that  bufinefs. 

In  mine  of  the  3d  of  February,  I  gave  you  fome  ac- 
count of  the  diforders  that  the  city  is  in  here,  which  the 
privy  council,  (being  formerly  petitioned  by  the  mayor 
and  aldermen)  had  agreed, but  the  commons  had  denied 
any  ccr.jp' iance  to  our  order  for  the  razing  out  thofe 
undue  proceedings  againft  the  former  recorder  and 
late  aider*.. en.  I  alfo  hear  that  the  alTembly  of  the 
commons  confided  of  fifty  eight,  forty  five  whereof 
voted  againft  the  order,  and  only  thirteen  for  it,  fo  as 

it 
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it  was  evident,  that  the  major  part  of  the  commons 
are  infected  with  this  diforder.  We  iflued  out 
a  further  order,  requiring  pofitively  their  obedience, 
and  in  cafe  they  refufed,  that  the  names  of  thofe 
perfons  fhould  be  returned  who  prefumed  to  vote 
againft  it,  and  upon  reading  this  order,  the  commons 
violently  broke  open  the  doors  and  went  out,  and 
thus  diftolved  the  aiTembly.  I  do  know  that  it  is 
three  or  four  men  who  act.  it  all,  and  who  fpend 
their  time  wholly  in  feditious  meetings,  and  inciting 
the  people  to  this  difobedience  ;  I  fear,  mould  we 
not  take  fome  courfe  with  thefe  ringleaders,  the  ex* 
ample  of  it  would  be  very  mifchievous  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  therefore  I  defire  you  would  be  pleafed 
to  acquaint  his  Majefty  with  the  affair,  and  that  I 
may  have  a  fignification  of  his  pleafure  therein. 

As  for  the  matter  itfelf,  I  prefume  we  fhall  order 
their  books  to  be  brought  to  us  in  council,  and  fee 
them  razed  there,  but  the  point  I  would  be  glad  to 
have  his  Majefty 's  directions  in,  is  whether  I  fhould 
not  proceed  to  inflict  fome  punifhment  upon  thofe 
men  who  are  of  fuch  unquiet  fpirits  as  to  flir  up 
the  people  to  this  fedition  ;  that  his  majefty  may  fee 
the  reafonablenefs  of  our  order  which  is  thus  dis- 
puted among  them.  I  have  herewith  inclofed  a  copy 
thereof. 

The  parliament  being  in  probability  to  meet,  I 
defire  you  will  be  pleafed  to  know  of  the  King,  with 
whom  he  will  have  me  place  my  proxy  this  next 
feflions,  the  laft  fitting  it  was  with  my  lord  of  Or- 
mond  5  not  knowing  whether  he  will  be  there  or  no, 
pray  take  fome  time  to  acquaint  his  Majefty,  that 
he  may  difpofe  thereof  as  beft  pleafeth  him,  and  you 
may  fignify  his  commands  therein.  The  provoft  of 
the  college  being  lately  dead,  if  your  letter  for  the 
reftitution  of  the  fellows  which  I  have  recommended 
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to  you  be  not  difpatched,  I  defire  it  may  be  addrefTed 
fo  as  before,  with  this  addition,  or  to  the  provoft  for 
the  time  being,  otherwife  it  will  neceflitate  the  re- 
newal thereof. 

I  am,    with  perfect  truth, 

Your  moll  faithful  humble  fervanr, 

ESSEX. 
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To   the   Lord  Treafurer* 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  10,  1674-5, 

IN  my  laft  I  gave  you   fome  account  of  mr.   Pro- 
gers  bufinefs  in  anfwer  to  your  letter,  but  forget- 
ing  then  to  return  mr.  Progers's  petition,   I  herewith 
tranfmit  it   to   your  lordfhip.    Since  my  coming  into 
this  employment,   I  have  not  met  with  any  thing  of 
much  difficulty  or  uneafinefs,  except  only  the  difor- 
ders   which   I  found  this  city  in  at   my  arrival,   and 
indeed  the   fecretary  of  that  perfon  who   was  here  be- 
fore me,   did  for   fome   of  his  own  private  ends   en- 
flame  a  feud,  that  was  beginning  between  the  alder- 
men and  commons   to  that  degree,  as  I  could   never 
with  all  the  induftry  and    fair  means  I  have  ufed  for 
thefe  two  years,  bring  them  to  any  compofure.  There 
was  a  mutiny,  in  the  time  of  my  lord  Berkley,  about 
the  building  of  a  bridge,  which  came  to  that  height, 
as  fir   Arthur   Forbefe  was  forced  to  draw   out   the 
guards,  and  fire  among  and  kill  fome  men  before  he 
could  make  them  quiet;    and  though   I  do  not  now 
fee  any  ground  to  apprehend  a  tumult  or  fedition  like 
that  ;  yet  the  ftubbornefs  of  the  commons  at  this  pre- 
fent  is   fuch,  that  unlefs,   fome  courfe  be  taken  with 
the  principal  incendiaries,  I  fear   it  cannot   but  end 
in   mifchief.     A  little  before  my  coming  over,  there 
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were  eight  aldermen  and  the  recorder  moft  violently 
and  irregularly  thruft  out  of  their  places  ;  and  his 
Majefty  was  pleafed  by  a  letter  to  refer  to  me  and 
the  council  the  hearing  and  determination  of  that 
matter  -}  we  fpent  feveral  days  upon  it,  and  having 
heard  council  at  large  on  both  fides,  we  declared  the 
proceedings,  in  turning  out  thole  aldermen  and  the 
recorder,  to  be  (as  indeed  they  were)  both  contrary 
to  the  cuftoms  of  the  city,  and  the  rules  of  com- 
mon juftice,  and  thereupon  ordered  the  aldermen 
and  recorder  to  be  replaced  ;  and  to  the  end  that  no 
memory  might  remain  of  fuch  undue  and  illegal  pro- 
ceedings, we  alfo  ordered,  that  ail  entries  relating  to 
the  expulfion  of  thefe  men,  fhould  be  razed  and 
blotted  out  of  their  books,  as  the  copy  of  the  order 
herewith  inclofed,  will  more  fully  inform  your  lord- 
fhip  ;  the  aldermen  took  their  places  again,  but  in 
regard  of  fome  unfettlednefs  in  their  aiTembly,  and 
fome  irregularities  and  inconftancy  in  their  meetings  ; 
this  latter  part  of  our  order,  concerning  the  rafure, 
was  fuffered  to  reft  till  of  late,  but  being  fome  weeks 
fince  informed  by  the  mayor,  that  our  order  was 
not  compleatly  executed,  we  (ent  a  feccnd  order  of 
council  requiring  their  obedience,  whereupon  at  an 
aiTembly  called  for  that  purpofe,  the  mayor  and  al- 
dermen unanimoufly  agreed  to  comply,  but  the  com- 
mons denied  it,  which  being  fignified  to  us  by  the 
mayor,  and  fheriffs,  we  fent  another  order  to  them 
exprefly  commanding  their  conformity,  with  rHrecYion 
to  return  the  names  of  thofe  who  mould  vote  againft 
it  ;  upon  this  an  aiTembly  being  called,  and  the  or- 
der read,  moft  of  the  commons  immediately  forced 
open  the  doors,  and  in  a  tumultuary  manner  broke 
up  the  aiTembly  ;  as  for  thefe  entries  upon  the  books, 
we  can  fend  for  the  books  tb^mfelves  to  the  council, 
and  caufe  thofe  parts  directed  in  our  order,  to  be 
D  3  expunged. 
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expunged  there  :  "it  feems  to  me  a  thing  infufferable, 
to  permit  men  to  go  away  with  a&s  of  difobedience, 
unpunifhed,  and  therefore  unlefs  fome  feverity  be  ufed 
upon  thofe  three  or  four  perfons  who  incite  the  reft 
to  fedition,  his  Majefty's  authority  will,  I  fear,  be 
much  weakened,  and  this  I  fhall  be  extreamly  afhamed 
to  fee  in  my  time.  Befides  in  this  cafe,  'tis  confider- 
able  that  Dublin  being  the  capital  city,  other  corpo- 
rations will  take  example  by  them,  and  the  pattern 
may  run  throughout  the  whole  kingdom.  But  there 
being  leifure  to  confult  his  Majefty's  pleafure  herein, 
I  give  your  lordftiip  the  trouble  of  this  large  letter, 
and  defire  you  would  be  pleafed  to  acquaint  him 
with  the  fubftance  thereof,  and  that  I  may  have  or- 
der, whether  I  fhall  only  fee  thefe  proceedings  razed 
out  of  the  books  and  do  nothing  further,  or  whether 
it  may  not  be  fit,  that  I  likewife  injflicr.  fome  punifh- 
ment  upon  thefe  incendiaries,  who  ftir  up  the  people 
to  fedition. 

There  are  feveral  letters  before  me  for  the  remittal 
of  quit-rents,  thefe  being  all  upon  the  fame  foot  with 
fome  others  for  fuch  like  remittals,  copies  whereof 
I  have  already  fent  your  lordfhip,  I  do  not  acquaint 
you  with  the  particulars,  but  intend  to  flop  them  all, 
till  from  your  lordmip  I  fhall  receive  a  fignification 
of  his  Majefty's  pleafure   upon  this  fubjecl:. 

I  am,   your  lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX, 


To 
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To  Sir  Henry  Capel. 

Dear.  Brother,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  10,  1674-5. 

I  Have  received  two  of  yours  of  the  30th  of  Ja- 
nuary, and  the  2d  of  February,  as  alfo  two  of 
the  fame  dates  from  mr.  Harbord.  The  city  here  are 
in  very  ill  temper,  the  commons  perpetually  jarring 
with  the  aldermen,  and  now  difputing  the  authority 
of  the  lieutenant  and  council.  I  have  given  mr.  fe- 
cretary  Coventry  an  account  of  the  thing,  and  I  de- 
fire  you  will  mind  him  of  it,  that  I  may  have  a 
fpeedy  difpatch  of  his  Majefty's  orders  to  direct  me 
what  I  am  to  do  therein.  It  may  be  a  little  won- 
dered at  by  (landers  by,  why  1  fhould,  upon  fuch 
an  occafion  as  this,  fend  for  orders  out  of  England, 
and  not  myfelf  with  the  council  proceed  with  that 
vigour  as  is  fit  in  fuch  like  cafes  ;  but  I  muft  tell 
you  truly,  that  the  experience  I  have  had  of  the  un- 
fteadinefs  of  councils  at  Whitehall,  and  their  per- 
petual contradicting  even  themfelves  in  their  own 
orders,  makes  me  walk  warily.  I  know  very  well, 
that  fir  Ellis  Leighton  by  his  letters,  and  colonel 
Talbot  by  his  emifTaries  do  incite  the  people  to  this 
ftubbornefs  ;  befides  I  cannot  but  take  notice  that 
this  is  the  only  point  upon  which  they  can  hope  to 
ground  a  propofal  to  the  King  for  my  remove,  viz. 
of  my  being  ungrateful  to  the  city  here,  and  for  this 
reafon  I  would  be  glad  to  fortify  myfelf  with  his 
Majefty's  exprefs  command,  that  my  proceedings  may 
thereby  be  juftified.  Thefe  letters  from  fir  Ellis 
Leighton  have  been  feen  by  fome  men  here,  who 
have  told  me  thereof,  tho'  I  could  never  get  one  of 
them  :  but  for  the  agents  of  colonel  Talbot,  I  know 
their  actings  very  well,  and  their  perpetual  raifing 
reports  of  my  remove,  thereby  to  encourage  the 
people  to  their  difobedience  5  and  I  am  very  apt  to 
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believe,  let  me  do  what  I  will,  this  city  will  not 
be  reduced  into  a  due  compofure  :  therefore  for  thefe 
confiderations  it  imports  me,  as  times  now  ftand, 
to  have  his  Majefty's  commands  in  a  point  of  this 
nature,  and  not  take  the  ill  fuccefs,  which  may 
follow  what  courfe  foever  I  proceed  in,  upon  my^ 
felf. 

I  am  told  that  lately  his  Majefty  fent  fome  mef- 
fage,  by  fir  John  Duncomb,  to  the  city  of  London, 
and  that  an  alderrran  there  prefuming  in  the  aflem~ 
bly  to  fpeak  fomewhat  difobediently,  the  King  im- 
mediately fent  orders  to  have  his  gown  taken  from 
him,  and  that  this  had  been  performed  without  more 
ado,  had  not  an  earneft  interceffion  of  fome  friends  pre- 
vailed with  his  Majefty  to  pafs  it  by,  this,  if  true, 
might  be  good  precedent  for  us.  I  defire  you  would 
enquire  out  the  matter,  and  fend  me  an  account  of 
the  particulars  thereof. 

This  letter  you  may  communicate  to  mr.  fecretary 
Coventry,  as  being  my  moft  particular  friend. 

I  am, 

Your  moft  affectionate  brother. 

ESSEX. 
[Enclofed  is  a  loofe  paper.] 

Finding  that  his  Majefty  will  have  much  of  the 
bufinefs  of  Ireland,  pafs  through  my  lord  treafurer's 
hands.  I  have  writ  to  his  lordfhip  to  the  fame  effec~r, 
as  to  mr.  fecretary  Coventry,  this  is  only  to  yourfelf, 
that  you  may  likewife  defire  my  lord  treafurer,  as  well 
as  mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  to  get  ready  difpatch  of 
this  affair* 


To 
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To  the  Lord  Ranelagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb,  10,   1674-5. 

TH  E  city  here  is  in  a  good  deal  of  difor- 
der,  and  the  commons  are  come  to  that  height 
of  difobedience,  as  for  my  own  part  I  cannot  tell 
Jiow  they  will  ever  be  brought  to  their  right  wits  a- 
again,  unlefs  fome  feverity  be  ufed  towards  their 
ringleaders  :  I  have  therefore  writ  to  my  lord  trea- 
furer  to  acquaint  his  Majefty  with  the  affair,  and  I 
muft  defire  your  lordfhip  to  be  his  remembrancer, 
that  I  may  have  orders  fo  foon  as  may  be  from  his 
Majefty,  to  direcT:  what  I  am  to  do  therein,  The 
fubftance  of  my  letter  to  his  lordfhip  I  will  not  re- 
peat, prefuming  that  he  will  communicate  it  to  you  ; 
but  in  thefe  cafes  too  much  delay  and  irrefolution 
Jiinder  the  good  effecT:  that  may  be  hoped  for  from  a 
profecution  of  thofe  that  are  tumultuous  5  and  there- 
fore I  defire  you  to  endeavour  to  get  a  fpeedy  figni- 
fication  of  his  Majefty's  pleafure  herein.  Among 
the  directions  I  fent  by  your  lordfhip,  there  was  one 
concerning  farthings  ;  fince  you  went  there  hath  been 
a  propofal  offered  to  me,  which  feems  to  be  more 
reafonable  than  that  which  we  difcourfed  when  your 
lordfhip  was  here,  I  have  therefore  inclofed  it,  to  be 
confidered  on  your  fide.     I  am, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX, 

To  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council. 

IT  is  humbly  offered  by  the  undertakers  to  fur- 
nifh  this  kingdom  with  copper  farthings  and  half- 
pence of  the  fame  weight  and  finenefs  with  thofe  in 
England,  and  by  Midfummer  next  to  import  fuch  a 

quantity 
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quantity  *of  copper  blocks  or  chipps,.  as  may  poflible 
with  two  prefTes  be  coined  by  the  fpring  enfuing. 

The  undertakers  do  further  promife  to  be  at  all 
the  charges  of  coinage,  both  for  inftruments,  ma- 
terials, workmen,  and  others  employed  therein,  as 
alfo  to  be  at  all  the  hazard  by  fea,  or  otherwife,  for 
bringing  in  fuch  a  quantity  of  copper,  and  to  give 
fuch  an  impreffion  or  ftamp  as  his  excellency  and  this 
honourable  board  mail  think  fit. 

But  whereas  the  copper  blocks  when  brought  from 
Sweden,  will  coft  within  three  pence  halfpenny  the 
pound  weight  of  what  they  pafs  for  when  coined, 
which  is  but  little  more  than  will  pay  the  coinage 
am4  charges  thereof ;  which  his  Majefty  taking  into 
confutation,  ordered  the  fum  of  15000I.  to  pay 
for  copper  blocks  to  carry  on  the  faid  work  in 
England,  and  thefe  undertakers  not  infilling  upon 
any  advance-money,  do,  in  lieu  thereof,  crave  an 
allowance  of  four  hundred  pounds  per  annum  falary 
for  three  years,  towards  the  charge  and  intereft  of 
their  difburfements  ;  and  that  the  copper  to  be  im- 
ported for  chis  his  Majefty's  fervice,  may  be  freed 
from  the  duties  and  cuftoms  of  excife,  as  the  fame  is 
alfo  allowed  in  England. 


To  the  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb,  16,    1674-5. 

WITH  much  fatisfa&ion  I  have  received  the 
favour  of  your  lordfhip's  moft  obliged  letter 
of  the  28th  January.  I  do  well  know  that  the  many 
great  affairs  which  are  in  your  lordfhip's  hands,  can- 
not but  hinder  you  from  giving  early  difpatch  to 
thofe  of  this  country,  which  are  of  lefs  moment  ; 
and  therefore,  now,  whilft  my  lord  Ranelagh  is   in 

England, 


ARTHUR,  EARL  OF  ESSEX.       59 

England,  your  lordfhip  may  by  him  tell  me  your 
mind  in  matters  relating  to  this  kingdom  :  and  having 
had  fo  many  inftances  to  confirm  the  affurance  of 
your  lordfhip's  kindnefs,  I  cannot  but  reft  fatisfied 
that  I  am  pofTefTed  of  your  lordfhip's  favour,  which  is 
a  thing  I  have  ever  been  moft  ambitious  of.  From 
my  lord  Conway  I  underftand,  thai  your  lordfhip  has 
been  pleafed  to  move  his  Majefty  to  grant  me  a  fum 
of  money  for  the  purchafe  of  EfTex-houfe,  and  that 
his  Majefty  has  confented  to  it.  Your  lordfhip  has 
therein  laid  a  perpetual  obligation  upon  me,  the 
thing  being  not  only  valuable  in  itfelf,  but  of  twice 
its  worth  to  me,  in  regard  of  the  convenience  it 
will  be  to  my  family,  and  it  gratifying  my  humour 
more  than  another  matter  of  double  the  value.  I 
have  been  acquainted  with  all  his  Majefty 's  great 
minifters  fince  this  happy  reftoration  ;  fome  of  them 
had  perfonal  obligations  to  have  done  me  a  kindnefs, 
but  this  I  can  fay,  that  none  of  them,  till  your  lord- 
ihiy,  have  ever  endeavoured  to  be  inftrumental  in 
one  of  this  fort  ;  and  therefore  your  lordfhip  may 
eafily  judge  at  what  price  I  (hall  rate  this  your  lord- 
fhip's favour.  The  reports  of  my  remove  have 
founded  pretty  loudly  here,  but,  I  confefs,  I  could 
never  give  the  leaft  credit  to  it,  being  fully  allured 
that  his  Majefty  would  have  fignified  his  pleafure  to 
me,  had  it  been  fo  :  yet,  however,  thefe  difcourfes 
have  ill  effect  on  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  making 
the  people,  whilft  they  expect  a  change,  to  grow 
refty  and  ftubborn  againft  the  commands  of  the  pre- 
fent  governor. 

The  propofals  which  I  make,  have  generally  fo  good 
fuccefs  in  England,  that  I  cannot  but  attribute  it  to 
your  lordfhip's  kindnefs  to  me ;  and  as  I  fhall  never 
offer  any  but  fuch  as  appear  to  me  to  be  for  the  pub- 
ljck  good,  fo  I  doubt  not  of  the  continuance  of  your 
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lordftiip's  afliftance  in  thofe  things  which  I  fliall  ad- 
vife. 

I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  it  were  beft  a  parlia- 
ment did  meet  here  before  the  farm  of  the  revenue 
were  absolutely  fet  ;  but  your  lordfnip  knows  the 
fenfe  his  Majefty  hath,  how  inconvenient  it  may  be 
to  have  one  fitting  in  England  and  another  here  at 
the  fame  time  ;  and  a  parliament  here  cannot  well 
be  called  uader  five  or  fix  months  preparation,  in 
regard  of  the  forms  neceflary  thereunto:  for  (he  bills 
muft  be  prepared  and  pafTed  in  council  there,  and  re- 
mitted back  hither,  all  which  will  require  fome 
fpace  of  time  ;  therefore  if  his  Majefty  have  thoughts 
of  a  parliament  in  this  kingdom  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  prefent  farm,  we  muft  prepare  for  it 
fpeedily,  or  otherwife  it  cannot  be  convened  in  due 
time.  I  do  heartily  wifh  his  Majefty  may  find  the 
good  effects  expected  from  the  proclamation  lately 
iffued,  and  that  the  parliament  in  England  may  meet 
in  orood  humour.     I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  with*- 
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out  giving  your  lordfhip  thanks  for  your  kindnefs, 
not  only  to  myfelf,  but  alfo  to  Mr.  Harbord  :  it 
pleafeth  me  much  that  he  hath  been  of  ufe  to  your 
lordfhip  in  the  concerns ;  for  as  I  do  expect  it  from 
all  who  do  relate  to  me,  that  they  mould  do  your 
lordfhip  all  the  fervice  within  their  power,  fo  fhall  I 
wait  every  opportunity  of  evidencing  the  reality 
wherewith  I  am, 

Your  lordfhip's  moft  humble 

and  moft  obedient  fervanr, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  the  Lord  Ranelagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  16,  1674-5. 

BY  a  letter  of  yours  to  my  lord  Conway,  I  un- 
derftand  that  his  Majefty  hath  been  lately 
moved  to  beftow  on  me  a  fum  of  money  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  EfTex-houfe,  and  that  he  hath  been  graci- 
oufly  pleafed  to  grant  it  ;  the  truth  is,  there  hath 
never  any  thing  come  in  my  way,  that  I  had  a  great 
inclination  to  buy  but  this,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
but  own  the  obligation  I  have  to  thofe  who  put  it 
into  his  Majefty's  thoughts  to  do  me  this  favour  ; 
among  whom,  I  look  upon  your  lordfhip  as  one 
who  had  a  fhare,  and  do  give  you  many  thanks  for 
your  kindnefs  to  me  on  this  occafion.  As  to  the 
manner  of  performing  what  his  Majefty  has  promifed, 
my  lord  Conway  will  acquaint  your  lordfhip  with  my 
thoughts,  fo  as  I  fhall  not  need  to  repeat  them. 
The  letter  concerning  the  council  of  the  revenue  I 
have  perufed,  and  I  do  not  yet  find  any  thing  to  be 
objected  to  it,  fave  only  that  the  claufe  in  the  firft 
draft,  excluding  any  from  acting  or  voting  in  fuch 
cafes,  wheiein  themfelves  are  particularly  concerned, 
is  omitted  ;  but  by  the  next  I  fhall  have  confidered  it 
more  exactly,  and  fhall  then  return  your  lordfhip  my 
opinion  therein. 

I  am  your  Lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  the  Lord  Ranelagh* 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  20,  1674-56 

YOURS  of  the  13th  inftant  I  have  received, 
which  gives  me  an  account,  much  to  my  fa- 
tisfa&ion,  of  my  lord  treafurer's  friendlinefs  to  me 
in  the  occafion  of  dean  Ward.  I  defire  you  would 
return  his  lordfhip  my  hearty  thanks  :  I  am  fure  he 
hath  not  only  done  a  favour  to  me,  but  a  good  to 
the  whole  kingdom  in  it.  I  have  perufed  the  two 
letters  concerning  the  committee  of  council  for  the 
revenue  ;  the  defign  intended  by  this  committee  is, 
that  in  regard  the  privy  council  is  grown  fo  nume- 
rous, the  bufinefs  of  the  revenue  may  be  reduced 
into  fewer  hands.  The  new  draft  of  the  letter,  (and 
indeed  the  old  one  is  little  other)  irnpowers  them 
only  in  two  points,  viz.  as  commiffioners  of  ac- 
counts, and  as  perfons  who  are  to  adjuft  the  claims 
of  the  farmers  for  defalcations  and  abatements  :  which 
is  well  enough,  provided  the  letter  be  followed  with 
inftruc'tions  directing  them  to  proceed  in  all  matters 
relating  to  the  revenue  ;  and  upon  this  fcore  it  is  not 
only  proper,  but  necefiary,  that  your  lordfhip  be 
named  one  of  this  number,  which,  if  they  were 
barely  commiflioners  of  accounts,  it  would  not  feem 
fo  confident  :  therefore  if  that  claufe  of  the  firft 
draft  be  added,  excluding  every  of  the  commifuoncrs 
therein  to  be  named,  from  any  power  of  voting,  or 
otherwife  acling  thereupon,  in  any  cafe  where  any 
of  them  fhould  be  particularly  concerned,  I  conceive 
the  fecond  draft  may  do  very  well.  I  do  much  ap- 
prehend the  ill  effects  that  the  fending  over  money 
from  hence  by  the  farmers  to  ferve  their  own  occa- 
sions, may  produce  ;  though  I  am  very  confident, 
and  think  upon  good  grounds,  they  have  not  remit- 
ted 
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ted  fo  much  as  your  lordfhip  imagines  ;  yet,  how- 
ever, I  (hall  take  the  beft  care  I  can  to  prevent  it, 
and  make  them  pay  in  his  Majefty's  money  here 
fpeedily. 

The  letter  in  favour  of  the  (heriffs,  will  doubtlefs 
be  very  welcome  to  all  the  gentlemen  of  this  coun- 
try. On  Monday  next  I  {hall  communicate  it  to 
the  council. 

As  to  the  reducing  the  quit-rent,  I  am  confident 
we  are  in  the  right  in  the  main,  viz.  that  none  be 
reduced,  but  where  the  land  cannot  anfwer  his  Ma- 
jetty's  rents  :  and  for  information  which  thefe  Lnds 
are,  I  conceive  we  can  have  no  better  than  that  from 
the  farmers,  who  have  had  fome  years  experience  of 
collecting  the  fame.  Mr.  Roberts  pretends  he  can  in- 
form me  beyond  any  man  concerning  this  matter : 
I  will  within  a  day  or  two  fpeak  with  him.  As  to 
the  manner  of  giving  thefe  abatements,  I  apprehend 
you  have  propofed  the  right  way,  that  it  be  done  by 
commiflion  here,  and  that  but  very  few  be  named  of 
the  commiflion  your  lordfhip  is  in.  Some  miftake 
in  fuppofing  that  there  was  formerly  a  commiflion 
for  abating  thefe  rents  ;  Mr.  follicitor  tells  me,  it 
was  done  by  the  lieutenant  and  council,  in  purfuance 
of  the  acts  of  fettlement,  and  not  by  any  fpecial  or- 
der ;  fo  as  when  we  go  on  with  this  affair,  I  con- 
ceive it  will  be  neceffary  only  to  have  a  letter,  which 
I  fhall  in  a  few  days  get  drawn  here,  and  tranfmit- 
ted  to  your  lordfhip.  One  thing  I  muft  obfcive,  that 
the  lands  of  my  lord  Clancartie,  mentioned  in  the 
lift  fer.t  over  by  your  lordfiiip,  as  of  too  mean  value 
to  bear  the  quit-rent,  are  about  49000  acres,  and 
valued  there  at  yd.  per  acre  ;  but  upon  reference  of 
his  Majefty's,  for  the  adjufting  fome  differences  be- 
tween my  lord  Clancartie  and  the  antient  proprietors, 
we  have  been  forced  to  iflue  out  commiflions  for  the 
s  valuation 
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valuation  of  thefe  lands  ;  on  the  return  of  which  I 
do  find,  that  fome  of  them  are  worth  i8d.  pei4 
acre,  and  others  not  above  id.  or  2d.  per  acre  :  fo 
as  for  this  parcel  of  land,  we  can  adjuft  the  quit- 
rent  to  that  which  is  reafonable  upon  every  feveral 
tenement ;  and,  if  there  were  time,  perhaps  the  beft 
courfe  would  be  to  iflue  commiflions  for  all  the  others, 
it  being  impofllble  to  fet  an  acre-tax  upon  large 
fcopes  of  land,  but  there  will  be  inequality. 

I  (hould  be  very  glad  to  know  what  the  refult  is 
in  Sir  Maurice  Euftace's  bufinefs,  both  in  relation 
to  Port  Letter  and  the  mills  in  the  park.  The 
letter  concerning  Refpites,  I  have  long  fince  received* 

I  am,  your  lordfliip's  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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To  Mr.   fecretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  20,    1674-5. 

I  Have  yours  of  the  13th,  together  with  his  Ma- 
jefty's  letter  in  behalf  of  dean  Ward.  I  muir 
give  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  your  care  and  endea- 
vours in  this  bufinefs  ;  and  do  aiTure  you,  the  perfon 
whom  you  have  obliged,  is  grateful  to  all  here,  and 
I  doubt  not  but  will  do  very  well  in  the  employment 
his  Majefty  has  been  pteafed  to  favour  him  with. 
By  abetter  of  his  Majefty's,  dated  31ft  Augufr,  1672, 
power  is  given  to  myfelf  and  the  council  here,  to 
raife  the  value  of  foreign  coin  .  the  words  of  the  let- 
ter are  thefe. 

"  As  to  what  you  and  our  council  there  propofe 
"  in  your  letter  of  raifing  foreign  coin,  We  have 
"  confidered  of  that  matter,  and  are  of  opinion, 
**  with  advice  of  our  council,  and  accordingly  We 
"  will  that  you  and  the  council  do  prepare  fuch  a 
"  proclamation  for    the   raifing  or  abating   foreign 

"  coins, 
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<c  coins,  as  you  mall   judge  expedient  for  the  good  of 
■?  that  our  kingdom  ;   but    that  you  forbear  to  ifTue 
*  it  'till   you   fhall   have  firft   tranfmitted   the  fame 
<c  hither  to  Us  for  our  view  and  approbation.     Here 
(c  are  a   fort   of  Portugal   money    called    crufadoes, 
<c  weighing  14  penny-weight  -,   there  are  alfo  another 
*c  fpecies    of   crufadoes,     weighing    but   11    penny- 
u  weight,  which    two  forts  have  of  late  gone   pro- 
<c  mifcuoufly   at  three  (hillings  a  piece  ;   the   reafon 
•c  of  it  was  this,  thofe  of  14  d.  wt.    being  the  only 
c<  fort  which  then  came  over  hither,  were,  by  publick 
Ci  proclamation,   appointed  to  pafs  at  3  s.   8  d.     The 
"  merchants  who  traded  into  thofe  countries  bring- 
"  ing   over  a  great  quantity  of  the  worfer  fort,  the 
"  ftamps  whereof  being  alike,  uttered  them  at  3s.  8d. 
<c  but  the  people  finding   the  fraud,   and    that   there 
iC  wanted. in  them  one  5th  part  of  the  filver,   would 
<c  take  neither  the  one  or  the  other  at  more  than  3  s. 
*•*  fo    as  the  inconvenience  from  hence   arifes,  that 
M  when  any  of  the  weightier   fort  are  given  in  pay- 
•'  ment,   the    goldfmiths    finding   their  profits,   melt 
cc  them   down,  by   which   means    the   coin    is  dimi- 
"  nifhed.     Now  there  being  a  confiderable  trade  be- 
"  tween  this   kingdom  lind  Portugal,   probably  fome 
<c  quantity   ot    this    money   wTTt    be~^ brought  over, 
«'  wherefore  We  have  confidered  the  matter,  and  do 
"  conceive  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,   that  this 
"  money  have  its  due  value  according  to  its  feveral 
"  fpecies.      The  plate   pieces    of  Mexico   weighing 
<c   17  d.   wt.    which    is   the  general    money    of    the 
"  kingdom,    and  therefore  may    properly    be   taken 
"  for  a  ftandard   to    the   reft,  pafs   for   4  s.  gd.  at 
"  which  rate  this  Portugal   piece,  weighing  14  d.  wt. 
**  confidering  weight  and  finenefs  of  filver,    is  worth 
"  very  near  3  s.    11  d.  but  to  avoid  fractions  in  pay- 
E  "  ment, 
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"  ment,  the  proclamation  fixes  it  at  3s.  o,d.    And 

cc  in  regard  We  do  limit  it  to  the  full  weight,  there 

'*  cannot  be  either  injuftice    or  inconvenience  of  any 

"  kind,  to  raife  it  to  this  value  ;  and  for  your  bet- 

<c  ter  information  I  have  herewith  inclofed  a  piece  of 

¥  each  coin." 

You  may  pleafe  to  propofe  it  to  his  Majefty,  that 
I  may  have  his  approbation,  according  to  form,  for 
ifluing  out  his  proclamation.  The  23d  January  I 
writ  to  you  concerning  the  paffing  of  charters  to  cor- 
porations :  the  agents  of  feveral  of  them  attend  in 
town  at  charge  ;  and,  'till  I  have  a  return  from  Eng- 
land, I  cannot  pafs  thefe  charters  :  wherefore  I  de- 
fire,  fo  foon  as  may  be,  to  know  his  Majefty's  plea- 
fure  upon  thefe  points. 

I  am, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Herewith  inclofed  is  a  letter  in  behalf  of  Dr. 
Ward,  for  difpenfing  with  a  claufe  in  their  ftatutes, 
which  forbids  the  provoft  to  marry.  The  laft  provoft 
was  married  ;  and  had  this  gentleman  been  fo,  when 
his  Majefty's  letter  came,  his  being  fo  was  of  itfelf 
a  difpenfation.  I  defire  you  will  get  his  Majefty  to 
fign  it,  yet  with  this  caution,  that  if  you  find  tho 
endeavouring  this  letter  will  ftir  up  dean  Sheridan's 
pretenfions  again,  it  would  be  better  omitted  ;  but  if 
it  may  be  done  without  this  hazard,  I  would  be  glad 
fuch  a  letter  were  fent. 


By 


ARTHUR,  EARL  OF  ESSEX.       67 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council. 

WHEREAS  the  King's  moft  excellent  Ma- 
jefty  being  informed  that  there  is  great 
fcarcity  of  coin  in  this  his  Majefty's  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, and  that  by  means  thereof,  all  commerce  in 
courfe  is  much  hindered,  and  many  inconveniencies 
may  befal  the  publick,  if  fome  timely  remedy  be  not 
applied  ;  and  it  being  offered  to  his  Majefty,  as  a 
prefent  expedient,  that  the  values  of  fome  fort  of 
foreign  coin,  which  have  been  lately  made  current  in 
this  kingdom,  may  be  raifed  to  a  higher  rate  ;  and 
his  Majefty  having  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take 
the  fame  into  his  princely  confideration,  and  by  his 
letters,  under  his  royal  fignature  and  fign  manual, 
bearing  date  at  his  court  at  Whitehall,  to  fignify 
unto  us  his  royal  will  and  pleafure,  that  we  mould  raife 
that  fort  of  foreign  coin,  commonly  called  Portugal 
crufadoes,  weighing  14  d.  wt.  from  3  s.  unto  3s.  iod. 
and  the  half  Portugal  crufadoes,  weighing  7  d.  wt. 
unto  is.  11  d.  and  that  we  mould  caufe  his  Majefty's 
good  pleafure  therein  fignified  towards  his  good  peo- 
ple, to  be  made  publick,  and  the  faid  foreign  pieces 
of  coin  to  be  made  current,  according  to  the  rate 
aforefaid,  within  this  his  Majefty's  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land. Now  we,  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council,  in. 
all  humble  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  royal  com- 
mands, do  hereby  publifh  and  declare,  that  all  and 
fingular  thefe  pieces  of  foreign  coin,  commonly  called 
the  Portugal  crufadoes,  weighing  14  d.  wt.  which 
now  are,  or  {hall  at  any  time  from  or  afcer  the  date 
of  this  proclamation,  be  brought  into  this  king- 
dom, fhall,  from  and  after  the  date  of  this  our  faid 
proclamation,  be  allowed,  accepted,  and  pafs  in  all 
payments,  as  well  to  and  from  his  Majefty,  as  other- 

E  2  wife 
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wife  however,  between  party  and  party,  as  current 
monies  within  this  kingdom,  at  the  rate  of  3s.  iod. 
as  fully  and  freely,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as 
if  the  fame  were  fterling  and  current  monies  of  and 
in  England  ;  and  that  the  half  Portugal  crufadoes, 
weighing  7  d.  wt;  fhall  be  allowed,  accepted,  and 
pafs  in  all  payments  at  the  rate  of  is.  nd.  current 
money,  in  like  manner,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes, 
within  this  kingdom,  as  if  the  fame  were  fterling 
monies,  current  of  and  in  England.  And  in  cafe 
any  of  the  faid  pieces,  made  current  by  this  proclama- 
tion, fhall  want  of  the  weight  therein  laid  down  for 
the  faid  pieces  refpectively,  that  then  there  be  allow- 
ance given  of  3d.  for  each  penny- weight*  being  24 
grains,  fo  wanting  in  any  of  the  aforefaid  pieces  re- 
spectively, and  fo  proportionably  for  greater  or  lefler 
wants  of  weight  in  the  faid  pieces  :  and  In  cafe  fuch 
defect  of  weight  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  fupplied  in 
manner  as  aforefaid,  then,  and  iri  Aich  cafe,  every 
piece  fo  defective  in  weight  as  aforefaid,  and  that  de- 
fect of  weight  fo  fupplied  in  manner  aforefaid,  fhall 
be  allowed  and  pafs  in  all  payments,  as  well  to  and 
from  his  Majefty,  or  otherwife  however,  as  current 
money  within  this  kingdom,  as  fully  and  frcc\y9  as 
if  the  fame  were  fterling  money  current  of  and  in 
England.  And  we  do  hereby  declare,  that  no  pay- 
ment fhall  be  made  unto  his  Majeftyj  nor  any  per- 
fon  or  perfons  of  what  quality,  nation,  or  condition 
foever,  fhall  be  forced  to  receive  any  of  the  feveral 
pieces  of  coin  aforefaid  in  any  payment  or  payments 
whatfoever,  or  otherwife,  unlefs  every  fuch  piece  as 
aforefaid  be  of  the  weight  abovementioned  for  fuch 
piece,  or  unlefs  fuch  allowance  be  given  for  defect 
of  weight  as  aforefaid.  And  we  require  all  mayors, 
fheriffs,  portrieves,  bailiffs,  and  all  other  chief  officers 
of  corporations,  and  all  juftices  of  peace,  upon  any 

difference 
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difference  arifing  or  concerning  the  palling  of  any  the 
pieces  of  filyer,  formerly,  and  in  this  proclamation 
mentioned  to.  pafs  in  manner  as  aforefaid  :  and  in 
cafe  of -fkfe&  of  weight  with  the  refpeclive  allowan- 
ces aforefaid,  that  in  all  and  every  fuch  cafes  of  dif- 
ference, they  and  every  of  them  do  determine  fach 
differences  according  to  the  rules  given  by  this  pro- 
clamation.    Given,  &c. 


To  Mr.   fecretary  Coventry 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  Feb.  25,   1674-5. 

TH  E  perfon  who  brings  this  letter  is  my  lord 
Slane  :  He  is  married  to  the  earl  of  Drogheda's 
daughter.  His  occafions  now  carrying  him  into 
England,  where  I  find  he  has  little  acquaintance,  he 
defired  me  to  write  to  fome  friend  of  mine  to  recom- 
mend him,  fo  as  he  might  make  his  applications  in 
his  concerns  there.  All  that  I  have  to  intreat  of 
you  is,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  (hew  him  your 
civility  when  he  (hall  addrefs  himfelf  to  you. 

I  remain, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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To  the  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,    March  2,   1674-5. 

BY  Mr.  Harbord  I  received  the  favour  of  your 
lordfhip's  moft  kind  letter,  which  gives  me  a 
further  confirmation  of  the  continuance  of  your 
efteem  and  value  for  me  ;  of  which  I  have  fo  many 
eminent  inftances,   as  I  were  certainly   a  moft  ingrate- 

E  3  ful 
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ful  perfon,  did  I  not  endeavour  to  render  your  lord- 
(hip  all  the  fervices  within  my  power.  And  tho', 
perhaps,  I  may  not  have  fo  frequent  opportunities  of 
exprefling  my  zeal  for  you,  as  I  wifh,  yet,  when- 
ever any  (hall  arrive,  I  (hall  not  fail  to  Ihew  myfelf 
faithful  and  cordial  to  your  lordfhip's  concerns.  I 
£nd  by  my  lord  Conway,  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
be  prefent  at  this  next  feflions  of  parliament.  But  I 
(hall  take  fome  time  to  difcourfe  with  him  upon  that 
fubjeft  :  and  indeed,  he  is  fo  good  a  man,  as  I 
fhall  want  him  if  he  go ;  tho'  if  it  be  of  more  ufe 
to  his  Majefty's  affairs  to  have  him  there  than  here,  I 
will  perfwade  him  to  it.  Mr.  Harbord  will  be  there, 
and  I  am  fure  what  he  can  do,  or  the  beft  intereft  I 
have  with  any  there,  (hall  be  engaged  to  make  his 
meeting  a  happy  one,  which  I  pray  God  grant  it 
may. 

I  have  lately  writ  to  know  his  Majefty's  pleafure, 
in  whofe  hands  he  would  acquaint  me  to  place  my 
proxy,  who  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  anfwer,  that  he 
would  not  aflign  any  perfon,  but  leave  it  wholly  to 
myfelf  to  difpofe  it  where  I  think  it  fitted,  not 
doubting  but  I  would  continue  to  place  it  in  good 
hands.  Being  at  this  liberty,  I  humbly  offer  it  tQ 
your  lordfhip,  and  have  herewith  inclofed  it,  being 
fully  allured  that  I  cannot  intruft  it  with  any  who 
doth  more  faithfully  intend  both  his  Majefty's  and 
this  kingdom's  good.  Your  lordfhip's  favour  to  dean 
Ward  was  very  feafonable  in  many  refpec"ts,  and  par- 
ticularly in  relation  to  myfelf  :  for  when  things  of 
this  nature  are  carried  againft  the  governor's  mind,  it 
much  weakens  his  credit  and  intereft  here,  where  the 
people  are  generally  but  too  apt  to  defpife  thofe  who 
are  fet  over  them  :  and  1  believe  this,  and  the  other 
marks  of  his  Majefty's  favour  lately  manifefted,  will 
enable  me  the  better  to  ferve  him  in  the  poft  where 
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I  am.     I  have  nothing  further  to  trouble  your  lord- 
fhip with,  but  remain 

Your  Iqrdftiip's  moft  faithful 

and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the   Lord  Ranelagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  March  2,   1674-5. 

I  HAVE  two  of  yours  both  of  the  20th  February, 
one  of  them  relating  to  my  lord  of  Burlington's 
concerns  here,  which  I  {hall  take  care  of.  The 
other  mentions  Sir  George  Hamilton's  recruits  :  this 
lhall  be  carried  on  in  the  way  his  Majefty  directs. 

As  for  the   farmers    accounts,    now  depending  in 
the  exchequer,   I  will  immediately  order  them  to  be 
difpatched.     Your  lordfhip  well  knows  how  dextrous 
the  commiflioners  of  Cork-houfe  are  in  delay  of  bu* 
finefs  ;   but  they  {hall  be  preflfed  as  earneftly  as   may 
be  to  make  them  up.     The  accounts  of  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  revenue,   given  in  upon  oath,  are,   as 
your  lordfhip   tells   me,    much   excepted   againft   in 
England,  and  therefore    that   it  is    defired   I  fhould 
examine    their   books.     I    have   already   fpent   fome 
time  in  this  work,  and  made  ufeoffirjohn  Champante 
to  afiift  me.     The  feveral  branches  are,   the  cuftoms, 
and  imported  excife,    the  inland   excife,   the   hearth 
money,  the  wine-licence,    and  the  quit-rents.       As 
for  the   quit-rents,  I  think  they  need   not  fo    ftricl: 
an  examination,   in  regard  we  do  pretty  near  the  mat- 
ter know  what   they  are.     For  the  wine-licences,  the 
.  value  is  but  fmall,   and  the  hearth-money  being  fub- 
farmed  by  them,  I  conceive  they  could  not  venture 
to  bring  it  in  otherwife  than  really  it  is.     But  the 
E  4  greatefl 
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greatcft  fallacy,  in  my  apprehenfion,  may  be  in  the 
cuftoms  and  imported  excife,  as  alfo  in  the  inland, 
excife,  which  two  branches  I  intend  to  look  more 
narrowly  into  ;  yet,  not  altogether  neglecting  the 
others,  two  compleat  fets  of  their  books  of  receipts 
of  the  cuftoms  and  imported  excife,  for  the  two  firft 
years  of  the  farm,  viz.  from  1669  to  167 1,  have 
already  been  brought  tome  ;  and  I  do  believe,  that 
the  books  they  produce  were  really  the  original  books, 
.but  cannot  find  any  difference  in  them,  from  the  ac- 
counts they  have  given  in,  which  makes  me  fuppofe, 
that  the  others  to  be  yet  infpe&ed,  will  prove  the  fame  : 
fo  as  I  fear  I  mail  have  little  light  this  way  to  difcover 
any  error  committed.  Wherefore  confidering  with 
myfelf  what  cheque  there  is  upon  their  accounts,  I 
did  look  upon  the  comptroller  general's  office  as  pur- 
pofely  erected  for  thefe  ends,  and  have  fent  him  to 
give  me  an  extract  of  the  accounts  be  receives  from 
the  King's  officers  of  each  port  of  the  cuftoms  and 
imported  excife,  for  all  the  feveral  years  fince  the  be- 
ginning of  the  farm.  This  he  has  promifed  me  to 
be  compleated  within  fourteen  days  ;  and  then,  I 
have  tcld  him,  to  go  on  with  the  like  for  the  other 
branches  of  the  revenue.  If  your  lordfhip  can  pro- 
pofe  any  better  way  than  this,  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
know  it  ;  for  I  am  pretty  confident  that  by  their  own 
books  we  (hall  be  little  the  wifer  ;  tho'  it  will  take  a 
vaft  time  to  infpecT:  them  narrowly. 

The  laft  packet  brought  me  from  Mr.  fecretary 
Coventry  a  full  fignification  of  his  Majefty's  pleafure 
concerning  the  diforders  of  this  city.  I  have  tranf- 
mitted  a  letter,  prepared  for  his  Majefty's  fignature, 
in  behalf  of  Mr.  Sollicitor,  and  have  put  it  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry.  The  letter,  as  it 
is  drawn,  is  only  a  renewal  of  a  former  in  my  lord  of 
Ormond's    time3    for    the  grant    of    three   hundred 

pounds 
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pounds  per  annum,  whereof  he  hath  had  no  bene- 
fit. Your  lordfhip,  as  well  as  any  man,  knows 
how  ufeful  a  fervant  he  is  to  his  Majefty,  and  there- 
fore I  doubt  not  of  your  affiftance,  when  it  mall 
come  referred  to  my  lord  treafurer,  to  acquaint  his 
lordfhip  with  the  merits  of  this  man.  Mr.  attorney 
hath,  as  I  am  told,  received  of  his  Majeily's  grace 
800 1.  a  year  ;  whereas  this  gentleman  hath  only 
fome  fnips  of  land,  not  worth  above  50  or  60I.  per 
annum.  I  have  propofed  an  addition  of  200  1.  to  the 
300 1.  intended  him  in  my  lord  duke  of  Ormond's 
time  ;  and  if  the  letter  come  in  form,  it  may  be  of 
advantage  to  him,  where  his  Majefty  fhall  give  a  li- 
berty for  the  diftribution  of  lands. 

My  lord  Dillon  is  going  this  night  for  England,  to 
endeavour  the  fecuring  the  eftate  to  himfelf  which 
his  predeceflbrs  injuftly  enjoyed.  I  give  you  this 
hint,  becaufe  you  know  where  I  wifh  it  may  go,  if 
his  Majefty  keep  it  in  his  difpofal,  it  being  one  of 
the  beft  things  in  Ireland. 


I  am,   your  lordfhip's 

moil  faithful  humble  fervant, 


ESSEX, 


To  Sir   Henry   Capel. 

Dear  Brother,  Dublin  Cattle,  Mar.    2,1674-5, 

MR.  Harbord  being  arrived,  I  received  your 
feveral  letters  by  him  and  my  coufin  Wife- 
man.  As  to  the  matter  of  EfTex-houfe,  I  have  dif- 
courfed  it  fully  with  A4r.  Harbord,  and  tho'  I  am 
fatisfied  that  both  of  you  do  advife  me  that  which 
you  think  for  the  beft,  yet  I  cannot  imagine,  all  cir- 
cumftances  confidered,  why  I  mould  now  refufe  it, 

unlefs 
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unlefs  it  were  proper  for  me  to  put  a  notorious  affront 
upon  his  Majefty,  and  the  greatefl  difobligation  upon 
my  lord  treafurer  imaginable.     I  do  believe,  that  what 
yourfelf  and  Mr.  Harbord  have  done  in  this  affair,  will 
encreafe  the  price  at  leaftone  or  two  thoufand  pounds; 
and,   I  am  fure,   I  gave  you  early  notice  enough  by  a 
letter  in  cypher,  which  way  this  matter  was  moving, 
and  defired  that  Mr.  Harbord  might  ufe  his  induftry 
in  bringing  down  the  price,  and  that  was  all  he  was 
to  do  ;  inftead  of  which,  every  one  was  told  that  I  was 
not  like  to  accept  it,  which  has  fo  bungled  the  bufi- 
nefs,  as  I  fear  it  will  not  come  fo  cheap  as  otherwife 
it  might  have  done.     Mr.  Harbord  hath  now  under- 
taken to  fee  the  purchafe  gone  through  with,  and  by 
this  poft   has   written   letters   to   that   purpofe    into 
England.     Upon  the  whole,  I  would  not  have  you 
imagine  that  I  thinjc  you  did  other  than  what  you 
prefume  beft  for  me  ;  tho'  I  do  not  agree  with  you  in 
this  particular.     I   have  alfo   two    of  yours  of  the 
20th,  and  one  of  the  23d.     Mr.  Harriott's   affair  is 
already  ordered  to  be  done  ;    and  tho'   he  cannotj  re- 
ceive this  money  prefently,  yet  the  commimoners  of 
the  treafury  have   promifed    me,    by  quarterly  pay- 
ments,    to    clear     the    iopol.    againft    Chriftmas 


next. 

I  am3 


Your  moft  affectionate  brother, 

ESSEX. 


I  defire  you  would  for  the  prefent  forbear  paying 
any  more  debts,  and  referve  what  money  you  have, 
and  what  I  (hall  fend  in  flock  for  the  purchafe  of 
E  (Tex- ho  ufe. 


To 
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To  Mr.  Secretory  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  March  2,   1674-5. 

BY   mr.  Harbord  who  arrived   here  yefterday,    I 
received  yours  of  the  15th  of  February,  and  the 
fame  evening  came   in  two   packets  which   brought 
me  in   yours  of  the  20  and    23d,  the  latter   where- 
of gives    me   a  full  fignification    of    his    Majefty'3 
pleafure   in    relation   to    the  diforders   of    the  city, 
the    laft    week    fome   of    the  bufieft    men    amongft 
them  apprehending,  as   I  am  told,  that   I  was  pre- 
paring for  them,  and  that   fome    feverity   would   be 
ufed  againft  them,  were   endeavouring   themfelves   a 
little  to  have  qualified  the   matter,   and  an   afTembly 
being  called  for  that  purpofe,  a  petition   was  drawn 
which  would    reafonably    well   have   falved    up   the 
bufinefs,and  indeed  I  fhould  have  been  very  well  pleafed 
to  have  it  cqmpofed,  but  this  failed,  and  being  tranf- 
acted   amongft  themfelves,   I  thought  it  not  neceflary 
to  give  you  g.  character  thereof.     It  falls  out  a  little 
unluckily  that  the  judges  are  going  their  circuit  now 
when  thefe  diforders  are  to  be  enquired  into,  but  I  have 
flopt  my  lord  chief  juflice  of  Ireland  for  fome  few  days, 
and  ordered   him  with  the  afiiftance  of  mr.    attorney 
and   mr.  follicitof   to  examine  ftrictly  who  were    the 
incendiaries  and   promoters   of  thefe  mutinous   pro- 
ceedings,  and  as  there  fhall  be   any  further   material 
I  fhall  acquaint    you  therewith.      I  have    enclofed  a 
letter  in  behalf  of  mr.  fbllicitor;  it  recites  one  of  the 
fame  nature  in  my  lord  of  Ormond's   time,   as   it  is 
only   a  renewal    thereof,  he  having  received   no  be- 
nefit at  all  by  his  faid  former  letter.    Mr.  follicitor  is 
as  worthy  a  man,    and  as  good  a  fervant  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  as  any  I  know,    he  has    ferved  in    this    ftation 
ever  fince  the  King's  reftoration.      Mr.  attorney  now 
enjoys   at  leaft  800  1.  in  lands  by  his  Majefty's  grace  ; 
but  this  gentleman  being  a  modeft  man  hath   never 

afked 
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afked  any  thing  except  50  or  60 1.  a  year  which  lay 
contiguous  to  his  houfe,  and  this  is  all  he  poffefles 
of  his  Majefty's  bounty.  The  letter  is  for  the  pafling 
of  300 1.  a  year,  if  you  pleafe  to  move  his  Majef- 
ty,  that  it  may  be  augmented  to  500I.  I  am  fure  his 
pains  have  well  deferyed  it,  and  the  charge  of  dis- 
covering and  proving  ^is  Majefty's  title,  is  fo  great 
as  will  cut  off  a  good  (hare  of  what  bis  Majefty 
intends  him,  whenever  the  King  (hall  think  fit  to  let 
loofe  thefe  grants  that  they  may  be  palled.  In  a 
letter  of  mine  of  the  23d  of  January,  I  remembered 
fome  particulars  concerning  granting  new  charters 
to  corporations,  I  have  as  yet  received  no  anfwer 
thereto,  the  agents  of  them  attending  here  in  town  at 
charge,  grow  a  little  impatient,  therefore  I  prefume 
to  remind  you  thereof,  that  I  may  have  a  Significa- 
tion of  his  Majefty's   pleafure  upon  this  fubjecL 

I  am, 
Your  moft  faithful  humble  Servant, 

ESSEX. 

RIGHT  trufty,  and  right  well  beloved  couSin 
and  counSellor  We  greet  you  well.  Whereas 
We  by  Our  letters  under  our  privy  fignet  and  fign 
manual,  bearing  date  at  Our  court  at  Whitehall  the 
;CLth  of  January  in  the  year  1663,  in  confideration 
of  the  many  faithful  Services  performed  unto  Us  by 
fir  John  Temple,  knt.  Our  Sollicitor  general  of  Our 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  did  require  Our  then  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  Our  faid  kingdom  to  caufe  one  more  ef- 
fectual letters  patents  to  be  palled  under  the  great 
Seal  of  Our  faid  kingdom,  to  Our  faid  foil icitor  ge- 
neral and  his  heirs,  of  fuch  forfeited  tenements,  lands, 
and  hereditaments  in  Our  faid  kingdom  as  (hould 
amount  unto  the  clear  value   of  300 1.    per  annum, 

over 
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over  and  above  all  charges  and  reprifals,  as  by  Our 
faid  letters  doth  appear.  And  whereas  We  are  in- 
formed that  the  faid  fir  John  Temple  hath  not  hi- 
thereto  received  any  benefit  of  the  favour  intended 
thereby  to  him,  nor  hath  yet  pafTed  any  patent  of 
any  lands*  tenements  or  hereditaments  in  purfuance 
of  Our  faid  grant,  and  that  you  are  not  impow- 
ered  to  pafs  any  lands  unto  him  in  purfuance  there- 
of, in  regard  the  fame  were  only  directed  to  the 
duke  of  Ormond  our  then  lieutenant  of  Our  faid 
kingdom,  and  not  to  the  lieutenant  for  the  time  be- 
ing. And  whereas,  We  {till  retaining  a  gracious 
memory  of  the  faid  fir  John  Temple's  diligence  in 
Our  fervice,  are  refolved  to  place  upon  him  fome 
mark  of  Our  gracious  acceptance  thereof,  We  have 
therefore  thought  fit  hereby  to  declare  Our  royal 
will  and  pleafure,  and  we  do  hereby  authorize  and 
require  you  to  caufe  one  or  more  effectual  letters 
patents  to  be  pafTed  to  the  faid  fir  John  Temple,  and 
his  heirs,  or  to  fuch  other  perfon  or  perfons,  his  or 
their  heirs  and  afllgns,  as  he  the  faid  fir  John  Temple 
{hall  name  or  appoint  under  his  hand  and  feal  of  fuch 
and  fo  many  lands^  tenements^  or  hereditaments  in 
pofTeflion,  reverfion,  or  remainder,  belonging  to  Us 
in  Our  faid  kingdom  of  Ireland,  either  in  right  of 
Our  crown  by  any  new  or  antient  title,  or  forfeited 
to,  or  vefted  in  us  by  the  late  acts  of  fettlement  or 
explanation,  as  fhall  amount  to  the  clear  yearly  va- 
lue of  300 1,  per  annum,  over  and  above  all  rents 
and  other  charges  payable  thereunto  accordingly,  as 
the  value  of  the  faid  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
ments fhall  be  ascertained  and  fettled  by  you,  either 
by  any  office  or  inquifition  that  fhall  be  taken  there- 
of, or  by  the  valuations  formerly  made  of  lands 
in   Ireland   by    Our  lord  lieutenant    and   council  of 
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Our  faid  kingdom,  or  by  any  furvey  remaining  in 
Our  furvcyor  general's  office  of  Our  faid  kingdom, 
by  which  rates  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other  ways 
and  means  that  you  mail  think  fit  to  make  ufe  of, 
we  do  hereby  fully  authorize  you  to  fettle  and  afcer- 
tain  the  value  of  the  faid  lands  and  premifles.  To 
have  and  to  hold  the  faid  lands,  tenements  and  he- 
reditaments, to  the  faid  fir  John  Temple,  his  heirs 
and  afligns,  or  to  be  held  of  Us  by  Our  heirs  and 
fuccefTors  under  fuch  yearly  rents,  to  be  payable 
therein  unto  Us,  as  any  adventurers  and  foldiers  are 
by  the  faid  act  of  fettlement  to  pay  in  the  feveral  pro- 
vinces in  our  faid  kingdom  wherein  the  faid  lands 
and  premifles  fhall  appear  to  be  ;  and  we  do  hereby 
further  authorize  you  to  admit  the  faid  fir  John  Tem- 
ple and  his  heirs,  in  cafe  he  or  they  {hall  defire  the 
fame,  to  place  deficiencies  of  any  intereft  fatisfiable 
by  the  faid  acts  of  fettlement  and  explanation  upon 
any  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  forfeited  to, 
or  vefted  in  Us  by  the  faid  acts,  that  fhall  be  pre- 
fented  to  you  to  be  palTed  unto  him  or  them  in  pur- 
fuance  of  thefe  our  letters,  in  fuch  manner  as  you 
fhall  think  fit,  and  alfo  to  caufe  fuch  inquifitions  to 
be  taken  and  returned  for  the  finding  our  right  and 
title  to  any  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  to 
be  pafTed  to  the  faid  fir  John  Temple  or  his  heirs,  by 
virtue  of  thefe  Our  letters,  and  for  afcertaining  the 
yearly  value  thereof,  as  you  fhall  find  to  be  necefla- 
ry,  and  alfo  to  caufe  all  fuch  beneficial  claufes  and 
non  obftants  to  be  inferted  in  the  faid  letters  pa- 
tents, as  may  ferve  to  make  the  fame  effedtual,  and 
in  fuch  cafes  as  ufual,  and  for  fo  doing,  thefe  Our 
letters,  notwithftanding  any  former  rules,  orders,  or 
reftriction  to  the  contrary,  fhall  be  your  fufficieht 
warrant.     Given,  &c. 

To 
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To  Sir  Henry  Capel, 

Dear  Brother,  Dublin  Caftle*  Mar.  2,  1674-5; 

TH  E  order  to  direct  my  proceedings  with  this 
mutinous  people  of  this  city  is  come  ;  fome 
endeavours   have  been  lately  ufed  among  themfelves 
to  accommodate  the  matter,  which  I  did  not  think 
worth  the  enlarging  mr.    fecretary  Coventry's  letter 
£b  much  as  to  fill  it  with  the  particulars  5  but  in  re- 
gard feveral    here  do   give  accounts    to   my  lord  of 
Anglefey  and  my  lord  of  Berkley*  of  all  little  thing* 
that  pafs,  and  circufnftantiate  them  all  they  can  to 
my  difadvantage  :  I  conceive  it  may  not  be  amifs  for 
you  to  know  how  things  move.     The  laft  week  fome 
of  thofe  perforis   who  were  moft  bufy  in  ftirring  up 
the  people   to   difobey  our  orders,  fearing  a   ftorm, 
and  apprehending,  as  I  am  told,  that  no  publick  en- 
quiry  or  notice  being  taken   of  their  refraclorinefs, 
was  only   to  ftay  till  orders  came   out  of  England, 
and  that  they  then  mould    be  fallen  upon  with  more 
feverity,  began  to  be   in  a  little  better  temper,  and 
were  confidering  how  to  come  off,  in  order  to  which 
a  petition  was  prepared  to  offer  to   the  ailembly,  in 
the  name  of  fome  of  the  commons ,    which  is  the  form 
of  their  proceedings,   among  other  things  fetting  forth 
<c  that  the  lieutenant  and  council  having  fignified  their 
pleafure,   that   the    memory   of    all   paft    differences 
Ihould  ceafe,  and  that  all  orders  and  a£h  which  tend 
to  the  continuance   of  their  difunion,    the   memory 
thereof    fhould  be  obliterated  and  forgotten,  they  do 
therefore  defire,    that  thefe   formerly  expelled   alder- 
men and   recorder   may   be  a&ually  by  the  affembly 
reftored   to    their  places,   and  that  all  reports  and  acls 
of  afTembly   for  their  removal,  fhould    be   cancelled 
and  taken  off  the  file;"    but  then  towards  the  latter 
end  there  is  a  claufe  of  confirmation  to  all  other  acls 

of 
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of  afTembly  done,  where  by  an  oblique  way,  Phillpot 
and  Greflingham  two  of  the  troublefome  men  would 
have  been  made   aldermen,  they  having  been  elected 
by  a  diforderly   afTembly  into  two  vacant  places,  and 
not  into  the  places  of  thofe  turned   out,    and  upon 
that  ground  would  thus  have  been  reftored  :  this  pe- 
tition going  in,  and  I  made  acquainted  with  the  trans- 
action   by  a  private   hand,  I   conceived  it  much  be- 
low the  dignity  of  my  place  to  take  any  publick  no- 
tice of  what  they  were  doing,  after  the  affront  they 
had  offered  to   his  Majefty's  authority,    and  finding 
that  the  two  main  points  in  our  order  were  complied 
with,  viz.  by  declaring  by  act  of  afTembly,  that  thefe 
aldermen  were   reftored,  and   the  cancelling   all  the 
records  relating  to  their  expulfion.    Tho'  I  did  fee  the 
artifice  of  bringing  thofe  two  men  to  be   aldermen, 
as  alfo  that   it  was  in   a  great  meafure  contrary  to 
our  order,  which  declared  all  the  proceedings  during 
that  fpace  of  time  relating  to  the   election  of    any 
aldermen  to   be   null   and  void  ;    yet   in  regard  the 
matter  was  come  into  fo  narrow  a  compafs,  I  did  give 
a  private  intimation  to  my  lord  mayor  that  in  cafe 
fuch  a  petition   as  this  was    propofed,  I   thought  it 
migdt   be   convenient   to    pafs,      even   if    they    did 
at  the  fame  time    elect:  thofe  two  perfons  to  be  al- 
dermen, and  that  tho*   this   claufe  did   ftand  in    the 
petition,  yet  if  they   were  the   fame   day  elected,   I 
conceived  our   order  might  be  well  enough  complied 
with,  and  did  hope  it  might  end   the  matter  among 
them.    But  at  their  afTembly  which  was  on   Saturday 
laft,  the  aldermen  pofitively  refufed   to    pafs  the  pe- 
tition unlefs  this  claufe  was  ftruck  out,  and  urged  it 
as  I  am   told,   upon  this  account,  that  it  was  an  ap- 
parent breach  of  the   order  of  lieutenant  and  coun- 
cil,   and  others    being  obftinate   to  keep   ir   in,   the 
afTembly  broke  up  and  nothing  done,   tho'    thefe  al-. 

dermen 
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dermen  are  clearly  in  the  right,  if  things  be  ftricl;ly 
confidered,  yet  I  confefs  for  my  own  part,  I  could 
have  wifhed  they  had  ended  the  matter  as  is  before 
mentioned,  for  all  thefe  diforders  in  corporations  are 
ever  carried  on  with  paflion  and  croflhefs  on  either 
fide,  and  tho',  I  cannot  but  fay,  that  thefe  aldermen 
have  fince  my  coming  behaved  themfelves  with  all 
imaginable  duty  and  refpecl  towards  the  King's  au- 
thority, yet  have  they  not  been  altogether  well  tem- 
pered one  to  another,  and  have  given  alfo  thefe  fac- 
tious men  fome  advantages  againft  them  by  their  in- 
difcretion,  as  particularly  their  electing  fome  men  in- 
to their  body,  who  are  notorious  nonconforming,  and 
indeed  there  are  but  too  many  of  that  rank  of  peo- 
ple among  them  ;  fome  of  thefe  new  elected  alder- 
men being  this  prefent,  as  I  am  told,  lay-elders  of 
churches,  &c.  therefore,  confidering  there  have  been 
faults  on  both  fides,  I  fhould  have  been  well  pleafed 
if  this  affair  might  among  themfelves  have  been  thus 
compofed.  I  have  herewith  enclofed  a  copy  of  the 
faid  petition,  and  fcored  it  in  thefe  places  which  are 
moft  confiderable. 

I    am, 

Your  moft  affeclionate  brother, 

ESSEX. 

I  have  writ  this  letter,  that  in  cafe  any  difcourfe 
(hould  be  in  England  of  thefe  tranfa&ions  here,  you 
may  fo  evict  the  truth.  Shew  it  to  mr.  fecretary  Co- 
ventry, or  whom  elfe  you  think  fit. 


To 
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To  the  Right  Honourable 

The  Lord  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  Commons,  and  Citizens 
of  the  City  of  Dublin. 

The  humble  Petition  of  certain  of  the  Commons ; 

Humbly  fheweth, 

THAT  on  or  about  the  3d  day  of  April  1672, 
there  happened  a  difference  between  fir  Francis- 
Brewfter,  knight,  fir  William  Davis,  knight,  alder- 
man Richard  Tigh,  alderman  Daniel  Hutchinfon, 
fir  Jofhua  Allen,  Mark  Qiiin,  Enoch  Reader,  Lewis 
Defrniners,  aldermen,  and  the  then  lord  mayor, 
fheriffs,  commons  and  citizens,  which  difference 
through  fome  miftakes  and  mifunderftandings  on  both 
fides,  did  grow  to  that  height,  that  the  faid  fir 
Francis  Brewfter,  and  the  reft  of  the  perfons  above- 
named  were  for  fome  time  removed  from  their  places 
of  honour  and  truft  in  this  city,  by  the  lord  mayor 
and  fheriffs,  commons,  and  citizens,  which  faid  mif- 
underftandings and  unhappy  differences  have  continu- 
ed until  this  day,  the  caufe  whereof  muft  be  con- 
feffed  by  all,  to  be  too  much  retaining  the  memory  of 
the  beginning  of  the  faid  unhappy  differences,  the 
confequence  whereof  muft  of  neceffity  prove  very 
fatal,  if  not  deftructive  to  this  antient  and  loyal  city, 
unlefs  fome  fpeedy  courfe  be  taken  to  reftore  us  to 
our  antient  love  and  amity  among  ourfelves,  always 
remembering  that  a  city  divided  cannot  ftand.  Now 
for  as  much  as  your  petitioners  are  very  fenfible  of 
the  evil  confequence  that  have  and  may  befall  this 
city  in  cafe  the  faid  mifunderftandings  fhould  conti- 
nue ;  and  to  the  end  that  the  faid  differences,  and  all 
others,  may  be  for  ever  buried  in  oblivion,  and  that 
perfect  love  and  amity  may  be  renewed  among  all 

and 
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and  every  the   members   of  this   city,    which    is   the 
earneft  defire   of  all  good  citizens. 

"  And  whereas  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant 
<c  and  council  of  this  kingdom,  have  in  their  great 
"  wifdom  and  care  of  the  welfare  of  this  city  figni- 
"  fled  their  pleafure,  that  the  citizens  of  this  city 
"  may  return  to  their  antient  union  and  amity  to- 
"  wards  each  other,  and  all  orders  and  acls  which  tend 
"  towards  the  continuance  of  their  difunion,  or  the 
<c  very  memory  thereof  may  be  obliterated  and  for- 
u  gotten." 

Your  petitioners  do  therefore  pray,  that  the  faid 
fir  Francis  Brewfler,  fir  William  Davis,  fir  Jofhua 
Allen,  Daniel  Hutchinfon,  Lewis  Defminers  and 
Enoch  Reader,  aldermen ;  may  be  by  an  acl  of  this 
prefent  afTembly  reftored  to  their  refpeclive  places  of 
honour  and  truil  in  this  city,  and  that  the  petitioners 
report,  and  acts  of  afTembly  made  the  3 J  of  April 
1672,  for  the  removing  the  aforefaid  perfons  from 
their,  or  any  of  their  places,  may  be  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  null  and  void,  that  the  clerk  of 
the  Tholfel  do  forthwith  cancel  the  fame,  and 
take  them  off  from  among  the  records  of  this 
city,  fo  that  nothing  may  remain  or  record  to  pofte- 
rity  of  the  faid  difference  ;  and  to  the  end  that  there 
may  be  no  more  fuits  at  law  concerning  this  mat- 
ter, and  that  nothing  may  hereafter  arife  to  difturb 
the  peace  and  unity  of  this  city,  or  revive  the  me- 
mory of  the  faid  difference  ;  it  is  humbly  prayed, 
that  it  may  be  enacted  by  this  prefent  afTembly, 
that  all  other  acls  and  orders  that  were  made  by  the 
faid  mayor,  fheriffs,  commons  and  citizens,  from  the 
28th  of  April  1672,  to  the  20th  of  September  fol- 
lowing, may  be  declared  to  be  good  and  effectual 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes.  And  to  the  end  that 
this  a£t  may  create  a  full  and  perfect  love  and  uni- 
F  2  on 
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on  on  all  fides,  it  is  further  humbly  prayed,  that 
there  be  forthwith  an  humble  addrefs  made  by  the 
mayor,  fheriffs,  commons  and  citizens,  to  his  ex- 
cellency the  lord  lieutenant  and  council,  that  they 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  out  of  their  accuftomed 
love  and  favour  to  this  city  to  recall  all  thofe  or- 
ders of  council  that  have  been  made  concerning  thefe 
unhappy  differences,  fo  that  nothing  may  remain 
in  any  book  or  roll  to  put  us  in  mind  thereof. 
And,   &c. 
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To  the  Earl  of  Orrery. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Mar.  2,   1674-5, 

I  Have  yours  of  the  26th  of  the  laft,  and  I  did 
only  defer  giving  any  refolution  concerning  fuch 
tories  as  have  fubmitted  themfelves  to  your  lordfhip, 
till  the  next  aflizes,  that  the  judges  being  then  in- 
formed of  the  nature  of  their  crimes,  and  likewife 
made  acquainted  with  the  fervices  they  have  fince 
done,  might  certify  me  at  their  return,  who  they 
conceived  qualified  for  his  Majefty's  mercy  •>  in  or- 
der to  which  I  think  it  may  be  proper  for  your  lord- 
fhip to  enlarge  their  protections  until  fuch  time  as 
the  judges  fhall  be  returned  from  their  circuits.  I 
have  enjoined  my  lord  chief  juftice  Povey  to  profe- 
cute  the  conftable  mentioned  in  yours  concerning 
the  murderers  efcape,  with  all  feverity  the  law  will 
allow  to  deter  others  from  offences  of  the  like  na- 
ture. He  will  give  mr.  juftice  Reynall  an  account  of 
it  by  the  poft,  in  cafe  he  fhould  not  himfelf  meet 
him  at  Cork,  as  he  propofes  to  do.  To  the  pro- 
pofal  of  the  Romifh  prieft,  I  can  only  anfwer  in  ge- 
neral terms,  that  in  cafe  any  of  them  fhall  be  inftru- 

mental 
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mental  in  the  discovering  and  apprehending  tones, 
and  fuch  malefactors,  and  it  (hall  appear  that  they 
have  been  at  any  extraordinary  expence  or  attend- 
ance in  the  profecution,  that  then  befides  the  en- 
couragement and  countenance  of  the  government,  they 
(hall  have  fuch  further  recompence  as  their  fervices 
{hall  be  found  to  deferve,  for  to  be  more  particular 
with  them  would  feem  to  grant  an  owning  of  their 
jurifdiclion. 

I  am,  Your  lordfhip's 

faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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To  the  Lord  Ranelagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Mar.  8,  1674-5. 

IN  a  letter  of  yours  to  my  lord  Conway,  I  find 
how  much  I  am  obliged  to  your  lordfhip  in  the 
matter  of  Eflex-houfe,  and  what  care  and  pains 
you  have  taken  therein  ;  I  can  yet  hardly  believe  that 
the  bargain  with  Dr.  Barebone  is  other  than  fictious, 
but  the  ftop  in  this  affair  that  fome  perfons 
have  given,  from  whom  I  little  expected  it,  hath 
made  room  for  this  artifice  to  raife  the  price  :  that  no 
man  can  build  in  or  about  London  upon  other  than 
old  foundations,  unlefs  with  the  King's  licence,  is 
beyond  all  doubt.  A  copy  of  a  petition  from  the 
middle  Temple  hath  lately  come  to  my  view,  and 
I  do  hear  there  is  another  from  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, to  hinder  the  turning  of  this  garden  into  tene- 
ments, fo  I  prefume  a  licence  will  not  be  obtained  ; 
and  if  fo,  I  do  not  fee  but  probably  fome  of  the 
price  muft  be  abated  to  his  Majefty,  The  propofal 
F  3  offered 
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offered  to  Dr.  Barebone  for  the  building  of  a  houfe 
upon  this  ground,  and  felling  of  it  to  me,  is  no  way 
agreeable  to  my  inclinations.  And  indeed  I  do  more 
value  his  Majefty's  favour,  than  the  thing  itfelf; 
and  regarding  it  as  a  mark  of  honour  to  my  family, 
that  will  be  permanent  with  them,  I  defire,  either 
to  have  it  as  it  is,  or  not  at  all  ;  therefore  if  your 
lordfhip  pleafe  to  fee  how  this  Dr.  Barebone  may 
be  taken  off  his  bargain,  which  if  it  muff  break  for 
default  of  licence,  as  I  have  already  faid,  I  do  yet 
hope  there  may  be  fome  abatement  in  the  price.  I 
have  now  employed  one  mr.  Cratford,  who  is  my 
lord  Conway's  follicitor,  to  make  this  purchafe,  and 
have  directed  where  he  will  have  all  or  moft  of  the 
money  ready  to  pay  for  it,  your  lordfhip  may  there- 
fore fend  for^and  confer  with  him,  that  you  may 
underftand  one  another,  fo  as  the  thing  may  go  on. 
There  is  nothing  of  bufinefs  here  at  prefent  to 
trouble  you  with,fo  as  I  fhall  conclude  with  my  thanks 
to  you  for  your  favour  in  this  my  private  concern,  and 
remain,  with  all  reality, 

Your  lordfhip's,  moft  faithful 

moft  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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To  Sir  Henry  Capel. 

Dear  Brother,  Dublin  Caftle,  Mar.  8,  1674-5. 

I  Have  yours  of  the  27th  of  February,  all  concern- 
ing Effex-houfe,  of  which  I  care  to  fay  no  more,  it 
being  a  matter  refolved,  only  I  cannot  but  obferve, 
that  among  your  remarks  you  fay  it  may  have  fome 
ill  conference,  that  a  hardfhip  is  ufed  to  thofe  who 

arc 
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are  felling  it,  in  wrefting  it  from  them  ;  if  any  fuch 
thing  mould  happen,  or  any  reflection  come  upon 
me  thereby,  thofe  ought  to  take  it  upon  them,  who 
contrary  to  my  opinion  would  go  their  own  ways 
and  obftrucl:  it,  or  otherwife  it  had  been  agreed  for, 
before  any  other  could  have  pretended  to  have  con- 
traded,  and  I  am  fure  let  the  beft  come  of  it  that 
will,  their  indifcretion  will  raife  it  one  or  two  thou- 
fand  pounds  in  the  price.  I  have  given  full  orders 
in  this  matter  by  the  laft  packet  as  you  already  know, 
and  therefore  (hall  fay  no  more,    but  remain 

Your  moft  affectionate  brother, 

ESSEX. 

Pray  thank  mr.  Chiffins  for  the  cheefe  I  have  re- 
ceived from  him  fince  my  writing.  I  have  yours  of 
the  2d  of  March, 
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To  Sir  Charles   Harbord. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  Mar.  8,  1674-5. 

IHave  received  two  or  three  of  yours  lately,  the 
laft  bearing  date  February  27,  and  therein  among 
other  things,  fome  account  of  EfTex-houfe.  I  am 
very  confident  the  bargain  mr.  Thinne  pretends  to 
have  made  with  Dr.  Barebone  is  only  a  collufion,  and 
what  I  hear  mr.  Thinne  faith,  makes  me  the  rather 
believe  fo,  that  Dr.  Barebone  had  given  twenty 
fhillings  earneft  for  the  immediate  payment  of  13000!. 
which  I  think  is  not  an  ufual  way  of  binding 
bargains  of  fo  high  a  value.  However,  I  cannot  but 
prefume,  that  the  petitions  which  you  mention  to 
me  to  have  been  prefented  unto  his  Majefty  againft 
F  4  the 
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the  turning  of  it  into  tenements,  will  Hop  that  de- 
fign,  as  indeed  it  is  fit  it  {hould,  for  I  think  it  one 
of  the  fhamefuleft  things  in  the  world,  that  that 
part  of  the  town  which  is  next  to  the  court,  and 
lyes  to  the  water,  {hould  be  turned  into  ill  favoured 
wharfs  and  tenements.  Your  fon  being  come  away, 
I  have  employed  mr.  Cratford,  a  perfon  whom  I 
believe  you  well  know  to  make  the  bargain  for  me, 
who  I  doubt  not  will  take  your  advice  as  he  pro- 
ceeds. The  papers  concerning  Dr.  Gorge  are  long, 
and  I  fhall  give  you  an  anfwer  to  them  by  the  next. 

I  am, 
Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Mar.  8,    1674-5. 

BY  yours  of  the  22d  of  February,  I  underftand 
your  grace's  refolution  to  go  over  into  England 
againft  the  meeting  of  the  parliament  \  my  letters 
do  generally  aflure  me  they  will  fit,  and  probably 
for  fome  time.  Tho'  I  alfo  hear  that  fome  there  are, 
who  yet  hope  this  meeting  may  be  diverted,  I  hear- 
tily wiin  this  feffions  may  prove  happy  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's  affairs,  which  I  am  confident  your  grace's  pre- 
fence  will   much  contribute  to. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  defire  you  to  be* 
lieve  me  to  be  ever  with  all  reality, 

Your  Grace's  moft  faithful, 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
To 
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To  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  March  8,  1674-5. 

MY  lord  chief  juftice,  with  the  afliftance  of 
the  King's  council,  hath  taken  feveral  exa- 
minations concerning  the  diforderly  proceedings  in 
this  city,  and  fome  of  thofe  perfons  who  were  moft 
factious,  will,  I  believe,  in  fome  meafure  be  reached 
by  them.  The  feafon  of  the  aflizes  in  the  country 
being  now,  and  no  legal  profecution  of  thefe  men 
being  proper  till  the  term,  my  lord  chief  juftice  goes 
his  circuit,  and  at  his  return  he  will  prepare  to  pu- 
nifh  fome  of  thefe  incendiaries  :  but  in  my  own 
thoughts,  I  am  of  opinion,  and  have  been  long  {o9 
that  nothing  will  reduce  this  city  to  a  due  compo- 
fure,  unlefs  it  be  the  avoiding  their  charter  by  a 
S$uo  Warranto,  and  granting  them  a  new  one  ;  for  jji£ 
body  of  the  commons  are^fo^niimerous,  there  being 
ninety-fixof  diem,  befides  fheriffs  peers,,  which  ufu- 
ally  are  between  twenty  and  thirty,    moft  of  the  com-  / 

mons  being  extream  poor  men,  are  continually  muti-  j 
nous  and  factious  ;  whereas,  if  they  had  a  new  char-  Cc^J 
ter,  and  the  number  reduced  to  be  fewer,  and  thofe 
named  out  of  the  moft  fubftantial  chief  trading  men 
of  the  city,  whofe  intereft  it  is  to  be  quiet,  I  am 
confident  it  would  be  the  only  way  to  bring  them 
into  order  and  peace.  This  I  hint  to  you  by  way  of 
difcourfe,  which  I  would  not  have  formally  propofed 
to  his  Majefty  till  I  have  better  confidered  of  it,  tho' 
I  am  apt  to  think  in  the  end  it  muft  be  done.  Since 
the  levying  of  the  lapfe-money  is  refolved,  here  are 
two  pretenfions  ftarted  up  for  part  of  if,  and  have 
been  offered  to  me  :  the  one  is  of  fir  John  Davis, 
$he  prefent  clerk  of  the  council,  as  left   him  by  his 

father 
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father,  fir  Paul  Davis,  a  perfon  who  doubtlefs  de~ 
ferved  very  well  of  the  crown,  and  was  at  a  confide* 
rable  charge,  laying  out  money  of  his  own,  during 
the  war,  for  the  publick  fervice  ;  and  on  that  fcore 
was  ordered  repayment  upon  the  lapfed  money,  &c, 
as  will  appear  by  a  letter  in  my  lord  of  Ormond's 
time,  a  copy  whereof  is  here  inclofed  ;  and  having 
received  no  benefit  thereby,  he  defires  the  renewal 
thereof,  if  his  Majefty  thinks  fit. 

The  other  is  claimed  by  major  Bolton  ;  the  ground 
whereof  is,  that  he  was  employed  both  here  in  Ire- 
land and  in  London,  in  difcovering  and  abftra£ttng 
the  forfeited  lapfe-money,  &c.  and  had  a  letter  of 
his  Majefty's  for  500 1.  thereof,  wherein  I  obferve 
the  fum  is  put  in  with  his  Majefty's  own  hand.  I 
have  tranfmitted  both  thefe  letters  to  you  for  a  fur-; 
ther  fignification  of  his  Majefty's  pleafure  therein. 

I  am, 

Your  mpft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Right  Trufty,  &c. 

WHEREAS  by  Our  letters  under  Our  royal 
fignet,  dated  the  2d  day  of  February,  in 
the  18th  year  of  Our  reign,  and  directed  to  Our 
right  trufty  and  right  intirely  beloved  coufin  and 
councellor,  James,  duke  of  Ormond,  Our  then 
lieutenant  of  Our  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  to  Our 
chief  governor  there  for  the  time  being.  We  did, 
for  the  reafons  and  confiderations  therein  exprefTed, 
adjudge  it  fit  that  the  fum  of  3155  1.  25.  6d.  which 
We  were  informed  was  due  unto  fir  Paul  Davis,  knt, 
deceafed,  Our  late  principal  fecretary  of  ftate  of  Our 
faid  kingdom,  or  fo  much  thereof  as  fhquld  be  foui\) 

due 
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due  to  him,  fhould  be  duly  paid  unto  him  out  of 
the  remaining  27000 1.  of  the  fum  of  30000].  which 
by  the  explanatory  act  is  to  be  paid  to  Us  in  lieu 
and  recompence  of  the  forfeited  fubfcriptions,  com- 
monly called  by  the  name  of  lapfed  money,  except- 
ing that  part  of  the  faid  27000 1.  referved  unto 
Ourfelves  ;  or  out  of  the  money  payable  by  virtue 
of  the  faid  act,  upon  account  of  the  year's  value, 
excepring  the  50000 1.  payable  to  Us  thereout  :  and 
therefore  by  Our  faid  letters  We  directed  arr  account 
to  be  ftated  of  what  remained  due  as  aforefaid  to  the 
faid  fir  Paul  Davis  ;  and  further  required  Our  faid 
then  lieutenant  to  give  order  to  Our  vice  treafurer, 
or  other  receiver  or  receivers  of  the  faid  30000  1.  out 
of  the  fame  to  fatisfy  and  pay  unto  the  faid  fir  Paul 
Davis,  his  executors,  adminiftrators  or  afiigns,  the 
faid  3155 1.  2s.  6d.  or  fo  much  thereof  as  mould 
be  found  to  be  remaining  due  and  unpaid  to  him. 
And  whereas  we  are  informed  that  it  appears  by  an 
account  ftated  according  to  an  order  of  the  faid  duke 
of  Ormond,  made  in  purfuance  of  Our  faid  letters, 
before  Our  chief  baron  of  Our  court  of  exchequer, 
and  bifore  Our  late  auditor  there,  that  there  re- 
mained due  to  the  faid  fir  Paul  Davis  the  faid  fum 
of  3155I.  2s.  6d.  and  that  thereupon,  and  in  obe- 
dience to  Our  faid  pleafure  in  Our  faid  letter  figni- 
fied,  the  faid  duke  of  Ormond  iflued  his  warrant, 
dated  the  4th  of  May  1666,  to  Our  receiver  general 
of  Our  faid  kingdom,  that  then  was,  or  hereafter 
fhould  be,  out  of  the  faid  monies  to  fatisfy  and  pay 
unto  the  faid  fir  Paul  Davis,  his  executors,  admi- 
niftrators or  afligns  ;  but  they  have  not  received  the 
faid  fum  or  any  part  thereof,  by  rea/on  that  all  the 
faid  monies  railed  upon  ace;  unts  of  the  faid  year's 
yalue,  have  been  otherwife  difpofed  of ;  and  the  faid 
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fum  of  30000 1.  to  be  raifed  in  recompence  of  the 
faid  lapfed  money,  has  not  as  yet  been  offered,  where- 
by they  have  been  much  difappointed  of  the  benefit 
and  advantage  that  by  Our  faid  letters  was  intended 
for    them.      Now,  We  taking  .the   fame   into  Our 
princely  confideration,  and  We  having  by  Our  letters 
of  the  firft  day  of  February  1674,  required  and  au- 
thorized  you  Our  lieutenant  to  give   order  for  the 
affefling  and  levying  the  faid  fum  of  30000 1.  in  the 
manner  therein  exprefled,  and  the   monies  fo  levied 
and  aflefled  to  ifiue  and  pay  in  fuch  manner  as  We 
fhall  think  fit  to  direct,  to  the  perfons  to  whom  We 
have  granted  the  fame  :  We  have  therefore  thought 
fit  hereby  to  will   and   require  you,  that  out  of  the 
faid  money  fo  to  be  levied  and  aflefled  as  aforefaid, 
you   do  caufe  to  be  iflued  and  paid  to  the  executors, 
adminiftrators,  or  afligns  of  the  faid  fir  Paul  Davis, 
the  faid  fum  of  3155I.  2s.  6d.   and  you  are  totake 
care,  that  upon  their  receiving  the  fame,  fuch  concor- 
datums,  or  other  warrants   as  they  have  for  the  faid 
fum,  or  any  part  thereof,  be  given  up,  to  the  end 
that  both  they  may  be  fatisfied,  and  We  difcharged 
thereof  :.  and  for  fo  doing,  thefe  Our  letters  (hall  be 
as  well  unto  you  Our  lieutenant  there  now  being,  or 
to. any  other  lieutenant,  deputy,  juftice,  juftices,  or 
other  chief  governor  or  governors  of  that  Our  king- 
dom which  hereafter  for   the   time  fhall  be,  and  to 
the   commiflioners  of  the  vice   treafurer's  accounts, 
and  to  the  receiver  or  receivers  of  all  or  any  of  the 
faid  monies,   that  now  are,  or  hereafter  for  the  time 
fhall  be  receiver  or  receivers  of  any  of  the  faid  mo- 
nies, and  to  every  of  them,  and  to  the  commiflioners 
of  their  and  every  of  their  accounts,  and  to  all  others 
whom    it  may  concern,    fufficient  warrant  and  dis- 
charge in  that  behalf.     Given,  &c. 

To 
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To  Mr.  Thinne. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  March  8,  1674-5. 

IHave  of  late  received  feveral  of  yours,  the  laft 
bearing  date  the  2d  of  March,  which  gives  me 
an  account  that  Nimuegen  is  accepted  for  the  place 
of  congrefs,  but  the  feafon  feems  to  be  fo  far  ad- 
vanced, as  poffibly  the  armies  will  be  engaged  in 
action  before  any  treaty  can  be  begun  ;  therefore  in 
my  apprehenfion,  'tis  very  doubtful  whether  any  peace 
will  follow  this  fummer.  Thefe  few  things  which 
I  have  of  bufinefs  are  enclofed  in  my  letter  to  Mr. 
fecretary  Coventry,  fo  as  I  mail  give  you  no  farther 
trouble,  but  remain 

Your  moft  affectionate  fervanr, 

ESSEX. 

To  Mr.  Thinne. 

Sir  Dublin  Caftle,  March  10,   1674-5. 

IHave  writ  to  mr.  fecretary  Coventry  by  Satur- 
day's poft,  which  letters  the  contrary  winds  have 
kept  on  this  fide  till  now.  I  thought  it  not  worth 
the  troubling  him  with  another,  there  being  nothing 
to  offer  but  the  recommendations  of  the  enclofed  let- 
ter in  behalf  of  fir  George  Gilbert,  the  fubftance  of 
which  he  petitioned  his  Majefty  for,  fome  months 
fince,  and  had  a  reference  hither :  the  matter  whereof 
being  confidered,  we  do  not  find  any  inconvenience 
in  granting  his  requeft,  if  it  be  fo  modelled  as  by  the 
letter  is  directed. 

There 
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There  is  one  mr.  Glafcock,  whom  fome  of  the 
late  news  letters  tell  us,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to 
make  matter  of  the  requefts.  If  it  be  the  perfon 
whom  I  guefs  it  is,  he  is  one  of  the  commiffioners  of 
appeals  for  the  excife  here  ;  and,  if  fo,  he  now  hav- 
ing a  fettled  place,  which  will  require  his  conftant 
attendance  in  England,  it  would  be  neceflary  that  I 
name  another  in  his  room  :  and  indeed,  his  abfence, 
fo  long  as  already  he  has  been  away,  is  very  incon- 
venient ;  for  there  are  upon  the  eftablifhment  but 
three  of  thefe  commimoners  allowed,  and  there  muft 
be  two  to  a£t.  One  of  them  is  a  judge,  and  the 
other  fir  William  Flower,  who  is  old  and  often  in- 
firm, by  which  means  many  times  a  quorum  is  not  to 
be  got.  I  defire  you  will  fpeak  with  mr.  Glafcock, 
and  let  him  know  that  the  place  being  in  my  difpofe, 
I  have  pitched  upon  a  perfon  to  fucceed  him,  and  to 
enter  upon  the  employment  after  Lady-day  next. 

I  am, 

Your  rnoft.  affectionate  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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Right  Trufty,   &c. 

WHEREAS  upon  the  humble  petition  of  Our 
well-beloved  fubjecl:,  fir  George  Gilbert,  knt. 
alderman  of  Our  city  of  Dublin,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  fetting  forth  the  great  want  that  there  is  in 
that  Our  kingdom  of  the  great  beam,  or  common 
balance,  for  the  convenient  weighing  of  all  merchan- 
dizes and  other  goods  in  the  feveral  fea-port  cities 
and  towns  therein  ;  and  by  his  faid  petition  mod 
humbly  praying,  that  as  a  mark  of  Our  royal  bounty 

and 
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nnd  favour,  We  ihould  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant 
unto  him  and  his  afligns  the  fetting  up  the  faid  great 
beam,  or  common  ballance,  in  the  feveral  fea-port 
cities  and  towns  in  that  Our  kingdom  of  Ireland,  for 
the  term  of  fixty-one  years  :  and  that  he  and  his 
afligns  may  be  authorized  by  Our  royal  grant,  to  de- 
mand and  receive  all  fuch  fees  and  perquifites  for  the 
fame,  as  now  are  ufually  paid  unto  the  keepers  of 
Our  great  beam,  or  common  ballance,  in  our  city 
of  Londom.  And  whereas  We  being  inclined  to 
favour  the  faid  fir  George  Gilbert  in  his  requeft, 
were  gracioufly  pleafed  to  refer  his  petition  to  you 
Our  lord  lieutenant  of  that  Our  kingdom,  requiring 
you  to  confider  the  nature  and  ufefulnefs  of  the  place 
petitioned  for,  and  that  if  you  did  judge  it  conduci- 
ve to  Our  fervice,  and  the  publick  good  of  that  Our 
kingdom,  to  report  to  Us  your  opinion  thereupon. 

And  whereas  you,  by  your  report  bearing  date  the 
19th  of  December  lafl:  p?.it,  did  fignify  your  opinion, 
that  the  fetting  up  the  great  beam,  or  common  bal- 
lance, in  that  our  kingdom,  for  determining  of  con- 
troversies between  buyer  and  feller  about  the  weights 
of  merchandizes,  may  be  ufeful,  fo  as  none  be  com- 
pelled to  weigh  any  goods  at  fuch  beam,  or  common 
balance,  and  that  no  fees  be  exacted,  but  only  from 
fuch  perfons  as  fhall  defire  to  make  ufe  thereof. 
Upon  confideration  of  all  which,  We,  of  our 
princely  bounty  and  wifdom,  do  hereby  authorize 
and  require  you  to  caufe  letters  patents,  under  the 
great  feal  of  that  Our  kingdom,  to  be  granted  and 
pafled  to  the  faid  fir  George  Gilbert  and  his  afligns, 
of  the  place,  office,  and  truft  of  keeper  of  Our 
great  beam  and  common  balance,  to  be  fet  up  and 
erecled  by  him  the  faid  fir  George  Gilbert,  or  his 
afligns,  in  all  our  fea-port  cities  and  towns  in  that 

Our 
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Our  kingdom  of  Ireland,  for  the  term  of  three  fcore 
and  one  years  ;  and  that  in  the  faid  grant,  the  faid 
fir  George  Gilbert,  and  his  afligns,  be  authorized  to 
make,  name,  and  conftitute,  from  time  to  time,  all 
and  every  manner  of  clerks,  porters,  fervants,  and 
minifters,  of  the  faid  great  beam  and  common  ba- 
lance, and  of  the  iron  beam  and  weights  appertain- 
ing to  both.  And  further,  that  the  faid  fir  George 
Gilbert  and  his  afligns,  by  the  faid  letters  patents,  be 
entitled  to  all  and  lingular  the  commodities,  houfes, 
advantages,  profits,  wages,  fees,  and  emoluments, 
that  in  Our  time,  or  in  the  time  of  any  of  our  pro- 
genitors, Kings  of  England,  are  and  were  due  and 
accuflomed,  pertaining,  or  belonging  to  the  faid  office 
or  keeper  of  the  faid  great  beam  or  common  balance, 
or  of  the  iron  beam  and  weights  belonging  to  both, 
in  as  large  and  ample  manner,  and  firm  as  ever  any 
perfon  or  perfons  have  had  or  enjoyed  the  fame  in 
Our  city  of  London  or  kingdom  of  England,  to  the 
proper  tufe  and  behoof  of  him  the  faid  fir  George 
Gilbert,  or  his  afligns,  for  and  during  the  time  be- 
fore mentioned  and  expreffed.  And  you  are  alfo  to 
caufe  to  be  inferted  in  Our  faid  letters  patents  a  pro- 
viilon,  that  none  be  compelled  to  weigh  any  goods 
at  fuch  great  beam,  or  common  balance,  and  that 
no  fees  be  exacted,  but  only  from  fuch  perfons  as 
fhall  defirc  to  make  ufe  thereof  ;  and  alfo  a  claufe  for 
the  erecting  the  faid  office,  and  all  fuch  neceflary 
and  beneficial  claufes  and  non  obftantes  as  may  help 
to  make  the  fame  effectual  unto  the  faid  fir  George 
Gilbert  and  his  afligns,  and  as  in  fuch  cafes  are  ufuaL 
And,  &c.     Given,  &c. 
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To  the  Lord  Ranelagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Mar.  10,   1674-5. 

BY  your  lord/hip's  of  the   20th   of  February,   I 
underfland    his    Majefty's    pleafure,     that    fir 
George  Hamilton  fhould  be    permitted   to  have  500 
men  out  of  this  kingdom  to  recruit  his  regiment  3  but 
that  it  be  done  with  privacy,  in  regard,  that  if  notice 
be  taken,   the  Dutch   ambaffador  would  complain.     I 
have  fpoken  with  fir  Anthony  Hamilton,  and  directed 
him  to  proceed  with  all  fecrecy  in  the  affair,   and  told 
him,  that  if  any  accounts  fhould  come  to  me  out  of 
the  country  that  men  were  raifing  for  foreign  flrvice, 
I  would  not    feem  to   believe  it.     However,    it   de- 
pends much  upon  his  difcretion   to  carry  his   bufmefs 
prudently,    and  without  noife,  which  I   hope  he  will 
do.     I   find    the   matter  is   already  fufpe£ted  in  Hol- 
land ;   for  my  lord  of  Thomond  tells   me  he  has  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  my  lord  Clare,   which  I  hear  he 
has  mowed  to  many  in  town,  complaining,    that  I 
had  hindered  500  men  from  entering  themfelves  into 
the  States  fervice,  and  had  impriioned  feveral  of  the 
officers  for  inlifting  them,  &c.  and  that  there  w^re  now 
divers  officers  for  ferving   in  the  French    army   gone 
over  on  the  like  errand,  whom  he   hoped  would  not 
be   better  uftd.     Whereupon  it  is  pail:  all  perad ven- 
ture that  notice  will  be  given  by  fome  bufy  perfon  or 
other,  cf  all  that  thefe  officers  do   here  ;  for  which 
reafon,  if  his  M^jefty  thinks   the  affair  worth   a  dif- 
guife,  1  can  fend  and   flop  fome  few  of  the  J  aft  who 
are  to  take  (hipping,  and   order  them  to   their   own 
homes  ;   or,  after  they  are  all  gone,    fend  for  fome  of 
thefe  merchants  who  undertook  their  tranfportation, 
and  adrnonifh  them  of  the  crime  they  have  committed* 
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in  fending  away  foldiers  who  produced  no  licence  or 
pafs  from  me  ;  or  threaten  them,  if  ever  I  found  them 
in  the  like  fault  again.  I  conceive,  either  or  both 
thefe  courfes  will  make  my  late  proceedings  feem  e- 
qual  to  both  the  parties.  Your  lordfhip  may  pleafe 
to  ihow  his  Majefty  this  letter,  and  fend  me  word 
how  'tis  approved,  or  if  any  other  thing  be  directed. 
This  country  fuffers  much  under  the  want  of  fmall 
money,  legally  authorized,  therefore  I  wifti  the  pror 
pofals  concerning  it,  which  I  fent  to  your  lordfhip* 
were  confidered,  and  orders  given  therein. 

I  am. 

Your  lordlhip's  moil  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSE  X. 


To  the  Earl  of  Orrery. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Mar.  13,   1674-5 

I  Have  yours  of  the  5th  of  March,  which  came 
to  my  hands  on  Monday  laft,  but  I  was  then  fo 
full  of  bufinefs  as  I  could  not  return  you  an  anfwer 
by  the  fame  poft. 

There  can  be  no  hazard  to  thofe  tones  who  have 
already  performed  fervice,  by  the  judges  giving  me 
an  account  what  they  have  done  ;  and  for  the  others^ 
who  pretend  to  difcover  the  harbourers  of  this  fort  of 
people,  which  I  look  upon  to  be  a  better  work  than 
taking  even  the  tories  themfelves.  I  think  it  but 
reafonable  they  Ihould  firft  make  the  difcovery,  and 
then  I  give  the  pardon  ;  it  being  more  proper  that 
they  trufl:  me  than  I  them  :  and  experience  alfo  hath 
fhewed  it,  that  after  fuch  like  men  have  had  their 
pardon,  they    have  refufed  to  have  performed  what 

formerly 
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formerly  they  engaged.  The  Judges  have  orders,  in 
the  enquiry  of  this  matter,  to  be  very  tender  of  thofe 
who  have  done  the  leaft  fervice  in  the  affair  ;  and  I 
am  fure,  it  has  been  my  rule,  rather  to  exceed  in 
ihewing  mercy  to  thofe  who  have  been  inftrumental 
in  the  bringing  the  country  to  quiet,  than  to  do  lefs 
than  what  upon  reafonable  grounds  has  been  pro- 
mi  fed. 

Our  letters  from  England  this  poft  bring  us  very 
little  news,  only  a  further  confirmation  of  the  parlia- 
ment's meeting,  and  a  probability  that  a  treaty  of 
peace  will  be  begun  at  Nimeguen  this  winter. 

I  am, 
Your  lordfhip's  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

++  +4-  ++  ++  +4-  t-t  ++  +  +  -K  ++  "H  t*  ++  ++  t"i  +  jg 
To  the  King. 

May  it  pleafe  Your  Majefty, 

I  Have  received  Your  Majefty's  moft  gracious  let- 
ter for  the  grant  of  thirteen  thoufand  pounds, 
which  favour  I  do,  with  all  humility  and  gratitude, 
acknowledge.  The  money  was  intended  for  the 
purchafe  of  EfTex-houfe,  which  being  a  moft  con- 
fpicuous  mark  of  Your  Majefty's  bounty,  and  an 
honour  permanent  to  my  family,  would  therefore 
many  times  double  the  value  of  the  gift  ;  and  had 
thofe  whom  I  employed  in  England,  purfued  my  di- 
rections, the  purchafe  had  been  made  e'er  this  ;  but 
they,  caufing  a  moft  unneceflary  demur,  have  given 
an  opportunity  to  another  perfon  to  contract  for  it, 
"which,  perhaps,  may  prevent  the  placing  this  favour 
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on  me  in  the  manner  it  was  dcfigned.  Yet,  if  Your 
Majefty  pleafe  to  refrain  the  granting  a  licence  for 
building  on  new  foundations  there,  the  matter  may 
be  retrieved,  and  Your  Majefty's  liberality  applied  as 
was  at  firft  propofed.  But  if  this  cannot  be  corn- 
palled,  I  mall  receive  Your  Majefty's  gracious  in- 
tentions towards  me,  for  fome  other  opportunity  ; 
alluring  Your  Majefty,  that  Your  favourable  thoughts 
cannot  be  beftowed  on  any  perfon  who  will  own 
them  with  a  more  grateful  mind,  nor  who,  with  more 
2-eal,  doth  endeavour  to  merit  the  title  of, 

The  moft  faithful, 
t  and  moft  obedient  of 

Your  Majefty's  fubjecls  and  fervants, 

ESSEX. 
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To  the  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Mar.  17,  1674-5. 

HAving  received  a  letter  of  his  Majefty's,  coun- 
terfigned  by  your  lordfhip,  for  the  grant  of 
thirteen  thoufand  pounds,  I  muft  beg  the  favour 
of  your  lordfhip  to  deliver  the  enclofed  to  his  Ma- 
jefty. Whether  the  money  can  be  employed  to  the 
ufe  it  was  defigned,  my  letters  out  of  England  make 
it  very  doubtful.  Yet,  if  the  garden  of  Eflex-houfe 
be  not  permitted  to  be  turned  into  tenements,  I  am 
confident  the  prefent  contractors  muft  give  up  their 
bargain.  The  agents  whom  I  employ  will  be  more 
diligent  to  make  the  purchafe  of  it,  if  it  may  be 
had  ;  and,  indeed,  the  valuing  of  it  as  a  durable 
mark  of  honour  to  me  and  my  family,  inclines  me  to 
^efire  it  more  than  anv  other  confideration. 

Here 
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-Here  are  feveral  affairs  relating  to  this  country  pro- 
per^ be  communicated  to  your  lordfhip,  which  I 
fhall  referve  'till  the  next  poft,  and  with  many  ac- 
knowledgments of  your  lordfhip's  favour,  remain 

Your  lordfhip's  mod  faithful 
and  molt  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

moo  9000  cooocoooooesoooo  ooosoooo  oaoaowooooooeoooooooeosooecooooooooeooo  ooooooo:oooo»ooo  oooaooofl 

To  the  Lord  Ranelagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,    Mar.  17,   1674-5. 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  9th  inftant,  wherein 
are  feveral  things  relating  to  this  kingdom.  The 
commiffioners  of  Cork-houfe,  and  mr.  Forth,  who 
is  here,  do  confidently  deny  the  having  fent  any  mo- 
ney into  England,  and  offer  to  depofe  it  upon  oath* 
if  thereunto  required,  that  there  hath  not  by  500 1. 
been  remitted  into  England  more  money  than  by 
bills  hath  been  returned  hither.  Some  among  them 
are  great  traders,  and  I  am  confident  do  employ  the 
money  of  the  farm  in  traffick,  which  is  one  reafon, 
among  others,  that  they  are  fo  backward  in  their 
payments.  As  to  their  accounts,  delivered  in  upon 
oath,  I  cannot  find  any  cheque  upon  them,  either  in 
relation  to  the  cuftoms,  or  imported  excife,  which  is 
the  principal  thing  that  ought  to  be  looked  into  ; 
for  the  farmers  officers  have  in  all  the  ports  thruft 
out  the  King's  officers  from  almoft  acting  any  thing  ; 
and  the  patent  officers  having  their  falaries,  are  wil- 
ling enough  to  be  eafed  of  the  troubles,  fince  they 
can  get  nothing  by  it.  And  as  for  the  imported  excife, 
thefe  patent  officers  taking  themft'ves  to  be  only 
officers  of  the  cuftoms,  do,  as  I  hear,  keep  no  boots 
G  3  at 
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at  all  of  it  ;  fo  as  mr.  Hayes,  the  comptroller  of  the 
revenue  here,  makes  up  his  accounts  by  the  hejp  of 
the  farmers  books  :  and  therefore  I  can  expect  no 
further  light  by  what  comes  from  him.  For  the  port 
of  Dublin,  I  have  made  mr.  Pledwell,  who  for  many 
years  had  the  management  of  it  under  the  farmers, 
bring  me  in  an  abftracl:,  and  that  perfectly  agrees 
with  the  accounts  delivered  in.  The  objections  made 
againft  thefe  accounts,  I  mould  be  glad  to  fee  :  there 
is  one  which  is  obvious  to  me,  and  undeniable,  and 
may  ferve  for  all,  viz.  that  thefe  farmers  offer  to  ad- 
vance their  rent  for  a  new  farm  near  40,0001. 
per  annum  :  and  yet  their  accounts  all  along  would 
make  it  appear  that  they  have  been  lofers  by  the  pre- 
fent  farm  ;  which  are  things  fo  contradictory,  as  I 
know  not  well  how  they  may  be  reconciled. 

The  propofals  you  mention  to  me,  as  from  my 
lord  of  Burlington,  &c.  of  having  a  commiflion  to 
remedy  defective  titles,  is  a  thing  very  reafonable,  and 
that  which  muft  at  one  time  or  other  be  done  ;  but  I 
conceive  it  is  not  yet  feafonable.  I  am  pretty  apt  to 
believe,  that  the  books  which  I  have  caufed  to  be 
compofed,  of  the  difpofition  of  lands  in  this  king- 
dom, may  be  the  reafon  that  men  begin  to  move 
this  ;  but  the  work  being  now  fo  near  perfected,  I 
think  it  were  fit  fome  fpace  were  allowed,  to  fee  what 
lands  will  clearly  appear  to  be  in  his  Majefty's  pof- 
feflion  ;  and  fome  further  time  to  make  difcoveries  by 
other  ways  and  means  ;  after  which,  fuch  a  com- 
miffion  as  is  mentioned  will  be  neceflary,  that  there 
may  be  a  final  fettlement  of  all  inrerefts. 

I  do  not  well  know  what  is  like  to  become  of  the 
matter  of  EfTex-houfe,  but  hope  it  may  yet  be  re- 
trieved. His  Majefty's  letter  for  the  grant  of  the 
money  intended  for  the   purchafe  thereof,    is  come, 

and 
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and  I  have  by  this  packet  returned  a  letter  of 
thanks  through  my  lord  treafurer's  hands.  Mr. 
Cratford,  whom  I  employ  in  this  bargain,  will  com- 
municate his  proceedings  with  your  lordfliip,  whom 
I  have  found  fo  ready  to  do  me  kindnefles  of  all 
forts,  as  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  give  him  your 
afliftance,  and  the  helps  of  }Our  advice  in  this  parti- 
cular.    I  am, 

Your  lord  (hip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

+-f  +4-  4*4-  +4-  +4-  4-4-  +4-  +4-  +4-  4-4-  +4-  4-4-  4-4-  4-4*  4-4-  +4- 

To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  Mar.  17,  1674-5. 

I  AM  to  acknowledge  two  of  yours  of  the  6th 
and  9th  of  March,  both  which  I  received  the 
laft:  week.  I  give  you  thanks  for  auditing  mr.  folii- 
tor  in  his  pretenfions  here.  The  bifliop  of  Kiilaloe 
being  lately  dead,  I  have  herewith  fent  you  the  draft 
of  a  letter  for  placing  that  bifhoprick  upon  Dr.  Roan, 
at  prefent  dean  of  Clogher.  He  is  a  very  grave 
man,  of  good  life,  and  one  every  way  qualified 
to  be  a  bifhop  :  wherefore  if  you  pleafe  to  get  the 
letter  difpatched,  I  (hall  take  it  as  a  kindnefs.  This 
city  continues  dill  uneafy  to  one  another,  but  'till 
the  judges  return  from  their  circuits,  1  can  take  no 
positive  refolution  what  is  fit  to  be  done  in  that  mat- 
ter, which,  fo  foon  as  they  do,  I  (hall  communicate 
to  you.     I  am, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

This  bifhoprick  of  Kiilaloe  is   the  loweft  of  value 
in  the  whole  kingdom. 

G  4  Xq 
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To  Sir  Henry   Capel. 

Dear  Brother,  Dublin  Cattle,  Mar.  17,  1674-5, 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  9th  inftant,  wherein 
you  mention  a  requeft  of  fome  friends  of  my 
lord  chief  juftice  Povey  ;  but,  by  the  circumftances  of 
it,  I  am  apt  to  think  you  may  miftake,  and  that  you 
mean  my  lord  chief  juftice  Booth.  You  fay  he  is  an  old 
man  and  very  infirm,  and  therefore,  'till  I  know  which 
it  is  you  intend,  I  cannot  tell  how  to  write  fuch  an  an- 
fwer  as  will  be  proper  to  be  fhewed  -,  for  according  to 
the  feveral  perfons  each  deferves  his  feveral  charac- 
ter, and  the  thing  itfelf  its  different  confideration. 
If  it  be  my  lord  chief  juftice  Booth,  he  is  the  ableft 
man  in  his  profeflion  we  have  here,  and  is  as  good 
a  judge,  and  in  all  refpe£ts  as  worthy  a  man  as  I 
have  ever  known  ;  but  is  fo  miferably  afflicted  with 
the  gout  and  other  difeafes,  as  makes  him  feldom  fit 
to  do  any  bufinefs  ;  and  that  caufes  me  to  believe  he 
may  be  the  man.  Knowing  alfo,  that  he  hath  an  in- 
clination to  continue  in  England,  which  if  it  be, 
we  have  another,  mr.  juftice  Reynell,  tho'  one  of 
the  King's  bench,  that  may  well  fucceed  him,  and 
is,  indeed,  next  himfelf,  the  ableft  of  all  the  judges. 
My  lord  chief  juftice  Povey  is  as  honeft  a  man  as  any 
I  know,  but  not  equal  in  ability  to  the  other.  My 
apprehenfions  are,  if  he  fhould  be  removed,  by 
the  follicitations  of  any  of  his  friends  in  England, 
(nor  can  I  think  of  any  he  hath,  but  mr.  Povey, 
who,  I  fuppofe,  muft  work  by  the  duke)  that  mr. 
juftice  Jones,  who  is  the  eldeft  juftice  in  the  King's 
bench,  will  at  the  Lme  time,  by  the  duke's  means, 
get  a  letter  to  be  made  chief  juftice,  which  would  be 
a  very  great  mifchief  to  this  kingdom,     Mr.  juftice 

Jones 
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Jones  purchafed  hard  for  it  in  the  laft  vacancy,  and  I 
had  fome  difficulty  to  get  in  another.  He  hath  all  the 
popifh  intereft  earneft  for  him,  being  undoubtedly  of 
that  perfuafion  in  his  heart,  and  brings  up  all  his 
children  in  that  religion.  Thefe  things  you  are  to 
keep  to  yourfelf.  My  lord  chief  juftice  Povey  being 
in  the  circuit,  I  cannot  fpeak  to  him,  nor  rectify  the 
miftake,  if  there  be  any  :  therefore  I  pray  you  by 
the  next  let  me  hear  from  you  who  the  perfon  is  you 
intend,  and  who  they  are  that  recommend  him. 

I  am, 

Your  moft  affectionate  brother. 

ESSEX. 


[To   Sir   George  Hamilton. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  Mar.  17,    1674-5, 

I  Have  lately  received  two  letters  from  you,  <le- 
livered  me  by  your  brother,  who  is  now  gone 
into  the  country,  and  I  hope  will  carefully  difpatch 
the  bufinefs  he  comes  about.  I  have  directed  him  to 
be  cautious  in  his  proceedings,  there  being  many 
watchful  eyes,  who  are  fo  bufy  as  to  give  notice  of 
every  thing  that  is  done  here.  What  reafonable  con- 
nivance may  be  permitted,  (hall  be  allowed  him  ;  and 
I  fhould  be  glad  of  any  further  opportunity  of  (hew- 
ing the  refpecl:  wherewith  I  am, 

Your  moft  faithful  fervanr, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  Mr.  Hugh  May. 

Coufin,  Dublin  Caftle,  Mar.  17,  1674-5* 

MR.  Edward  May,  your  kinfman,  now  taking 
a  journey  into  England,  I  could  not  let  him 
go  without  telling  you  how  good  a  man  I  find  him 
to  be.  At  my  firft  coming  over  I  recommended  him 
to  the  farmers  of  Cork-houfe  for  fome  employment 
under  them,  which  he  has  fo  well  performed,  as  they 
all  give  him  the  character  of  a  very  honeft  man,  and 
juft  in  their  fervice.  If  now,  upon  renewing  of  the 
farm,  it  lies  in  my  way  to  do  him  a  good  turn,  by 
defiring  them  to  put  him  in  fome  better  place,  or 
any  other  means  he  can  propofe,  I  (hall  not  fail  to 
ihew  him  my  kindnefs  therein,  both  upon  his  own 
account,  as  believing  him  a  fit  perfon  to  be  employed, 
and  alfo  in  regard  of  the  relation  he  has  to  you, 
which  fhall  ever  be  refpe&ed  by, 

Your  moft  affectionate  kinfman, 
and  faithful  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  my  lord  MafTereen. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Mar.  20,  1674-5 

I  Have  received  three  of  your  letters,  the  laft  dated 
the  17th  of  March,  which  gives  me  an  account 
of  my  lord  Donegall's  illnefs,  and  yefterday  in  the 
evening,  by  a  melTenger  from  the  place  I  had  notice 
of  his  death.  As  to  what  relates  to  the  tories,  Mr. 
Beecher  gave  your  lordfhip  an  anfwer,  that  if  they 
would  enter  into  fufficient  fecurity  for  their  good  be- 
haviour 
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haviour  for  fome  little  time,  till  they  could  tranf 
port  themfelves,  which  fecurity  your  lordihip  was  to 
approve  of,  and  tranfmit  to  the  clerk  of  the  council 
here  ;  and  that  in  cafe  they  failed  of  performance, 
thofe  who  were  bound  for  them  might  be  profecuted. 
Whereunto  was  added,  as  my  lord  chief  juftice's 
opinion,  that  if  the  men  would  be  perfuaded  to  come 
in,  and  render  themfelves  to  a  trial,  they  being  af- 
fured  of  tranfportation,  fhould  they  be  condemned, 
his  lordfhip  believed  it  to  be  the  better  courfe.  Either 
of  thefe  two  ways  you  might  purfue.  My  fecretary, 
Mr.  Harbord,  is  fhortly  going  for  England,  and  I 
fhall  not  forger,  when  he  goes  over,  to  recommend 
your  cafe  concerning  the  iocol.  paid  to  Sir  Samuel 
Morland,  which  I  make  no  question  to  get  allowed 
him  :  and  as  for  the  reducing  of  your  quit-rent,  I 
(hall  in  a  fhort  time  receive  inftru&ions  to  fettle  that 
whole  afFair,  and  then  your  particular  fhall  not  want 
its  due  confideration.     1  am, 

Your  lordfhip's  moft  affeclionate  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,    Mar.  30,   1675. 

I  Have  received  yours,  dated  from  Newmarket 
the  17th  inftant,  which  begins  with  the  intelli- 
gence you  have  from  abroad.  This  part  feefns  very 
mifterious,  fo  as  I  cannot  tell  well  what  to  m  ke  of 
it ;  but  I  will  be  watchful,  and  try  by  feveral  ways 
what  I  can  difcover  thereof.  Sir  Maurice  Euftace's 
petition  I  have  fent  to  Mr.  Attorney,  that  himfelf 
and  Mr.  Sollicitor,  who  feem  to  be  complained  of 

therein, 
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therein,  may  confult  what  anfwer  to  give,    which  I 
mall  tranfmit  fo  foon  as  it  comes  to  my  hands. 

This  packet  brought  us  in  the  fad  news  of  the  lofs 
of  his  Majefty's  yatch  in  its  voyage  to  Chefter,  being 
fplit  upon  a  little  rock  called  the  Skerries  :  it  was 
very  full  of  pafTengers,  and  many  men  of  quality  ; 
my  lord  of  Meath  is  faid  to  be  loft,  and  his  fon,  my 
lord  Brabafon,  fuppofed  to  be  fo  too.  My  lord  of 
Ardglafs,  with  feveral  others,  faved  themfelves  upon 
the  rock,  where  they  were  a  day  and  a  night  before 
any  veflel  arrived  to  relieve  them.  This  firft  account 
is  but  imperfect,  fo  as  we  are  not  certain  how  many 
may  be  faved.  The  captain  of  this  vefTel  feemed  to 
be  as  careful  a  man  as  I  have  ever  known  :  we  hear 
that  himfelf  and  molt  of  his  feamen  are  drowned. 

About  ten  days  fince  the  earl  of  Donegal  died 
here  :  I  have  given  his  troop  to  iir  Arthur  Chichefter, 
who  was  lieutenant  thereof,  and  is  now  earl  of  Done- 
gal. Having  nothing  further  to  acquaint  you  with, 
I  remain, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervanr, 

ESSEX. 
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To  the  Lord  Ranelagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  Mar.  30,    1675. 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  23d  of  March,  to- 
gether with  the  letter  in  Mr.  Sollicitor's  behalf, 
and  give  you  thanks  for  your  care  of  him  in  this 
affair.  I  mould  be  glad  that  the  forms  of  pafling 
lands  or  monies  here,  were  intirely  fettled,  that  fo 
we  might  keep  to  known  rules  in  bufinefs  of  that 
nature  ;    for  I  find    many   men  very  uneafy,    who 

bring 
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bring  letters,  and  have  not  the  fuccefs  they  expected  ; 
and  I  am  confident,  that  when  the  rule  you  mention 
is  eftablifhed,  unreafonable  grants  will  not  be  fo 
eafily  ^obtained.  The  commiflion  for  reducing  of 
quit-rents  has  not  been  forgotten  by  me  ;  but,  upon 
examination,  finding  that  fome  other  lands  deferve 
abatements,  as  well  as  thofe  in  the  lift  brought  in  by 
capt.  Stone,  I  am  adjufting  the  matter  for  the  whole  : 
for  I  would  fain  have  the  work  compleatly  done,  and 
that  the  King  may  have  a  profpecf.  of  what  the  abate- 
ments will  be,  before  the  commifftons  are  fent  over. 
However,  I  am  well  afTured,  that  the  lands  which 
would  be  difcovered  by  the  books  mr.  Taylor  is  pre- 
paring, together  with  fuch  others  as  may  be  brought 
into  charge  upon  the  fettling  of  Conaught,  will  more 
than  make  up  the  abatements  :  and  befides,  the  re- 
venue will  likewife  by  thefe  means  be  rendered  cer- 
tain for  the  future.  A  very  few  days  will  com  pleat 
the  enquiry  I  am  to  make,  and  by  mr.  Harbord,  who 
goes  the  next  week,  I  hope  to  fend  more  particulars 
of  this  bufinefs. 

The  bifhop  of  Killaloe  being  lately  dead,  I  have 
recommended  mr.  dean  Roan,  a  very  grave  man,  and 
one  who  has  the  repute  from  all  here  to  be  very  de- 
ferving,  to  fucceed  in  that  place.  I  am  told,  that 
mr.  Smith,  dean  of  Limerick,  is  endeavouring,  by 
my  lord  of  Ormond,  to  get  into  this  bifhoprick. 
This  hint  I  fend  you,  that  you  may  enquire  if  it  be 
true  j  and  I  doubt  not  but  your  lordfhip  will  ufe  your 
endeavours  that  I  be  not  baffled  in  a  thing  of  this 
nature.  Some  of  my  letters  from  England  tell  me, 
that  the  city  have  petitioned  the  King  that  the  gar- 
den of  ElTex-houfe  may  not  be  permitted  to  be  built 
into  tenements.  I  prefume  the  law  to  be  very  clear 
jn   the  point,  that  without  his    Majefty's   licence  it 

cannot 
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cannot  be  done  ;  fo  as  I  make  little  doubt  but  do&or 
Barebone  will  be  forced  to  give  over  his  work  there, 
which  if  he  do,  I  {hall  give  order  to  lay  down  30000 1. 
the  money  contracted  for,  within  a  very  few  daysr 
a  great  part  whereof  is  now  ready,  and  at  mr.  Har- 
bord's  arrival  he  will  take  care  for  the  reft.  I  find  it 
necefTary  to  trouble  your  lordfhip  again  with  this  affair, 
in  regard  I  doubt  fome  in  England  have  reported  that 
I  would  not  give  fo  much  .  but  fince  his  Majefty  is 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  beftow  that  fum  for  this  end,  I 
ihall  lay  down  the  money  immediately,  and  wait  the 
time  for  the  repayment  thereof  :  yet  if  your  lordfhip 
conceives  any  thing  can  be  faved  to  the  King  by 
making  this  bargain,  (for  I  am  refolved  to  beftow 
the  whole  of  his  Majefty's  liberality  here)  I  am  not 
unwilling  it  fhould  be  done  ;  whereof  if  you  pleafe 
to  give  yourfelf  the  trouble  to  fpeak  to  mr.  Thinne 
once  more  upon  this  fubjeel:,  and  aflure  him  of  my 
fpeedy  payment,  in  cafe  the  houfe  be  free  for  me  to 
have  it,  your  lordfhip  will  do  me  a  great  favour. 
Before  this  arrives,  I  prefume  you  will  have  the  news 
from  Chefter,  or  other  places,  of  the  lofs  of  the 
yatch  belonging  to  us  here.  We  are  not  certain  who 
perifhed  in  it,  but  it  is  believed  my  lord  Meath  and 
his  fon,  my  lord  Atherdee,  with  many  others,  are 
4rowned. 

I  am  your  Lordfhip's 

moil  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To 


ARTHUR,  EARL  OF  ESSEX,     u* 

To  the  Lord  Ranelagh, 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  7,  1675, 

YEfterday  I  received  yours  of  the  30th  of  March* 
being  the  firft  packet  arrived  here  fince  the  lofs 
of  the  yatch,  whereby  we  underftand  who  perifhed 
and  who  were  faved,  which,  1  conceive,  I  need  not 
repeat,  for  the  particulars  you  will  have  from  the 
coaft  on  that  fide. 

As  to  Fflex-houfe,  it  will  depend,  your  lordfhip's 
tells  me,  on  that  point,  whether  the  King  can  pro- 
hibit the  building  on  new  foundations.  This  hath 
in  all  former  times  been  taken  for  granted  :  yet, 
however,  I  am  forry  that  a  concern  of  mine  fhould 
occafion  a  difpute  of  the  King's  prerogative.  The 
fpoil  of  the  garden  cannot  be  much  material,  in  re- 
gard a  little  money  will,  I  am  confident,  put  it  in 
order,  fo  as  that  (hall  not  hinder  me  from  purfuing 
my  intention,  in  cafe  this  bargain  with  Dr.  Barebone 
be  vacated. 

My  lord  Conway  comes  to  town  this  night,  and 
parts  fpeedily  into  England.  I  (hall  with  him  difcourfe 
the  two  propofals  in  your  lordfhip's  letter  concerning 
the  Concordatum  monies  and  pennons;  and  upon  thefe, 
together  with  other  particulars,  I  fhall  communicate 
my  thoughts  to  you  through  his  hands.  The  French 
recruits  have  had  ill  fortune  ;  for  tho'  the  officers 
did  their  parts  perfectly  well,  in  bringing  them  to  a 
remote  corner  of  Kerry  without  noife  -,  yet  the  French 
(hips  that  were  appointed  to  take  them  in,  failing 
many  days,  and  when  they  did  come,  which  was 
twenty  days  after  their  time,  inftead  of  coming  tor 
Dingle,  came  to  Kinfale,  and  there  divulged  in  the 
$own  that  they  came  $0  fetch  men  for  the  fervice  of 

France  j 
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France,  (o  as  the  officers  finding  the  thing  grow  too 
publick,  have  themfelves  as  I  hear  difmifled  molt  of 
their  men,  1  gave  them  all  connivance  that  poflibly 
I  could,  feeming  not  to  believe  the  news  for  a  packet 
or  two,  but  at  laft  when  it  was  too  much  the  pub- 
lick  difcourfe,  I  was  forced  to  fend  orders  to  difmifs 
any  of  them  that  fhould  be  found  in  that  country. 
And  as  thefe  orders  will  be  justification  enough,  that 
thefe  levies  were  not  permitted  by  authority,  fo  I 
am  fure  on  the  other  hand  the  very  officers  them- 
felves will  clear  me  to  his  Majefty  that  I  have  allow- 
ed them  all  the  fair  play  in  their  bufinefs  that  with 
decency  they  could  expect,  and  that  the  difappoint- 
ment  proceeded  purely  from  the  errors  committed 
"by  the  commanders  of  the  French  (hips. 

I  am,    your  lordfhip's, 

raoft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  King, 

Dublin  Caftle,   April  8.    1675. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

TH  E  yatch  which  ufually  attended  this  place, 
being  now  unfortunately  lofT,  will  neceffitate 
your  Majefty  to  fend  fome  other  vefTel  to  fupply  this 
want ;  it  ought  to  draw  but  little  water,  in  regard 
that  every  ebb  the  fhips  in  this  harbour  lye  all  dry 
upon  a  hard  fand.  The  Mary  yatch  that  is  now 
perifhed,  was  very  crazy  when  fhe  was  caft  away, 
and  indeed  too  weak  built  for  thefe  feas  -,  therefore 
I  humbly  defire  your  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to 
let  us  h^ve  a  vefTel  that  may  be  fit  for  this  em- 
ployment, 
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ployment,  there  being  many  perfons  of  quality  often 
paffing  between  this  and  England.  Mr.  Harbord  is 
£0  fully  inftrucled  in  all  matters  concerning  this  coun- 
try, that  I  need  not  entertain  your  Majefty  with  any 
thing  upon  that  fubjeft,  but  fhall  leave  them  to  his 
relation,  and  with  all  humility  and  devotion  fub- 
fcribe  myfelf, 

Your  Majefty's  moft  faithful   and  moft 
obedient  fubjecl:  and  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Earl  of  Briftol. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  8,  1675. 

WITH  much  fatisfac*tion  have  I  received  your 
lordfhip's  moft  obliging  letter,  which  ac- 
quaints me  with  the  difcourfe  your  lordfhip  hath 
lately  had  with  his  Majefty  concerning  the  reports 
of  my  remove  from  this  government,  and  tho*  your 
lordfhip  is  a  perfon  whom  I  have  ever  looked  upon 
to  be  fo  true  and  juft  a  friend,  that  if  I  heard  nothing 
from  you,  I  could  with  all  confidence  rely  upon 
your  readinefs  to  do  me  all  kind  offices,  yet,  I  do 
allure  your  lordfhip,  that  the  knowing  you  have  ex- 
prefTed  a  concern  for  me  is  extremely  pleafing  to  me, 
there  being  none  whofe  affection  I  more  value  than 
your  lordfhip's,  nor  whom  I  fhould  be  more  ready  to 
ferve  when  any  opportunity  fhall  arrive  to  evidence 
the   reality   of  my  being, 

Your  lordfhip's  moft  faithful 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
H  To 
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To  the  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  8,  1675. 

MR.  Harbord  going  over,  I  have  entrufted  him 
with  feveral  things  relating  to  this  country, 
to  be  communicated  to  your  lordfhip,  and  among 
other  matters,  there  are  two  which  feem  a  little  extraor- 
dinary, and  that  your  lordfhip  may  be  more  clearly 
informed  of  them.  I  have  ftated  the  feveral  cafes;  and 
fubfcribed  thefe  with  my  name :  the  one  is  a  concern  of 
my  lord  MafTereen's  for  the  payment  of  1000 1.  to 
fir  Samuel  Moreland,  which  money  I  am  fully  Satis- 
fied he  did  really  difburfe  upon  his  Majefty's  letter, 
and  tho'  it  be  hard  that  the  King  muft  pay  it  over 
again  out  of  his  own  money,  only  becaufe  the  per- 
fons  intrufted  with  the  revenue  here,  did  not  timely 
ftate  their  accounts  and  pafs  them  :  yet  fince  this  lord 
is  really  out  of  fo  much  money  by  his  Majefty's  com- 
mands, I  do  not  think  his  Majefty's  favour  intend^ 
ed  to  him,  mifapplied.  The  other  concerns  mr. 
Corker,  wherein  there  feems  to  be  a  very  foul  prac- 
tice to  defraud  his  Majefty,  and  this  with  the  con- 
currence of  a  perfon  of  considerable  quality ;  the  thing 
is  known  to  many  people  in  this  country  by  com- 
mon fame,  but  that  would  not  fatisfy  me,  and  there- 
fore 1  took  feveral  examinations  upon  oath,  copies 
whereof  are  herewith  tranfmitted  to  your  lordfhip. 
There  are  many,  other  letters  for  grants  and  other 
matters,  within  the  compafs  of  my  private  inftruc- 
tions,  which  mr.  Harbord  will  prefent  your  lordfhip 
with,  and  I  fhall  attend  your  lordfhip's  fenfe  upon 
them  before  I  proceed  further;  I  did  lately  fend  over 
to  mr.  fecretary  Coventry  a  copy  of  a  proclamation 
prepared  here,  for  the  raifing  the  value  of  fome  forts 
of  Portugal  money.    I  do  not   well  know  whether 

this 
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this  might  not  more  properly  come  to  your  lordfhip> 
in  regard  the  mint  and  all  belonging  to  it  is  under 
your  charge.  If  I  am  miftaken  in  the  addrefs,  it  was 
purely  inadvertency,  and  indeed  had  I  recollected  my- 
felf,  I  jhould  at  leaft  have  given  your  lordfhip  notice 
of  the  bufiriefs,  but  having  many  other  affairs  at  that 
time  to  difpatch,  it  was  clearly  out  of  ray  thoughts, 
befides  I  did  conceive  a  thing  of  this  nature  would 
of  courfe  have  been  communicated  to  the  council, 
where  it  would  have  been  known  to  all  the  privy 
counfellors. 

One  want  we  have  here*    which  if  not  fupplied, 
the  kingdom  cannot  remain  in  fecurity,  and  that  is 
powder,  the   flock   was  very  low  when  I  came  over, 
and  that  little  that  was,   perifhed  powder ;  and  fince 
my   arrival,   which   is  two   years   and  a  half,  I  have 
only  received  500  barrels.    The  ordinary  expence  for 
exercifing  the  army,    &c.  as  now  it   is,     amounts  to> 
290  barrels  yearly.     I  have  made  them  fpend  the  pe- 
rifhed powder  for  their  training,    and   preferved   the 
new  which  is  good.     I  muft   confefs  I  do    not  well 
know  where    to   find   money  for  this  occafion  :  but 
methinks    a  thing  of  fo  much  moment  as  this  mould 
not  be  fcrupled  at,  tho'  a  little  money  were  lent  out 
of  the  Englifh  revenue,  till    it  could   be  repaid  out 
of  the  Irifh,  for  doubtlefs  his  Majefly  will  not  think  it 
reafonable  to  run  a  hazard  of  this  kingdom  upon  any 
unfortunate  accident,   which  may  coll:  fome  hundred 
thoufands  of  pounds   to  recover  again,  only  for   the 
want  of  three  or  four  thoufand  pounds  worth  of  pow- 
der.    Mr.   Harbord    will  fhew   your  lordfhip  an   ab- 
{tract  at  what  low  ebb  the  ftores  are  ;  I  have  likewife 
writ   to  the  mafter  of  the  ordnance   upon    the  fame 
fubje£t,  and   indeed  I  cannot   but  be  a  little  earnefl 
H  2  in 
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in  a  thing  of  this  nature  where  there  is  a  pofllbility 
of  fo  mifchievous  a  confequence. 

I  am,  with  perfect  truth, 
Your  lordfhip's  moft  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

A  ftate  of  the  cafe  concerning  the  fum  of  1000 1. 
by  his  Majefty's  letters  of  the  17th  July  1674, 
ordered  to  be  allowed  the  earl  of  Orrery  and  lord 
MafTereen,  as  paid  by  them  by  virtue  of  former 
letters  from  his  Majefty  to  fir  Samuel  Moreland. 

BY  the  Declaration  and  act  of  Settlement,  the 
foldiers  were  to  pay  to  the  King  half  a  years 
value,  and  the  adventurers  a  years  value  of  their  lands, 
towards  the  relief  and  reparations  of  the  loiTes  of 
fuch  as  the  King  fhould  judge  to  have  acted  and 
fufFered   for  him. 

The  earl  of  Orrery,  and  the  late  lord  MafTereen 
were  made  receivers  of  this  money,  who  were  to  pay 
what  they   fhould   receive   to  the   vice   treafurer  by 
whom  the   fame  was   to  be   ifTued    out  to  fuch  per- 
fons  as  the  King  fhould  direct.     The  King  granted 
feveral   letters   for  .payment  of  divers  great  fums  of 
money  out  of  this   fund,   which  did  very   far  exceed 
the  money  that  came  in  thereupon,  and  among  others, 
by  his  letters   dated  the   23d  of  March  1664,  direct- 
ed  1000 1.     to    be    paid   out  thereof    to   fir  Samuel 
Moreland.     By  the  act  of  explanation   paffed  about 
October    1665,  this  years  value  and  half  years  value 
is  difcharged,  and  a  year's  rent  appointed   to  be  paid 
by  all   adventurers,  foldiers  and   others,    which  if  it 
fhould  fall   fhort  of  300000  1.    it  was  to  be  made  up 
fo  much  by  a  tax  upon  the  whole  kingdom,  of  which 

30000 1. 
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300000 1.  the  fum  patted  upon  the  former  fund  of 
the  years  value  and  half  years  value  were  to  be 
part. 

The  laft  ioooool.  of  this  300000 1.  is  by  the 
acl  ordered  to  be  hTued  to  fuch  perfons  as  his  Ma- 
jefty had  appointed  the  fame,  as  a  reward  of  their 
fervices  and  fufferings  ;  and  in  the  firft  place, 
towards  the  payment  of  the  fum  of  money  appoint- 
ed to  be  paid  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  or  fo  much 
thereof  as  was  in  arrear. 

What  was  paid  upon  any  letters  of  the  King  out 
of  the  firft  fund  of  the  year's  value  and  half  year's 
value  before  the  pafling  of  the  explanatory  acl  was 
regular,  but  after  the  explanatory  acl:  patted,  no  mo- 
ney could  be  regularly  paid  upon  the  King's  letters 
out  of  that  fund,  becaufe  what  remained  then  due 
upon  fuch  letters  from  the  King,  was  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  laft  ioooool.  whereof  about  52000 1.  having 
been  received,  and  iflued  out  upon  the  firft  acl,  there 
remained  48000  L  more  thereof  to  be  received,  out 
of  which  the  duke  of  Ormond  was  to  be  firft  paid 
what  was  due  to  him,  being  above  48000 1.  which 
he  hath  fince  afligned  to  the  King,  and  is  more  than 
all  that  will  come  in  of  that  laft  100000  1.  will  fatis- 
fy,  fo  that  there  was  no  room  left  for  any  of  thofe 
letters  from  the  King,  to  come  in  for  any  fhare  of 
that  money,  after  the  pafling  of  the  explanatory  acl. 
The  lord  Maflereen  produceth  acquittances  for  the 
faid  fum  of  1000 1.  by  his  Majefty's  faid  letters  of 
the  23d  of  March  1664,  ordered  to  be  paid  to  fir. 
Samuel  Moreland,  which  fum  hath  never  yet  been 
patted  upon  any  account  to  his  Majefty  ;  and  the 
earl  of  Orrery  and  the  lord  Maflereen  do  ftill  re- 
main chargeable  to  his  Majefty  for  the  fame. 
Whereupon  his  Majefty  by  his  letters  dated 
the  17th  of  July  1674  hath  ordered  me  to  examine 
H  3  whether 
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whether  the  faid  fum  was  really  and  actually  paid  to, 
fir  Samuel  Moreland  as  was  alledged,  and  in  cafe 
the  fame  fhould  appear  by  acquittances  to  be  pro- 
duced, then  to  give  orders  for  allowance  thereof,  and 
in  cafe  fuch  allowance  fhall  entitle  the  commiflion- 
crs  of  the  treafury  to  a  defalcation,  then  to  allow  the 
fame  to  them  upon  their  accounts,  hereupon  I  have 
examined  the  matter,  and  am  fatisfied  that  the  late 
lord  MaiTereen  really  paid  the  ioool.  mentioned  in 
the  King's  letter  to  fir  Samuel  Moreland,  but  when 
it  was  paid  doth  not  plainly  appear  j  and  tho'  fome 
acquittances  were  produced  for  feveral  Aims  part  of 
the  faid  1000J.  dated  in  1665  a  little  before  the 
pafling  the  explanatory  act,  yet  the  acquittance  for 
this  1000 1.  that  is  entered  in  the  auditor  general's 
office,  bears  date  the  20th  of  February  1666,  and 
the  fame  was  never  yet  pafled  in  any  account,  and 
I  do  not  fee  how  the  fame  can  now  be  regularly 
placed  upon  account  of  that  laft  ioooool.  which  by 
the  explanatory  act  was  otherwife  difpofed  of,  fo  that 
the  lord  MaiTereen  having  paid  this  money  without 
procuring  any  exchequer  acquittance  for  the  fame,  as 
he  might  and  ought  to  have  done  if  he  had  regu- 
larly paid  it ;  the  earl  of  Orrery  and  he  are  ftill, 
in  ftriclnefs  of  law,  chargeable  for  the  fame  to  the 
King,  and  this  1000 1.  is  legally  due  from  them  to 
the  lord  Ranalagh  and  his  partners  ;  but  if  the  King 
in  confideration  that  the  faid  money  was  really  and 
bona  fide  paid  to  fir  Samuel  Moreland  upon  his  Ma- 
jefty's  letter,  his  Majefty  fnall  be  pleafed  to  difcharge 
the  earl  of  Orrery  and  lord  MaiTereen  thereof,  then 
the  lord  Ranalagh  and  his  partners  are  to  have  a  de- 
falcation for  fo  much  from  his  Majefty,  and  the  faid 
goool.  is  not  to  be  placed  as  any  of  thofe  payments, 

towards 
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towards  fatisfa&ion  whereof  that  Jail  ioooool.  was 
defigned.  By  his  Majefty's  faid  letters  on  the  earl  of 
Orrery's  and  lord  MafTereen 's  behalf,  I  am  fuffici- 
ently  authorized  to  order  allowance  to  be  given  to 
them  of  this  money,  and  to  allow  my  lord  Ranelagh 
and  his  partners  defalcations  for  it,  which  I  fhall 
do,  unlefs  upon  view  of  this  ftate  of  the  cafe  fome 
direction  fhall  come  to  ths  contrary, 

ESSEX. 

A  ftate  of  the  cafe  concerning  fums  of  money,  by 
his  Majefty's  letters  of  the  27th  of  January  1674, 
ordered   to  be  allowed  to  fir  Richard  Bellingham. 

ST  R  Richard  Bellingham  having  by  his  petition 
informed  the  King,  that  his  father  fir  Daniel 
Bellingham  being  deputy  to  the  earl  of  Orrery  and 
lord  MafTereen,  who  are  receivers  of  the  year's  va- 
lue and  half  year's  value,  by  the  declaration  made 
payable  to  the  King  by  adventurers  and  foldiers  $  and 
being  alfo  at  the  fame  time  deputy  to  the  earl  of 
Anglefey,  (who  was  the  vice  treafurer  of  Ireland) 
he  the  faid  fir  Daniel  Bellingham,  as  deputy  to  the 
earl  of  Anglefey,  had  omitted  to  charge  himfelf 
with  feveral  fums  of  money  amounting  to  4208  1. 
15  s.  3d.  which  he  has,  as  deputy  to  the  earl  of 
Orrery  and  lord  MafTereen,  paid  into  the  treafury, 
for  want  whereof  the  earl  of  Orrery  and  lord  Maf- 
fereen  cannot  be  difcharged  of  thofe  fums  upon  their 
accounts,  altho'  fir  Daniel  Bellingham  had  paid  the 
fame  by  his  Majefty's  and  the  lord  lieutenant's  orders, 
in  manner   following  : 

To   the  counters  of  Portland    in   part  of  1000  1. 

by  his  Majefty's  letters  of  the  15th  of  February  1663, 

ordered  to  be   paid  to   her  out   of  the  year's   value 

H  4  payable 
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payable  by  adventurers  and  foldiers,  the  fum  of  two 
hundred  and  fixteen  pounds  fterl.  To  the  lord 
Shannon  in  part  of  ioool.  by  his  Majefty' s  letters 
of  the  ill:  of  March  1663  ;  ordered  to  be  paid  him 
out  of  the  fame  fund,  the  fum  of  22 1.  And  to  the 
earl  of  Orrery  and  lord  MafTereen  1220 1.  15s.  3d. 
upon  an  account  of  their  fees  of  6  d.  per  pound  due 
to  them  by  their  patent,  as  receivers  of  the  year's 
value,  (payable  to  them  by  warrant  of  the  then  lord 
lieutenant,  dated  the  20th  of  March  1662);  to  the  earl 
of  Rofcommon  in  part  of  350  1.  by  his  Majefty's  let- 
ters of  the  17th  of  March  1663,  ordered  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  fame  fund  the  fum  of  2750  1.  All  the  faid 
fums  amounting  to  the  faid  fum  of  4208  1.  15s.  3d. 
His  Majefty  thereupon  by  his  letters  bearing  dats 
the  27th  of  January  1674,  was  pleafed  to  order  me 
to  examine  the  faid  matter,  and  finding  the  faid  pay- 
ments to  have  been  made  in  manner  above  fpecified, 
to  caufe  allowance  to  be  made  thereof,  or  of  fo 
much  part  thereof,  as  fhall  appear  to  have  been 
fo  paid  and  difcharged  by  the  faid  fir  Daniel  Bel- 
lingham.  Whereupon  I  have  together  with  fome 
others  of  his  Majefty's  commimoners  of  accounts, 
by  examination  of  witnefTes  upon  oath,  and  by 
other  fuch  ways  as  I  could  beft  inform  myfelf,  in- 
quired into  the  ftate  of  that  matter,  and  do  find  : 
That  his  Majefty  by  his  letters  patent  under  the 
great  feal  of  England,  bearing  date  the  ift  of  Octo- 
ber 1662,  did  appoint  the  earl  of  Orrery,  and  the 
late  lord  vifcount  MafTereen  to  be  receivers  of  the 
year's  value  and  half  year's  value,  that  by  the  Decla- 
ration was  payable  by  adventurers  and  foldiers  to 
his  Majefty,  who  were  to  pay  over  all  fuch  monies 
as  they  fhould  receive,  to  his  Majefty's  vice  trea- 
furer  of  this  kingdom,  and  were  to  have  for  their 
^ains  6  d,  per  pound  out  q£  all  monies  that  they  or 

their 
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their  agents  fhould  receive  and  pay  over  to  the  vice 
treafurer. 

The  earl  of  Orrery  and  lord  MafTereen  appointed 
Sir  Daniel  Bellingham  to  be  their  deputy  in  the  faid 
office,  who  was  alfo  at  the  fame  time  deputy  to  the 
earl  of  Anglefey  in  the  vice  treafurer's  office.  By 
the  explanatory  act  pafled  there  about  October  1665, 
this  fund  of  the  year's  value  was  wholly  difcharged, 
and  a  year's  lent  made  payable  by  adventurers  and 
foldiers,  which  was  to  amount  to  300000  1.  or  to  be 
made  up  fo  much  by  a  general  tax  upon  the  whole 
kingdom,  whereof  the  monies  received  by  the  earl 
of  Orrery  and  the  lord'  MafTereen  out  of  the  year's 
value  and  half  year's  value,  payable  by  the  declara- 
tion, was  to  be  reckoned  to  be  part,  and  other  receivers 
were  by  the  explanatory  act  appointed  to  the  care  of 
what  fhould  be  raifed  thereupon,  and  the  ufes  are 
particularly  mentioned  in  the  faid  act  whereunto  the 
faid  money  was  to  be  applied,  fo  that  after  the 
palling  of  the  explanatory  act,  no  monies  received 
upon  the  faid  former  year's  value  and  half  year's  va- 
lue, could  be  regularly  paid  to  the  former  ufes, 
whereunto  the  firft  year's  value  and  half  year's  va- 
lue were  appointed,  but  only  in  fuch  manner  as 
by  the  explanatory  act  is  directed.  The  earl  of  Or- 
rery and  lord  MafTereen  do  now-  ftand  charged  to 
the  King,  with  the  above  mem ioned  fum  of  4208  I. 
15s.  3d.  or  thereabouts,  as  received  by  them  out 
of  the  faid  year's  value  and  half  year's  value,  whilft 
they  continued  receivers  thereof,  over  and  above 
what  they  paid  into  the  treafury,  from  which  charge 
fir  Daniel  Bellingham  being  their  deputy,  was  bound 
by  recognizance  to  fave  them  harmlefs,  which  he 
endeavoured  to  do  by  getting  thofe  fums  above 
mentioned  which  he  pretends  to  have  been  paid  by 
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allowed  in  difcharge  of  the  faid  debt  due  to  the  King; 
but  I  do  not  find  that  any  of  the  fums  mentioned  in 
his  Majefty's  faid  letter  have  been  yet  pafled  in  any  ac- 
count to  his  Majefty. 

And  as  to  the  faid  fum  of  1220 1.  15s.  3d.  pre- 
tended to  have  been  paid  by  the  faid  fir  Daniel  Bel- 
lingham  to  the  earl  of  Orrery  and  lord  MafTereen 
for  their  fees,  I  find  that  the  fees  due  for  all  the  mo- 
ney received  upon  that  fund  of  the  year's  value  and 
half  year's  value,  whilft  they  continued  receivers 
thereof,  did  amount  to  about  that  fum  of  1220 1. 
15s.  3d.  and  the  duke  of  Ormond,  then  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  this  kingdom,  by  his  warrant  dated  the 
20th  of  March  1662,  did  order  the  vice-treafurer  to 
allow  and  pay  to  the  earl  of  Orrery  and  lord  MafTe- 
reen their  fees  of  6d.  per  pound,  out  of  all  monies 
that  mould  be  paid  into  the  treafury  by  them  ;  upon 
which  warrant  the  lord  MafTereen  that  now  is,  gave 
an  acquittance,  without  date,  endorfed  on  the  faid 
warrant,  acknowledging  to  have  received  thereupon 
the  faid  fum  of  1220I.  15  s.  3d.-  for  the  earl  of  Or- 
rery and  himfelf,  in  right  of  the  late  lord  MafTereen, 
as  by  the  faid  warrant  and  acquittance  produced  be- 
fore me  doth  appear.  And  as  to  the  fum  of  216 1. 
pretended  to  have  been  paid  to  the  countefs  of  Port- 
land, I  find  that  his  Majefty,  by  his  letters  bearing 
date  the  5th  of  February  1663,  did  grant  to  the  faid 
countefs  the  fum  of  4740 1.  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
faid  year's  value  and  half  year's  value,  and  did  direct 
the  earl  of  Anglefey,  then  vice-treafurer,  to  make 
payment  thereof ;  and  it  appears  by  certificate  figned 
by  fir  Robert  Viner,  now  lord  mayor  of  London,  and 
attefted  by  a  publick  notary,  and  bearing  date  the 
1 6th  of  March  1673,  that  he  paid  to  the  faid  coun- 
ted, upon  the  account  of  fir  Daniel  Bellingham,  in 

the 
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the  year  1663,  the  fum  of  216 1.  and  likewife  by  af- 
fidavit of  mr.  Edward  Corker,  that  the  faid  fum  was 
allowed  upon  account  by  fir  Daniel  Bellingham  to  fir 
Robert  Vyner,  as  paid  in  the  year  1663.  Both  thefe 
fums  above  mentioned,  feem  to  have  been  paid  before 
the  paffing  of  the  explanatory  act,  and  fo  were  regu- 
larly paid,  and  ought  to  have  been  allowed  to  fir 
Daniel  Bellingham,  in  cafe  the  faid  warrants  and  ac- 
quittances had  been  in  due  time  produced  by  him*, 
upon  paffing  his  accounts,  which  by  his  carelefsnefs 
(as  is  pretended)  was  then  omitted  ;  and  it  may,  as 
I  conceive,  be  reafonable  now  to  allow  the  faid  fums 
unto  him,  in  cafe  his  Majefty  (hall  not  think  fit  to 
take  advantage  of  that  omiffion,  And  in  fuch  cafe 
the  lord  Ranelagh,  &c.  ought  to  have  a  defalcation 
for  the  fame,  in  regard  the  faid  fums  were  really  due 
to  his  Majefty,  at  the  time  of  their  making  their  con- 
tract with  his  Majefty  ;  and  the  faid  fir  Daniel  Bel- 
lingham cannot  any  otherwife  than  by  his  Majefty's 
favour  be  discharged  thereof.  And  as  to  the  fum  of 
22I .  pretended  to  have  been  paid  to  my  lord  Shan- 
non, I  find  that  his  Majefty,  by  his  letters  bearing 
date  the  loth  of  January  1662,  did  grant  to  the  faid 
lord  Shannon  the  fum  of  ioool.  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  faid  year's  value  and  half  year's  value  j  and  it 
appears  by  his  lordfhip's  acquittance,  bearing  date  the 
Iith  of  December  1667,  and  by  his  letter  to  the 
commiifioners  of  accounts,  that  the  faid  fir  Daniel 
Bellingham  did  pay  unto  him  the  faid  fum  of  22 1.  in 
part  of  the  faid  warrant  for  ioool.  And  altho'  I  am 
apt  to  believe  the  faid  22 1.  was  really  paid,  yet  the 
faid  money  being  paid  after  the  paifing  of  the  expla- 
natory act,  when  the  fund  out  of  which  the  fame  was 
appointed  to  be  paid,  was  discharged,  the  faid  fir  Da- 
niel Bellingham  had  no  warrant  then  for  payment 

thereof  3 
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thereof ;  neither  ought  the  faid  fum  to  have  been 
allowed  to  the  faid  fir  Daniel  Bellingham  upon  any 
of  his  accounts,  in  cafe  the  fame  upon  paffing  thereof 
had  been  produced. 

And  as  to  the  fum  of  2750 1.  pretended  to  have 
been  paid  to  the  earl  of  Rofcommon,  I  find  that  his 
Majefty,  by  his  letters  bearing  date  the  6th  of  June 
1662,  did  grant  to  the  faid  earl  of  Rofcommon 
the  fum  of  5000 1.  to  be  paid  to  him  out  of  the  year's 
value  and  half  year's  value,  whereof  the  faid  earl 
received  the  fum  of  1250 1.  which  was  paffed  upon 
the  earl  of  Anglefey's  accounts  ;  and  afterwards  his 
Majefty,  by  his  other  letters,  bearing  date  the  17th 
of  March  1663,  did  order  the  remaining  fum  of 
3750 1.  to  be  paid  to  the  faid  earl  out  of  the  year's 
value  and  half  year's  value,  on  the  margin  of  which 
letter  there  is  a  receipt  under  the  faid  earl's  hand, 
without  any  date,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  2750I. 
upon  account  of  that  letter  :  but  I  being  doubtful 
whether  the  faid  fum  was  really  paid,  I  examined  fe- 
veral  witneffes  upon  oath  concerning  the  payment 
thereof,  and  among  others,  one  William  Howes, 
agent  to  the  faid  earl  of  Rofcommon's  troop,  who  de- 
clared, that  about  the  year  1670  or  167 1,  he  did  treat 
with  the  faid  fir  Daniel  Bellingham  deceafed,  con- 
cerning the  balance  of  an  account  which  was  then 
depending  between  the  earl  of  Rofcommon  and  fir 
Daniel  Bellingham,  whereupon  he  believed  the  faid 
earl  was  then  indebted  to  the  faid  fir  Daniel  Bel» 
lingham  in  the  fum  of  four  hundred  or  five  hundred 
pounds  5  and  that  the  faid  fir  Daniel  Bellingham  did 
then  propofe  and  offer  to  the  faid  William  Howes, 
(fuppofing  him  to  be  intruded  with  the  management 
of  the  earl's  concerns)  to  pay  unto  the  faid  earl  of 
Rofcommon  the  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds  in  mo- 
ney, 
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ney,  and  to   difcharge  the  faid   former  account,    in 
full  fatisfaclion  and   payment  of  what  was  owing  to 
the  faid  earl  by  virtue  of  his  Majefty's  faid  letter  for 
3750I.    And  that  in  1672  the  faid  fir  Daniel  Belling- 
ham  did  further  propofe  and  offer  unto  the  faid  Wil- 
liam Howes,  about  the  time  of  the  faid  earl's  going 
into  France,   to  give  and   pay  to  him  for  the  ufe  of 
the  faid  earl,  the  fum  of  500 1.  and  likewife  to  clear 
and  difcharge  the  faid  earl  of  all  former  accounts,  fa 
as   the  faid  earl  would  aflign  over  to  him  the  benefit 
of  his   Majefty's    grant  ;   with  which    offer   the  faid 
William  Howes  acquainted  the  faid  earl,   who  then 
refufed  to  accept  thereof :  and  that  he  believes  that 
fince  that  time  the  faid  earl  hath  made  fome  contract 
or  bargain  for  the  fame  with  fir  Richard  Bellingham,, 
fon  and  heir  of  the  faid  fir  Daniel  Bellingham  ;    and 
believes  alfo  it  was   in  and  for  the  confideration  of 
the  fum  of  500 1.  in  regard  the  faid  e^arl   told  him, 
the   faid  William  Howes,  that  the  faid   fir  Richard 
Bellingham  was  indebted  to  him  the  fum  of  500  L 
and  that  as  foon  as  he  mould  receive  the  fame,  the 
faid  William  Howes  mould  have  100 1.   in  part  fatif- 
fa&ion  of  what  was  owing  to  him  for  his  falary,   slfA 
that  the  other  400 1.  was  defigned  to  be  paid  to  mr. 
Thomas  Hackett  of  Dublin,  merchant,  to  difcharge 
a  mortgage  upon  the  faid  earl's  eftate,  owing   to  one 
lieutenant  Wade. 

And  the  faid  Thomas  Hackett  being  alfo  examined 
upon  oath,  declared,  that  the  earl  of  Rofcommon 
being  in  Dublin  about  a  year  fince,  and  difcourfing 
with  him  the  faid  Thomas  Hackett  concerning  a 
mortgage  one  lieutenant  Wade  had  upon  part  of  the 
faid  earl's  eftate,  told  him,  the  faid  Thomas  Hackett, 
that  he  had  given  order  and  direction  for  the  clearing 
of  it  by  mr,  Edward  Corker.     And  the  faid  Edward 

Corker, 
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Corker,  who  is  brother  in  law  and  agent  to  the  faid 
fir  Richard  Bellingham,  being  alfo  examined  upon 
oath,  declared,  that  he  hath  heard  that  the  faid  earl 
of  Rofcommon  did  expect  to  have  received  400  1.  of 
fir  Richard  Bellingham,  and  that  the  fame  was  to 
have  been  paid  to  mr.  Thomas  Hackett  ;  but  that  he 
the  faid  Edward  Corker  never  made  any  fuch  con- 
tract or  bargain  with  the  faid  earl,  neither  was  the 
faid  400 1.  overpaid,  but  that  the  original  letter  for 
payment  of  3750I.  to  the  faid  earl,  was  found  among 
fir  Daniel's  Bellingham's  papers  at  the  time  of  his 
death  i 

And  orte  mr.  Jeremy  Hall  being  alfo  examined 
upon  oath,  declared,  that  about  a  year  and  half  or 
two  years  fince,  difcourfing  with  William  Howes 
about  the  faid  3750 1.  payment  to  the  faid  earl  of 
Rofcommon,  he  told  the  faid  William  Howes,  that 
he  heard  the*faid  William  Howes,  or  the  faid  earl, 
had  made  art  agreement  about  the  faid  warrant ;  to 
which  the  faid  William  Howes  anfwered,  yes  ;  and 
that  he  thought  it  was  a  good  agreement,  for  that 
500 1.  was  better  than  nothing.  And  he  alfo,  about 
five  or  fix  months  fince,  "afking  mr.  Thomas  Hackett 
whether  the  four  hundred  pounds,  owing  by  the  faid 
earl  to  lieutenant  Wade,  was  paid  ?  he  anfwered, 
No  ;  but  that  mr.  Corker  was  to  pay  my  lord  Rof- 
common 500 1.  out  of  which  lieutenant  Wade  was 
to  have  400 1.  and  mr.  Howes  was  to  have  the  other 
iool. 

And  Thomas  Taylor,  comptroller  of  the  treafury 
under  the  lord  Ranelagh,  &c.  being  alfo  examined 
concerning  the  faid  matter,  declared,  that  in  the  year 
1669  he  was  deputy-receiver  to  fir  George  Cotterell, 
then  vice-treafurer  of  Ireland,  and  that  he  remem- 
bers to  have  feen  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  his  Majefty 

for 


ARTHUR,  EARL  OF  ESSEX.      127 

for  the  payment  of  a  certain  fum  of  money  to  the 
earl  of  Rofcommon,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  half 
year's  value  ;  and  that  the  payment  thereof  being 
propofed  unto  him  the  faid  Thomas  Taylor,  he  re- 
fufed  to  make  good  the  fame,  without  a  particular 
direction  for  that  purpofe  from  the  faid  fir  George 
Cotterell,    there  being  no  fund  for  the  fame. 

Upon  all  which,  I  am  not  fatisfied  that  the  faid 
2750 1.  was  ever  really  paid  to  the  faid  earl  of  Rof- 
common ;  and  that  if  the  fame  had  been  paid,  yet  it 
was  paid  many  years  after  pafling  the  explanatory  a£t9 
when  the  fund  out  of  which  it  was  appointed  to  be 
paid  was  difcbarged  :  and  the  faid  fir  Daniel  Belling- 
ham  had  no  legal  warrant  for  the  payment  thereof  to 
the  faid  earl,  nor  can  reafonably  be  thought  to  have 
ventured  the  payment  of  fo  great  a  fum,  without  any 
warrant  or  authority  to  juftify  the  payment  thereof. 

ESSEX, 


To  Sir  Thomas  Chichley. 

Sir,  Dublin  Cattle,  April  8,    1675. 

I  Had  fooner  returned  an  anfwer  to  yours  of  the 
28th  of  January,  which  came  to  my  hands  the 
27th  of  February,  had  not  the  journey  of  my  fecre- 
tary  mr.  Harbord  been  fo  near,  as  to  give  me  the  con- 
veniency  of  fending  it  by  him,  who  may  arfo  clear 
fome  things  by  difcourfe,  in  cafe  the  remarks  I  have 
put  in  the  margin  to  each  particular  in  the  paper,  be 
not  fufficiently  explained  The  expence  will  be  con- 
siderable to  repair  or  new  build  the  feveral  ftore-houfes 
in  each  garrifon,  they  being,  as  you  obferve,  all  of 
them    fo   abfolutely   ruinous  j  befides,    the   conftanf 

charge 
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charge  which  is  necefTary  to  be  fpent  within  this 
office,  viz.  five  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  is,  I 
fear,  more  than  we  fhall  get  upon  the  new  eftablilh- 
naent.  Tho',  for  my  own  part,  I  think  no  money 
better  laid  out  than  this,  yet  I  make  no  queftion  when 
we  have  a  parliament  here,  which  I  hope  may  be 
within  fome  reafonable  time,  we  fhall  then  have  a 
fupply  for  fo  neceflary  a  work.  I  muft  further  tell 
you,  that  there  is  not  one  company  of  foot  in  the 
whole  army,  armed  as  they  ought,  fo  as  indeed  of 
necefTity  they  muft  be  all  new  armed  throughout  ;  but 
that  which  we  moft  want,  and  indeed  cannot  be  with- 
out, is  fome  provifion  of  powder,  for  our  ftores  are 
now  exceeding  low. 

Of  thefe  particulars  mr.  Harbord  will  difcourfe 
with  you  at  large  ;  therefore  I  {hall  fay  no  more  at 
prefent,  but  remain  with  perfect  truth, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervanr, 

ESSEX. 


Right  Honourable, 

ACcording  to  your  honours  orders  and  direc- 
tions, concerning  the  ftores  and  ammunition 
remaining  in  Ireland,  and  what  is  moft  fit  to  be  done 
therein.  I  have  examined  the  remainder  taken  by  my 
fon  and  Mr.  Robinfon  this  laft  fummer,  and  having 
difcourfed  the  whole  affair  with  them,  I  do  humbly 
certify  that  the  want  is  very  great  of  all  manner  of 
ftores,  efpecially  of  a  good  marching  train  of  artillery, 
which  an  eftablifhed  army  cannot  be  without  ;  and 
there  will  be  a  great  quantity  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion wanting  in  the  publick  ftores  and  in  the  fettled 
garifons,  which  his  Majefty  no  doubt  will  caufe  to  be 

fupplied 
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plied  for  the  fafety  of  that  kingdom,  as  faft  as  his 
revenue  will  admit.  But  before  your  honour  can 
prefent  any  certainty  thereof  to  his  Majefty,  or  thofe 
proportions  or  eftimates  can  be  made  (according  as 
your  honour  has  refolved)  you  will  pleafe  to  acquaint 
his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  re- 
ceive his  judgment  and  opinion  both  as  to  the  gene- 
ral fupply  of  ftores  to  the  publick  magazines  and  gar- 
rifons, as  alfo  to  the  particular  annual  repairs,  and 
fupplies  and  maintenance  of  the  officers  and  under- 
officers  of  the  ordnance,  which,  if  your  honour 
pleafeth,  may  be  comprized  under  thefe  heads. 

I.  The  places  which  are  to  be  fupplied  with 
magazines  of  war,  and  the  building  and  repairing 
ftore-houfes  there. 

II.  The  quantity  of  guns  and  ammunition  fit  to 
be  laid  up  in  fuch  places. 

III.  The  ftores  for  the  feveral  garrifons,  and 
what  thofe  garrifons  muft  be,  and  how  many. 

IV.  The  yearly  fupply  of  powder,  arms  and 
match,  and  how  the  fame  may  beft  be  done,  and 
where,  and  how  to  be  managed,  fo  that  the  chief  of 
the  government  of  Ireland  may  know  what  is  im- 
ported or  exported. 

V.  The  annual  charge  for  repair  of  ftore-houfes, 
garrifons,  platforms,  cleanfing  of  arms,  &c. 

VI.  And  laftly,  the  charge  of  the  officers  and 
under-officers  of  the  artillery,  and  the  payments  of 
the  money  for  the  whole  expence. 

I  To 
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Refolutions  on  the  foregoing  heads. 

To  the  firft.  Londonderry  is  a  much  fitter  place 
for  the  ftore  of  the  province  of  Ulfter  than  Knock- 
fergus. 

It  were  alfo  convenient  there  were  one  ftore-houfe 
more  at  Athlone,  it  being  the  center  of  the  kingdom, 
and  of 'all  others  the  moft  proper  place  to  keep  a 
ftrong  body  of  men  cqnftantly  together. 

To  the  fecond.  It  is  conceived,  that  one  marching 
train  of  artillery  may  be  fufficient,  and  that  to  be  at 
Dublin,  confifting  of  twenty  brafs  guns,  &c.  as  is 
here  propofea1  ;  which  number  of  guns  may  be  e~ 
nough,  in  regard  the  people  of  this  country  are  not 
fo  well  fkilled  in  affairs  of  war  as  in  other  places  ; 
and  by  experience  of  the  laft  war  it  was  found  that 
a  few  field-pieces  feemed  very  terrible  to  them,  fo  as 
the  expence  of  the  other  marching  trains  may  be 
fpared. 

It's  very  convenient,  and  indeed  neceffary,  that 
there  were  always  a  ftore  of  ioooo  arms  at  Dublin, 
and  at  Limerick,  Galway,  and  Londonderry  1500 
each,  as  alfo  2000  arms  at  Athlone. 

To  the  {hird.  Twenty  guns  feems  too  many  for 
Carrickfergus,  the  place  being  much  lefs  confiderable 
than  is  imagined  in  England  j  ten  may  be  a  compe- 
tent number.  Cork  is  omitted,  which  being  the  fecond 
city  of  Ireland,  and  a  port  town,  it  were  convenient 
there  were  alfo  ten  or  fifteen  guns  mounted.  It  may 
likewife  be  obferved  by  the  map,  that  there  is  too 
great  a  tra£t  of  land  in  the  north-weft  of  Ireland 
Jeft  unprovided  of  any  Handing  garrifon^  it  being  fix 

fcore 
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fcore  Englifh  miles  between  Gal  way  and  Londonderry  ; 
and  tho'  there  were  many  little  forts  built  in  that 
country  by  the  Englifh,  it  being  very  much  of  it  a 
wild  and  boggy  part,  and  inhabited  by  the  mofr.  un- 
civilized Irifh,  which  forts,  in  time  of  trouble,  are 
liable  to  furprize  5  it  may  therefore  be  neceflary  for 
his  Majefty's  fervice,  to  flight  them  all,  eftaolifh. 
one  ftrong  garrifon  in  that  country,  for  which  pur- 
pofe  Sligo  is  conceived  the  moft  convenient  place, 
where  there  are  already  feveral  guns.  If  it  be  con- 
ceived too  expenfive  to  have  fo  many  guns  mounted 
here  (provided  there  be  the  marching  train  in  Dub- 
lin) they  may  beft  be  fpared  in  the  towns  following. 
Dublin  will  need  no  more  than  eight  or  ten  for  firing 
upon  folemnities  or  feftival  days.  Drogheda  needs 
none  but  two  or  three  for  the  like  occafion.  Kil- 
kenny the  fame.  Cork  the  like  :  but  in  all  the  other 
places,  as  Waterford,  Duncannon  and  PafTage,  Kin- 
fale  and  Rincorian,  Limerick,  Galway,  Athlone, 
Londonderry,  Culmore,  Carrickfergus,  Charlemount 
and  Sligo,  they  are  abfolutely  neceflary. 

To  the  fourth.  See  the  eftimate  of  the  proportions 
of  powder,  match,  and  ball,  as  are  allowed  to  the 
prefent  army,  which  is  fomething  too  narrow  a  pro- 
portion. Match,  cannon  bullet,  and  leaden  bullet, 
as  alfo  pikes,  may  ?be  cheaper  had  in  Ireland  than 
from  England.  The  law  already  here  is,  that  no 
powder  or  arms  be  permitted  to  be  landed  or  fold  in 
Ireland  but  by  the  lord  lieutenants  licence.  Some 
rules  may  be  agreed  upon  with  the  mafter  of  the  ord-» 
nance  for  the  execution  of  this. 

To  the  fifth.  That  there  ought  to  be  another 
fbre-houfs  built  in  Dublin  is  moft  necefTary,  as  alio, 

I  1  that 
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that  there  were  a  better  powder-houfe,  but  then  it 
were  convenient  that  thofe  flood  within  fome  fort  or 
place  that  were  defenfible  ;  it  being  a  fhame  to  fee 
the  (lores  of  a  kingdom  fo  liable   to  furprize  as  they 
are   and  have  always  been.     If  his    Majefly    fhould 
think  fit  to  proceed  in   the  defign  of  building  a  fort- 
yoyal  on  the  ftrand  near  Ringfend,  as  was  dcfigned  by 
P.   Bernard   de  Goine,    'tis  doubtlefs   the  only  pro- 
per piece  of  ground  where  a  fort  can  be  built,   fo  as 
to  be  relieved  by  fea  ;   but  it  is  conceived,  that   for 
a  ftore  of  arms  the  fea  air  will   be  very  prejudicial  : 
therefore    it    is  offered    to   confideration,  whether    a 
lefTer  fort  may  not  be  built  upon  fome  advantageous 
place   on  the  land,   purpoftly  to  fecure  the  flores  and 
powder  ;    in   the  mean  time,    that  a   flore-houfe   be 
built  on  the  ground   in   the  Caflle  where  the  former 
jlore-houfe   flood  in  the   lord    Berkley's  time  ;    and 
that  the  new  powder-houfe  be  fenced  with  a  good 
wall  of  convenient  height,   with  fome   flankers,    as 
well  as  the  place  will  bear  ;   that  three  or  four  files 
of  men  may  conflantly  lodge  within  to  keep  it  from 
furprize. 

Anfwer  to  the  Refolutions. 

I.  As  to  the  firft,  your  honour  has  formerly  re- 
ceived, that  there  fhould  be  four  places  only  for 
lodging  the  trains  of  artillery  and  flores  of  war  for 
the  four  provinces,  viz,  Dublin,  Limerick,  Galway, 
and  Knockfergus,  or  at  fuch  places,  as  inflead  of  any 
of  thofej  as  his  excellency  and  council  in  Ireland 
ftiall  think  mod  fit,  as  at  Londonderry  inflead  of 
Knockfergus  ;  tho'  the  latter  will  be  more  conve- 
nient for  his  Majefly 's  Shipping  to  come  to,  and  to 
fee  fupplied  with  more  fpeed  it  need  fhould  require. 

II,  That 
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II.  That  at  Dublin  there  be  a  train  of  artillery  $ 
mounted  and  fit  for  fervice,  of  twenty  brafs  guns, 
viz.  ten  for  battery,  and  ten  for  the  field,  four 
mortar-pieces,  and  two  petards,  ten  thoufand  arms, 
and  all  other  provifions  of  war  anfwerabie  to  fuch  a 
train. 

III.  At  Limerick,  Galway,  and  Knockfergus  (or  at 
any  fuch  other  place  as  fhall  be  thought  moft  convex 
nient,  inftead  of  any  of  thofe)  there  be  at  each  a 
marching  train  of  ten  brafs  guns  (whereof  four  for 
battery,  and  fix  for  the  field)  two  mortar-pieces,  and 
two  petards,  with  fifteen  hundred  arms  and  other 
provifions  anfwerabie  to  fuch  a  train  ;  fo  that  in  all 
there  may  be  fifty  brafs  pieces  ready  for  fervice,  and 
may  be  had  either  already  caft  in  Ireland,  or  by  new 
cafting  if  need  be.  There  are  remaining  thirty- 
three  places  where  fome  ftores  no  ware,  arid  formerly 
have  been  garrifons  ;  but  your  honour  will  not  think 
it  is  fit  to  maintain  all  thofe,  but  will  defire  his  Ex- 
cellency and  council's  opinion  what  are  to  be  flighted, 
and  what  kept.  The  moft  confiderable  places  your 
honour  has  had  reported  to  you,  and  here  is  pro- 
pofed  the  names  of  places,  and  what  great  guns  each, 
place  might  have  mounted,  which  his  Excellency 
nrify  alter  as  he  pleafeth,  viz.  At  Dublin  twenty- 
guns  to  be  mounted  on  (landing  Or  (hip  carriages  ; 
at  Drogheda  ten,  at  Kilkenny  ten,  at  Duncannon 
and  PafTage  fifteen  (whereof  ten  culverirt,  or  bigger 
guns,  to  be  fent  from  London)  at  Kinfale  fifteen, 
Rincorian  thirty,  Limerick  fifteen,  Galway  thirty, 
Athlone  ten,  Londonderry  and  Culmore  twenty* 
Carrickfergus  twenty,  Charlemount  ten,  ffl  all  two 
•hundred  and  nineteen  guns,  which  may  moft  be  had 
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in   Ireland,    but   the  carriages   moftly   and   gunners 
ftores  will  be  wanting. 

By  thefe  guns  (with  your  Excellency  and  your  ho- 
nour's approbation,  after  his  Majefty's  pleafure  de- 
clared) there  mull:  be  proportions  and  eftimates  drawn 
and  made  accordingly,  to  fuch  number  of  guns  as 
mall  be  agreed  on  (having  refpe£t  to  the  ftores  already 
in  being)  and  the  chief  gunners  at  each  place  muft 
indent  for  the  fame. 

IV.  There  will  require  a  yearly  fupply  of  pow- 
der and  match  for  the  army  and  garrifons,  and  for 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Ireland  for  his  Majefty's  fer- 
vice,  in  lieu  of  what  fhall  be  fpent,  and  what  mail 
decay.  It  would  be  very  convenient  that  there  fhould 
be  a  ftore-houfe  and  places  thereto  belonging  built 
near  Dublin,  eife  the  decayed  powder  muft  be  fent 
into  England  and  changed,  which  the  former  Would 
prevent.  And  to  the  end  that  his  Excellency  and 
future  governors  of  Ireland  fhould  always  know  what 
powder  or  arms  there  are  received  in  or  difpofed  of 
to  the  fubjects  in  Ireland,  or  otherwife,  your  honour 
will  pleafe  to  propofe  to  his  Excellency,  that  no  pow- 
der or  arms  fhall  be  fold  in  Ireland,  but  fuch  as  fhall 
come  from  England  (or  arms  made  in  Ireland)  which 
ihall  be  imported  at  no  other  places  than  Dublin, 
K.nockfergus,  Londonderry,  Galway,  Limerick, 
Kinfale,  Cork  and  Waterford  ;  and  that  his  Excel- 
lency fhall  be  informed  at  all  times  of  the  landing 
of  the  fame,  by  the  officers  of  the  ordnance  in  Ire- 
land, and  not  to  be  fold  but  by  his  Excellency's 
order ;  with  other  rules  to  the  cuftom  and  officers  of 
the  ordnance,  as  his  Excellency  and  your  honour 
fhall  agree  on. 

V.  Con- 
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V.  Concerning  the  annual  charges  of  repairs  of 
ftore-houfes;  garrifons,  platforms,  cleaning  of  arms, 
carriages,  &c.  it  cannot  be  afcertained  till  fuch  time 
as  it  be  refolved  what  places  and  garrifons  will  be 
pitched  on  by  his  Excellency  and  your  honour.  The 
great  ftore-houfe  of  Dublin  no  doubt  muft  be  new 
built,  and  the  powder-houfe  repaired  ;  and  unlefs 
there  be  good  care  and  annual  repairs  made  to  all  the 
Teft  of  the  ftore-houfes  and  garrifons,  all  the  provi- 
fions  aforefaid  will  be  loft  and  ruined  ;  and  this  hav-± 
ing  been  utterly  neglected  formerly,  is  the  only  caufe 
that  there  are  fuch  great  wants  at  tkis  time*  There 
will  require  500  barrels  of  powder  each  year  to  be 
fent  into  Ireland  for  the  expence  of  the  army  and 
garrifons  ;  fo  that  I  judge  5000 1.  per  annum,  will 
be  the  leaft  fum  that  can  be  required  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes. 

VI.  Concerning  the  eftablifhment  and  prefent  fa- 
laries  of  the  officers  of  the  ordnance  and  gunners,  it 
is  true,  before  my  lord  of  EfTex  went  into  Ireland, 
your  honour  drew  up  fuch  propofals  as  you  thought 
fit  to  prefent  to  his  Majefty,  and  did  reduce  the  fa- 
laries  from  2177 1.  to  near  upon  1500I.  per  annum, 
but  fo  that  the  overplus,  viz.  677 1.  per  annum, 
fhould  have  been  left  free  for  encouraging  thofe  that 
did  well,  paying  travelling  charges,  and  to  have  been 
employed  in  repairs  of  arms,  &c.  but  my  lord  Rane- 
lagh  finding  thofe  papers  in  fir  James  Shaen's  hands, 
reduced  the  falaries  without  any  fuch  confideration. 
And  as  for  the  money,  whatfoever  it  fhall  be,  your  ho- 
nour has  declared,  that  if  you  may,  you  will  have  it  in 
fome  good  hands  depoiited  as  it  fhall  come  due,  leady 
to  be  paid  to  fuch  ufes  as  defigned  :  and  that  therefore 
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there  may  be  a  treafurer  and  paymafter  for  that  fer- 
vice  only,  to  receive  and  pay  the  monies  according  to 
orders,  and  for  his  pains  and  care  to  take  3d.  in  the 
pound  at  the  moft,  which  your  honour  will  leave  to 
his  Excellency's  approbation  :  and  I  believe  fuch  a 
man  may  be  had. 

Thefe  being  the  chief  parts  to  be  confidered  of, 
and  wherein  your  honour  will  defire  his  Excellency's 
judgment,  and  thereupon  come  to  a  refolution,  it 
will  follow  then,  that  your  honour  will  propofe  fuch 
rules  and  orders  to  his  Majefty,  to  be  by  him  con- 
firmed and  eftabliftied,  as  may  not  only  as  well  afcer- 
tain  the  prefent  eftablifhment  for  falaries  (your  ho- 
nour having  declared  not  to  exceed  the  prefent  1500 1. 
j>er  annum)  as  the  future  government  of  the  officers 
and  members  of  the  ordnance  :  all  which  I  fubmit  tQ 
your  honour's  pleafure,  ever  being 

Your  honour's 

moft  obedient  fervant, 


Jonas  Moorjj, 


Ajb 
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An  Estimate  of  one  year's  expence  of  pow- 
der, match,  and  ball,  out  of  the  feveral  ftores  in 
Ireland  to  the  army,  according  to  the  number  of 
troops  and  companies,  and  other  accidental  occa-- 
lions.     Anno  1674, 


To  the  life  guard  of  horfe 

To  24  Troops 

To  the  royal  regiment  — 

To  74  companies  of  foot  - 

To  the  gunners  at  Dublin, 

for  firing  the  great  guns 

on    the    23d    of   April, 

29th  of  May,    and   230 

of  Odober     — 

The  great  guns  are  ufually 
fired  at  the  arrival  of  the 
chief  governor  at  the 
death  of  any  general  of- 
ficer, at  feftival  days  in 
divers  garrifons  round 
the  kingdom,  firing  at 
fliips  not  finking  at 
fcrts,  and  faluting  of 
frigates,  &c.  alfo  for 
extraordinary  fervice, 
fuch  as  tories  a- 
larms,  &c.  all  which 
is  eftimated  at  per  an- 
num 


Total  of  one  year's  expense 


Barrels  of 
Powder. 

Bundles 
Match. 

Barre/s  of 
Balls. 

4 

4 

24 
148 

27 
296 

24 

148 

18 

I  half^ 

60 

3° 

10 

290 

398  | 

Tun      hu. 

9&19 

186 

Tun      hu. 

9   &  6 
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To  the  King. 

Dublin  Caftle,  April  10,   1675. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

MY  lord  Conway,  who  prefents  your  Majefty 
with  this  letter,  is  a  perfon  that  underftands 
this  country  well,  and  is  very  affectionate  to  your 
Majefty 's  fervice.  He  hath  feveral  things  to  acquaint 
your  Majefty  with  concerning  affairs  here,  when  your 
Majefty  (hall  pleafe  to  give  him  an  opportunity.  I 
fhall  not,  therefore,  prefume  to  enumerate  any  par- 
ticulars, but  leave  them  to  the  account  he  fhall  give 
your  Majefty,  and  remain  with  all  humility, 

Your  Majefty's  moft  faithful, 

and  moft  obedient  fubject  and  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To  Mr.  fecretary  Coventfy 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  10,  1675. 

THE  laft  week  I  received  advice  of  a  veffel 
come  into  a  creek  about  twenty  miles  weft- 
ward  of  Kinfale,  which  being  vehemently  fufpe&ed 
to  be  ftolen  from  the  right  owners,  I  immediately 
fent  down  orders  to  Capt.  London,  commander  of 
the  Norwich  frigate,  to  ufe  his  beft  endeavours  to 
feize  this  fhip,  which  he  has  fince  done,  the  particu- 
lar circumftances  whereof  the  enclofed  will  inform 
you.  She  proves  to  be  a  fhip  of  Hamburgh,  laden 
in  Holland,  and  bound  for  France  ;  wherefore  if  you 
pleafe  to  acquaint  thev  ambaffadors  of  Holland  where 

fhe 
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fhe  is,  that  thofe  who  have  fhares  in  her  may  fend 
over  to  take  care  of  the  goods  :  the  ordinary  forms 
of  reftoring  them  fhall  be  purfued.  The  enclofed 
will  likewife  make  known  to  you  how  barbaroufly 
the  perfons  who  are  now  in  her  have  murthered  the 
feamen,  .and  this  themfelves  confefs.  I  have  con- 
fulted  his  Majefty's  council,  who  tell  me,  that  I  need 
not  a  letter  from  England  for  the  trial  of  them, 
but  that  a  commiflion  of  oyer  and  terminer  may  be 
iflued  of  courfe,  which  fhall  be  done.  I  am  to  ac- 
knowledge two  of  yours  of  the  30th  of  March,  and 
3d  of  April,  and  give  you  thanks  for  the  letter  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Dean  Roan.  I  have  alfo  with  the  laft 
of  yours  received  his  Majefty's  commands  concerning 
the  corporations,  which  I  fhall  carefully  purfue.  The 
matter  you  mention  to  have  been  cifcourfed  of  in 
council,  I  have  dire&ed  Mr.  Harbord  (who  this  day 
fets  fail  for  England)  to  clear  to  you,  and  in  the 
mean  time  I  defire  you  to  continue  the  belief  of  my 
being  with  perfect  truth  and  efteem, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To  the  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,    April  10,    1675. 

MY  lord  Conway  now  going  over,  will  eafe 
your  lordfhip  of  the  trouble  of  a  large  letter 
from  me,  upon  many  particulars  relating  to  this  king- 
dom, the  ftate  whereof  his  lordfhip  fo  well  knowing, 
and  being  a  petfon  really  devoted  to  his  Majefty's 
fervice,    and  one  whom  1  have  a  great  affurance  of 

his 
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his  friendfhip  and  affe&ion  both  to  your  Iordfhip  and 
myfelf,  you  may,  as  I  conceive,  fafely  rely  upon  fuch 
reprefentations  as  he  fhall  make  of  matters  here  : 
wherefore  there  is  only  one  concern  which  I  fhall  fill 
this  letter  with,  and  that  is  relating  to  the  revenue, 
leaving  all  others  to  his  narration.  The  prefent  farm 
drawing  now  fo  near  an  end,  it  were  but  reafonable 
thofe  methods  were  foon  concluded  on,  which  fhould 
be  taken  after  the  expiration  thereof.  Some  former 
letters  of  mine  acquainted  your  Iordfhip  with  my 
opinion,  that  putting  it  into  farm  again  were  moft  fit 
for  his  Majefty's  profit.  And,  I  muft  confefs,  I  do 
ftill  remain  of  the  fame  mind  ;  but  in  regard  we 
have  an  expectation  of  a  parliament  here,  and  hope 
there  will  be  fome  increafes  made  to  his  Majefty's  in- 
tereft,  it  may  therefore  feem  for  the  prefent  more 
convenient  to  keep  the  revenue  fome  time  in  his 
Majefty's  own  hands,  and  fo  foon  as  the  intended 
parliament  hath  met,  and  granted  their  fupplies,  that 
then  both  be  lett  together ;  for  the  advance  we  hope 
for  in  the  revenue  being  principally  upon  the  encreafe 
of  the  cuftoms  on  feveral  commodities,  if  the  cuftoms 
that  now  are  be  let  to  one  pack  of  men,  and  the 
new  impofitions  on  the  fame  commodities  to  others, 
it  will  caufe  (a  much  confufion  and  difpute,  and  will 
raife  fo  many  queftions  between  them,  as  will  much 
hinder  the  profit  to  both  :  and  if  it  fhould  be  let  to 
thofe  who  are  in  pofTeflion  of  the  farm,  they  will 
hardly  be  induced  to  give  the  full  value  of  the  new 
improvements.  If  any  refolution  be  taken  to  keep  it 
in  his  Majefty's  hands  for  one  year*  or  tho'  but  for 
half  a  year,  it  muft  doubtlefs  be  managed  by  com- 
miflioners.  The  principal  thing  to  be  apprehended  in 
the  management  is,  that  men  will  more  eafily  get  let- 
ters of  gifts,  than  whilft  it  is  in  farm,  and  particu- 
larly 


ARTHUR,  EARL  OF  ESSEX.      141 

larly   for  the   remittal   of  their  quit-rents.     But  for 
thofe  matters  we  muft  guard  ourfelves  as  well  as  we 
pan  ;  and  fome  rules  may  be  offered  to  his  Majefty's 
confideration,  to  reftrain  the  too  eafy  paffing  away  of 
money,      And  as  for  the  quit-rents  which  are  in  moil 
(danger,  I  fliall  be  able  very  fpeedily  to  reduce  them 
to  a  certainty,  and  by  diminifhing  them  upon  all  thefe 
lands  which  are  overcharged,  leave  no  juft  ground  to 
complain  of  this  burthen.     My  lord  Conway  will  be 
prepared   to  difcourfe  with  your    lordfhip   upon   this 
fubjecl,   and  to  fhew  you  the  methods  I  take  in  the 
work,   and   tho'  the  fum  put  out  of  charge  will   be 
fome  thoufands  of  pounds  a  year,  yet  when  it  is  con- 
sidered, that  it  is  taken  off  fuch  lands  where  it  cannot 
be  collected,  or  at  leaft  not  without   wafting  them, 
none  can   think   his  Majefty's   income  prejudiced   by 
fuch  reducements.      Befides,   the  land  which  we  fhall 
difcover,  and  thofe  others  in  Conaught,  upon  the  fet- 
tlement  of  that  province,  being  brought  into  charge, 
which  as   yet  they  have  not  been,  will  more,  I  am 
fure,    than  compenfate  the  fum  now  ftruck  out.    The 
next  thing  to  be  provided  for  is,  that  the  eftablifh- 
ment  do  continue   the  fame  as  now   it  is,  only  with 
thofe  additions   for  eafing  the  fheriffs,  which  are  al- 
ready published  to  the  people  by  proclamation.    And 
tho'  I  am  confident  the  revenue  will  now  more  than 
difcharge  it,   yet  while  it  is  in  the  King's  own  hands, 
it  would  fure    to    be   within   bounds  ;   whereby   his 
M.jefty    in  the  end   can   become   no  lofer.      Thefe 
things  being  taken  care  of,  I  fee  no  prejudice  it  can 
be  to  retain  for  fome  time  the  revenue  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's hands  :  and    if  fit  men    be  pitched   upon  for 
commiffioners,  there  is  no  reafon  why  we  fhould  not 
make   as  much  of  it  as  the  farmers  have  done  :  and 
befides,  this  benefit  will  arife,  that  we  fhall  better 
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know  what  the  worth  of  it  is  againft  it  comes  to 
be  lett.  I  think  I  have  almoft  broke  my  promife  at 
the  beginning  of  this  letter,  that  I  would  not  trouble 
your  lordfhip  with  a  long  one,  and  therefore  it  is 
time  to  conclude,  which  I  cannot  yet  do  without 
giving  your  lordfhip  the  affurance?  that  I  am,  with 
all  fincerity  imaginable, 

Your  lordfhip's, 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Here  is  one  fir  John  Cole,  a  man  of  a  good  com- 
petent eftate  in  this  kingdom,  who  may  probably  be 
propofed  to  be  a  privy  counfellor.  I  know  the  gen- 
tleman well,  he  is  a  very  honeft  man,  and  one  I 
fhould  be  willing  were  of  that  number. 


To  the  lord  Ranelagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  10,  1675, 

I  Have  confidered  of  the  two  propofals  of  your 
letter,  as  to  the  firft  of  them,  which  is  laying 
afide  the  cafual  revenue  for  concordatums,  I  do  fully 
approve  thereof,  and  it  may  in  many  refpecls  be  con- 
venient. As  to  the  other  concerning  penfions,  I  like- 
wife  agree  with  you  in  the  method  that  they  be  in  a  lift 
diftincl  from  the  other  eftablifhment,  that  if  any  failure 
of  the  revenue  (hould  happen,  the  retrenchments  may 
fall  upon  them,  but  methinks  fome  refpect  ought  to 
be  had  to  the  nature  of  the  feveral  penfions,  if  any  of 
them  are  paid  upon  valuable  confiderations,  as  that 
$f  the  countefs  of  Tyrconnel,  and  that  to  the  late 

ear^ 
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earl  of  Donegal,  which  were  upon  the  account  of 
purchafe  and  not  payments  of  mere  grace  and  favour  : 
befides  the  fum  feems  very  large  you  have  propofed 
by  way  of  limitation,  viz.  not  to  exceed  ten  thou- 
fand  pounds  per  annum.  I  obferve  in  the  firft  eftab- 
Jifhment  after  his  Majefty's  reftoration  the  penfions 
were  but  3329 1.  10  s.  per  annum,  in  that  of  the 
year  1666  they  are  3313 1.  7  s.  6d.  and  in  that  of 
1669  3214  1.  7  s.  7  d.  and  no  more,  tho' a  penfion 
be  therein  included  of  1200I.  per  annum  to  my  lord 
John  Berkley,  which  I  believe  was  never  paid,  and 
why  they  fhould  now  be  fwelled  to  this  height  of 
ten  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  I  do  not  well  un- 
derstand, efpecially  when  there  h  fo  great  a  need  of 
money  for  fupplying  the  flores  of  the  kingdom,  and 
I  do  alfo  fear  his  Majefty  will  hardly  be  out  of  debt 
at  the  expiration  of  your  lordfhips  undertaking,  be- 
fides 'tis  to  be  apprehended  that  when  a  parliament 
ihall  meet,  the  largenefs  of  penfions  may  be  one  of 
the  things  objected  againft  the  fupplying  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's   wants. 

My  lord  Conway  will  difcourfe  both  thefe  and 
pther  particulars  with  your  lordfhip  at  large,  fo  as  I 
need  fay   no  more,  but  remain 

Your  lordfhip's, 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Senf  by  the  lord  Conway,  a  copy  of  the  propo- 
fals  made  by  the  earl  of  Strafford,  duke  of  Ormond 
and  earl  of  Effex,  at  their  coming  into  Ireland,  be-* 
jng  the  fame  verbatim. 


As 
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As  alfo  thefe  two  following  papers  concerning  the 
Nominees,  and  concerning  the  charters  to  corpo- 
rations. 

By  the  Declaration,  there  were  thirty  eight  perfons 
in  a  particular  manner  provided  for,  to  be  reftored 
in  their  whole  eftates,  after  reprifals  firft  fet  out  to 
adventurers  and  foldiers  who  were  in  poflefllon  there- 
of, mod  of  thofe  perfons  either  by  being  adjudged 
innocent,  or  by  particular  provifoes  contained  in  the 
Act  of  Settlement  on  their  behalf,  have  been  reftored 
to  their  eftates,   and  are  in   pofleiTion  of  them. 

By  the  Act  of  Explanation,  all  the  reft  of  thofe 
thirty  eight  perfons  who  had  not  upon  the  firft  act 
been  reftored  to  their  eftates,  together  with  as  many 
more  as  make  up  in  all  fifty  four  perfons  (who  are 
commonly  called  Nominees)  are  provided  for  to  be 
reftored  by  the  commiffionfers  for  executing  the  faid 
act  to  their  feveral  principal  houfes,  and  two  thou- 
fand  acres  of  land  thereunto  adjoyning,  if  they  or 
their  anceftors  had  fo  much  as  two  thoufand  acres 
on  the  22d  of  October  1641.  And  the  adventurers 
and  foldiers  who  were  to  be  removed  to  make  way 
for  their  reftitution  were  to  be  firft  fatisfied  by  fome 
other  forfeited  lands  to  be  (et  out  to  them  by  com- 
miflioners  for  execution  of  the  faid  act,  equal  in  va- 
lue, worth  and  purchafe  to  the  houfes  and  lands  from 
which  they  fhould  be  removed,  and  the  perfons  then 
in  polTeflion  were  to  detain  the  profits  of  the  faid 
lands,  until  the  faid  commiflioners  fhould  have  fet 
out  reprifals  to  them,  and  all  perfons  who  after  re- 
prifals fet  out  to  them  by  the  commiflioners,  fhould 
refufe  to  accept  of  fuch  reprifals,  were  to  be  ac- 
countable for  the  profits  of  the  lands  to  the  perfons 

who 
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who  ought   to  be  reftored  thereunto,   from   the  time 
of  fetting  out   fuch  reprifals. 

Many  of  thefe  Nominees  are  in  pofTeflion  of  all  the 
Jands  whereunto  they  were  to  have  been  reftored  by 
the  faid  a&,  others  of  them  are  only  in  pofTeilioa 
of  part  of  their  faid  lands  ;  fome  of  them  hold  lands 
in  Conaught  fet  out  unto  them  upon  their  trans- 
plantation in  the  ufurper's  time,  and  fome  of  them 
ere  reftored  to  little  or  no  part  of  their  former 
eftates,  the  commifHoners  for  executing  the  faid  act 
having  not  fet  out  any  reprifals  to  the  perfons  in 
poiTeffion  of  the  lands  whereunto  they  were  to  have 
been  reftored  by  reafon  of  the  claufe,  (page  n)  of 
the  explanatory  ac~t,  that  they  were  required  to  take 
care  that  the  eftates  and  interefts  of  his  Majefty'a 
proteftant  fubje&s  fhould  be  fettled  with  all  con- 
venient fpeed,  and  that  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  a£t.  as 
had  a  tendency  thereunto  mould  be  put  in  execu- 
tion in  the  firft  place,  and  before  any  parts  of  the 
(aid  ac"r.  which  relates  to  other  matters. 

Such  of  the  fifty  four  perfons,  who  by  the  Decla-* 
ration  were  to  have  been  reftored  to  their  whole 
eftates,  can  only  pretend  now  to  be  reftored  to  their 
principal  houfes,  and  two  thoufand  acres  adjoining 
thereunto,  by  reafon  of  a  claufe  (page  8)  of  the  ex- 
planatory act,  that  all  fuch  perfons  who  had  not 
then  been  adjuged  innocent,  are  barred  and  excluded 
from  all  and  fingular  claims  and  demands  not  par- 
ticularly allowed  and  provided  for  by  the  faid  ex- 
planatory act  j  and  alfo  by  another  claufe  (page  51} 
all  claufes  in  the  acl:  of  Settlement,  which  do  not 
confift  with  the  effectual  execution  of  the  Explana- 
tory  acl,    are  thereby   repealed. 

Concerning  the  fatisfaction  of  fuch  of  the  Nomi- 
nees who  are  yet  deficient  of  the  provifion  made  for 
K  them3 
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them,  thefe  matters  may  feem  to  be  moll  confielef- 
able. 

J.  Whether,  fuch  of  the  Nominees  who  are  now 
out  of  pofTeffion  of  the  lands  whereunto  they  were 
by  the  faid  acl  to  have  been  reftored,  can  now  be 
legally  reftored  ?  In  regard  thofe  perfons  in  pofTeflion 
thereof  were  by  the  acl:  to  have  been  reprifed  by 
the  commifTioners  for  executing  the  faid  acl,  and 
have  parTed  certificates  and  patents  of  thofe  lands, 
with  faving  of  the  Nominees  rights  after  they  mould 
be  resiled  by  the  commiflioners  for  executing  the 
faid  acl,  which  being  all  particularly  named  in  the 
faid  acl,  (page  io8j  and  three  years  being  the  ut- 
moft  time  allotted  to  them  for  the  execution  of  the 
faid  act,  which  are  long  fince  elapfed.  Whether  any 
other  perfons  can  now  be  appointed  as  commiflion- 
ers to  fet  out  reprisals  to  the  perfons  now  in  pofTef- 
fion of  any  part  of  the  faid  Nominees  eftates,  fo  as 
the  faid  Nominees  may  be  able  to  recover  their 
eftates  from  them  in  cafe  they  (hall  refufe  to  ac- 
cept of  fuch  reprifals  ? 

II.  Whether  the  faid  Nominees  may  not  have 
part  of  the  undifpofed  forfeited  lands  that  fhall  be 
difcovered,  granted  to  them,  in  fatisfaclion  of  the 
provifion  defigned  for  them  by  the  faid  acl,  before 
all  the  proteftant  interefts  provided  for  by  the  faid 
acl:  are  firft  fatisfied ;  (whereof  many  are  yet  de- 
ficient) or  whether,  that  claufe  requiring  the  pro- 
teftant interefts  to  be  flrft  fatisfied,  was  to  be  con- 
ftrued  only  to  extend  to  the  commiflioners  appointed 
for  executing  the  faid  acl,  and  to  be  in  force  only 
during  the  time  of  their  fitting,  and  not  to  oblige 

the 
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the  King  as  to  the  diflribution  of  the  forfeited  lands 
yet  undifpofed  of? 

III.  Whether  fuch  of  the  faid  Nominees,  who 
now  enjoy  lands  in  Conaught  or  Clare  in  lieu  of 
their  former  eftates,  ought  not  to  accept  thereof  to- 
wards fatisfaction  of  the  provifion,  which  by  the  ex- 
planatory act  was  made  for  them  ? 

IV.  There  being  by  a  claufe  (page  127)  of  the 
faid  act  of  Explanation,  one  year's  rent  appointed 
to  be  paid  out  of  all  the  lands  reflored  to  any  pa- 
pift,  by  any  decrees  of  the  late  commiflioners  for 
executing  the  act  of  Settlement,  bearing  date  after 
the  2d  day  of  July  in  the  year  1663,  over  and  above 
the  year's  value  already  paid  by  them,  the  fame  to 
be  paid  to  fuch  Irifh  papifts  as  ferved  under  his  Ma- 
jefty's  enfigns  abroad,  and  are  particularly  mention- 
ed in  his  Majefty's  Declaration,  and  were  feized  of 
any  lands  on  the  23d  of  October  1641,  to  which  they 
are  not  yet  reftored  in  fuch  proportions  as  the  lord 
lieutenant  of  the  kingdom  (hall  think  fit,  whether 
the  faid  year's  rent  may  not  now  be  raifed,  and  part 
of  the  monies  that  fhall  be  received  thereupon  may 
not  be  paid  to  fuch  of  the  Nominees  as  are  deficient 
and  come  under  the  qualification  in  the  faid  claufe 
mentioned,  or  how  his  Majefly  would  be  pleafed 
that  the  faid  year's  rent  (hall  be  difpofed  of,  when 
the  fame  fhall  be  thought  fit  to  be  raifed  ? 


K  2  This 


i4S  LETTERS    OF 

This  is  the  State  of  the  Cafe  of  the  Nominees,  to- 
gether with  the  feveral  queftions  of  law  that! 
may  arife  thereupon  ;  it  is  therefore  humbly  pro- 
pofed  to  his  Majefty's  confideration  in  order  to 
their  fatisfa&ion,  and  that  this  clamour  may  no 
longer  reft  upon  his  Majefty. 

I.  That  there  be  a  true  efiimare  made  of  the 
value  of  thefe  very  lands  intended  them  by  the 
acl,  which  values  will  vary  according  to  the  feveral 
counties    wherein  they  lye. 

II.  What  proportion  of  lands  or  other  advantages 
each  man  now  enjoys  or  hath  received,  and  that  the 
fame  be  rated  according  to  their  true  worth,  that 
fo  it  may  appear  what  the  deficiencies  of  any  of 
them  are,  or  if  feme  have  not  more  than  ever  the 
act  intended  them,  and  therefore  ought  to  own  the 
furplus,  as  it  is  purely  his  Majefty's  favour  that  they 
enjoy  the  fame,  and  not  be  prefling  for  new  grants ; 
and  that  thofe  who  have  lefs  than  their  due,  may 
have  it  fupplied  by  fome  difcovered  lands,  in  cafe 
it  mall  be  refolved,  that  by  law  they  cannot  have 
thofe  very  lands  intended  them  by  the  aft. 

Memorandum*  There  was  alfo  at  the  fame  time 
fent  over  by  my  lord  Conway,  a  fcheme  of  thofe 
Nominees,  formerly  enclofed  in  a  letter  to  the  earl 
of  Arlington,  (bearing  date.  and 

therewith  copied)  with  this  addition  at  the  bottom 
thereof.  This  is  what  appears  upon  record,  and  it 
is  certainly  known  that  many  of  thefe  men  enjoy 
more  lands  than  is  here  exprefled,  and  poifibly  others 
may  have  but  fome  of  the  lauds  herein  mentioned, 

being 
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being  recovered  by  fuits  of  Jaw,  yet  this  fcbeme 
may  be  a  good  foundation  for  an  enquiry  into 
each  man's  particular  cafe. 

Concerning  the  Charters  to  Corporations. 

IN  moft  of  the  corporations  of  Ireland,  the  free- 
men were  generally  papifts  in  the  year  1641,  and 
fo  continued  till  about  1654,  and  although  moft  of 
the  perfons  who  were  then  free,  may  now  be  pre- 
fumed  to  be  dead,  yet  there  being  a  cuftom  in  moft 
corporations,  that  all  the  fons  of  freemen  are  alfo 
free  of  the  corporations  whereof  their  fathers  were 
free,  there  cannot  but  be  now  very  many  papifts 
living  who  are  entitled  to  their  freedoms  in  their  fe- 
veral  corporations.  Since  the  ending  of  the  rebellion 
all  the  magiftrates  in  corporations  have  been  ge- 
nerally proteftants,  and  many  proteftants  have  been 
alfo  admitted  to  their  freedoms,  and  in  the  Ufur- 
per's  time  all  the  papifts  that  were  freemen  were 
hindered  from  enjoying  the  benefit  of  their  free- 
doms. 

Since  the  King's  reftoration  many  difputes  have 
happened  concerning  the  papifts  who  were  formerly 
free,  being  admitted   again  into   the  corporations. 

By  a  letter  from  the  King,  dated  the  22d  of  May 
166 1,  his  Majefty  declared  his  pleafure,  that  the  re- 
fpe&ive  former  inhabitants,  natives  and  freemen,  and 
fuch  as  had  right  to  be  freemen  in  any  of  the  cities 
or  towns  in  this  kingdom,  mould  be  forthwith  ie« 
ftored  to  their  accuftomed  privileges  and  immunities, 
and  admitted  to  trade  in  the  fajd  refpe&ive  cities  and 
towns  as  freely  as  heretofore,  without  making  any 
national  diftinction,  or  giving  any  interruptions  up- 
on pretence  of  difference  of  judgment,  or  opinion  in 
K  3  matters 
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matters  of  religion.  Notwithstanding  this  letter  many 
of  the  antient  freemen  that  were  papifts  were  kept 
out  of  feveral  of  the  corporations.  In  the  a8:  of 
Settlement  or  Explanation  there  is  no  claufe  that 
hinders  any  papift  from  buying  or  taking  any  leafes 
of  any  forfeited  houfes  from  the  forty  nine  officers, 
without   licence  of  the  lord  lieutenat  and  council. 

His  Majefty  afterwards  by  his  Letters  bearing  date 
the  26th  of  February  1671,  in  the  time  of  the  lord 
Berkley's  government,  did  again  declare  his  pleafure, 
that  all  the  antient  freemen  of  the  refpe£tive  corpo- 
rations fhould  enjoy  their  former  freedoms  and  pri- 
vileges, and  that  a  general  licence  fhould  be  given 
to  papifts  to  hire  or  purchafe  any  forfeited  houfes  in 
corporations,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  his 
Majefty's  pleafure  therein  publifhed  by  proclamation 
of  the  lord  lieutanant  and  council,  bearing  date  the 
eighth   of  May   167 1, 

The  rules  fince  made  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and 
council,  in  purfuance  of  a  claufe  contained  in  the 
acl  of  Explanation,  does  hinder  all  papifts  from  be- 
ing magiftrates  in  corporations,  unlefs  difpenfed  with 
by  the  lord  lieutenant  from  taking  the  oath  of  Su- 
premacy, but  nothing  in  thofe  rules  takes  away  from 
them  the  benefit  of  their  freedoms  5  yet  in  fome  of 
their  corporations  (in  which  the  number  of  pro- 
teftants  is  great)  many  of  the  papifts  are  ftill  kept 
out  and  hindered  from  their  freedoms,  as  particularly 
in  Cork,  which  is  now  wholly  inhabited  by  pro- 
teftants,  and  the  antient  natives  or  freemen  are  ei- 
ther difpofed  in  the  country  abroad,  or  do  only  in- 
habit in  the  fuburbs  without  the  walls,  but  the  trade 
is  almoft  wholly  carried  on  by  the  proteftants.  Up- 
on renewing  of  charters,  great  difputes  are  likely  to 
arife  between  the  prefent  inhabitants  and  antient  na- 
tives 
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tives  of  feveral  of  the  corporations  concerning  the 
hindering  of  the  antient  natives  from,  or  admitting 
them  to  the  benefit  of  their  freedoms.  If  they  fhould 
be  hindered  from  their  freedoms,  they  will  complain 
that  there  is  no  law  to  take  that  benefit  from  them  ; 
that  it  is  unreafonable  to  hinder  them  from  trading*, 
and  may  be  alfo  prejudicial  to  the  King  in  his  cuf- 
toms,  and  will  force  them  to  withdraw  their  flocks 
beyond  the  feas,  and  that  it  is  againft  the  King's 
pleafure  expresfly  declared  by  his  feveral  letters,  and 
fince  made  publick  by  proclamation,  upon  confidence 
whereof  (it  will  be  pretended)  many  have  come  over 
to  inhabit  here,  that  by  the  Rules,  papifts  who  are 
foreigners  may  be  admitted  to  be  free  in  the  corpo- 
rations here,  and  that  it  will  be  hard  to  bar  papifts, 
who  are  natives,  from  enjoying  that  freedom  which 
hath  been  already  granted  them.  If  they  mould  all 
be  generally  admitted  by  the  new  charters  to  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  their  freedom,  the  proteftant  inhabi- 
tants will  complain  that  the  corporations  will  be  all 
prefently  filled  with  papifts  as  they  were  in  the  year 
1641,  and  the  proteftant  inhabitants  thereby  difcour- 
aged,  that  the  number  of  the  antient  freemen  who 
are  papifts  will  be  much  greater  than  of  proteftants, 
and  thereby  they  will  have  the  choice  of  parliau  ent 
men,  and  the  houfe  of  commons  thereby  will  be  fil- 
led with  papifts,  who  are  not,  by  any  law  of  force 
here,  hindered  from  fitting  in  the  houfe  :  that  it  will 
be  unreafonable  that  fuch,  who  by  reafon  of  their 
not  being  adjudged  innocent  have  forfeited  their 
eftates,  mould  be  admitted  to  continue  their  free- 
doms ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  the  prefent  pro- 
teftant inhabitants  who  will  generally  folicit  and  take 
out  the  charters,  will  hardly  be  at  the  charge  of 
renewing  them,  if  any  provifion  fhould  be  therein 
JC  4  made 
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made  for  all  the  antient  freemen  to  be  reftored  to  their 
freedoms. 

What  expedients  to  propofe  herein  feems  to  be 
very  difficult,  and  it  will  be  hardly  poilible  to  propofe 
any  that  may  fatisfy  both  parties. 

It  may  perhaps  be  a  middle  way,  to  admit  only 
thofe  papifts  to  their  freedoms,  who  do  now  actu- 
ally enjoy  the  benefit  thereof,  whereby  thofe  papifts 
who  have  not  yet  been  admitted  thereunto  by  the 
corporations  themfelves,  may  be  excluded  ;  or  elfe 
to  provide  that  thofe  papifts  who  have  been  adjudg- 
ed innocent,  and  their  heirs  and  children  fhall  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  thofe  freedoms  whereby  only  thofe  who 
have  not  been  admitted  to  enjoy  their  eftates,  will 
be  hindered  from  their  freedoms,  but  it  is  to  be 
doubted  whether  either  of  thefe  will  fatify  the  parties 
concerned. 


To  Sir  William  Temple: 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  13,   1675. 

IMuft  acknowledge  myfelf  to  be  in  arrear  to  you 
for  feveral  letters,  the  laft  I  received  this  morn- 
ing, dated  the  9th  of  April  N.  S..  which  brings 
me  the  good  news  of  the  Prince  of  Oranges  recovery. 
That  difeafe  he  is  ill  of,  hath  been  very  fatal  to 
his  family,  which  made  all  men  apprehenfive  of  him, 
1  am  fure  there  is  none  rejoiceth  more  at  his  efcape 
than  myfelf,  being  very  fenfible  how  great  a  lofs  he 
would  have   been  to  all  true  proteftants. 

The  reafon  I  fo  feldom  trouble  you  with  letters, 
is  indeed  becaufe  we  have  fo  little  in  thefe  dull  parts 
worth  your  knowledge  ;  but  a  particular  happening 
here  lelating  to  fome  men  where  you  are,  I  fhall  give 
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you  an  account  of  it.  A  fhip  coming  into  fome  of 
the  remote  parts  of  this  kingdom,  was  by  the  far- 
mers officers  vehemently  fufpected  to  be  ftolen,  and 
upon  notice  to  me,  I  ordered  one  of  his  Majefty's 
frigates  to  feize  her,  whereupon  all  is  difcovered  -,  for 
the  relation  of  which  I  (hall  refer  you  to  the  exami- 
nation herewith  inclofed.  I  wrote  the  laft  week  to 
mr.  fecretary  Coventry,  defiring  him  to  communicate 
this  affair  to  the  Dutch  ambaflador,  that  fo  the 
owners  might  come  to  their  goods  again,  but  if  this 
arrive  fooner,  you  may  pleafe  to  acquaint  fome  mer- 
chants herewith  to  let  thefe  men  know  it ;  all  the 
care  that  can  be,  is  taken  for  preferving  the  goods 
from  embezelment,  until  the  owners  fend  perfons 
authorized  to  look  after  them  :  fome  goods  thefe 
people  (as  the  examination  fhow)  did  fell  when  they 
came  firft  on  more,  but  captain  London  had  on  board 
with  him,  by  order,  a  fufficient  perfon  who  nailed 
down  the  hatches  as  foon  as  the  fhip  was  feized,  (o 
I  am  confident  thofe  poor  men  who  own  her  will 
loofe  nothing  of  what  was  in  her  when  fhe  was- 
taken.  We  are  big  with  expectation  of  what  will 
be  done  this  feflions  of  parliament.  Pray  God  fend 
his  Majefty  good  fuccefs,  and  that  the  meeting  may 
prove  happy  to  the  kingdom. 

I  am, 

With  all  fincerity  imaginable, 
Your  excellency's  mofl  faithful 
humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  Sir  Henry  Capel. 


Dear  Brother,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  13,1675. 

IHuvo  many  of  your  letters,  and  I  find  by  their 
feveral  dates,  that  all  you  have  wrote  are  come 
to  my  hands,  the  laft  which  came  by  this  morning's 
poft,  bears  date  the  6th  inftant.  Mr.  Seymor  is  al- 
fo  arrived,  and  hath  brought  your  letter  of  five  fheets, 
and  the  other  papers  fo  as  you  may  be  fecure  that 
all  are  fafely  with    me. 

As  to  mr.  fecretary  Coventry,  I  have  as  great  an 
cfteem  for  him  as  for  any  man  living,  and  know  him 
to  be  as  much  my  friend  as  is  pofllble,  and  am  very 
forry  when  things  do  happen,  which  I  am  fure  is 
not  through  my  default,  to  make  him  entertain  the 
leaft  jealoufies.  That  I  might  pay  him  all  the  refpect 
imaginable,  when  I  firft  entered  into  his  Majefty's 
fervice,  I  refolved  to  obey  fuch  commands  as  I  re- 
ceived from  him,  and  to  purfue  thofe  methods,  which 
himfelf  was  pleafed  to  put  his  bufinefs  in,  for  fhould 
I  do  other,  I  were  not  fervant  but  matter.  My 
lord  of  Arlington,  who  I  muft  needs  fay  was  as  juft 
to  me  as  myfelf  could  defire,  did  once  take  great 
offence  at  the  method  through  which  fome  things 
patted  without  his  knowledge,  which  he  conceived 
his  office  as  fecretary  entitled  him  to,  but  when  he 
faw  the  orders  I  had  received,  and  the  directions  not 
to  communicate  them,  he  refted  fatisfied  I  had  done 
him  no  wrong ;  if  the  King  does  diftribute  his  bu- 
finefs into  the  hands  of  thofe  to  whofe  employments 
they  do  not  properly  belong,  how  can  I  help  it  I 
therefore,  I  defire  you  above  all  things,  to  give  mr, 
fecretary  Coventry  a  full  afTurance,  not  only  of  my 
juftice  towards  him,  but  of  my  fervice  and  kindnefs 

whenever, 
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whenever  I  have  an  opportunity  to  evidence  it  ;  for 
really  between  yourfelf  and  me,  there  is  no  man  in 
this  age  I  value  more  than  himfelf,  and  I  am  very 
confident  when  this  matter  comes  all  to  light,  he 
will  be  far  from  having  any  ill  thoughts  of  me.  I 
have  forborn  the  writing  to  him  upon  this  fubjecT:, 
being  more  capable  to  be  explained  by  difcourfe,  and 
have  defired  mr,  Harbord  to   do  it  effectually. 

In  relation  to  the  matter  of  Effex-houfe,  I  am  flill 
of  the  fame  mind  I  was,  that  it  was  no  improper 
thing  for  the  King  to  give,  nor  any  way  unfit  for  me 
to  receive  5  neither  do  I  underftand  why  my  accept- 
ing of  a  grace  from  his  Majefty,  muft  therefore 
engage  me  with  parties  5  but  I  believe  that  affair, 
tho'  utterly  againft  my  mind,  is  now  quite  at  an 
end.  My  lord  chief  juftice  Povey  I  have  fpoke 
with,  whom  I  find  not  inclined  to  leave  this  coun- 
try, fo  that  his  friends  were  too  forward  in  moving 
any  thing  thereunto.  I  have  had  fo  many  letters 
to  write  to-day,  and  intending  a  hunting  journey 
into  the  country  to-morrow.  I  have  time  to  fay  no 
more,  but  remain 

Your  moft  affectionate  brother. 

ESSEX. 

As  to  what  relates  to  my  brother  Ned's  good,  I 
{hall  fend  you  over  an  account  fo  foon  as  I  return. 
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To  Mr.  Thinne. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  13,  1675. 

I  Have  yours  of  April  the  6th.  wherein  you  mind 
me,  that  in  pafling  the  charters  to  corporations, 
care  be  taken  of  the  rights  belonging  to  the  admi- 
Talty,  here  is  already  a  letter  of  his  Majefty's  upon 
this  fubjedT:  which  is  lodged  with  mr.  attorney  and 
mr.  fojicitor,  with  fpecial  directions  that  nothing  do 
pafs  to  the  infringement  of  their  rights. 

By  the  laft  packet  I  gave  mr.  fecretary  an  account 
of  a  fhip  we  had  taken  here,' which  was  ftolen  from 
the  owners  thereof  by  fome  Englifh  and  Irifh  gentle- 
men ;  having  nothing  of  importance  now  to  trouble 
him  with,  I  have  enclofed  to  you  a  further  account 
of  that  matter,  together  with  the  examinations  of 
fome  of  thofe  who  were  taken  aboard  the  fhip,  which? 
I  defire  you  to  acquaint  him   with,  and  remain, 

Your  moft  affectionate  fervant, 

ESSEX, 
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To  the  Countefs  of  Orrery. 

Madam,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  13,  1675. 

I  Have  received  the  favour  of  your  Ladyfhip's  let-» 
ter,  dated  April  the  9th  concerning  mr.  Wal- 
fingnam's  parting  with  his  enfigns  place,  which  I  am 
willing  he  mould  do,  and  colonel  St.  Leger's  fon 
come  in  his  room,  fuppofing  the  latter  to  be  at  leaft 
eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of  age.  Mr.  Walfingham 
has  fome  debts  in  this  town  which  do  not  exceed 
fifteen  pounds,  wherefore  if  your  ladyfhip  pleafe  that 

order 
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order  be  taken  for  the  payment  of  them  when  he 
parts  with  his  commands*  my  fteward  fhall  return 
the  particulars. 

The  letters  which  came  in  from  England  this, 
morning,  tell  us  that  the  prince  of  Orange  is  fo  well 
jecovered  of  the  fmall  pox,  that  he  begins  to  fit  up.. 
I  defire  your  ladyihip  will  be  pleafed  to  prefent  my 
fervice  to  your  lord,  and  let  him  know  that  I 
would  have  wrote  to  him,  but  that  I  have  lately  beei\ 
a  little  indifpofed.  I  wifh  you  both  a  good  journey, 
and  remain, 

Your  ladyfhip's  moil  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To  Sir  Arthur  Forbefe. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  13,   1675. 

I  Have  yours  of  the  10th  inftant,  and  approve  well, 
of  enlarging  the  foldiers  quarters,  as  alfo  of fpend- 
ing   the  bifcuit,  which  I  prefume  if  longer  kept  will 
be  worfe.     As  for  the    horfe,    I  conceive  they  may 
agree  for  their   fummer's  grazing  the  fpring  drawing 
on  fo  faft.   The  alignments  were   fent  down  the  laft 
Saturday,    fo  as  ere   this,  you   cannot  but   have  re- 
ceived them.     Mr.  Taylor  tells  me  that  he  {topped 
no  money  out  of    colonel   Salkfeild's    company   the 
laft  pay  day,    and  that  was  the  reafon  he  had   forty 
pounds  this  time,  and  twenty  the  next,   and  fo  on  in 
the  like  proportion  till  his  debts  are  paid.     Our  let- 
ters come  in  from  London  this  morning,  tell  as  that 
the  prince  of  Orange  is  now  fo  well  of  the  fmall-pox, 
that  he  begins  to  fit  up,  and  the  nth  day  being  paft, 
it  is  confidently  hoped  the  danger  with  him  is  over. 
I  am?  your  faithful  and  moll  aiTe&ionate  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
To 
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To  the  Lord  MafTereen. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  13,  1675* 

I  Have  your  lordfhip's  of  the  10th  inftant,  and 
being  to  go  upon  a  hunting  journey  into  the 
county  of  Kildare  to-morrow,  I  have  fo  many  dif- 
patches  to  make  by  the  poft  this  evening,  that  I  can- 
not fend  you  directions  to-night,  but  fo  foon  as  I  re- 
turn, you  fhall  hear  further  from, 

Your  lordfhip's  moil:  affe&ionate  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Greenhills,  April  18,    1675. 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  10th  of  April,  toge- 
ther with  the  paper  inclofed,  it  being  a  copy  of 
that  delivered  at  the  council-board.  I  happen  to  be 
now  in  the  country  on  a  hunting  journey,  and  my 
papers  and  inftru£tions  all  at  Dublin,  fo  as  'till  I  re- 
turn thither,  which  will  be  on  Wednefday  next,  I 
cannot  be  fully  pofitive  in  what  I  write  :  thus  much 
only  upon  my  memory  I  will  take  liberty  to  inform 
you,  that  as  to  thofe  parts  of  the  paper  which  men- 
tion an  inftru&ion  fent  hither  unto  me,  it  is  right  in 
the  fubftance,  for  fuch  an  inftru&ion  I  did  receive  5 
but  I  do  believe  the  words  are  not  exactly  the  fame, 
when  I  {hall  come  to  compare  them.  For  the  other 
part,  which  feems  to  be  a  piece  of  a  letter,  moving 
for  fome  further  inftru&ions,  I  know  not  from  whence 
that  letter  fhould  come.  'Tis  penned  in  the  third 
perfon  :  I  am  fure  I  never  wrote  any  to  the  effe£t 

therein 
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therein  mentioned,  as  defiring  thofe  instructions  to 
be  further  enlarged.  True  it  is,  that  after  the  re- 
ceipt of  thefe  orders  counter-figned  by  my  lord  trea- 
furer,  I  did  write  to  his  Jordfhip,  taking  notice,  that 
as  for  letters  of  grants,  &c.  within  the  fcope  of  thofe 
my  private  inftruclions,  and  which  I  had  formerly 
received,  and  were  not  yet  paired,  it  mould  fuffice  to 
acquaint  his  lordfhip  with  the  fubflance,  and  fend 
copies  thereof  to  him,  and  receive  his  opinion  there- 
upon 5  but  that  for  the  future  I  defired  all  letters  of 
thefe  natures  might  come  in  the  form  prefcribed,  that 
fo  I  might  be  juftified  in  my  actings  here,  for  other- 
wife  I  fhould  be  much  to  feek  what  to  do.  This  is 
the  truth  of  the  matter,  to  the  beft  I  can  remember  ; 
but  having  ordered  Mr.  Harbord  to  give  you  full  fa- 
tisfaction  in  the  cafe,  I  fuppofe  that  will  be  done  be- 
fore this  letter  can  arrive.  I  can  only  fay,  that  when 
I  firft  entered  into  his  MajeftyV  fervice,  I  took 
up  a  refolution  of  entire  obedience  to  his  commands, 
and  to  purfue  the  bufinefs  committed  to  my  charge, 
by  thofe  methods  himfelf  mould  prefcribe.  Nor  do 
I  indeed  fee  how  I  can  do  other,  unlefs  I  would  make 
myfelf  matter.  Neither  is  it  fit  any  man  mould  com- 
mand, that  does  not  himfelf  know  how  to  obey.  I 
do  and  will  acknowledge  to  all  men,  that  fince  you 
have  been  in  the  ftatidh  where  you  are,  I  have  not 
only  received  all  the  juftice  imaginable,  but  all  the 
kindnefs  from  ycu  I  coulJ  expect :  nor  fliall  I  ever 
fhew  myfelf  unworthy  of  the  many  favours  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  do  me.  'Tis  difficult  at  this  difhuice 
by  letter  to  clear  all  particular  occurrences  which  may 
happen  ;  but  having  commands  not  to  communicate 
thefe  instructions,  I  did  not  fo  much  as  let  my  fecre- 
tary  Mr.  Harbord  know  of  them,  tho'  he  was  here 
when  they  came,  he  then  intending  a  journey  foon 

for 
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for  England  ;  but  at  his  late  return  I  did  tell  him  of 
them,  in  regard  he  might  mind  me  to  be  conform- 
able thereunto  :  and  as  I  have  already  faid,  I  hope 
he  has  cleared  the  matter  with  you,  for  whofe  friend- 
fhip  I  have  a  moil  invaluable  efleem,  and  remain  with 
perfect  fincerity, 

Your  moft  faithful,  and  moil  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Earl  of  Orrery. 

My  Lord,  Greenhills,  April  18,  1675. 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  13th,  concerning  the 
tories,  who  have  lately  been  out,  and  wherein 
you  alfo  give  me  notice  that  their  protections  are  near 
expired.  I  look  upon  thefe  fort  of  people  to  be 
pretty  difficult  to  deal  withal,  and  therefore  if  your 
lordfhip  thinks  fit,  I  conceive  you  may  enlarge  their 
protections  for  a  fortnight  or  twenty-one  days  longer, 
and  that  you  pleafe  to  name  fome  perfon  to  me,  either 
Mr.  Chimens,  or  whom  elfe  you  judge  proper,  to 
leave  a  power  in  your  abfence  to  treat  with  them* 
and  I  fhall  accordingly  inftruct  fuch  perfons  you  no- 
minate, who  conferring  with  others  of  the  gentle- 
men likewife  employed  in  the  fame  county  on  the 
like  defign,  may  do  that  which  is  beft  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fervice,  and  the  quiet  of  his  fubjedts  there. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  to  wifh  your 
lortlfliip  a  happy  voyage,    and  remain, 

Your  lordfhip's  moft  faithful 

humble  fervant, 

ESSEX, 
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To  Mr.  Harbord. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftie,   April  19,  1675. 

I  Have  received  your  letter  from  Chefter,  and  by 
the  fame  packet  I  had  one  from  Mr.  fecretary 
Coventry,  whereby  I  find  that  he  knows  of  the  fub^. 
ftance  of  my  inftruclions.  I  would  have  you  take 
all  the  care  you  can  to  fet  things  right  with  him, 
which  is  all  I  have  to  fay  at  prefent,  remaining 
Your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX. 

To  Sir  Henry  Capel. 

Dublin  Caftle,    ApHl  24,  1675. 
Dear  Brother, 

TILL  thefe  late  letters  I  could  never  under- 
ftand  the  bottom  of  the  affairs  concerning  my 
private  inftru&ions,  and  the  grounds  of  Mr.  fecretary 
Coventry  taking  fomething  relating  to  them  ill  from 
me  :  fo  as  1  fear  all  I  have  hi  herto  wrote,  and  all 
the  directions  fent  by  Mr»  Harbord,  may  prove  inef- 
fectual towards  the  giving  him  that  fatisfaction, 
which  indeed  I  acknowledge  to  be  his  due.  Mr. 
Harbord*s  letter  of  the  17th  inftant,  tells  me,  that 
the  debate  upon  this  fubject  was  very  warm  between 
my  lord  treafurer  and  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry,  and 
that  in  the  end  my  lord  treafurer  did  affirm,  that 
thefe  private  inftru&ions  were  defired,  and  wrote  for 
by  me,  and  that  he  had  twenty  letters  to  mew  to  that 
effect  ;  which  is  fo  far  from  truth,  that  it  never  en- 
tered into  my  thoughts  or  imagination  to  ask  for 
them.     Nor  did   I  fo  much  as   dream  or  know  of 
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them,  till  they  were  delivered  to  me  at  Dubliir. 
Neither  did  I  write  the  leaft  fyllable  either  to  my 
lord  treafurer,  or  any  perfon  elfe  whatever,  to  propofe 
them.  They  confift  of  four  inftru&ions  ;  the  firft 
whereof  hath  been  made  publick  in  council,  but 
none  of  the  other  :  and  having,  together  with  them, 
received  commands  not  to  communicate  them,  till  I 
am  releafed  by  the  fame  hand,  viz.  his  Majefty's, 
t  cannot  give  out  any  copy  of  the  reft.  Immediately 
upon  the  receipt  of  thefe  inftru&ions,  I  wrote  to  my 
lord  treafurer  on  the  14th  of  Auguft,  in  the  words  of 
the  paper  Number  I.  A  while  after,  in  a  letter  of 
mine  to  my  lord  treafurer,  dated  Auguft  22d,  you 
will  find  the  pafTage  Number  II.  About  two  months 
after  that,  perceiving  letters,  notwithftanding  thefe 
my  private  inftructions,  ftill  come  in  the  fame  form 
as  heretofore,  fo  as  I  know  not  how  to  give  anfwers 
to  them,  in  another  letter  to  my  lord  Treafurer  (copy 
Whereof  rs  Numb.  III.)  I  endeavoured  to  have  the 
matter  for  the  future  regulated.  Mr.  Harbord  fur- 
ther tells  me,  that  I  had  wrote  to  my  lord  Ranelagh 
the  other  day,  to  defire  him  to  move  my  lord  Treafurer 
for  a  refolution  from  the  King  what  I  fhould  do  with 
thofe  letters  and  directions  which  lay  before  me,  and 
that  thereupon  my  lord  Ranelagh  did  prepare  the 
heads  of  an  order  in  council.  Upon  perufal  of  my 
late  letters  to  my  lord  Ranelagh,  I  find  one  dated 
March  30,  occafioned  upon  a  letter  I  had  tranfmitted 
in  Mr.  Solicitor's  behalf,  which  I  defired  my  lord 
Ranelagh  to  fee  difpatched  to  my  lord  Treafurer  j 
but  that  not  returning  in  the  form  prefcribed  by  the 
inftruclions,  I  began  my  letter  thus  :  "  I  have  re- 
*■*  ceived  yours  of  the  23d  of  March,  together  with 
*  the  letter  in  Mr.  Sollicitor's  behalf,  and  give  your 
u  lordfhip  thanks  for  your  care  of  him  4in  this  affair. 
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cs  fhould  be  glad  that  the  forms  of  pafling  lands 
<c  or  money  here  were  entirely  fettled,  that  fo  we 
"  might  keep  to  known  rules  in  buflnefs  of  this  na- 
c*  ture ;  for  I  find  many  men  very  uneafy,  who  bring 
<c  letters,  and  have  not  the  fuccefs  they  expect  ;  and 
"  I  am  confident,  that  when  the  rule  you  mention  is 
"  eftablifhed,  unreafonable  grants  will  not  fo  eafily 
M  be  obtained.  See  the  rule,  Numb.  IV.  This  is 
the  truth,  and  the  whole  truth,  as  to  my  part,  in  the 
transaction  of  thefe  inftructions,  by  all  which  paf* 
fages  it  will  appear,  that  I  have  barely  obferved  the 
Command  of  my  matter. 

Some  orders  I  have  received  concerning  the  fend- 
ing of  a  party  of  the  army  down  to  the  North  of 
Ireland,  and  with  them  directions  to  hold  my  intel- 
ligence for  all  things  relating  to  this  party,  with  my 
lord  Treafurer  only.  Now  I  do  know,  that  this  is  a 
matter  as  foreign  to  the  Treafurer's  bufinefs  as  any 
thing  in  the  world,  and  proper  only  for  the  Secre- 
tary ;  yet  I  would  fain  underftand  from  any  man, 
what  I  can  do  in  fuch  a  cafe,  ofher  than  fubmit  to 
his  Majefty's  pleafure  ;  it  not  being  the  part  of  a 
fervant  to  lay  injunctions  upon  his  Majefly,  in  what 
method  he  fhould  difpofe  of  his  affairs.  Nay,  I  have 
been  fo  far  from  offering  to  remove  any  bufinefs  out 
of  its  proper  channel,  and  am  fo  great  an  enemy  to 
it,  that  were  it  decent  for  me  to  (hew  fome  private 
letters  which  I  have  wrote  to  the  King  himfelf,  they 
would  fufficiently  juftify  me  in  this  particular.  And 
tho'  I  do  not  think  it  convenient  to  offer  any  copies 
of  what  hath  at  large  been  addreffed  to  his  Majefty 
fingly,  yet  a  little  of  the  fubftance  I  will  communi- 
cate to  you.  At  a  time  when  my  lord  of  Arlington 
and  lord  Treafurer  were  in  very  high  contefts,  and  I 
found  great  difficulties  to  keep  fair  with  both  5  and 
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that  if  either  refolved  to  thwart  me,  all  under  my 
charge  would  fuffer  very   much,   I  did  reprefent  to 
his  Majefty  the  convenience  of  keeping  that  part  of 
the  bufmefs  which  related  to  this  country  in  its  pro- 
per channel  5  yet  fo,  by  my  paying  the  refpect  to  each 
in  their  feveral  ftations,  his  affairs  might  receive  their 
due  difpatch,  and  I  might  preferve  a  good  correfpon- 
dence  with  all  his  great  minifters.     This,  and  much 
more  of  the  like  kind,  hath  been  exprefled  in  fome  of 
my  letters  to  the  King.     However,  as  to  the  letters 
which  come  from  the  fecretary's,  I  muft  confefs,  that 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  they  are  generally  too  eafily  ob- 
tained, for  each  man  ftates  his  cafe  himfelf ;  and  tho* 
there  be  another  party  concerned,  he  is  feldom  or 
never  heard  ;  and  the  letter  drawn  up  by  the  peti- 
tioner himfelf,  with  any  claufes  he  thinks  fit  to  in- 
fert  :  fo   as  I  could  give  inftances  where  matters  de- 
terminable at  law  have  been  adjudged  by  letters.  But, 
indeed,  the  greateft  mifchief  comes  to  fuch  affairs  as 
relate  to  the  King  himfelf,  as  remittals  of  quit-rents, 
and  other  particulars  within  the  revenue,  which  upon 
any  fuggeftion,  without  examination,  pafs,  and  then 
I  am  forced  to  deny  things  after  the  King's  hand  is 
to  them,  which  is  a  great  hardfhip  upon  me.    How- 
ever, to  my  knowledge,  I    have  not   complained  to 
any   thereof,  but  to  the  fecretary    himfelf,    viz.   my 
lord  of  Arlington  in  a  letter  bearing  date  the  25th  of 
April  1673,  wherein  I  prefumed  to  conjecture,   that 
fome  orders  would  be  endeavoured  to  be  obtained  in 
England.     The  words  of  the  letter  are   thefe.     "  I 
44  am  forced  to  guefs  at  what  is  intended  to  be  done, 
•*  and  upon  thofe  probabilities,  to  give  my  fenfe  of  it 
*c  to  your  lordfhip,  which  I  had  rather  do  before  or- 
f«  ders  be  paft,  than  to  be  put  to  contradict  or  argue 
"  againft  them  after  they  are  figned.     This  difficulty, 
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*c  I  am  apt  to  forefee,  will  perpetually  attend  this 
M  employment,  &c."  And,  indeed,  it  makes  the 
place  very  troublefome,  and  muft,  in  my  apprehenfion, 
be  ingrateful  to  the  King  himfelf,  to  have  fo  many 
of  his  letters  denied  by  his  minifter,  and  yet  I  can't 
avoid  the  doing  of  it  ;  this,  I  do  affure  you,  that  I 
never  made  any  propofal  into  England  concerning  the 
altering  of  thofe  methods  :  however,  in  my  own 
thoughts,  I  do  believe,  they  deferve  fome  confide  ra- 
tion. One  thing  more  I  had  almoft  forgot,  which 
was,  that  in  one  of  your  late  letters,  Mr.  fecretary 
Coventry  had  feemed  to  you  a  little  troubled  concern- 
ing a  letter  I  had  wrote  to  my  lord  Treafurer  about 
the  diforders  of  this  city,  faying,  it  was  fuller  than 
the  reprefentations  I  had  made  to  him.  'Tis  true, 
hiy  lord  Treafurer's  letter  was  more  large:  and  it 
was  neceflary,  if  I  wrote  to  him  at  all,  it  fhould  be 
fo  in  regard  I  was  to  ripp  up  to  his  Lordfliip  the 
whole  affair  from  the  beginning,  he  not  having  any 
knowledge  at  all  of  the  matter  :  but  if  Mr.  fecretary 
Coventry  will  compare  both  his  letters,  viz.  that  of 
the  3d  of  February,  and  that  of  the  10th  of  Fe- 
bruary, he  will  find  them  as  compleat  to  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  bufinefs  as  the  other  ;  and  for  the  narra- 
tive of  what  pafTed  three  or  four  years  ago,  I  knew 
he  was  fully  acquainted  with  it  by  fome  former  ac- 
counts given  him.  I  wrote  to  my  lord  Treafurer, 
becaufe  I  had  found  his  friendfhip  upon  other  occa- 
fions  ;  and  if  I  had  wrote  to  three  or  four  of  my 
acquaintance  of  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs,  a 
ftate  of  this  matter,  I  fuppofe  I  had  been  guilty  of 
no  error,  provided  I  did  not  neglect  to  acquaint  the 
principal  fecretary  with  the  thing. 

As  for  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry,  I  conceive  I  need 
add  nothing  to  convince  you  of  the  value  I  have  for 
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him,  as  a  worthy  gentleman,  and  in  relation  to  my- 
felf  in  particular.  Had  he  depended  upon,  or  been 
raifed  by  me  from  nothing,  he  could  not  have  done 
more,  both  of  juftice  and  kindnefs  to  me  in  the  em- 
ployment where  he  is,  than  he  hath  conftantly  per- 
formed. I  have  this  only  thing  to  complain  of,  that 
upon  a  fuggeftion,  before  I  were  heard,  he  would 
imagine  any  thing  unkindly  of  me  ;  and,  indeed,  I 
hope,  for  the  future,  he  will  believe  me  to  be  a  plain 
man,  without  artifice,  and  one,  who  in  a  direct 
courfe,  purfues  his  Majefty's  commands.  I  confefs, 
I  am  in  fome  wonder,  to  find  all  my  letters  relating 
to  thefe  inftruclions  fo  coherent  one  with  another, 
and  all  of  them,  fo  much  as  was  fit  for  me,  endea- 
vouring that  rules  for  parting  of  grants  might  be 
known  and  fettled  ;  for  'tis  very  poflible,  among  fo 
many  diverfities  of  affairs  and  multitude  of  letters  as 
I  wrote,  I  might  let  fall  fome  expreflions  inconfiftent 
even  with  my  own  intention  :  but  I  do  allure  you,  I 
have  ftriclly  looked  over  all  my  late  letters,  and  can- 
not fee  any  thing  of  importance  in  them  upon  this 
fubjecl:  but  what  I  have  fent  you.  If  any  thing 
Jhould  hereafter  happen  that  may  occafion  Mr.  fecre- 
tary  Coventry  to  have  any  hard  thoughts  of  me,  I 
hope  he  will  let  you  know  the  bottom  thereof  before 
he  give  credit  to  it ;  for  there  is  not  any  man  in  the 
King's  dominions  for  whom  I  have  a  greater  efteem, 
than  himfelf. 

I  am, 

Your  moft  affectionate  brother, 

ESSEX. 
Part 
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Part    of    my    letter    to    my     lord    Trcafurer,     dated 
Augujl  14,   1674.     Numb.  I. 

"  I  perceive  by  his  Majefty's  private  inftruclioRs 
"  which  have  lately  come  to  me,  that  much  of  the 
■"  bufinefs  of  this  kingdom  will  pafs  through  your 
"  lordfhip's  hands ;  and  as  I  mail  be  punctual  in  pur- 
"  fuing  his  Majefty's  commands,  fo  (hall  I  be  care- 
*6  ful  not  only  to  pay  your  lordfhip  the  refpecl:  due 
*c  to  your  place,  but  likewife  upon  all  occafions  to 
"  exprefs  a  moft  particular  regard  to  your  perfon, 
<c  and  to  (hew  the  value  I  have  of  your  lordfhip's 
*(  good  opinion." 

Part    of    my    letter    to     my    lord    Treafurer,     dated 
Ang ufl  22,    1674.     Numb,  II. 

*e  In  purfuance  of  his  Majefty's  inftrueh'ons, 
"  your  lordfhip  will  cnclofed  receive  copies  of  feveral 
cc  of  his  Majefty's  letters  which  have  lately  come 
"  to  my  hands,  to  all  which  I  have  given  fome  flop, 
**  'till  fuch  time  as  I  could,  by  your  lordfhip,  receive 
"  a  fignification  of  his  Majefty's  pleafure  upon  them. 
"  Thefe  initrudlions  will,  I  am  confident,  be  of  ad- 
*c  vantage  to  his  Majefty's  affairs,  by  preventing  di- 
"  vers  irregular  grants,  which  otherwife  could  noc 
"  be  refifted.  I  (hall  not  fail  of  doing  my  part, 
"  tho'  it  will  engage  me  in  fome  difficulties  :  for, 
"  if  thefe  inftruclions  be  made  known,  men  will 
*c  get  claufes  in  letters  to  fuperfede  them  ;  and  if 
"  I  keep  them  fecret,  it  will  not  be  very  eafy  for  me 
"  to  anfwer  their  importunities,  and  to  take  fo  great 
"  a  load  upon  me  as  the  denying  every  body.  How- 
"  ever,  when  letters  of  thefe  natures  do  come,  I  fhall 
L  4  "  find 
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*c  find  fome  pretence  or  other  to  refpite  the  execution 
**  of  them,  'till  I  make  a  reprefentation  to  your  lord- 
*'  fhip,  and  I  muft  rely  upon  your  lbrdihip's  firm- 
"  nefs  to  fupport  me  in  England  againft  the  clamours 
*«  of  all  thofe  who  will  take  themfelves  to  be  dif-< 
<c  obliged  by  me," 

Jfart    of    my    letter    to    my     lord    Treafur*rr    dated 
Qftofor  24,  1674.      Numb.  III. 

x-"  In  the  firft  of  my  private  instructions  it  is  di« 
"  rected,  that  I  fhali  not  iffae  any  warrants  or  order 
"  upon  his  Maiefty's  letters,  for  granting  or  difppfing 
*c  any  revenuelands,  quit-rents,  &c.  unlefs  in  the 
*i  preamble  of  fuch  letter  it  be  particularly  menti- 
"  oned,  that  the  fame,  before  figned  by  his  Ma- 
**  jefty,  was  referred  to  the  lord  high  Treafurer  of 
**  England,  whofe  report  thereupon,  is  alfo  m  tho 
*c  faid  preamble  to  be  repeated.  As  for  fuch  letters 
"  which  were  received  by  me  before  thefe  inftrucYions 
<c  came,  the  acquainting  your  lordfhip  with  the  fub- 
*c  fiance  of  them,  and  receiving  your  anfwer  there- 
"  upon,  fhall  fuffice  to  guide  my  proceedings  ;  but, 
"  for  the  future,  I  defire  all  letters  may  be  framed 
<c  fuitable  to  this  inftru&ion,  and  therefore,  if  your 
*c  lordihip  pleafe,  to  be^in  with  this  of  my  lord  of 
*c  Carlingford,  whom  I  have  advifed  to  addrefs  him^ 
"  felf  to  you,  and  have  the  preamble  of  the  letter 
"  altered  according  to  form  :  it  will  doubtlefs  be 
"  bo  h  faf^ft  to  me,  and  beft  for  his  Majefty's  fer- 
"  vice,  in  regard  that  grants  of  this  nature  cannot 
'•  have  toojna^ny  tefts  before  they  pafs." 
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Part  of  lord  Ranelagh's  Utter  to  me,    dated  March 
23,  1674-5.    Numb.  IV. 

— "  I  have  cnclofed  fcnt  your  Excellency  Mr.  Sol- 
46  licitor  General's  letter,  which  was  figned  before 
<c  the  King  went  to  Newmarket,  but  I  thought  it 
*c  not  convenient  to  fend  it  away  until  I  had  firft 
"  (hewn  it  to  my  lord  Treafurer,  which  I  have  now 
*c  done,  and  given  him  an  account  what  your  Excel-* 
"  lency  was  pleafed  to  write  to  me  in  his  favour. 
cc  The  letter  my  lord  very  well  approves  of,  both 
**  becaufe  your  Excellency  recommends  it,  and  be- 
c<  caufe  he  hears  from  all  hands  how  ufeful  a  fervant 
**  Mr.  Sollicitor  hath  been  in  the  King's  affairs  there. 
li  But  hereafter,  my  lord  defires  your  Excellency, 
*'  that  inflead  of  recommending  a  letter,  you  would 
<c  recommend  a  petition,  containing  the  defire  of  the 
**  party  in  whofe  favour  you  fhall  think  fit  to  write  ; 
<c  becaufe  he  doth  intend,  fo  foon  as  the  court  re- 
<c  turns  from  Newmarket,  to  get  an  order  pafled  at 
**  council,  that  no  requeft  fhall  be  made  to  the  King 
•'  for  the  difpofal  of  either  money  or  land  in  Ireland, 
"  but  by  way  of  petition,  which,  after  (hewn  his 
"  Majefty,  is  to  be  referred  to  the  lord  Treafurer, 
"  whofe  report,  together  with  the  fubftance  of  the 
**  petition,  are  hereafter  to  be  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
•*  amble  of  what  letters  his  Majefty  fhall  fign ; 
*c  which  certainly  is  the  beft,  if  not  the  only  way  to 
*c  fecure  us  in  Ireland,  againft  the  crowd  of  letters 
f  *  which  mifinformations  do  commonly  procure." 
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To  Sir  Henry  Capel. 

Dear  Brother,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  24,  1675. 

TH  E  letter  I  have  wrote  concerning  mr.  fecre- 
tary  Coventry,  you  may  mow  him  together 
with  the  papers  inclofed,  if  that  will  not  give  him 
fatis faction,  I  know  not  what  to  fay  more,  I  would 
be  glad  the  matter  were  thoroughly  fifted,  whether 
my  lord  treafurer  did  declare  at  the  council  that  I 
had  defired  him  to  procure  thefe  inftruclions,  and 
that  you  enquired  of  fome  of  the  privy  counfellors 
who  were  then  prefent,  but  pray  let  me  know  it 
upon  good  proof?  I  defire  you  to  take  care  that  you 
believe  not  parties  in  the  cafe,  who  perhaps  may 
fet  me  ill  with  the  King's  minifters,  I  mould  be  glad 
if  fome  who  were  prefent  would  write  me  the  words 
in  a  letter  ;  'tis  pofiible  mr.  Harbord  may  be  in  a 
miftake,  and  if  fo,  it  were  well  to  be  rectified.  I 
have  received  both  your  letters  of  the  10th  and  13th 
inftant,  and  juft  as  I  was  about  to  fign  this,  I  re- 
ceived yours  of  the  20th  wherein  you  prefs  much 
for  a  copy  of  my  inftructions.  The  three  unknown  ones 
are  not  of  any  great  moment,  tho'  there  is  fomething 
in  the  preamble  to  them  remarkable  ;  but  were  they 
all  cypher  I  would  not  fend  them,  being  command- 
ed to  keep  them  fecret :  yet  if  mr.  fecretary  Coven- 
try will  move  the  king  in  it,  and  by  a  line  or  two 
from  himfelf  let  me  know  it  is  the  King's  pleafure, 
(fuch  a  fignification,  coming  from  a  fecurity,  being 
authentick)  I  fhall  moft  readily  and  willingly  give  a 
copy.  I  have  nothing  to  add,  but  to  defire  you  will 
not  fail,  what  circumftances  foever  affairs  may  be 
in  England,   to    (how   mr.  fecretary  Coventry  this 
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my  larger  letter  together  with  the  papers  belonging 
to  it. 

Veritas  non  quarit  angulos. 

I  am,  Your  moft  affectionate  brother, 

ESSEX. 


To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  24,  1675, 

SINCE  my  coming  to  town  I  have  perufed  my 
inftru&ions,  and  do  find  the  firft  of  them  to  be 
verbatim  the  fame  with  that  mentioned  in  the  paper 
within  your  laft  letter.  By  this  laft  pacquet  I  do  hear, 
that  when  the  matter  of  thefe  inftru&ions  were  de- 
bated in  council,  it  was  affirmed  that  they  were  de- 
fired  and  wrote  for  by  me,  which  I  muft  tell  you 
is  utterly  falfe,  for  I  never  did  write  one  fyllable  to 
that  effect,  nor  did  I  know  or  imagine  the  leaft  of 
them,  till  my  lord  Ranelagh  on  the  nth  day  of 
Auguft  laft  delivered  them  to  me,  and  being  com- 
manded by  his  Majefty  to  keep  them  private,  I  have 
done  fo  ever  fince.  Having  writ  more  at  large  to  my 
brother  Henry  upon  this  fubject,  I  defire  you  will 
allow  him  fome  time  to  difcourfe  this  matter  with  you, 
being  certain  that  when  you  underftand  the  bottom, 
you  can  have  no  ground  to  believe  that  I  have  dealt 
ill  with  you,  and  had  yourfelf  been  in  the  ftation 
where  I  am,  your  proceedings  could  have  been  no 
Other  than  mine  have  been. 

I  am, 

Your  moil  faithful  humble  fervanr, 

ESSEX. 

After 
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After  I  had  finifhed  my  letter  I  received  yours  of 
the  20th  of  April,  together  with  the  enclofed  paper* 
of  my  lord  chamberlains  pretentions  to  the  lapfe<f 
money. 

As  to  the  affair  of  his  Majefty's  letters  into  this 
country,  and  all  paft  proceedings  relating  thereunto, 
J  am  confident  this  prefent  letter,  with  what  I  have 
wrote  to  my  brother,  which  he  will  fhow  you,  will 
Efficiently  fatisfy  you  what  my  part  hath  been 
therein. 


To  Mr.  Harbord. 

Mr.  Harbord,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  24,  1675. 

IHave  yours  from  Chefter,  as  alfo  another  from 
London  of  the  17th  inftant.  As  to  what  you  men- 
toon  concerning  the  conteft  between  my  lord  treafurer 
and  mr.  fecretary  Coventry,  I  hope  you  have  rightly 
informed  me,  for  in  that  particular  I  have  wrote  to 
mr.  fecretary  himfelf,  and  alfo  at  large  to  my  bro- 
ther Henry,  and  I  am  fure  when  the  truth  is  known 
mr.  fecretary  Coventry  can  have  no  ground  to  think 
that  I  have  done  him  any  wrong.  I  muft  obferve  to 
you  that  the  firft  letter  for  difpofal  of  any  money 
nere  underwritten  by  my  lord  treafurer,  was  procured 
i>y  yourfelf,  and  for  five  hundred  pounds  towards  the 
feuilding  of  Dublin  Caftle.  There  hath  alfo  come 
another  for  the  payment  of  one  hundred  pounds  per 
menfem  to  fir  Arthur  Forbefe  during  his  ftay  in  the 
North  :  thefe  two  letters  I  have  given  orders  upon, 
and  not  on  any  other,  to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge, 
which  had  not  the  fignet.  For  what  you  fay  in  the 
latter  end  of  your  letter  concerning  Eflex-houfe,  I 
am  flill  of  opinion,  that  had  not  the  matter  been 
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bungled,  it  would  not  have  made  half  the  noife  it 
hath  done,  being  only  a  grace  and  bounty  of  his 
Majefty's,  and  I  cannot  fee  why  any  man  fhould 
think  it  amifs,  that  the  King  mould  give  me  fuch 
a  gift.  My  lord  duke  of  Ormond  has  received  above 
300000 1.  in  this  kingdom,  befides  all  his  great  places 
and  employments,  and  I  am  fure  the  lofTes  in  his 
private  eftate  have  not  been  equal  to  thofe  I  have 
fuffered,  and  yet  he  is  fo  happy  as  no  exception  is 
taken  to  it,  but  I  am  confident  'tis  all  idle  talk,  and 
as  I  have  already  faid,  occafioned  in  a  great  meafure 
by  perplexing  the  affairs  at  firft.  I  hear  that  my 
lord  of  Sunderland  has  a  promife  to  fucceed  me  fo 
foon  as  I  am  recalled,  and  that  procured  by  the 
dutchefs  of  Monmouth.  I  am  very  defirous  to  know 
how  matters  in  parliament  proceed,  pray  therefore 
be  punctual  in  giving  me  an  account  of  them. 

I  remain, 

Your  moil  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th,  but  'tis 
fo  newly  uncyphered  as  I  can  return  you  no  an- 
fwer  till  the  next. 


To  the  Lord  Conway. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  24,  1675. 

IHope  this  letter  will  find  you  fafe  at  London, 
where  I  believe  there  is  bufinefs  enough  ftirring 
in  parliament.  Pray  God  fend  things  end  in  a  happy 
compofure  among  them,  I  received  an  account  by 
the  laft  poft,  that  at  a  debate  in  council  between 

mr. 
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mr.  Treafurer  and  mr.  fecretary  Coventry,  concern- 
ing my  private  inftructions,  (which  as  I  am  told  was 
fomething  warm)  my  lord  Treafurer  fhould  acquaint 
the  board  that  I  had  defired  thofe  inftru&ions,  and 
often  wrote  for  them.  I  am  not  over  apt  to  believe 
reports  as  they  firft  come  to  me,  and  indeed  I  fhould 
very  much  wonder  if  fo  worthy  a  man  as  my  lord 
Treafurer  fliould  affert  this ;  for  however  reasonable 
or  ufeful  to  the  King's  fervice  all  or  any  of  thefe  in- 
ftrucliions may  be,  is  not  the  point,  but  whether 
I  were  the  firft  mover  or  introducer  of  them,  which 
your  lordfhip  I  am  confident  fufficiently  knows  I  was 
not,  for  I  am  fure  I  never  had  notice  of  them  till 
they  were  put  in  my  hand  in  your  prefence.  Had 
my  lord  Treafurer  faid  that  after  the  receipt  of  them, 
I  told  him  they  would  be  of  advantage  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  affairs  by  preventing  divers  irregular  grants, 
which  otherwife  could  not  be  refifted,  it  had  been 
no  more  than  what  I  do  acknowledge  :  I  wrote  in  a 
letter  to  him  on  the  22d  of  Auguft,  being  eleven 
days  after  thefe  inftru&ions  came  to  me,  but  the 
*  thing  which  I  find  ill  taken  by  the  Secretary  is,  that 
I  fhould  propofe  an  alteration  of  that  coufe  which  had 
been  a  long  time  pra&ifed  in  this  kingdom,  and  that 
without  acquainting  them  with  it,  efpecially  in  a 
matter  relating  to   their  ofiice. 

Your  lordfhip  will  therefore  do  me  a  very  friendly 
part,  by  enquiring  and  letting  me  know  how  far  my 
name  was  made  ufe  of  in  this  difpute.  I  confefs  I  have 
ever  thought  the  letters  which  came  hither  did  not 
pafs  fuch  due  examination  as  were  neceflary,  before 
they  were  offered  to  his  Majefty's  fignature  ;  but  I 
have  perufed  all  my  letters  to  my  lord  Treafurer 
precedent  to  this  Instruction,  and  tho'  it  be  difficult 
poflitively  to  affirm  a  negative,  yet  truely  I  cannot 

find 
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find  any  that  mention  or  defire  any  new  inftru&ions 
to  be  framed.  It  has  been  my  method  to  proceed  open- 
ly and  plainly  in  all  my  actings,  and  to  pay  to  all 
his  Majefty's  minifters  the  refpect  due  to  their  places, 
which  I  conceive  is  no  more  than  being  juft  to  them; 
however  there  lies  a  fuperior  duty  upon  me,  which 
is  ftri&ly  to  obey  his  Majefty's  commands,  and  that 
I  have  ever  obferved,  tho'  it  may  clafh  with  theirs  : 
and  after  all  there  are  offices  of  friendfhip  and  kind- 
nefs,  which  every  man  is  free  to  do  to  thofe  from 
whom  he  has  received  obligations,  or  has  himfelf  an 
inclination  to  fhew  them,  and  herein  as  I  have  not 
been  wanting  towards  my  lord  Treafurer,  according 
to  thofe  mean  opportunities  which  the  circumstances 
of  affairs  here  afforded  me,  fo  fhall  I  continue  the 
like  for  the  future,  hoping  that  what  I  have  heard 
may  be  mifreprefented.  My  profeflion  hath  been  al- 
ways that  of  a  plain  dealing  man,  and  unlefs  the 
like  meafures  are  ufed  towards  me,  it  will  be  dif- 
ficult to  be  at  eafe  with  his  Majefty's  minifters,  and 
indeed  impoflible  for  me  to  go  through  with  the  em- 
ployment I  undertake,  with  any  comfort  or  fatisfac- 
tion  ;  wherefore  I  have  nothing  to  add  further,  but 
to  tell  your  lordfhip  I  have  that  affurance  of  your 
friendfhip,  as  I  am  confident  you  will  deal  candidly 
with  me  in  this  particular,  and  that  I  may  hear  from 
you  fo  foon  as  conveniently  you  can. 

I  remain,    with  perfect  truth, 
Your  lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


Tg 
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To  Sir  Gilbert  Talbot* 

Sir*  Dublin  Caftle,  April  24,   1675* 

I  Have  received  two  of  yours,  one  from  Litchfield, 
and  the  other  from  London  j  the  parliament  be- 
ing now  met,  I  fuppofe  you  are  all  bufy  enough 
there,  I  pray  God  it  may  prove  a  happy  reflions  ; 
and  if  it  be  fhort  one,  I  hope  we  may  yet  fee  you; 
again  here  before  bowling  time  be  out,  where  you 
{hall  ever  be  moft  welcome  to, 

Your  moft  affectionate  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX* 


To  Sir  Arthur  Forbefe. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  24,  1675. 

BEing  abroad  a  hunting,  I  miffed  of  receiving  your 
firft  letter  of  the  17th  inftant,  'till  it  was  fo 
late  as  I  could  not  return  you  an  anfwer  by  that 
pacquet,  which  was  occafioned  by  the  failure  of  a 
mefTenger  fent  on  purpofe  to  me.  I  (hall  be  very 
glad  to  have  your  company  here  fo  foon  as  you 
pleafe ;  your  fecond  letter  came  to  me  yefterday,  tho' 
dated  the  12th,  concerning  one  of  the  herald's  at- 
tending at  the  earl  of  Donegall's  funeral,  I  cannot 
imagine  why  that  muft  be  fixed  juft  on  the  29th  of 
May,  for  if  it  be  either  three  days  earlier  or  three 
days  later,  he  may  be  there.  That  day  we  keep  with 
moft  folemnity  of  any,  it  being  his  Majefty's  birth 
and  reftoration,  therefore  I  do  not  know  how  we 
may  fpare  him. 

Letters  out  of  England,    tell  us  of  the   meeting 
of  the  parliament  j  they  feem  to  be  in  no  very  good 
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humour  ;  the  enclofed  which  comes  from  one  of  your 
acquaintance,  will  give  you  an  account  of  the  par- 
ticulars ;  as  for  news  I  herewith  fend  you  all  that 
came  in  by  the  laft  pacquet.  I  have  nothing  further  to 
add,  but  remain 

Your   moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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To  the  Lord  Ranelagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  24,   1675. 

I  Have  yours  of  the  13th  inftant,  which  informs 
me  that  Eflex-houfe  is  like  to  be  kept  by  doctor 
Barebone,  I  am  not  one  that  loves  to  ftruggle  too 
vehemently  for  things  of  this  nature,  but  if  it  could  be 
had  with  convenience,  I  like  the  feat  better  than  any 
other  :  the  conteft  feems  to  be  between  the  King's 
prerogative  and  this  perfon,  and  that  in  a  point  which 
I  never  heard  queftioned  before  now  ;  if  Barebone 
do  carry  it,  I  fhall  referve  his  Majefty's  intended  fa- 
vour for  fome  other  opportunity  of  the  like  nature. 

Sir  Edward  Scott's  clamour  is  doubtlefs  moft  un- 
reafonable,  for  if  men  will  procure  letters  out  of 
England  that  are  illegal,  they  muft  not  expecl  that  I, 
who  am  fworn  to  do  right  to  all  the  King's  people, 
fhould  purfue  them  in  the  terms  they  are  penned,  but 
rather  the  procurers  of  fuch  orders  ought  to  be  pu- 
nifhed,  than  the  lieutenant  here  blamed  for  doing 
that  which  is  his  duty.  To  clear  this  I  have  fent 
you  the  matter  truely  ftated,  with  the  copy  of  my 
order,  which  when  your  lordfhip  has  perufed,  I  am 
confident  you  will  not  be  nice  in  telling  fir  Edward 
Scott  his  own  ;  however  I  give  your  lordfhip  many 
thanks  for  your  advertifement,  and  as  any  things  of 

M  thefe 
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thefe  natures  come  to  your  ears  to  let  me  know  them 
will  be  a  moft  friendly  part,  and  that  which  will 
much  oblige, 

Your  lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 
ESSEX. 

State  of  Sir  Edward  Scott's  Cafe. 

II  S  Majefty  was  pleafed  by  his  order  in  coun- 
cil dated  the  20th  of  September  1672,  to  di- 
rect that  the  rents  and  profits  of  certain  lands  in 
the  county  of  Tipperary,  formerly  fet  out  to  Dick 
and  Cunningham,  and  then  in  controverfy  between  fir 
Edward  Scott  and  colonel  Vernon*  fhould  be  fe- 
queftered  to  his  Majefty's  ufe,  and  that  they  fhould 
be  received  and  kept  apart  in  the  hands  of  the  King's 
remembrancer  of  the  Exchequer  :  notwithftanding  his 
order  one  Jeremy  Donovan,  an  attorney  of  the  ex- 
chequer, by  authority  from  fir  Edward  Scott,  as  he 
pretends,  received  and  fecured  by  bond,  a  confider- 
able  part  of  the  rents  of  the  premifTes  due  after  the 
date  of  the  faid  order,  and  fome  part  of  the  rents  of 
the  faid  lands  were  purfuant  to  the  firft  order  brought 
into  the  exchequer.  His  Majefty  by  his  letters  pa- 
tents of  the  15th  of  December  1673,  grants  the  faid 
lands  to  colonel  Vernon  and  his  heirs,  together  with 
all  rents  and  arrears  of  rent,  and  mefne  profits  what- 
foever,  due  or  payable  for  or  in  refpecT:  of  the  afore- 
faid  land,  &c.  imce  the  pafling  of  the  acts  of  Settle- 
ment, &c.  except  fuch  rents  and  mefne  profits  of  the 
faid  lands  as  were  received  by  fir  Edward  Scott  by 
virtue  of  his  cuftodiamy  and  fuch  rents  as  are  remain- 
ing in  the  hands  of  the  remembrancer  of  the  ex- 
chequer, by  virtue  of  his  Majefty's  order  in  coun- 
cil of  the  20th  of  September   1672,   and  fuch  rents 

or 
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or  profits  of  the  premifles  which  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  tenants,  and  grew  due  during  the  faid 
cujiodtam  ;  which  rents  and  profits  fo  excepted,  his 
majefty  declares  fhould  he  for  the  benefit  of  fir  Ed- 
ward Scott.  His  Majefty  by  his  letters  of  the  28th 
of  January  1672,  directs  his  excellency  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  to  give  all  neceffary  orders  to  the 
barons  of  the  exchequer,  that  fir  Edward  Scott  may 
not  only  enjoy  without  account  all  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  faid  lands  which  he  had  in  cujlodiain^ 
and  which  he  had  received  at  any  time  before  the 
date   of  an  order  of  council  of  the  5th  of  December 

1673,  by  which  order  the  faid  lands  were  directed  to 
be  palled  in  patent  to  colonel  Vernon  ;  but  alfo  that 
he  might  receive  and  enjoy  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  lands  mentioned  in  his  cu/hdiam^  which  were 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  remembrancer  of  the  ex- 
chequer, by  virtue  of  the  order  of  council  of  the  20th 
of  September  1672,  or  which  were  remaining  in  ar- 
rear  in  the  hands  of  the  pofTefTors  of  the  faid  lands 
from  the  commencement  of  the  faid  cuflvdiam  at  the 
feaft  of  St.  Michael  1670,  until  the  5th  of  Decem- 
ber 1673,  &c. 

Hereupon  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  by 
his  order  of  the  22d  of  February  1674,  requireth  the 
court  of  exchequer  to  confider  of  thofe  his  Majefty's 
letters,  a  copy  whereof  was  annexed  to  the  faid  or- 
der, and  to  caufe  fuch  neceiTary  orders  to  be  ifTued 
for  fir  Edward  Scott's  receiving  the  rents  therein  men- 
tioned, as  by  the  faid  letters  are  properly  belonging 
to  him,  and  which  by  virtue  of  his  cuftodiam  he  ought 
juftly  to  receive  and  enjoy.  The  reafons  of  infertin^ 
which  provifoe  might  be,  that  his  Majefty  feemeth 
to  be  furprized   in  his  letter  of  the  28^    of  January 

1674,  by    which  he   directs  that  fir   Edward    Scott 

M  2  fhould 


180  LETTERS     OF 

fhould  enjoy  fuch  rents  of  the  faid  lands,  which  he 
had  at  any  time  received  before  the  date  of  an  order 
of  council  of  the  5th  of  December  1673,  not  be- 
ing truly  informed  that  Donovan  by  fir  Edward  Scott's 
direction,  as  is  pretended,  had  before  the  faid  5th  of 
December  1673,  contrary  to  his  Majefty's  order  of 
council  of  the  20th  of  September  1672,  received  or 
fecured  by  bond  a  confiderable  part  of  thofe  rents, 
which  by  the  faid  order  were  to  be  brought  into  the 
exchequer. 

The  King's   council    were   informed    that   neither 
of  the   year's  value,     nor  cujiodiam   rent   due   to  the 
King  from  the  faid  lands   were  paid,   with  which  his 
Majefty  doth  well  appear  by  his  letters  to  be  acquaint- 
ed by  fir  Edward  Scott,   who  without  procuring  any 
difcharge  for  what  was  due  to  his  Majefty  from  the 
faid   lands,  would  take  the  money  out  of  the  exche- 
quer,   which    by   his    Majefty's  council    was    prayed 
might  remain  there  towards  his  Majefty's  fatisfaclion  ; 
befides  colonel  Vernon  by  virtue  of   his  letters  pa- 
tents, which  are  a  legal  title,  demanded  the  faid  rents, 
they  being  included  in  the  general  words  of  his  grant, 
and  not  in  the  exceptions   as  was  alledged  for  him  : 
They     not    having    been   received    by     fir  Edward 
Scott  by  virtue  of  his   cuftodiam,  which  colonel  Ver- 
non's counfel  took  to  be   abfolutely  diflblved  by  the 
order  of  council    of  the  ,20th   of  September    1672, 
directing  the  rents  to  be  brought  into  the  exchequer 
for  his  Majefty's  ufe.     Nor   did  part   of  thefe  rents 
remain  in  the  remembrancer's  hands,  having  been  re- 
ceived and    retained   by  Donovan   as  aforefaid,  con- 
trary  to  his  Majefty's  exprefs  order,  nor  did  the  rents 
then  remaining  in  the  tenant's  hands  at  the  patting 
of  colonel  Vernon's  patent,  grow  due  during  fir  Ed- 
ward Scott's  cuftodiam  which  was  alledged  to  be  dif- 
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folved  by  the  order  of  the  20th  of  September  1672* 
they  having  accrued  fince  the  date   of  the  faid  order. 
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To  Sir  Henry  Capel. 

Dear  Brother,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  27,  1675. 

I  Wrote  fo  fully  in  my  laft  concerning  the  matter 
of  my  inftructions,  as  I  need  add  little  more,  but 
becaufe  my  letters  are  fomewhat  voluminous,  and 
not  in  a  few  hours  time  to  be  thoroughly  infpecl:- 
ed,  I  have  taken  one  whole  day  to  examine  them 
ftridtly,  and  have  looked  back  as  far  as  the  firft 
of  January  1673-4,  and  can  pofitively  affirm  that 
neither  to  my  lord  Treafurer,  to  my  lord  Conway, 
or  to  my  lord  Ranelagh,  did  I  ever  write 
one  fyllable  to  defire  any  inftruclions  whatfoever, 
much  lefs  thefe  in  particular  :  the  only  claufe  that 
can  any  way  be  ftretched  to  hint  at  fomething  of 
this  nature,  is  in  a  letter  of  mine  to  my  lord  Con- 
way dated  the  26th  of  May  1674;  the  truth  is  at  that 
time  I  had  great  difficulty  to  keep  fair  with  both  my 
lord  Treafurer  and  my  lord  of  Arlington  ;  and  my 
lord  Treafurer  did  then  take  unkindly  from  me  the 
not  communicating  matters  more  freely  to  him, 
whereupon  I  wrote  the  claufe  N°.  I.  wherein  you 
will  find  that  I  then,  as  ftill  I  do,  made  his  Ma- 
jefty's  commands  the  guide  of  my  actings,  and  that 
I  was  fo  far  from  diverting  the  bufinefs  from  the 
proper  officer,  that  I  ftill  advifed  the  entire  keeping 
it  in  its  due  channel,  nor  is  there  one  fyllable  of 
new  inftructions,  or  fo  much  as  the  word  inftruc- 
tions  in  the  whole  letter :  fome  expreflions  there  have 
alfo  been  in  another  letter  of  mine  to  my  lord  Con- 
way, complaining  of  the  too  eafy  getting  of  letters 
M  3  in 
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in  England  ;  it  was  upon  occafion  of  a  letter  of  fir 
Maurice  Euftace  procured  by  mr.  Bridgeman's  means. 
You  may  well  remember  the  matter,  and  how  un- 
worthily I  was  ufed  by  mr.  Bridgeman  in  it  ;  fir 
Maurice  Euftace  had  at  that  time  fpoke  very  ill  of 
me  in  London,  and  had  drawn  up  feveral  heads  of 
complaints  againft  me  in  relation  to  the  government 
here,  copies  whereof  I  have  by  me,  and  put  them  in 
colonel  Talbot's  bands  to  (how  them  to  his  Majefty, 
which  colonel  Talbot  accordingly  did,  and  preft  the 
King  that  there  might  be  proofs  of  them,  but  the 
King  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  anfvver  colonel  Tal- 
bot, that  the  matters  were  both  in  themfelves  very 
inconfiderable,  and  likewife  that  he  did  believe  none 
of  them   to   be  true. 

Sir  Maurice  Euftace  had  alfo  at  that  time  his  emif- 
faries  in  Dublin,  to  brag  that  he  would  be  too  hard 
for  my  lord  lieutenant,  and  thefe  fpoke  many  inde- 
cent things  of  me,  fo  as  if  he  carried  this,  my 
credit  had  been  utterly  loft,  and  I  had  been  trampled 
upon  by  every' body;  how  much  therefore  it -concern- 
ed me  to  engage  fome  powerful  people  in  my  fup- 
port,  any  reafonable  man  may  judge,  and  this  occa- 
fioned'my  letter  (a  copy  whereof  is  N°.  II.)  to  my 
iord  Conwav.  I  have  likewife  added  fome  other 
expreftions  in  my  letters  to  my  lord  Ranelagh  con- 
cerning grants,  tho'  not  at  all  fignificant  to  the  pre-, 
fent  purpofe,  if  the  grounds  of  them  be  confidered. 
That  you  may  fee  all  I  have  wrote  that  can  any  ways 
be  wreftcd  towards  this  matter,  you  will  find  them 
in  N°.  III.  and  I  delire  you  to  fhow  them  all  to  fe- 
cretary  Coventry.  After  all  this  1  conclude  I  need 
fay  no  more  in  relation  to  thofe  inftruclions,  and 
mr.  fecretary  Coventry  ;  indeed  cannot  be  blamed 
in   believing  I  might   have  done  him   fdfne  wrong, 

when 
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when  fo    notorioufly  it   was  affirmed  before  his  Ma- 
jefty  himfelf  ;   but  I    cannot   think  you  have  altoge- 
ther dealt  (o    kindly   with    me,     who   mould  know 
me  better   than  to  imagine   any   indiredinefs    in   my 
proceedings.     I  did  never  till    now   fufpe£fc   you   of 
popifh    principles,     for  I    perceive    by    all   your  late 
letters,   that  you  firft  conclude  yourfelf  directed  by  an 
infallible    guide,  and  then  from  thence   argue  all  the 
reft  of  the  world  to  be  hereticks,  and  that   you  can- 
not communicate  with  them  ;  if  this  be  not  fo,  what 
mean  your  feveral  expreffions    to   fay    that   you    are 
Aire  you  are  in   the  right  ?  and  in  your  laft  letter  you 
fpeak  of  principles   agreed   on,    and  that  you  dtfire 
to  leave  me,  and  preferve  yourfelf  in  the  good  efteem 
of  honeft  men,  Sec.     whereas   it  is  impoffible  for  you 
to  know  all  the  circumftances  relating  to  this  govern- 
ment, and  the  private  orders    and  directions  I   have 
from  my  mafter,  and    confequently   cannot  judge  of 
the  plainnefs  and  evennefs    I  have  conftantly  ufed   in 
my  proceedings  in    matters  of  law  or   right  between 
man  and   man.      What  letters   foever   I  receive  from 
his  Majefty,  I  cannot  nor  will  obey  them  if  difagree- 
able  to  the   known  laws  of  the  land,   but  in    things 
indifferent,  or  the  difpofing  of  this  bufinefs  into  this 
or  the  other  hand,   for  inftance,  if  his  Majefty  mould 
command  me  to  hold  all  my  correfpondence  for  mat- 
ters  of  the  army   with   a  foot-man,   or  the   meaneft 
fervant  he  has,  I  would  be  punctual  in  the  performance 
thereof,   but    for   my  own   part  I   never    did  or  will 
advifc  the    putting   things    out  of  their   due  courfe, 
well    knowing  how  much  better   it   is   for  a  prince 
to  change  his  fervants  if  he  find  them  unlit  for  their 
places,   than  by  altering  the  approved  and  fettled  me- 
thods for  the  difpatch  of  his   bufinefs,  to   confound 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  affairs,  and  unhinge  even  the 
M  4  government 
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government  itfelf ;  but  I  hope  thefe  late  inflr unions, 
and  all  that  hath  been  done  upon  them,  when  the 
truth  comes  to  light,  will  be  more  to  my  advantage 
than  any  thing  that  hath  ever  happened.  I  do  wifh 
yourfelfto  take  warning  by  this  particular,  and  not 
to  be  over  hafty  in  judging  what  I  do,  who  have 
never  ftirred  one  inch  from  the  rules  I  firft  laid  down 
to  niyfelf.  Chriftian  charity  obliges  all  men  to  fpeak 
well  of  the  dead,  and  prudence  in  politicks  ought 
doubtlefs  to  engage  all  his.  Majefty's  minifters  at 
home  to  make  favourable  conftru&ions  of  the  actions 
of  thofe  who  are  employed  in  foreign  fervice,  and 
to  delay  the  giving  their  judgment  of  any  thing  they 
fee  or  hear  till  they  know  the  bottom.  I  hope 
mr.  Harbord's  over  bufy  humour  will  do  me  no 
prejudice  ;  I  defire  you  will  be  cautious  of  it,  and 
hold  him  to  a  plain  and  direct  courfe  ;  in  his  late 
letter  lie  hath  fully  opened  himfelf  concerning  the 
matter  of  EfTex-houfe,  viz.  that  becaufe  it  did  not 
come  through  his  means,  the  having  of  it  would  be 
inconvenient  to  me.  I  tell  you,  true  it  was,  that  I  ever 
fufpe&ed  him  to  be  in  the  foundation  of  thofe  ob- 
structions which  were  given  to  it,  and  I  have  of  a 
good  while  obferved  that  mr.  Harbord  has  fo  much 
aimed  at  the  governing  all  with  me,  and  the  be- 
ing mafter  has  made  me  refufe  many  things,  though 
indifferent  in  themfelves,  .  only  becaufe  he  propofed 
them,  and  this  I  fhall  continue  to  do  fo  long  as  I 
find  him  obftinate  in  his  way,  for  of  all  things  in 
the  world  I  cannot  bear  it  in  a  fervant  to  make  him- 
felf mafter.  I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  re- 
main, 

Your  moft  affectionate  brother, 

ESSEX, 
Part 


ARTHUR,  EARL  OF  ESSEX.      185 

Part   of  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  letter  to  lord  Conway, 
dated  May  26,    1674.      Numb.  I. 

"  I  confefs,  for  my  own  part,  I  have  ever  been 
"  of  opinion,  that  his  Majefty's  affairs  receive  much 
*•*  prejudice  by  not  fuffering  them  conftantly  to  run 
<c  in  their  due  channels  ;  that  is  to  fay,  matters  of 
"  the  revenue  perpetually  to  run  through  my  lord 
"  Treafurer's  hands  ;  queftions  of  gifts  and  grants 
"  through  my  lord  Keeper's  ;  arfairs  of  ftate  and  go- 
"  vernment  through  the  Secretary's.  And  of  this 
"  my  opinion  1  have  four  or  five  months  ago  given 
*'  his  Majefty  a  hint  in  one  of  my  letters,  but  hav- 
M  ing  never  received  any  directions  to  communicate 
**  his  Majefty's  bufinefs  to  any  other  than  my  lord  of 
"  Arlington,  I  have  conftantly  (as  a  good  fervant 
"  ought  to  do)    kept  the  courfe,  ISc. 

And  I  do  intend  for  the  future,  upon  the  grounds 
of  this  his  Majefty's  private  letter,  which  directs  me 
to  make  my  return  to  my  lord  Treafurer,  to  com- 
municate all  things  relating  to  the  revenue  by  that 
hand,  unlefs  I  fee  occafion  for  me  to  write  to  his 
Majefty  himfelf. 

Tart    of  my    letter  to    my   lord   Conway,  dated  June 
the  8th,   1674.     Numb.  II. 

. cc  The  letter  which  came  laft  concerning  thefe 

"  mills,  is  an  eminent  inftance  how  things  of  this 
?c  fort  are  paffed  there,  it  being  the  ufual  practice 
"  among  them  to  give  the  drawing  of  the  letter  to 
5C  the  party  concerned,  fo  as  he  puts  in  what  himfelf 
f*  pleafeth.     I  am  fure  this  method  gives  me  much 

"  trouble 
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cc  trouble  here,  but  this  I  only  fay  to  yourfelf  and  no 
"  other." 

Part  of  my  letter  to  my  lord  Ranelagh^  May  6,    1674, 
and  of  May   16,   1674.      Numb.   Ill, 

■  ■■■'  "  That  which  you  hyb  and  which  is  alfo  in- 
"  ferted  in  his  Majefty's  letter,  that  an  over-payment 
*'  in  ibme  parts  ought  to  balance  the  want  of  per- 
"  formance  in  others,  I  cannot,  I  confefs,  altogether 
*«  agree  to  :  and  tho'  his  Majefty  hath  in  his  letter 
•  declared  his  opinion,  yet,  I  conceive,  I  may  ne- 
<c  verthclefs,  with  fubmiffion  to  his  Majefty's  plea- 
•*  fure,  offer  my  fenfe  thereupon.  Thefe  over- 
cc  payments  ought  to  be  diftinguifhed,  and  the  par- 
<c  ticular  natures  of  each  of  them  confidered  .;  for  I 
*c  look  upon  the  payments  and  debts  of  your  lord- 
"  fhip's  undertaking  to  be  of  two  forts,  and  thefe 
"  either  fuch,  as  you  undertake  to  difcharge  by  cer- 
c*  tain  gales,  and  at  fuch  and  fuch  precife  times,  as 
tc  payments  on  the  eftablifhments,  the  debts  due  on 
<c  the  civil  and  military  lifts,  or  fuch  as  you  a*e 
cc  obliged  to  pay  only  before  Chriftmas,  1675^  as 
<c  debts  to  Patrick  Arthur,  earl  of  Anglefey,  purchafe- 
**  money  for  the  park,  &c.  Now,  if  any  of  thefe 
tc  latter  are  paid  before  the  end  of  the  term,  they 
cc  ought  not  to  come  in  balance  with  thofe  payments, 
*c  which  by  the  covenants  you  ought  to  make  at 
"  prefcribed  times.  Then,  for  his  Majefty's  letters 
"  and  gifts  of  bounty,  your  lordfhip  well  knows, 
"  that  much  of  the  rnifcarriage  of  his  Majefty's  bu- 
"  finefs  here  arofe  originally  from  hence,  that  divers 
cc  letters  for  gifts  and  gratuities  were  procured,  and 
"  thefe  were  difcfcarged,  and  the  publick  monies  left 
ic  unanfwered,  which  was  one  of  the  principal  caufes 

"  that 
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<c  that  made   way  for  your  lordfhip's  undertaking. 

"  Now,  if  the  pra&ice  be  ftill  to  comply  with  let- 

tc  ters  of  bounty,    before  neceffary  charges  and  debts 

M  due,  I  would  fain  know  how  the  kingdom  is  in  a 

"  better    condition    than    under    the    former    vice- 

u  treafurer,  and  wherein  the  publick  hath  an  advan- 

Ci  tage  by   the  undertaking  ?     Nay,  I  am  fure,   his 

tt  Majefty,    who  is  unfatisfied  with  the  actings  of  the 

46  former  vicc-treafurer  here   upon  this  very  point, 

u  cannot,  when  he  ferioufly  reflects  thereupon,  be 

"  contented  with  the  like  dealings  in  others.     Yet, 

"  I  confefs,  there  are  a  third  fort  of  payments,  which, 

"  the  neceflity  of  ftate,  obliged  his  Majefty  to  make; 

M  fuch  as  the  extraordinary  charges  for  the  regiments 

<c  maintained  in   England  :    and   thefe,   I   conceive, 

"  are  but   reafonable    to  be  allowed  ;   for   I  cannot 

"  but   agree,  that  publick  monies  may  be  permitted 

"  to  balance  publick  monies  ;   tho'  I  fee  no  ground, 

"  why  private  ones  fhould  bear  the  like  weight  in 

"  that  fcale." 

Part  of  my  letter  to  my  lord  Ranelagb^   May  16,  1674. 
Numb.   III. 


"   Some  claufes  there  are  in  mine,   relating  to 

"  his  Majefty's  letters  of  bounty,  wherein,  I  con- 
"  fefs,  I  have  been  very  free  in  giving  my  opinion  ; 
"  but  yet,  I  conceive,  I  have  faid  nothing  drf- 
u  confonant  to  prudence  or  good  reafon  ;  and  if  your 
"  lordfhip  pleafe  to  turn  it  the  right  wav,  I  be- 
c<  lieve  very  good  ufe  may  be  made  thereof  )  his 
"  Majefty's  fervice  :  for  when  your  lordfhip  fhall 
"  m;  ke  it  appear  how  backward  I  am  to  aDovv  thefe 
"  by-expences  upon  your  account,  you  may  the  bet- 
*  ter  take  upon  you  to  obfiruft  the  grants  for  the 
"  future." 

To 
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To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,   April  27,  1675, 

YOURS  of  the  20th  I  have  received,  and  witb 
it  fome  papers  enclofed,  relating  to  a  concern 
of  my  lord  Chamberlain's  in  the  lapfed  money.  I 
have  not  known  any  fund  in  Ireland  but  has  ever 
been  overcharged  with  payments,  and  if  this  be  not, 
'tis  very  good  fortune  to  thofe  who  have  claims  to 
parts  of  it.  However,  looking  back  into  this  mat- 
ter, I  perceive  by  his  Majefty's  late  letter,  that  he 
has  referved  to  himfelf  the  giving  preference  of  pay- 
ment to  any  who  have  grants  on  this  fund  ;  for  the 
words  are,  "  And  the  monies,  fo  affefled  and  levied, 
"  you  are  to  caufe  to  be  iffued  and  paid,  in  fuch 
<c  manner  as  We  {hall  think  fit  to  direct,  to  the  per- 
cc  fons  to  whom  We  have  granted  the  fame."  Tho' 
the  letter  was  counterfigned  by  yourfelf,  yet  for  your 
better  information,  I  have  fent  you  a  true  copy  of 
the  latter  end  thereof.  I  am  not  at  all  interefted  for 
Sir  John  Davies,  or  Major  Bolton  (the  latter  of 
whom  I  never  faw)  further  than  apprehending  their 
pretcnfions  to  be  juft,  to  fend  them  over  to  you  ; 
but  for  my  lord  chamberlain,  I  have  a  particular 
refpecl:,  and  mail  ever  be  ready  to  ferve  him  in  any 
concern  of  his  ;  wherefore  I  cannot  agree  with  his 
lordfhip  in  what  he  fays  in  his  letter  to  you,  that  'tis 
difficult  to  find  out  by  what  merit  or  heraldry  any 
lord  of  Orrery  (hould  pretend  to.  a  preference  before 
himfelf  and  the  other  fecretaries  :  but  in  this  cafe,  the 
King's  pleafure  is  doubtlefs  a  law  ;  and  therefore  I 
conceive  it  were  beft  my  lord  Chamberlain,  and  thofe 
others  concerned  with  him,  had  a  letter  to  take  place 
immediately  after  my  lord  of  Orrery's  fatisfa&ion. 

And 
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And  when  I  am  armed  with  fuch  an  order,  his  lord- 
(hip   may  reft  fecure    (if  I  continue  in   the  govern- 
ment) he  fhall  have  right  done  him.     I  am  very  glad 
his  Majefty  will   himfelf  adjuft  this    affair,  concern- 
ing   letters   to   be  fent  into   this  kingdom.     'Tis    a 
difficult  tafk  I  have    in  hand  ;   for  if   I  difobey  or- 
ders   (I    mean  fuch  wherein    there    is  no  illegality) 
his   Majefty  has  juft  caufe  to  caft  me  off;  and,  if  I 
obey  them,  fome  of  his  minifters  take  it  ill  from  me, 
that  they  may  have  not  the  refpedts  due  to  their  pla- 
ces.    And  at  laft,  when  things  come  to  be  examined, 
I  being  abfent,  the  whole  blame  of  all  irregularities 
is  caft  upon  me,  as  if  I  defired  and  procured  inftruc- 
tions  without  communicating  any  thing  to  the  proper 
minifter  ;  whereas,   indeed,    I  never  wrote  one  fylla- 
ble  to  that  effecl:.     And  I  have  ftrictly  perufed  all  my 
letters,  either   to  my  lord  Treafurer,    lord  Conway 
or  lord  Ranelagh,  from  the  firft  of  January  1673-4, 
till  the  nth  of  Auguft  1674,  which  was  the  day  I 
received   thefe  private  inftrudtions  ;  and  do  not  find 
one  word  tending  towards  the  propofing  any  new  in- 
ftru&ions  in   general,  much   lefs  thefe  in  particular  ; 
and  therefore  I  hope,  if  any  thing  hath  been  faid, 
as  if  I  had  been  the  author  or  contriver  of  them,  you 
will  be  pleafed,   in  fuch  manner  as  you  think  fit,  to 
clear  me  of  it.     And  as  truth  needs  no  fubterfuges, 
but  when  it   comes  to  the  light  is  always  of  advan- 
tage to  thofe  that  guide  themfelves  by  it ;  fo  I  doubt 
not  but  you  will  hereafter,  feeing  the  wrong  which 
has  been  done  me  in  the  tranfa£tion  of  this   affair, 
take  fuch  meafures  of  me  and  my  proceedings,  as  for 
the  future  never  to  have  any  unkind  imaginations  of 
me.     I  do  with  fome  impatience  long  to  hear  the  re- 
ceipt of  my   laft   letters,   and   that   my  brother  hath 
communicated   co   you  what  I   then  wrote   to  him. 

The 
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The  ifland  of  Ennis  Boffine  is  always  kept  garrifon'd  ; 
being  fome  leagues  from  land,  there  is  a  neceffity  of 
maintaining  a  boat  there  to  fetch  provifions  for  them. 
Formerly  a  little  (hip  was  employed  for  the  fervice  of 
this  place  and  the  ifle  of  Arran,  which  being  long 
laid  up  in  Galway,  is  become  fo  rotten,  as  'tis  daily 
ilolen  away  by  pieces.  The  enclofed  is  from  the  re- 
ceiver of  his  Majefty's  revenue  in  thofe  quarters,  and 
will  inform  you  what  condition  this  fhip  is  in  ;  but 
in  regard  (hipping  is  in  the  nature  of  munition  for 
the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  I  would  not  difpofe  of 
it  without  an  order  from  England.  That  therefore 
which  I  defire  of  you  is,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
acquaint  the  lords  commiffioners  of  the  admiralty 
herewith,  to  the  end  I  may  have  their  directions  to 
appoint  fome  principal  perfons  of  the  town  (the  mayor 
and  governors  being  now  in  England)  to  value  and 
fell  the  (hip,  and  with  the  money  to  buy  a  boat, 
which  I  am  told  will  not  coft  above  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  pounds,  for  the  ufe  of  the  garrifon  of  this  ifland. 
Methinks  the  parliament  feems  very  warm  in  their 
debates,  and  muft  needs  make  work  enough  upon  all 
your  hands  in  England.  I  wifh  this  fefiions  may  prove 
happy,  and  remain, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  Mr.  Harbord. 

Dublin  Caftle,  April  27,  1675. 
Mr.  Harbord, 

AT   the  foot  of  my  laft  I   told  you  I  had  yours 
of  the   20th.     If  the  Treafurer  or   any  other 
did  afTert  that  I  wrote  either  for  the  very  inft.ruc~t.ions, 
or  any   inflru&ions  whatfoever,  they  have  done  me 
wrong  in  it,   being  abfolutely  falfe.     I  perceive  you 
are  alfo  in  an  error,  in  apprehending  that  by  the  in- 
ftru&ions  his  Majefty  referves  to  himfelf  a  power  to 
difpofe  of  lands  and  monies  in  this  kingdom  by  a  line 
of  his  own  hand.     The  inftructions  do  direct,  that  I 
(hall  pafs   no  lands  upon  any    letters,  unlefs   it   has 
been  referred  to  my  lord  Treafurer,  and  his  report  in- 
ferted  in  the  preamble  thereof ;  yet  with  this  excep- 
tion, unlefs  the  contrary  be  written  to   me  with  trie 
King's  own  hand  ;  which  direction   muft  be  under- 
flood  thus,  that  I  may  pafs  fuch  letters  as  come  to  my 
lord  Treafurer's  report,  but  other  letters,  where  his 
report  is  left  out,  are  not  to  proceed,  unlefs  feconded 
by  a  private  letter  from  the  King  himfelf  j   not  that: 
a  private    letter    alone    fhould   pafs  lands,  &c.    but 
only  that  a  private  letter   fhould  fuperfede  thefe  in- 
ftru&ions.     You   tell   me,  that  yourfelf  and  my  lord 
Ranelagh  were  to  meet  at  my  lord   Treafurer's,  to 
prepare  inftru&ions  for  the  future,   fuch  as  were  fit  to 
be   feen   by  all    men,    and   ufeful  and   necefTary   for 
grants.     You  that  fee  what  work  hath   been   made 
already  of  thofe  inftru&ions  to  my  difadvantage,  I  do 
wonder  you  mould  engage  yourfelf  with  any  faction 
or  party   in  drawing  new  ones,     whatever  you   do, 
being  in  a  manner  conftrued  my  a£L     If  his  Majefty 
thinks  fit  to  fend  me  any  commands,  I   fhall  obey 

them  ; 
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them  -,  but  as  for  new  inftru&ions,  let  his  Maiefty 
appoint  whom  he  pleafeth  to  form  them,  and  I  am 
fatisfied  ;  but  yet  the  more  favourable  way  would  be 
to  let  me  have  the  heads  of  them,  that  I  may  offer 
my  objections  againft  them  before  they  be  figned. 

As  to  the  compofure  between  my   lord  Treafurer 
and  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry,  I  am  very  glad  to  hear 
that  his  Majefty's  minifters  are  like  to  accord  better 
than  heretofore  ;  but  yet  I  muft  tell  you,  that  I  ought 
to  have  right   done  me  in   the   thing,   and   that   the 
privy  council  fhould  not  believe  I  moved  for  thefe  in- 
ftructions  when  I  did  not  :  for  I  had  rather  lofe  my 
employment,  tho'  it  were  ten  times  the  value   it  is, 
than  not  ferve  as  a   man  of  honour.     You  have  now 
at  length  cleared  the  matter  concerning  Effex-houfe, 
viz.  that  becaufe  yourfelf  was  not  employed   in  the 
affair,  you  judged   it  inconvenient  for  me  to  have  it* 
I  cannot  compare   this  with  any  thing  better,    than 
that  which  you  tell  me  in  the  end   of  your  letter, 
namely,  that  in  cafe  money  be  afked  in  the  houfe  by 
any  of  the  Treafurer*  s  friends,  the  oppofite  party  are 
immediately  refolved   to  put  in  a  charge  againft  the 
Treafurer  ;  fo  as  in  the  mean  time  his  Majefty's  af- 
fairs are  in  a  good  pofture,  fince  the  two  factions  are 
feparably  refolved,    that  the  publick  fhall  not  be  fup- 
plied,  unlefs    it  come  purely  by  one  of  their  means, 
each  endeavouring  by  fome  by-way   to  obfrruc~T.  what 
the  other  doth.    And  in  the  like  manner  v/ill  my  own 
concerns  be,  if  you  hold   to   thefe  methods,   not  to 
let  any  thing   be  done  but  what  yourfelf  has  a  hand 
in,  and  are  the  doer  thereof ;  which  I  hope  you  will 
take  v/arning  for  the  future,  rather  to  obferve  what  I 
direct,  than  to  oppofe  things  becaufe  you  did  not  ad- 
vife  them.     In  relation  to  the   houfe  itfelf,  though  I 
would  be  glad  to  be  mafter  of  it,  if  it  might  come 

fairly 
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fairly  and  handfomely,  and  like  it  the  beft  of  any  feat 
about  the  town  ;  yet  I  never  defired,  or  would  engage 
any  of  my  friends  for  ads  of  parliament  to  ferve 
private  turns.  But  if  in  the  common  prohibition  of 
new  buildings,  the  turning  of  this  into  tenements  be 
obftru&ed,  I  would  not  omit  the  opportunity  of  going 
on  with  that  purchafe  ;  and  this  you  may  let  any  of 
the  members  of  parliament  know,  either  of  mine  or 
your  own  acquaintance.  In  cafe  any  thing  mould  be 
ftirring  in  parliament,  as  if  I  combined  with  my  lord 
Treafurer  to  divert  the  methods  of  government  in 
this  kingdom,  that  which  I  have  writ  at  large  to  my 
brother  in  one  by  this  packet,  and  two  other  letters, 
will  fufficiently  inftruc~T.  both  him  and  you  what  to 
anfwer  in  it.  You  need  not  be  nice  in  telling  any  of 
the  members  the  truth,  fhould  there  be  occafion  for 
it  :  for  I  am  apt  to  believe,  if  you  manage  the  affair 
rightly  in  England,  the  plain  dealing  which  I  have 
fteadily  purfued,  when  it  comes  to  light,  will  fix  me 
firmer  both  in  the  favour  of  his  Maj^fty,  and  the 
efteem  of  all  good  men,  than  ever  I  could  have  been, 
had  not  this  inftance  to  demonftrate  r,   arrived. 

I  have  fome  few  days  hnce  received  a  letter  from 
the  duke  of  Monmouth  concerning  young  Mr. 
Sarsfield's  death,  and  other  particulars  relating  to  that 
eftate.  Let  the  Duke  know,  that  I  have  only  de- 
layed the  anfwering  his  letter,  till  I  have  advifed 
with  the  King's  council  here,  and  that  in  a  little  time 
I  (hall  be  able  to  return  him  an  account  which  will 
be  fatisfa&ory.      I  am, 

Your  mod  affeclionate  fiienJ, 

ESSEX. 

N  T« 
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To  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  29,   1675. 

AMONG  the  other  objections  which  have 
been  ftarted  concerning  my  late  inftru&ions, 
I  do  hear  that  it  has  been  alledged,  that  I  fnyfelf  put 
the  affairs  of  grants,  &c.  out  of  the  tract,  by  mak- 
ing application  to  my  lord  Treafurer  on  the  fcore  of 
fome  lands  here.  How  frivolous  this  alfo  is,  the 
papers  enclofed  will  fully  convince  you  :  the  truth 
of  the  matter  was  this  ;  I  am  fworn  by  my  oath,  not 
to  fufFer  any  thing  to  his  Majefty's  difherifon,  and 
having  a  difcovery  made  to  me,  that  the  mills  and 
iifhings  of  Kilmainham,  (then  in  the  pretended  pof- 
feffion  of  Sir  Maurice  Euftace)  did  of  right  belong 
to  the  King,  I  ordered  Mr.  Sollicitor  and  Mr.  fer- 
jeant  Reynell  (the  latter  of  which  hath  always  been 
of  Sir  Maurice  Euftace's  counfel)  to  ftate  the  cafe  : 
and  I  dealt  fo  fairly  with  Sir  Maurice  Euftace  in  the 
matter,  that  I  told  him  of  it  ;  and  he  either  was,  or 
might  have  been  there,  whilft  it  was  drawing  up.  This 
cafe  I  fent  into  England  to  my  lord  of  Arlington,  ac- 
quainting his  Majefty  with  the  fituation  of  thefe  mills 
in  the  middle  of  the  Park,  and  how  necefTary  they 
were  to  the  fword,  as  alfo  that  the  landing  belonging 
to  the  Caftle,  ftood  upon  that  ground  ;  and  that  Sir 
Maurice  Euftace  demanded  rent  for  the  fame,  which 
had  never  been  required  of  any  former  governors. 
Hereupon,  I  had  a  letter  under  the  fignet,  dated  the 
I2th  of  February,  1673-4,  directing  rhe  to  profecutfc 
the  King's  right ;  but  Sir  Maurice  Euftace  being  then 
or  foon  after  in  England,  petitioned  his  Majefty  to 
revoke  this  letter.  This  petition  being  referred  to 
me,  I  made  a  report  thereupon  to  his  Majefty,  which 

report 
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report  I  defire  you  will  read  deliberately,    and  obferve 
howmodeft  it  is.     Afterwards  my  Jord  of  Arlington's 
letter  of  the  24th  of  March  came,  ordering   me   to 
take  poiTeflion  in  his  Majefty's  behalf,   which  I  ac- 
cordingly did.     Sir  Maurice   Euftace  being  very  ill 
pleafed  that  the  King  mould  have  that  which  was  his 
own,  inftead   of  purfuing  his  claim  in  a   legal   way, 
fell  foul   upon  me,   and  both  in  fpeeches  at  London, 
and  very  unhandfome  letters  hither  (which  letters  I 
have  feen)  told  every  body  that  he  had  a  conteft  with 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,   and  that  he  would  be  too  hard 
JTor   him  :    nay,    he  combined  with    colonel   Richard 
Talbot,   (who  fince  my  coming  hath  conftantly   been 
watching   to   do  me  injuries)   to  draw  up  fome  heads 
in  a  piece  of  paper,  exprefling  my  mifbehaviour  and 
mifcarriages  concerning  the  government  here  ;  which 
paper  was  by  Dick  Talbot  fhewed  to  his  Majefty,  and 
have  by    me   a    copy  of  the  feveral    points  wherof  it 
confided.     His  Majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give 
colonel  Talbot  this   anfwer  :   That  he  looked  upon 
the  matters  in  themfelves  to  be  very  frivolous  ;  and 
bcfides,   did  not  believe  any  of  them  to  be  true.    Yet, 
after  all  this,  by  the  afliftance   of  Mr.  Brunker  and 
Mr.  Bridgman,   Sir   Maurice  Euftace   procured  a  let- 
ter,   counterfigned   by    my  lord    of  Arlington,  com- 
manding me   forthwith  to   deliver    back  poffeftion  a- 
gain  ;    and   in  doing   that,  played   an   ill   cheat  too, 
for  he  fhewed  Mr.  Harbord  another  form  of  a  letter, 
which  was  only  to  give  a  confirmation  for  the   mills, 
and  not  to  ftir  the  poflbffion,   and   that  Mr.  Harbord 
confented    to  ;      but   afterwards,     by  the    means  of 
thefe  men,  he  got  the  other  letter  figned,  pretending 
Mr.  Harbord  had  agreed  to  it.     I  muft  confefs,  I  was 
not  more  diftafted  at  the  thing,  than  at  the  perfons 
who  were  made  ufe  of  in  the  matter .  and  above  all,  I 
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could   not  but  take  it  extream  ill  from  my   lord  of 
Arlington,  with  whom  I  ever  had  fo   fair  a  corref- 
pondence,    to   ufe  me   thus.     Yet    then   I    was    far 
from  endeavouring   to  put  things  out  of  their  proper 
channel,  but  proceeded  openly  and  plainly.     I  wrote 
to  my  lord  of  Arlington  upon  this  fubje£t,  and  alfo 
to  his  Majefty  himfelf,  and  likewife  to  my  lord  Trea- 
surer,  all  dated  June  the  8th,  1674  ;  and  in  that  lat- 
ter letter  to  my  lord  Treafurer  only  faid  this,  "  I  am 
"  not  one  that  fhall    ever  defire    to   ftraighten   his 
u  Majefty's  hands  in  beftowing  his  graces  upon  any 
f<  perfon,   &c.  yet  I   would  be  glad  that  in  this  par- 
*'  ticular  cafe  my  honour  may  alfo  be  confidered.     If 
"  therefore  your  lordfhip  can  find  any  expedient  to 
*c  accommodate  both,  you  will  mightily  oblige,  Sec.*' 
After  which    came    a   fignification  of  his    Majefty's 
pleafure,  that  I  fhould   continue    the  pofTeflion,  and 
that   Sir  Maurice  Euftace  fhould   take  the   price  for 
them  that  they  were  reafonably  worth  :  but  whether 
this  fignification  were  by  a  former  letter  counterfigned 
by    either  of  the   fecretaries,    or    by  any   intimation 
from  my  lord  Treafurer,  or  what  other  way  I  cannot 
fay,   having  looked  my  letters  over,    but  cannot  rea- 
dily find  it.     Copies  of  the  things   that  are  material 
in  this  affair,  I  have  herewith   enclofed  j  and  tho'  I 
know  you   are  full  of  bufinefs  this  pailiament   time2 
yet  1  hope  you  will  allow,  me  half  an  hour  to  perufe 
them.     One  point  more  I  hear  is  locked  upon  as  con- 
fiderable  in   this  cafe,  which  is,  from  the  directions 
to  keep   the   inftru&ions   private,   when  they    fhould 
come  :   and  as  to  that,    I   fay,   my  lord  Rantlagh  de- 
livered it  to  me  as  the  King's  order,  that  they  fhould 
be  kept   fecret  ;     and  I   do    well  remember  he  gave 
this  reafon  withal,  that  fhould  they  be  made  publick3 
it  would  render  them  ufelefs,  for  evsry  man  would  in 

his 


ARTHUR,  EARL  OF  ESSEX.      197 

his  letter  get  a  non  objiante  to  them.  His  lordfhip 
fcrought  with  him  a  private  letter,  written  with  his 
Majefty's  own  hand,  recommending  him  to  me,  fo  as 
J  had  no  reafon  to  believe  it  other  than  truth  what 
he  faid  ;  if  it  be  falfe,  let  him  anfwer  for  it.  And 
now  having  removed  all  the  objections  that  either  I 
have  heard  of  or  can  imagine  upon  this  fubjecl:,  I  do 
afliireyou,  that  not  only  my  judgment  and  reafon  tells 
me,  but  even  the  conftant  current  of  all  the  letters  I 
have  wrote  into  England,  do,  as  much  as  was  fit  for 
me,  to  urge  the  keeping  of  his  Majefty's  bufinefs  in 
the  proper  officers  hands  ;  for  I  am  certain,  'tis  bet- 
ter for  the  King  to  change  any  fervant  he  hath,  than 
£0  confound  the  methods  of  difpatching  his  affairs  : 
and  as  I  have  ever  had  a  moft  particular  regard  and 
kindnefs  for  your  perfon,  fo  I  doubt  not  but  the  con- 
viclion  you  will  have  by  the  letters  and  papers  I  have 
fent  over  of  my  plain  dealing,  both  to  yourfelf,  and 
all  others  his  Majefty's  minifters,  will  for  ever  con- 
firm and  fettle  me  in  your  good  opinion  :  and  that 
thefe  falfe  fuggeftions,  which  have  been  alledged  to 
my  prejudice,  may  turn  to  fo  good  an  end,  is  the  ear* 
jieft  defire  of, 

Your  moft  faithful, 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

.ESSEX. 

Among  the  papers  enclofed  is  a  letter  to  my  lord 
of  Arlington,  which  being  the  only  pafTage  of  un- 
Jtindnefs  ever  between  us,  I  hope  you  will  keep  to 
yourfelf,  we  having  fince  been  very  good  friends. 

N  3  Together 
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Together  with  this  letter  were  tranfmitted  to  Mr. 
fecretary  Coventry,  the  ftate  of  the  cafe  of  Kilmain- 
ham  mills,  Sir  Maurice  EuftaceY  petition,  reference, 
and  my  report,  as  alfo  copies  of  two  of  my  letters 
to  my  lord  of  Arlington  and  lord  Treafurer. 


To  Mr.  Harbord. 

Dublin  Caftle,   April  29,   1675. 
Mr.  Harbord, 

YOURS  of  the  24th  is  come  to  my  hands.  I 
have  faid  fo  much  in  my  late  letters  concern- 
ing the  affair  of  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry,  that  there 
is  little  to  be  added,  only  fince,  it  is  affirmed  that 
thefe  inftruclions  were  not  to  be  kept  private,  and 
that  thofe  concerning  the  northern  forces  mould  be 
kept  private.  I  mull  tell  you,  that  when  my  lord 
Ranelagh  delivered  the  inftruclions  to  me,  which  was 
the  nth  day  of  Auguft,  I  afked  him  whether  they 
were  to  be  kept  private,  or  no  ?  and  he  told  me 
they  were,  and  gave  this  for  a  reafon,  that  if  they 
were  known,  men  would  get  claufes  and  non  obftantes 
in  their  letters  to  fuperfede  them.  I  had  no  reafon 
to  fufpecl:  the  credit  of  what  his  lordfhip  delivered, 
in  regard  he  was  a  privy  council  of  this  kingdom  j 
but  chiefly  becaufe  he  brought  a  private  letter,  writ- 
ten with  the  King's  own  hand,  recommending  him 
very  much  to  me.  As  for  the  other  inftruclions,  re- 
lating to  the  northern  expedition,  I  received  them  by 
the  hand  of  Sir  Arthur  Forbefe,  who  told  me  withal, 
that  I  was  to  hold  my  intelligence  concerning  them 
with  my  lord  Treafurer,  and  him  only,  but  faid  not 
one  word   of  keeping    them  private   :    and    for   that 

point. 
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point,  of  holding  my  correfpondence  with  my  lord 
Treafurer,  the  King's  command  by  Sir  Arthur  Forbefe 
is  a  fufficient  authority.  I  hear  alfo,  trtere  is  much 
noife  made,  as  if  I  put  the  affair  of  grants,  &c.  out 
of  the  common  road,  by  applying  myfelf  to  my  lord 
Treasurer  in  the  cafe  of  Kilmainham  mills.  I  have 
wrote  at  large  to  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry  upon  that 
fubje£r,  and  fufficiently  cleared  the  point  ;  yet  have 
left  fomething  to  your  narrative,  which  you  cannot  but 
remember.  To  conclude,  if  ever  I  have  been,  or 
fhall  be  blemifhed  for  putting  things  out  of  order, 
in  relation  to  this  government,  and  fuggeftions  of 
this  nature,  offered  either  in  council  or  elfewhere,  I 
ck>  hope  and  expect,  that  my  friends  will  not  let  it 
reft  till  I  am  fatisfied  in  the  thing.  My  carriage  has 
been  fo  plain  and  clear  in  an  exact  obedience  and 
conformity  to  his  Majefty's  commands,  and  paying  a 
due  refpect  to  all  his  mlnifters  in  their  feveral  {ra- 
tions ;  as  I  am  fure  it  would  be  for  my  advantage,  if 
all  my  letters  and  tranfactions  were  ported  up  for  all 
men  to  fee  and  cenfure.  But  I  will  rather  fuffer  my- 
felf to  be  made  a  pack-horfe  than  bear  other  mens 
faults, 

I  remain, 

Your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX. 

P.  S.  I  have  given  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry  an  ac- 
count that  the  directions  to  keep  my  inftruclions  pri- 
vate, came  from  my  lord  Ranelagh,  fo  as  I  fuppofe 
that  will  clear  my  lord  Treafurer  of  it.  I  have  my 
brother's  of  the  twenty  fourth  of  April, 


N  4  To 
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To  Mr.  Thinne. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  April  29,  1675. 

HAVING  conftantly  wrote  to  mr.  fecretary 
Coventry  by  the  late  pacquets,  I  have  no- 
thing to  tell  you,  but  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  feveral  of  the  letters  of  the  13th,  17th,  and 
24th  of  April,  which  have  all  come  fafe  to  my 
hands. 

I  remain, 

Your  moft  affectionate  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  lord  Afton. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  May  1,  1675, 

F  T  is  fome  time  fince  that  I  received  your  lord- 
-*•  fhip's  letter  of  the  22d  of  March  ;  often  the 
crowd  of  bufinefs,  and  at  other  times  my  lord  of 
Carlingford  being  out  of  town,  who  beft  knew  how 
to  direct  the  anfwer,  has  hindered  me  thus  long 
from  making  you  a  return,  for  which  I  defire  your 
pardon.  I  am  forry  ,that  the  ill  will  of  fome  of 
your  lordfhip's  neighbours  is  fo  great  as  to  neceflitate 
you  to  quit  the  kingdom,  the  offer  •  you  make  me 
of  the  purchafe  of  Standon,  I  give  you  thanks  for, 
but  truly  I  am  not  a  man  who  have  fo  well  im- 
proved my  time  here,  as  to  put  myfelf  into  a  con- 
dition of  purchafmg,  tho'  I  confefs    if  I  were,  this 
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lying  fo  near  one  of  my  own  houfes,  I  fhould  de- 
fire  it  rather  than  any  other  •  it  is  in  To  good  a 
hand  now,  that  it  troubles  me  it  muft  remove.  I 
do  not  readily  know  any  one  that  can  deal  for  fo 
great  a  thing,  and  I  believe  your  lordfhip  will  be 
forced  to  fell  it  in  parcels,  the  fum  being  fo  con- 
fiderable  as  few  men  have  enough  by  them  to  go 
through  therewith.  My  lord  of  Carlingford  and  I 
often  talk  of  your  lordfhip,  and  have  many  times  wifhed 
you  here,  tho'  I  cannot  hope  for  that  good  fortune, 
yet  do  affure  your  lordfhip,  that  wherefoever  you  are, 
you  (hall  not  find  any  body  with  more  truth  and 
reality  yours,   than 

Your   lordfhip's, 

moft  faithful  humble  fervanr, 

ESSEX. 

To  Sir  Henry  Capel. 

Dear  Brother,  Dublin  Caftle,  May  1,  1675. 

I  Have  wrote  fo  lately  and  fo  fully  to  yourfelf 
and  mr.  fecretary  Coventry,  as  I  have  little  to 
fay,  only  of  a  paper  I  received  of  fome  votes  of  the 
houfe  of  Commons.  I  find  that  there  is  a  claufe 
which  mentions,  that  on  Saturday  the  24th  of  April, 
it  was  voted  that  an  addrefs  be  made  to  his  Majefty 
to  prevent  any  further  anticipation  or  charge  of 
the  cuftoms  of  England  or  Ireland,  and  this  I  hear 
was  grounded  on  the  confideration  of  the  condi- 
tion  of    the    navy.     I    do    a    little    wonder     there 
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being  feveral  privy  counfellors  of  Ireland  in  the  houfe, 
that  none  of  them  fhould  better  inform  the  houfe 
of  the  condition  of  this  country,  for  I  perceive  that 
fcarce  any  votes  pafs  in  relation  to  us,  but  many 
errors  are  committed  therein  by  not  knowing  the 
laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  cuftoms  and  practices 
here  ;  for  the  particular  now  infifted  on  of  the  cuftoms 
of  Ireland,  they  have  ever  been  applied  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  government  and  pay  of  the  army,  and 
not  of  the  (hipping ;  but  as  to  the  anticipation  of 
this  or  any  other  part  of  the  revenue,  I  have  been 
fo  utter  an  enemy  to  it,  as  I  have  refufed  the  King's 
letters,  and  made  reprefentations  into  England  to  flop 
them,  and  if  fuch  papers  were  neceflary  I  would 
lend  over  copies  unto  you, 

Yourfelf  and  mr.  Harbord  have  a  very  fair  game 
to  play  jn  relation  to  me,  that  is  to  fay,  to  avoid  all 
fhufRings  and  difguifes,  and  to  let  my  actings  appear 
naked  and  open,  which  I  am  certain  muft  juftify  me  ; 
wherefore  I  defire  you  will  both  of  you  endeavour 
to  make  his  Majefty  fenfible  that  I  am  punctual  in 
obeying  his  commands  in  all  legal  things,  and  where 
any  happen  to  flip  which  are  otherwife,  or  incon- 
venient to  his  fervice,  I  do  conftantly  make  reports 
upon  them  to  fuch  perfons  as  htmfelf  directs  me, 
and  that  no  frowns  of  any  of  his  minifters  how  great 
ioever,  (hall  ever  divert  me  from  this  courfe,  and  then 
to  all  his  minifters  as  Treafurers,  Secretaries,  &c. 
you  may  allure  them  that  I  do  and  will  conftantly 
keep  the  bufinefs  of  this  kingdom,  as  far  as  in  me 
lyes  to  its  proper  officers,  unlefs  his  Majefty  com- 
mands the  contrary,  in  which  cafe  it  is  my  duty  to 
obey  him.  I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  hope 
mr.  Harbord  and  yourfelf  will  continue  your  care  of 
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me,  and  to  recommend  to  you  the  managing  of  it 
with  the  greateft   plainnefs  imaginable, 

I  remain, 

Your  moft  affectionate  brother, 

ESSEX. 

The  paper  enclofed  being  part  of  a  letter  from  my 
lord  of  Arlington  to  me,  I  defire  you  to  deliver  to 
mr.  fecretary  Coventry  ;  it  belongs  to  fome  other 
papers  which  I  fent  him  the  29th  of  April,  here- 
with you  will  alfo  receive  two  bills  for  five  hundred 
pounds. 

To  Mr.  Harbord. 

Mr.  Harbord,  Dublin  Caftle,  May  4,  1675. 

I  Do  very  much  long  to  hear  of  the  receipt  cf  my 
late  letters  concerning  trie  inftruclions  which  were 
brought  me  by  my  lord  Ranelagh.  I  hope  a  port,  or 
two  will  bring  me  an  account  of  them.  I  would  have 
you  to  acquaint  his  Majefly  that  the  books  of  the 
difpofition  of  lands  here  by  the  court  of  claims  are 
now  compleated,  and  will  be  ready  to  be  fent  with- 
in a  fortnight.  I  conceive  whilft  the  parliament  fits 
there  will  belittle  leifure  to  look  into  things  of  this 
fort,  but  fo  foon  as  I  hear  of  a  recefs  I  fhall  fend  a 
perfon  over  with  them,  together  with  a  memorial 
that  may  lead  to  the  ufe  of  thefe  books  themfelves  ; 
as  alfo  fome  propofals  relating  to  the  method  of  the 
difpofing  of  the  lands  which  fhall  be  recovered,  &c. 
I  remain,    Your  moll  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX, 

To 
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To  the  Earl  of  Shaftfbury. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,    May  4,    1675,, 

HAving  formerly  troubled  your  lordfhip  with  a 
letter  of  mine  in  a  cafe  depending  before  the 
houfe  of  peers  between  my  lord  Loftus  and  mr.  Bar- 
ret, wherein  I  received  your  lordfhip's  favour,  that 
it  might  receive  a  difpatch,  and  that  men  might  not 
be  wearied  out  with  tedious  and  expenfive  fuits,  and 
with  the  long  attendance  required  to  them  ;  and  hear- 
ing that  the  caufe  is  now  again  brought  before  the 
lords  in  pailiament,  I  could  not  refufe  the  defire  of 
my  lord  Loftus,  to  remind  your  lordfhip  of  this  my 
former  letter  ;  and  alfo  to  acquaint  your  lordfhip,  that 
fince  that  time,  upon  a  petition  of  mr.  Barrett,  and 
reference  to  me  from  his  Majefty,  I  was  obliged  to 
examine  the  whole  affair  j  it  afked  me  two  whole 
days  hearing,  I  took  the  two  chief  judges  (my  lord 
chief  juftice  Booth  being  then  in  England)  to  my 
affiftance,  and  I  made  a  report  thereupon  to  his  Ma- 
jefty, which  I  have  done  with  all  the  care  and  juftice 
I  could  ;  both  parties  had  cqpies  of  this  report,  fo  as 
I  fuppofe  my  lord  Loftus's  agent  will  ihew  your  lord- 
fhip one  of  them,  and  therein  I  have  faid  all  that 
^occurred  to  me  as  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe.  I  fhall 
not  in  matters  of  juftice  recommend  any  thing  one 
way  or  other,  only  give  what  help  I  can  for  informa- 
tion, which  having  done,  I  fhall  trouble  your  lord- 
$iip  no  further,  but  remain 

Your  lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervanr, 

ESSEX, 

Tq 
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To  Sir  Henry  Capel. 

Dear  Brother,  Dublin  Caftle,   May  8,  1675, 

I  Have  yours  of  the  27th   of  April,  giving   me  an 
account  of  fome  proceedings  in  parliament.    You 
feem  very  much  joyed  that  I  was  not  named  in  that 
part  of  my  lordTreafurer's  impeachment  which  related 
to  this  country.    Tho*  I  think  no  one  would  defire  to 
be  named  in   the  houfe  of  commons  by  way  of  crimi- 
nation, yet   I  doubt  not   but  this  houfe  of  commons 
are  in  all  refpe&s   as  worthy  and  juft   as  any  other 
have  been,  and  that  fo   wife  a  body  as  they,   will  not 
believe  a  man  to  be  faulty  only  becaufe  fome  one  ma- 
licious  perfon  fays   he  is.  The   particular  which  was  v\ 
hinted  to  me  was  to  this  effect  :  that  I  had  combined 
with  my  lord  Treafurer  t$  introduce  new  methods  for 
the  "oHfpatch  of  Irifh   bufinefs.     I   am  fure   the  late 
JettersTITave   writ,  if  they   are  come  to  your  hands, 
are  fufficient  to  (hew  the  contrary  ;  and  the   private 
inftru&ions  which   are   the  things  pointed  at  in  my 
lord  Treafurer's  impeachment  were  procured  in  Eng- 
land, and  fent  hither  without  my  knowledge  or  con- 
currence.    I  am  not  afhamed   to  have  all  my  actings 
that  relate  to  this  government  of  Ireland,  or  concern- 
ing the  publick,   looked  into  ;  nor  do  I  think  I  can 
fever  receive   prejudice,    but   rather  an  advantage  by 
having  them  fcann'd  ;  yet  I  muft  on  the  other  fide 
tell  you    further,   that   I    find  mr.   Harbord    extreani 
unreafonable,  for  he  is  perpetually  infinuating  to  me, 
as  if  I  fuffered  much  in  my  reputation  in  England  by 
keeping  fair  with  my  lord  Ranelagh;     The  vice-trea- 
furer's  place  of  this  kingdom  is  in  his  Majefty's  gift, 
and   he  has  been  pleafed   to  beftow  it  on  this  perfon  5 
now  that  it  fhould  be  attributed   to  me   as  a  fault, 
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that  I  mould  live  fair  and  well  with  thofe  of  his 
Majefty's  minifters  that  are  in  this  government,  is  a 
mod  miraculous  thing  to  me ;  if  any  man  can  fhew 
one  tittle  of  combination  with  my  lord  Ranelagh  to 
cheat  his  Majefty,  or  one  inftance  wherein  I  have 
connived  at  any  undue  artifices  or  practices  ufed  in 
relation  to  their  undertaking,  then  truly  I  were  juftly 
to  be  blamed,  but  to  be  cenfured  by  an  oppofite  party, 
the  head  of  whom,  when  he  was  fecretary,  did,  at 
my  lord  Ranelagh's  inftance,  offer  to  his  Majefty's 
fignature,  and  counterfign  himfelf  feveral  orders, 
which  if  purfued  did  quite  contradict  fome  claufes  in 
the  undertaking  itfelf,  and  gave  them  a  latitude  of 
compounding  of  debts  here  contrary  to  the  exprefs 
words  cf  their  covenants,  and  that  I  who  never  fail- 
ed to  reprefent  the  inconveniencies  of  thefe  letters, 
and  multitudes  of  others  for  grants  before  I  put  them 
in  execution,  fhould  now  by  thefe  men  be  blemifhed 
upon  this  point,  feems  one  of  the  ftrangeft  things 
in  the  world  ;  that  I  can  fay  that  there  is  not  one 
man  on  that  fide  the  water  (mr.  fecretary  Coventry 
being  only  excepted,  who  indeed  hath  behaved  him- 
felf exactly  wdl,  fir  Jofeph  Williamfon  hath  fcarce 
done  any  thing  relating  to  us)  who  hath  meddled 
with  the  affairs  of  this  kingdom  ;  but  I  could,  if  I 
were  upon  the  fpot,  fhew  notorious  faults  they  have 
committed  fince  my  coming  hither,  but  it  is  not  my 
parr,  nor  hath  it  ever  been  my  inclination  to  accufe 
men  :  I  have  and  will  keep  ftriclly  to  the  perform- 
ance of  my  orders,  let  others  take  their  own  ways 
and  courfes  in  their  affairs,  I  mull:  alfo  again  remind 
you  to  advife  mr.  Harbord  to  go  more  plainly  to  work 
in  all   my  bufinefs.     I  remain, 

Your  moft  affectionate  brother, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  the  Lord  Treafurer. 

Dublin  Caftle,  May  8,  1675, 
My  Lord, 

I  Herewith  fend  your  lordfhip  copies  of  a  petition, 
anfwer,  and  replication,  in  a  matter  in  difpute 
between  my  lord  of  Ormond  and  the  commiffioners 
of  the  Treafury.  As  I  was  going  to  a  hearing,  I  found 
an  order  of  council,  which  had  feveral  months  lay  by 
me,  relating  to  this  affair,  by  fome  words  whereof 
it  feems  to  me,  that  his  Majefty  had  referved  the 
judgment  of  this  cafe  to  himfelf.  Tho'  the  words 
are  not  clear  to  that  purpofe,  yet  fince  they  maybe 
of  that  meaning,  I  thought  it  moft  proper  to  tranfmit 
the  papers  into  England,  rather  than  to  decide  it 
here  :  and  that  no  prejudice  might  happen  to  either 
fide,  I  have,  by  confent  of  both  parties,  ordered  that 
the  two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds,  being  the 
monies  now  payable  at  May,  and  the  fum  in  queftion, 
be  depofted  in  the  farmer's  hands  'till  the  eighteenth 
of  June  next,  before  which  time  his  Majefty  will,  I 
hope,  give  a  determination  to  this  affair.  And  being 
entered  upon  this  point  of  the  year's  value,  I  con- 
ceived it  fit  for  me,  and  indeed  the  duty  of  my  place, 
to  flate  a  queftion  which  may  arife  upon  this  fubject 
between  his  Majefty  and  my  lord  Ranelagh  and  part- 
ners :  the  cafe  is  expreffed  at  large  in  the  paper  here- 
with enclofed,  and  is  of  confiderable  value.  Having 
heard  there  have  been  fome  debates  in  council,  who 
was  the  proper  officer  for  the  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to 
correfpond  with,  and  the  matter  remaining  yet  un- 
fettled,  I  have  therefore,  to  avoid  all  occafions  of 
difguft,  in  purfuance  of  my  private  inftrucYions,  fent 
your  lordfhip  thefe  papers,  and  in  conformity  to  for- 
mer 
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mer  rules  and  dire&ions,  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  fecretary 

Coventry  duplicates  of  them. 

I 

» 

I  am,  Your  lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

State  of  the  cafe  between  his  Majefty  and  the  lord 
Ranelagh. 

By  the  AcVof  Explanation,  there  are  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  to  be  raifed,  which  are  to  be  paid  to 
•     the  following  ufes,  viz. 

Fifty  thoufand  pounds  to  the  King. 

Fifty  thoufand  pounds  to  the  lord  Ormond. 

One  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  the  49  officers. 

And  the  laft  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  be 
iffued  out  for  the  difcharge  of  fuch  fums  of  money 
as  his  Majefty  had  appointed  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
half  year's  rent  payable  by  the  former  act,  and  what 
,  had  been  receiyed  and  paid  upon  the  faid  former  act, 
was  to  be  reckoned  as  part  thereof. 

Out  of  this  laft  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
there  were  at  the  time  of  the  palling  the  Explanatory 
Act,  forty  eight  thoufand  pounds  remaining  due  to 
the  duke  of  Ormond,  which  was  more  than  all  the 
money  that  was  to  come  in  of  this  laft  100,000 
pounds,  would  fuffice  to  fatisfy,  in  regard  there  had 
been  about  fifty  thoufand  pounds  raifed  upon  this 
former  act,  which  being  reckoned  part  of  this  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  there  did  not  remain  above 
forty  two  thoufand  pounds  to  be  paid  to  compleat  this 
laft  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  The  duke  of 
Ormond  in  1669,  in  purfuance  of  an  agreement  then 

made 
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made  between  the  King  and  the  faid  Duke  afligned 
this  forty  eight  thoufand  pounds  to  the  King,  and 
the  King  thereupon  granted  him  five  thoufand  pounds 
a  year  for  four  years,  with  a  provifoe  to  this  effect  ; 
that  if  at  the  end  of  the  faid  four  years  the  King 
fhould  have  received  by  virtue  of  the  faid  Duke's 
alignment  to  his  Majeity,  more  than  twenty  thou- 
fand pounds,  then  the  faid  five  thoufand  pounds  per 
annum  to  be  continued  to  the  faid  Duke,  until  he 
ihould  receive  from  the  King,  as  much  as  the  King 
fhould  have  received  by  virtue  of  his  alignment. 
And,  if  at  the  end  of  the  faid  four  years,  the  King 
fhould  not  have  received  twenty  thoufand  pounds  by 
virtue  of  the  faid  Duke's  aflignment,  then  the  King's 
payment  of  the  faid  five  thoufand  pounds  a  year  to 
the  faid  Duke,  to  ceafe,  until  the  King  fhould  have 
received  more  than  the  faid  twenty  thoufand  pounds, 
paid  by  virtue  of  the  faid  alignment. 

The  duke  of  Ormond  received  this  five  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  for  four  years,  and  in  the  lord  Aun- 
gier's  ftate  of  the  revenue,  whereupon  my  lord  Ra- 
nelagh's  propofals  were  grounded  ;  this  five  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  is  reckoned  upon  as  payable  to  the 
duke  of  Ormond,  during  the  whole  time  of  the  faid 
lord  Ranelagh's  contract. 

But  at  the  end  of  the  faid  four  years,  this  pay- 
ment of  five  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  to  the  duke 
of  Ormond  ceafed,  in  regard  the  King  had  not  then 
received  fo  much  by  virtue  of  the  faid  dike's  af- 
fignment,  as  the  twenty  thoufand  pounds  that  the 
faid  duke  had  received  in  thofe  four  years  from  the 
King. 

The    King    hath  fince    received   the  greatefr.    part 

of  the   faid   three  hundred   thoufand  pounds,   and  the 

laft    fum    payable   to  compleat  the    whole  payment 

O  thereof, 
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thereof,  being  about  thirty  one  thoufand  pounds,  is 
this  prefent  year  applotted  upon  the  whole  king- 
dom, to  be  paid  at  Lady-day  laft,  and  Michaelmas 
laft,  by  even  proportions  ;  which  when  received,  the 
whole  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  will  be  paid  ; 
and  the  duke  of  Ormond  now  expects  that  his  pay- 
ment of  five  thoufand  pounds  a  year  fhall  again  be- 
gin, and  be  continued  unto  him  until  he  (hall  have 
received  twenty  thoufand  pounds  more,  or  thereabouts, 
that  the  King  will  receive  by  virtue  of  his  aflign- 
ment,  befides  the  faid  twenty  thoufand  pounds  al- 
ready paid. 

The  duke  of  Ormond  can  at  the  utmoft  expect  to 
receive  but  five  thoufand  pounds  more  for  this  pre- 
fent year  from  the  King,  before  my  lord  Ranelagh's 
contract  determines  at  Chriflmas  next,  within  which 
time  the  whole  refidue  of  the  three  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  will  be  due  and  payable  to  my  lord  Ra- 
nelagh  and  partners ;  fo  that  at  the  end  of  their  con- 
tract there  will  be  at  the  leaft,  about  feventeen  thou- 
fand pounds  due  from  the  King  to  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond, to  be  paid  him  by  five  thoufand  pounds  a 
year  from  Chriftmas  nex%  out  of  the  revenue  here ; 
and  the  whole  money  affigned  to  the  King  in  con- 
fideration  of  this  five  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  will 
grow  due  before  Chriftmas   next. 

So  that  unlefs  my  lord  Ranelagh  and  his  partners, 
at  the  end  of  their  contract,  leave  as  much  money  in 
the  treafury  of  what  was  affigned  to  the  King  by 
the  duke  of  Ormond,  as  will  fatisfy  the  duke  of 
Ormond  what  will  be  then  due  to  him  from  the 
King  ;  there  will  be  a  lofs  to  the  King  of  fo  much 
as  will  remain  unpaid  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  at 
the  end  of  the  lord    Ranelagh's  contract. 

To 
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To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  May  8,    1675. 

YO  U  will,  enclofed  with  this  letter,  receive  a 
petition,  anfwer,  and  replication  in  an  affair 
relating  to  my  lord  duke  of  Ormond,  I  was  indeed 
proceeding  to  a  determination  of  this  matter  ;  but 
upon  review  of  fome  of  my  papers,  I  found  an  order 
of  council,  dated  January  14,  1673-4,  wherein  are 
thefe  words,  "  in  which  time  his  grace  will  be 
"  able  to  make  out  and  reprefent  unto  his  Majefty 
"  that  matter ;"  which  feem  to  me  as  if  his  Ma- 
jefty  had  referved  the  hearing  of  this  affair  to  h;m- 
felf,  whereupon  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  defifv,  and 
for  the  prefent,  that  no  wrong  might  be  done  to 
cither  in  the  c  iffe,  I  ordered  by  confent  of  both  par- 
ties, that  the  two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds,  be- 
ing the  money  now  payable  at  May,  fhould  remain 
depofited  in  the  hands  of  the  farmers  of  Cork-houfe 
till  the  eighteenth  of  June  next,  before  which  time, 
I  hope  his  Majefty  may  pleafe  to  give  a  final  de- 
termination to  this  matter  ;  and  now  that  I  am  up- 
on the  fubjecT:  of  the  year's  value,  and  the  payment 
to  my  lord  of  Ormond  out  of  it ;  the  duty  of  my 
place  obliges  me  to  give  his  Majefty  an  account  of 
a  particular  within  that  fund,  which  may  raife  fome 
difpute  at  the  clofe  of  my  lord  Ranelagh's  contract, 
and  indeed  I  conceive  it  were  for  his  Majefty's  fer- 
vice,  that  the  thing  were  determined  fomething  ear- 
lier :  the  cafe  itfelf  is  ftated  at  large  in  one  of  the 
papers  here  enclofed,  marked  IV,  it  concerns  the  King 
to  the  value  of  feventeen  thoufand  pounds  ;  it  were; 
Orange  if  my  lord  Ranelagh  fhould  receive  the  whole 
fund,  out  of  which  originally  my  lord  of  Ormond  w as 
O    2  to 
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to  be  anfwered  his  money,  and  the  King  remain  liable 
to  the  payment  of  feventeen  thoufand  pounds  thereof 
after  the  expiration  of  their  patent  -t  and  I  am  of  opi- 
nion that  this  was  not  thought  of  at  the  clofe  of 
the  agreement  with  my  lord  Ranelagh,  but  doubtlefs 
it  were  very  convenient,  that  the  matter  before  the 
re-applotment  were'all  collected,  were  taken  into  con- 
fideration,  and  fome  way  or  other  adjufted.  The  al- 
moft  three  years  experience  I  have  had  in  this  em- 
ployment, makes  me  know  that  any  man  does  un- 
wifely  to  argue  by  letters  from  this  fide  of  the  water, 
a  point  againfr.  one,  and  that  fo  dexterous  a  man,  as 
my  lord  Ranelagh,  being  on  the  place  ;  wherefore 
having  ftated  the  cafe,  I  have  done  that  which  was 
fit  for  me  to  do,  and  leave  the  remaining  part  to 
fuch  further  directions  as  his  Majefty  {hall  give  there- 
in. Your  letter  of  the  firft  of  May  which  I  received 
laft  night,  giving  me  an  account  that  mine  of  the 
24th  of  April  was  come  to  your  hands,  was  moft 
welcome  to  me,  not  doubting  but  the  intrigue  of 
the  affair  I  then  writ  to  you  about,  will  be  fully  dif- 
clofed. 

I  am, 

Your  mofl  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Not  knowing  what  method  to  hold  for  reprefenting 
things  of  this  nature,  it  being,  as  I  hear,  adifputein 
council,  with  whom  I  am  to  correfpond,  I  have  there- 
fore fent  duplicates  of  the  enclofed  papers  to  my  lord 
treafurer   as  well  as  tranfmitted  them  to  yourfelf. 

In  this  letter  to  mr.  fecretary  Coventry,  as  alfo  in 
that  of  the  fame  date  to  my  lord  treafurer,  were  en- 
clofed 
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clofed  copies  of  the  petition,  anfwer  and  replication, 
order  of  council,  account  of  monies  paid  to  meriting 
perfons,  ftate  of  the  cafe  between  his  Majefty  and 
lord  Ranelagh,  &c.  and  likewife  of  fome  claufes  in 
lord  Ranelagh's,  &c.  contract. 

•O»o7eca«o6eccoooooso«ooooeoaoo9doo?oesooooaoooooeo3o«o9oooooaoco«»oco*oooooceo36ci3cooocoooot<» 

To  Mr.  Harbord. 

Mr.  Harbord,  Dublin  Caftle,   May  8,   1674. 

T  Have  yours  of  May  ift,  wherein  you  give  me  a 
-*-  good  account  of  proceedings  in  England,  which 
I  defire  you  will  continue  to  do;  your  letter  gives 
me  no  occafion  of  anfwer,  fave  only  one  part,  which 
I  am  confident  is  a  miftake  in  you,  yet  left  it 
might  concern  me,  I  do  now  write  to  you  that  fub- 
jecl  ;  the  words  of  your  letter  are,  "  there  was  a 
"  petition  two  days  fince  at  our  door  againft  EfTex, 
"  whofe  decrees  are  much  complained  of,  but  I  be- 
u  lieve  it's  fuppreft."  I  cannot  imagine  how  this  can 
relate  to  myfelf,  in  regard  of  the  word  decrees,  but 
rather  fuppofe  it  may  concern  the  lord  keeper  of  Eng- 
land, or  my  lord  chancellor  here  ;  however  I  have  been 
confidering  with  myfelf  what  there  is  done  by  me, 
which  may  bear  the  nature  either  of  judgments  or 
decrees,  and  who  thofe  are  which  may  think  them- 
felves  aggrieved,  or  have  any  colour  (for  folid  ground, 
I  am  confident,  they  can  have  none)  of  complaints 
againft  me  j  the  orders  of  councils  may  be  efteemed 
decrees,  but  I  know  not  of  any  to  be  of  difguft,  ex- 
cept thofe  concerning  this  city,  at  my  firft  coming 
over,  which  did  indeed  diftate  the  feditious  party 
there,  but  for  thefe,  if  we  are  heard,  I  am  fure  I  can 
fully  juftify  them,  for  things  done  by  myfelf  there 
O  3  are 
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are  none  that  relate  to  meum  and  tuum,  but  the 
debts  due  from  the  army,  and  for  thofe  they  are  I  am 
certain,  as  carefully  managed  as  can  be  in  the  world. 
Of  many  hundred  of  petitions,  I  may  fay  athoufand, 
1  am  confident  there  are  not  ten  in  the  whole,  but 
have  been  agreed  by  confent  of  both  parties,  and  or- 
dered accordingly  :  two  cafes  there  are  indeed  of  this 
nature,  wherein  the  creditors  feenr  diflatisfied. 

I.  The  one  is  between  one  Cafs,  (who  by  the 
way  I  hear  is  gone  into  England)  and  one  Thompfon, 
a  ferjeant  of  the  royal  regiment  :  the  truth  of  the 
ftory  is  thus,  Thompfon  owed  Cafs  fifteen  pounds, 
for  which  Cafs  petitioned,  and  upon  the  reference, 
mr.  Holroyd  calling  the  parties  according  to  cuftom 
before  him,  tho'  he  found  Cafs  very  peevifh,  yet 
agreed  the  matter  by  confent,  that  Thompfon  fhould 
pay  the  fifteen  pounds  at  two  gales,  as  the  report 
mentions  afterward  ;  this  Cafs  going  home  to  his 
wife,  who  had  fome  peevifh  quarrel  with  Thompfon, 
fhe  exafperated  her  hufband  to  infifl  upon  the  having 
the  benefit  of  the  law,  and  indeed  did  not  value  the 
debt  fo  much  as  to  arreft  this  Thompfon,  to  put  af- 
fronts upon  him,  and  that  only  in  fpight  ;  fo  as  this 
Cafs  came  the  next  morning  to  the  fecretary's  office, 
and  finding  mr.  Holroyd  there,  flung  down  his  petition 
and  report,  and  told  him  that  he  would  have  the 
benefit  of  the  law,  and  that  he  cared  not  a  f — t  for 
them  all,  and  that  a  privy  counfellor  would  do  his 
bufinefs  for  him,  this  mr.  Holroyd,  who  is  now  in 
London,  can  fwear  to,  if  occafion  requires  it,  this 
report  being  brought  to  me,  and  an  account  of  thefe 
particulars,  I  faid  that  I  would  not  have  men  jeft 
with  me,  and  give  confent,  and  afterwards  fly  ofF 
as  they  pleafed,  and  afYront  thofe  whom  I  employed, 

and 


ARTHUR,  EARL  OF  ESSEX.      215 

and  thereupon  directed  an  order  anfwerable  to  the  re- 
port. 

The  other  is  between  one  Knight,  a  foldier  in  the 
earl  of  Arran's  company,  and  one  Baker,  a  townfman 
of  Dublin,    the   latter  of  which    petitioned  to  have 
the  benefit  of  the  law  againft  Knight,  for  two  hun- 
dred pounds  which  he  owed  him,  the  petition  being 
referred  to  mr.  Holroyd,    there  appeared  an  old  agree- 
ment for   the  payment  of    the  two   hundred  pounds 
at  feveral  gales,     and   the   reporter   did  certify,    that 
he  thought   it  reafonable  that  Baker  fhould   be  held 
to  this  agreement,  and  that  the  other  was  content  to 
p?y  at  thofe  times,  and  an  order  was  drawn  accord- 
ingly purfuant  to  the  report.     I  well  remember  when 
this   was  brought  to  me,   I  looked  upon  two  hundred 
pounds  to  be  a   great  fum,   and  conceived  it   unrea- 
fonable  for  me   to   order  any   agreement   of  fo  con- 
fiderable  a  value,  to  be  valid,   if  it  were  not  fo  in 
law,   ufually    the    cafe  of  foldiers  debts  were  within 
that  narrow  compafs,  as   I  could    direct  payment  out 
of  their  perfonal  pay,  and  by  that  keep  the  creditors  ; 
but  this  was  fuch  a  fum  as  Knight's  pay  would  never 
anfwer,  and  be  fides   I  looked  upon    the  agreement  as 
a  little  extravagant  in  giving  fix   years  time  for  pay- 
ment, I  therefore  refufed  figning  the  order,  and  com- 
manded   mr.  Beecher   to  carry  it    to  my    lord    chief 
juftice  to  perufe  and  confider  well  of  it  ;  who  did  fo, 
and   returned    it    with    fome   words   of    amendment, 
written  with  my  lord  chief  juftice's  own  hand,  which 
being   thus  brought  back,  I  figned  it. 

And  now  I  have  done  this  long  letter,  I  am  confi- 
dent it  is  to  no  purpofe,  but  that  you  have  only  mif- 
taken    the  figure  of  your   cypher    38    for  83,  if  fo, 
pray  take  a  little  care  of  your   figures   for  the  time 
O  4  to 
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to  come,  otherwife  you  may  run  me  into  a  multi- 
tude of  errors.  I  cannot  imagine  that  barely  the  be- 
ing in  employment,  fhould  in  this  age  be  efteemed 
a  crime,  if  fo,  all  government  muft  ceafe,  and  for 
my  own  particular,  I  {hall  only  defire,  if  any  matter 
be  ftarted  againft  me,  I  may  have  a  little  time  to  ex- 
amine my  papers,  and  1  fhall  juftify  myfelf;  however, 
let  all  men  reflect,  that  this  my  employment  is  very 
great,  and  fo  numerous  are  the  papers  I  muft  fet  my 
hand  to,  as  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  perufe  them 
all,  tho'  I  did  nothing  but  read  day  and  night  ;  let 
any  man,  who  is  but  a  juftice  of  peace,  ferioufly  con- 
fider  whether  he  does  not  every  year  commit  many 
faults  in  relation  to  his  office  ;  if  he  acts  not  at  all, 
he  breaks  his  oath,  and  if  he  does  aft,  the  laws  are 
fo  various  which  guide  him,  as  'tis  impoflible  for  any 
man  in  that  employment  to  be  fpotlefs ;  neverthelefs 
this  I  am  fure  I  can  fay,  that  no  man  throughout 
the  whole  kingdom  can  juftly  accufe  me  of  any  no- 
torious oppreflion  or  injuftice  of  any  kind,  or  that 
I  have  done  any  irregular  thing  for  profit  to  myfelf, 
or  favour  to  a  friend,  and  upon  thefe  grounds  I  deep 
quiet,  and    am  very  much  at  eafe, 

I  remain, 

Your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  the  Lord  Aungier. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,   May  8,   1675. 

I  Have  yours  of  the  27th  of  April,  and  give  your 
lordfhip  thanks  for  the  intelligence  therein.  Me- 
thinks  you  begin  pretty  warmly  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, but  I  hope  all  will  conclude  well  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fervice.  My  other  letters  take  me  up  fo  much 
time,  as  I  have  no  leifure  to  fay  any  more,  but  re- 
main, 

Your  lordfhip's 
moft  faithful  and  affectionate  fervant, 

ESSEX, 


To  the  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  May  11,  1675. 

THIS  laft  packet  brought  me  the  welcome  news 
of  the  votes  patted  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
relating  to  your  lordfhip,  and  tho*  I  have  ever  hoped, 
that  nothing  of  moment  could  be  ever  fixed  upon 
you  to  your  difadvantage,  yet  knowing  how  bufy  fac- 
tion, and  the  animofities  of  men,  always  are  againft 
thofe  who  pofTefs  great  places  ;  1  could  not,  without 
fome  anxiety  attend  the  fuccefs.  I  aflure  ni)  (;!:",  my 
congratulation  will  not  come  unfeafonably,  the  _r 
than  others,  it  being  difpatched  as  foon  a.^.  the 
fiance  of  place  will  admit,  and  is  as  real  as  any  who 
pretended  theirs  eailir,  and  as  your  lordfhip  will  be- 
lieve me  to  be  one  who  wifheih  you  m  jnjoy 

die 
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the  employment  you  hold  with  honour  to  yourfelf, 
and  advantage  to  his  Majefty's  fervice. 

I  am, 

Your  lordfhip's  moft  faithful 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the   Lord  Conway. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  May  n,  1675. 

IH  A  V  E  two  of  your  lordfhip's,  the  latter  dated 
the  4th  inftant ;  as  to  what  relates  to  the  difcourfe 
at  the  council  table,  it  was  wrote  not  only  to  myfelf, 
but  to  three  other  perfons  of  confiderable  quality,  and 
al)  that  fame  which  I  recited  in  my  former  letter  to 
vourlordfhip  5  yet  however,  if  five  hundred  menfhould 
fay  it,  and  my  lord  Treafurer  himfelf  deny  it,  I 
fhall  not  at  all  believe  the  thing. 

I  am  glad  to  find  the  matters  tend  fo  much  to  an 
union  in  parliament,  and  I  hope  they  will  rife  in  good 
temper.  I  cannot  prefume  to  judge  of  things  there, 
efpecially  my  whole  mind  having  been  for  thefe  three 
years  only  turned  to  the  affairs  of  this  kingdom,  but 
to  my  apprehenfion,  if  the  parliament  do  comply  fo 
far  as  to  give  the  teaft  fum  of  money  that  can  be, 
the  reputation  of  his  Majefty  and  the  parliament  be- 
ing well  together,  will  be  of  fo  great  advantage  to 
his  Majefty's  interefts  both  at  home  and  abroad,  as 
the  credit  of  this  will  be  of  much  more  value  than 
any  money  they  can  give,  and  probably  at  winter  they 
will  do  more  -y  fure  I  am,  that  if  they  be  brought  to 
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any  thing  of  this  fort,  the  King  is  much  obliged, 
and  ought  to  value  thofe  perfons  who  are  fo  in- 
ftrumental  and   afliduous  in  his  affairs. 

That  concerning  my  lord  Hallifax,  feems  the  plea- 
fanteft  fetch  that  I  have  known,  however  it  pleafeth 
me  much  to  receive  inftances,  as  I  do  upon  all  oc- 
cafions,  of  the  firmnefs  of  my  lord  Treafurer's  kind- 
nefs  to  me.  There  are  fome  little  things  wherein 
I  conceive  my  lord  Ranelagh  is  in  fome  meafure  to 
blame,  and  thofe  relate  to  myfelf  in  particular,  and 
truly,  when  I  know  this  of  any,  I  am  not  fcrupu- 
lous  either  in  telling  it  themfelves,  or  writing  to 
fome  friends  that  may  difcoufe  it  with  them. 
Your  lordftiip  knows  well  that  my  lord  Ranelagh  has 
ever  many  irons  in  the  fire,  and  defigns  on  foot  at 
court  to  make  friends,  therefore  for  fome  of  thefe 
purpofes,  he  afllfts  feveral  perfons  towards  the  get- 
ting of  letters  for  grants  in  this  country ;  and  then 
when  any  of  thefe  proves  unreafonable,  he  tells  the 
perfons  that  it  is  not  his  fault  they  do  not  receive 
the  benefit  of  them,  but  it  lies  at  my  door  ;  this  he 
did  both  when  he  was  here,  and  fince  in  England, 
as  I  could  give  feveral  inftances,  particularly  my  lady 
Stephens,  whom  he  told,  that  if  I  would  give  an  ' 
order  upon  her  letter,  (lie  mould  have  her  money.  , 
Whereas  indeed  'tis  the  duty  of  the  vice-treafurer  to  j 
obftrucl:  letters,  rather  than  forward  them,  and  when 
fuch  letters  do  come,  it  is  proper  for  the  lieutenant, 
if  he  fufpecl:  any  thing  of  inconvenience,  to  refer 
them  to  the  vice-treafurer,  whofe  report  mould  fig- 
nify  any  ill  confequences  arifing  from  fuch  gifts  ; 
and  for  this  point  I  muft  acknowledge  his  partners 
have  done  me  great  right,  and  taken  off  from  me 
by  the  feveral  reports  they  have  made  on  his  Maje- 
fty's   letters,  the  clamours  which  men  who  ace  de-  j 

nied 
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nied  would  caft  upon  me  ;  now  if  inftead  of  this,  my 
lord  Ranelagh  does  always  tell  perfons  that  the  fault 
lies  in  me,  that  they  have  not  their  monies  and  let- 
ters pafled  5  tho'  this  is  not  an  abfolute  defiance, 
yet  it  is  an  endeavour  to  give  me  what  trouble  and 
difquiet  he  can  in  my  employment,  and  indeed  the 
going  contrary  to  the  very  duty  of  his  own  place. 
I  wifh  your  lordfhip  would  difcourfe  this  matter 
with  him,  and  fet  him  right,  for  truly  there  is  trouble 
enough  in  performance  of  this  office,  and  no  need 
that  his  Majefty's  minifters,  who  are  fubordinate  to 
the  lieutenant,  ihould  create  any  more  vexation  to 
him. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  to  give  your 
lordfhip  thanks  for  your  continued  kindnefs  to  me, 
and  to  allure  you,  that  I  am,  with  all  reality, 

Your  lordfhip's   mofl  faithful 

and  moft  affectionate  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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To  Mr.  Harbord. 

Mr.  Harbord,  Dublin  Caftle,  May  n,  1675. 

I  Have  yours  of  the  4th  of  May,  and  in  it  an  ac- 
count of  the  parliament's  proceedings  ;  we  have 
nothing  here  to  give  you  notice  of,  and  therefore 
my  letter  will  be  fo  much  the  fhorter.  I  conceive 
this  is  a  very  inconvenient  time  to  mention  any 
thino*.  of  money,  and  therefore  the  grace  that  was 
intended  me  by  his  Majefty,  I  defire  it  may  abfolute- 
ly  reft  at  prefent,  and   not  one  word   be  fpoken  of 

it, 
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it.  I  would  have  you  fpeak  to  mr.  Henry  Howard,  or 
the  earl  of  Suffolk,  that  I  may  have  three  of  my 
mares  covered  by  fome  of  his  ftallions,  being  un- 
provided myfelf ;  and  fend  the  enclofed  note  to  Can- 
terbury fo  foon  as  may  be  ;  and  alfo  tell  my  brother 
Henry  that  I  have  his  of  the  5th  inftant. 

Mr.  Petyt  does  fail  in  fending  the  journals  of  the 
houfe  of  peers ;  there  hath  but  one  of  them  come 
fince  the  fitting  of  the  parliament,  but  thofe  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  have  conftantly  been  tranfmitted. 
The  enclofed  comes  from  a  gentleman  now  a  prifonei 
in  the  King's  bench,  who  is  felling  fome  land  near 
Hadham,  pray  let  him  know  I  am  not  in  a  purcha- 
fing  condition,  fo  that  he  may  difpofe  of  it  to  any 
other. 

I  am, 

Your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX. 
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To  the  Lord  Hallifax. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  May  15,  1675. 

THIS  gentleman,  major  Ratcliffe,  having  fome 
occafions  which  call  him  into  England,  I  could 
not  let  him  go,  without  accompanying  him  with  a 
letter  to  let  your  lordfhip  know,  that  according  to 
your  firft  recommendation,  I  find  him  a  careful  dili- 
gent officer,  and  every  way  a  very  good  man.  The 
outfkirt  of  the  world  where  I  am,  furnifheth  us  with 
little  matter  worth  the  troubling  your  lordfhip  at  any 
time,  which  makes  me  not  fo  often  entertain  you 
with  any  of  my  letters,  yet  however,  I  doubt  not  but 

your 
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your  lordfhip  will  believe  that  my  wifties  for  your 
happinefs  and  profperity  are  ftill  the  fame  as  ever, 
and  that  my  endeavours  mall  not  be  wanting  upon 
all  opportunities  to  evidence  the  reality  of  my  being, 

Your  lordfhip's  moft  faithful 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  Doaor  Fell. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,    May  15,  1675. 

THIS  gentleman,  mr.  Moore,  is  fon  to  a  very 
confiderable  nobleman  of  this  kingdom,  the 
earl  of  Drogheda,  who  having  fent  him  into  England 
in  order  to  his  fludies,  and  for  that  end  intending  to 
place  him  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  his  lordfhip 
defired  me  to  write  a  line  or  two  to  acquaint  you 
therewith ;  which  having  done,  I  doubt  not  but  you 
will  pleafe  to  afford  this  young  nobleman  your  coun- 
tenance and  protection,  wherein  you  will  lay  an  ob- 
ligation upon, 

Your  moft  faithful  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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To  Mr.  Thinne. 

Mr.  Thinne,  Dublin  Caflle,  May  18,  1675, 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  nth  of  May,  and 
there  being  little  here  worth  the  fending,  I 
fhall  not  this  packet  trouble  rnr.  Secretary  with  a 
letter,  {>ut  only  remit  to  you  the  enclofed  papers, 
which  was  a  complaint  made  in  England  by  a  mini- 
fter  of  this  country,  who  pretended  he  was  illegally 
caft  out  of  his  livings,  which  had  it  been  fo,  he 
ought  doubtlefs  to  have  flrft  come  to  me  before  he 
had  offered  his  petition  to  his  Majefty  ;  and  befides, 
I  prefume  the  mafters  of  requeft  are  not  the  pro- 
per officers  for  fuch  things,  but  the  fecretaries.  I 
have  therefore  enclofed  my  lord  Primate's  report,  that 
you  may  give  it  mr.  fecretary  Coventry,  to  fhew 
him  what  manner  of  petitions  men  venture  to  offer. 

I  am, 

Your  mofl  affeclirnste  fervent, 

ESSEX. 
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To  the  Lord  Conway. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  May  18,   1675. 

YO  U  cannot  expect  any  long  letter  from  me, 
here  being  nothing  of  confequence  to  commu- 
nicate to  you,  the  affairs  of  the  country  refting  now 
fo  much  upon  what  we  (hall  hear  from  your  fide.  I 
have  received  yours  of  the  nth  of  May,  together 
with  a  very  kind  letter  from  my  lord  treafurer  ;  and 

this 
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this  letter  I  fhall  anfwer  by  the  next  packet.  I  can- 
not help  the  errors,  which  they  who  are  related  to 
me  do  commit,  but  mall  be  Cure  for  my  own  part 
to  carry  myfelf  juftly  and  evenly  towards  all,  and 
friendly  to  thofe  who  have  obliged  me.  That  men 
do  labour  to  work  mifchief,  and  create  difquiet  to 
one  in  my  flation,  is  no  new  thing,  for  I  believe  it 
was  never  otherwife,  but  I  doubt  not  to  be  fupported 
by  the  juftice  of  my  actions,  and  the  firmnefs  I  will 
ever  mew  in  the  punctual  obeying  of  his  Majefty's 
commands. 

It  feems  to  me  but  an  ill  omen,  that  the  houfe  of 
commons  are  fo  ready  to  take  fire  one  againft  another, 
I  pray  God  the  temper  of  the  nation  be  not  the  fame  ; 
this  kingdom  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  quieteft  part 
of  his  Majefty's  dominions,  and  I  am  confident  may 
be  kept  fo  with  any  ordinary  prudence,  for  there  is 
nothing  troublefome  here  but  the  pretty  feuds  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  which  I  perceive  do  ftill  increafe, 
yet  a  good  round  way  of  dealing  with  them  will  I 
prefume  fet  all  at  reft. 

I  have  fpoken  to  my  lord  Colooney  for  a  gofhawk, 
who  tells  me  he  has  three  airies,  and  therefore  I 
fuppofe  I  fhall  not  fail  of  one  fo  foon  as  they  are 
ready  to  be  taken.     1  am  with  perfect  truth, 

Your  lordfhips  moft  faithful, 

And  moft  affectionate  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  the  King. 

Dublin  Caftle,  May  22,    1675. 
May  it  pleafe  Your  Majefty, 

WHILST  the  parliament  was  fitting,  I  con- 
cluded fo  many  other  important  affairs  would 
fill  your  thoughts,  as  your  Majefty  could  not  well  be 
at  leifure  to  take  the  concerns  of  this  kingdom  into 
confideration,  and  therefore  I  have  hitherto  forborn 
the  diverting  your  Majefty  with  any  of  my  letters, 
though  fome  occafions  have  arifen,  where  there  was 
need  enough  of  knowing  your  Majefty's  particular 
pleafure,  for  I  have  heard  that  feveral  difputes  have 
been  of  late  between  fome  of  your  Majefty's  principal 
minifters,  concerning  the  paffing  of  grants,  &c.  in 
Ireland  -,  whatever  their  precedents  are,  I  am  fure  your 
Majefty's  pleafure  is  a  law  in  this  cafe;  and  whether 
your  Majefty  do  think  fit  to  keep  the  old  rules,  or  to 
model  this  matter  into  new  methods,  I  fhall  punc- 
tually obey  your  Majefty's  orders. 

This  conjuncture  (the  expiration  of  my  lord  Ra- 
nelagh's  contract,  as  alfo  that  of  the  farmers,  drawing 
fo  near  as  Chriftmas  next)  will  occafion  many  fignal 
alterations  in  the  affairs  of  this  kingdom,  and  there- 
fore that  all  may  be  duly  fettled,  and  that  I  may 
more  clearly  know  what  meafures  I  am  to  obferve  for 
the  future,  I  do  humbly  propofe  to  your  Majefty, 
whether*  it  may  not  be  convenient,  I  made  a  journey 
for  fome  little  time  into  England,  and  upon  thefe 
following  confiderations. 

ift,  That  your  Majefty  may  be  truly  informed  of 

the  ftate  of  this   kingdom,  this  was  perfonally  given 

by  my  lord  of  Strafford,    twice  in  the   time  of  his 

P  govern- 
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government     2dly,  That  your  Majefty  may  under- 
Hand  of  what  ufe    and  advantage  this   kingdom    (if 
rightly  managed)  may  be  to  the  fupport  and  ftrength- 
ening  of  your  other  dominions,  3dly,  That  preparations 
may   be   made  for  the  calling  of  a  parliament  here> 
and  the  heads  of  fuch  public  bills  propofed,   as  may 
be  proper  to  be  offered    there  ;  and  that  your  Ma- 
jefty may  have  fome  profpecl:  given  you,  what  hopes 
there  are  of  obtaining  a  fupply  from  the  people,   for 
the  repairs  of  neceffary  forts,  ftoring  the  magazines, 
and  other  public  occaiions.     4thly,  In  regard  my  lord 
Rmeiagh's  contrail,  and   the  farmers  term,   do  both 
determine  at  Chriftmas  next,  it    muft  of  neceffity  be 
fpeedily  refolved,  whether  the  revenue  fliall  be  kept 
in  farm,  or  for  fome  time  taken  into  management  ;  if 
it  be  new  farmed,  thefe  old  farms  mull  be  abfolutely 
agreed  with,  fo  as  to  preclude  them  from  levying  any 
arrears  due  to  them  during  their  time,  or  otherwife 
the  new  ones  will  be  entitled  to  defalcations.     If  the 
revenue    be  kept  in    management,   proper  and  expe- 
rienced perfons  muft  be  nominated    commiflioners,  to 
take   charge   thereof,  and    whether    the   one    or    the 
other  be  concluded,  fome  inftruclions  muft  be  pro- 
pofed  for  the  chief  governor   to   obferve,  to  prevent 
your  Majefty's   running  again  into  debt.     Laftly,  a 
new   eftablifhment   is    to  be  framed,  fuitable  to  the 
revenue  which  is  likely  to  accrue  to   your   Majefty, 
after  the  determination  of  the  prefent  farm.     5thly, 
Jn   order   to  the   rendering    your   Majefty's    revenue 
certain  for  the  future,  \h  requifite  that  the  quit-rents 
(a   principal   branch  thereof)  be  compleatly   fettled, 
which  can  only   be  dont  by  abating  them  on  fuch 
lands   as   are  unprofitable,    and   providing  how  the 
arrears    due    from    them    fliall    be    anfwered  ;    this 
work  I  have   taken  fome  pains  to  model,  and  have 

com- 


ARTHUR,  EARL  OF  ESSEX.      227 

compleated  it,  but  'twill  be  fo  difficult  to  make  the 
reafons  of  it  intelligible,  and  to  anfwer  the  feveral 
objections  that  may  be  made  againft  it,  unlefs  I 
were  upon  the  place,  I  know  not  how  it  may  be 
done,  in  fuch  manner,  as  to  convince  the  world  of 
the  clearnefs  and  reafonablenefs  of  the  thing.  6thly, 
The  books  for  the  difcovery  of  concealed  lands  being 
now  compleated,  and  ready  to  be  fent  over,  much 
matter  will  arife  upon  this  fubjec~t,  topropofe  to  your 
Majefty  in  order  to  the  finding  out  fuch  lands  as  are 
fraudulently  detained,  and  concerning  the  diftribution 
of  them,  purfuant  to  the  acts  of  Settlement,  ythly, 
That  I  may  from  your  Majefty's  own  mouth  receive 
directions,  in  what  manner,  and  to  what  points,  I 
fhall  correfpond  with  each  of  your  great  minifters. 

If  the.fe  feveral  heads  be  of  that  weight,  as  your 
Majefty  doth  conceive  it  to  be  of  advantage  to  your 
fervice,  that  I  were  upon  the  place  when  they  are 
debated  and  fettled,  I  fhall  moft  readily  give  my 
attendance  there,  in  obedience  to  your  commands, 
which  in  all  things  fhall  guide  the  proceedings  of, 

Your  Majefty's  moft  humble  and  moft 
obedient  fubjeft  and  fervant, 

ESSEX, 


Pi  r9 
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To  the  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  May  22,   1675. 

IM  U  S  T   give  your   lordfhip  thanks  for  the  fa- 
vour of  your  letter  on  the  nth  of   May,  which 
doth    fufficiently    (hew    what  arts   are  ufed  to  create 
mifunderftandings  between  us  ;  and  as  it  feems  this  is 
endeavoured    by   divers  on   that  fide    the    water,    fo 
I  can  allure  your  lordfhip  there  are  fome  in  this  king- 
dom who  do  their  parts  as  cunningly  therein  ;  for  it 
is    unimaginable   how    many    ridiculous    reports   are 
here  raifed  upon  this  fubjecl: ;  but  as  thefe  pafs  unre- 
garded by  me,   fo  I  doubt  not  your  lordfhip  will  do 
the  like  juftice  by  giving  no  credit  to  the  vain  fpeeches 
of  men,  who  would  drive   on   their  own   defigns  of 
mifchieving  us  both  ;  and   that  you    will    ever  by  my 
actions  judge  of  the   fincerity   of  thofe  profeflions,   I 
make  of  ferving   your  lordfhip.     I  am  very  confident 
could  I  have  the  good   fortune   but   to  wait  on  your 
lordfhip  fome  few  hours,  it  would  for  ever  clear  my 
integrity,     and    fix    me    unmoveable    in    your   good 
opinion.     But  confidering  the  nature  of  my  employ- 
ment,   it  is  •  a   happinefs   that  I   have   often  wifhed, 
tho*   without   the  hopes    of  enjoying.     Yet  now  at 
this    conjuncture   of   affairs    I    am    apt    to    perfuade 
jp.yfelf    it    might    be   of.   confiderable  importance   to 
his  Majefty's   fervice,  that  after  the  parliament  were 
rifen,   and   a  leifure  time  to  confider  of  the  affairs  of 
this  country,  I  were  upon  the  place  for  a   month  or 
fix  weeks,  and  that  upon  thefe  confiderations. 

ift,  That  his  Majefty  might  have  an  account  of  the 
,    ftate  of  the  whole  kingdom,  which  cannot  be  fo  well 
delineated  by  letters,  as  it  may  be  defcribed  by  dif- 
courfe, 

2dly, 
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2dly,  That  preparations  might  be  made  for 
holding  a  parliament  here,  and  the  heads  of  fuch 
matters  as  are  there  to  be  treated  on,  refolved. 

3dly,  In  regard  that  my  lord  Ranelagh's  contract,  and 
the  farm,  both  determine  atChriftmas  next,  that  it  may 
be  confidered  whether  it  will  be  propereft  to  put  the 
revenue  again  immediately  into  farm,  or  rather  that 
for  fome  time  it  be  kept  in  management  ;  upon  both 
which  much  may  be  faid, 

4thly,  A  new  eftablifhment  muft  be  prepared, 
wherein  doubtlefs  it  is  proper  the  chief  governor 
were  confulted. 

5thly,  The  books  for  difcovery  of  lands  being  all 
now  compleated,  and  ready  to  be  tranfmitted  into 
England,  rules  muft  be  agreed  on  in  what  manner  to 
proceed  to  the  difcovery  of  thefe  concealments,  and 
alfo  by  what  methods  thefe  lands  fhall  be  diftributed. 

6tnly,  The  reducing  feveral  of  the  quit-rents  upon 
unprofitable  lands,  and  making  fome  conclufion  with 
the  prefent  farmers  for  the  arrears  ;  a  work  highly 
neceflary  for  the  public  good  of  this  kingdom  ;  as  alfo 
for  the  future  afcertaining  of  his  Majefty's  revenue, 
the  model  whereof  is  prepared;  but  there  are  fo  many 
objections  againft  it,  as  to  anfwer  them  all  I  have 
drawn  up  a  little  tract  by  way  of  dialogue,  which 
I  have  fent  over  by  Mr.  Godolphin,  that  your  lord- 
fhip  may  fee  what  large  difcourfes  muft  be  writ  upon 
every  head  to  make  them  intelligible,  if  matters  of 
thefe  natures  be  tranfacled  in  England,  and  the  lieu- 
tenant not  upon  the  place. 

ythly,  To  confider   and  refolve  upon  fome  courfe, 

for  compofing  the  differences  and  diforders  of  the  city 
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of  Dublin.  I  have  no  private  occafions  of  my  own, 
which  require  my  coming  or  flay  in  England,  and 
therefore  if  his  Majefty  fhould  think  fit  to  command 
me  over,  I  mould  be  glad  to  be  difpatched  back  again 
fo  foon  as  may  be  ;  and  I  am  apt  to  believe  if  I  am 
upon  the  place,  and  the  committee  for  Irifh  affairs 
do  regularly  meet,  that  a  third  part  of  that  time 
would  conclude  thefe  matters,  which  would  otherwife 
be  fpent  in  the  debates  of  them,  if  I  were  abfent. 
I  have  had  many  ftruggles  in  the  two  years  and  half 
that  I  have  been  here,  and  divers  difficulties  have 
attended  the  employment,  being  often  put  by  the 
duty  of  my  place  to  deny  feveral  requefts,  for  which 
fuch  orders  have  come  out  of  England,  as  would 
have  much  prejudiced  his  Majefty's  fervice  to  comply 
with  ;  and  the  experience  I  have  now  had,  gives  me 
light  enough  to  difcover  the  fources  from  whence 
thefe  arife.  In  relation  to  the  future  regulating  of 
things  of  this  nature,  a  little  difcourfe  with  his  Ma- 
jefty will  be  of  more  effecl:  than  many  letters  ;  and 
herein  I  cannot  but  promife  myfelf  all  defirable  aflif- 
tance  from  your  lordfhip.  For  as  I  hope  to  make  it 
apparent  that  nothing  I  propofe  fhall  tend  to  other 
than  the  public  benefit  ;  fo  I  am  well  aflured  that 
thefe  foundations,  as  they  gave  the  beginning  and 
eftablifhment,  fo  they  will  yet  further  confirm  the 
entire  good  correfpondence  which  your  lordfhip  has 
ever  been  pleafed  to  favour  me  with,  who  am  with  all 
fincerity  and  refpecl:  imaginable, 

Your  lordfhip's  moft  faithful 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Mr.  Godolphin   hath  directions  to   difcourfe   with 
vour  lordfhip  at  large  upon  all   thefe  particulars. 

To 
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To  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,   May  22,  1675, 

I  HAVE  fent  over  Mr,  Godolphin  to  difcourfe 
with  you  concerning  this  government,  the 
expiration  of  my  lord  Ranelagh's  contract,  as  alfo 
of  the  farm  drawing  fo  near  as  Chriftmas  next,  will 
of  neceflity  make  fo  great  a  change  in  the  difpoutiou 
of  affairs  here,  as  it  may  feern  reafonable  for  his 
Majefty's  fervice  that  I  made  a  journey  into  England 
this  fummer  ;  fo  as  being  upon  the  place  when  mat- 
ters of  fo  much  importance  relating  to  this  kingdom 
are  modelled,  I  may  have  the  opportunity  to  propofe 
fuch  things  as  are  proper  to  be  offered  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's and  this  country's  good  :  befides,  this  of  the 
farm,  and  my  lord  Ranelagh^s  contract,  there  are 
divers  other  particulars  of  very  great  moment  on  the 
anvil,  and  are  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  'tis  impoilible  for 
me,  unlefs  1  wrote  volumes,  and  fent  them  over,  to 
explain  them  fo  clearly,  as  to  render  then)  intelligible. 
For  the  heads  of  all  which,  I  muft  refer  you  to  a 
paper  Mr.  Godolphin  hath  to  prefent  unto  you.  I 
can  forefee  no  objection  to  my  coming,  but  that  it 
will  occafion  fomewhat  of  expence  to  his  Majefty,  i 
in  maintaining  justices  upon  the  place  during  my 
abfence.  But  doubtlefs  the  other  conliderations  will 
infinitely  countervail  that  j  and  befides,  I  hope  this 
little  charge  may  be  an  argument,  when  I  am  there, 
to  obtain  a  more  fpeedy  difpatch,  which  I  fhall  much 
defire,  fo  foon  as  thefe  feveral  particulars  are  fettled. 

I  need  add  no  more  to  you  upon  this  fubje&,  leaving 

the  reft  to  Mr.  Godclphin's  narration,  whom  I  have 
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found  fo  good  a   fervant,  as  you  may  credit  what  he 
lhall  relate  from  me. 


I   am, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

My  lord  lieutenant  conceives  it  neceiTary,  in  order 
to  his  Majefty's  fervice,  that  his  excellency  mould 
come  into  England  this  fummer,  for  a  month  or  fix 
•weeks,   upon  the  following  confiderations. 

ift,  That  his  Majefty  may  have  an  account  of  the 
whole  ftate  of  the  kingdom.  This  was  given  by  the 
earl  of  Strafford  twice  or  thrice,  within  the  time  of 
his  government. 

2dly,  Concerning  the  calling  of  the  parliament 
here  next  year,  and  propofing  the  heads  of  feveral 
public  bills  ;  and  alfo  what  profpecl:  may  be  had  of 
fupplies  for  the  repair  of  neceffary  forts,  recruiting 
the  ftores,  and  other  public  occafions,  which  may  re- 
quire it. 

3dly,  In  regard  the  whole  frame  of  affairs  here 
muft  be  new  modelled,  againft  the  expiration  of  my 
lord  Ranelagh's  contract  ;  which,  as  alfo  the  farm  of 
his  Majefty's  revenue  here,  will  determine  at  Chrift- 
mas  next,  it  ought  therefore  to  be  confidered, 

ift,  Whether  it  be  better  for  his  Majefty  to  let 
his  revenue  in  farm,  or  to  keep  it  in  management. 
If  the  latter  be  agreed  on,  it  will  be  requifite  that 
commiflioners   be  thought  of   to  take    care  of   that 

affair. 
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affair.  2dly,  Some  rules  and  inftruclions  muft  be 
agreed  on,  for  the  lieutenant  to  guide  himfelf  by,  in 
relation  to  the  revenue  ;  as  for  inftance,  that  which 
has  difordered  his  Majefty's  affairs  fo  much,  and 
brought  him  into  debt  here,  is  this,  that  letters  for 
gifts  and  gratuities  were  obtained  in  England,  which 
the  lieutenant,  as  foon  as  they  come  over,  immedi- 
ately granted  warrants  upon,  without  confidering 
whether  there  were  a  fund  clear  for  anfwering  the 
fame'  (nay  the  vice  treafurer,  viz.  my  lord  of  An- 
glefey,  did  often  warrant  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  had 
letters  immediately  directed  to  himfelf,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  monies)  which  warrants,  upon  his  Majefty's 
letters,  with  acquittances  from  the  perfons  concerned, 
were  fufficient  vouchers  upon  pafTing  the  vice  trea- 
furers  accounts  ;  and  he  then  telling  the  perfons 
there  was  no  money  in  the  treafury,  and  that  he 
muft  borrow  what  he  furnifhed  them  with  ;  com- 
pounded with  them  at  what  rates  himfelf  pleafed  ; 
and  took  acquittances  for  the  whole :  nay,  it  was  the 
practice  not  to  pay  the  money  even  for  thefe  compo- 
fitions,  till  the  whole  was  paffed  upon  account  in  the 
exchequer  ;  fo  that  fuch  great  gains  being  to  be  made 
by  monies  payable  on  letters,  thefe  were  anfwered  as 
in  the  manner  above-named,  and  the  eftablifhment 
left  unpaid.  To  obviate  which  inconvenience  for  the 
future,  it  may  be  thought  neceffary  that  the  lieu- 
tenant have  a  pofitive  inftruction  not  to  iffue  any 
warrant  upon  any  letters  of  bounty,  till  the  efta- 
blifhment be  paid,  and  to  fee  the  fund  clear  to  anfwer 
the  fame  ;  by  which  means  his  Majefty  will  be  kept 
out  of  debt,  and  the  perfons  on  whom  he  fhall  be 
pleafed  to  beftow  his  liberality,  will  receive  the  full 
benefit  thereof,  without  compofition  or  deduction, 
other  than  the  regular  fees.     That  whatfoever  letters 

come 
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come,  the  lieutenant  fign  no  orders  for  placing  any 
payment  in  the  eftablifhment,  beyond  what  the  cer- 
tain revenue  will  bear.  Others  alio  of  the  fame  ne- 
cefiity,  and  like  kind,  may  be  propofed, 

3dJy,  A  new  eftablifhment  muft  be  framed,  wherein 
will  be  feveral  things  fit  to  be  difcourfed  of,  which, 
cannot  fo  well  be  writ  at  large  in  letters, 

4thly,  By  his  Majefty's  command,  all  the  records 
©f  the  kingdom,  which  relate  to  the  diftribution  of 
lands,  by  the  act  of  Settlement,  have  been  fearched, 
and  extracts  made  out  of  them,,  in  order  to  the  dif- 
covery  of  concealed  lands.  This  work  is  contained 
in  twelve  or  fourteen  volumes,  now  ready  to  be  fent 
over,  and  much  matter  will  arife  upon  this  fubjeel,  to 
propofe  to  his  Majefty,  in  order  to  the  finding  out 
fuch  lands  as  are  fraudulently  concealed,  and  con«- 
cerning  the  diftribution  of  them,  purfuant  to  the  acts 
of  Settlement. 

5thly,  There  is  a  necefTary  work  which  is  near 
eompleated,  viz.  the  future  fettlement  of  his  Ma- 
jefty 's  revenue  of  quit-rents,  which  muft  be  done  by 
abating  them  on  fuch  lands  as  are  unprofitable  ;  and 
alfo  by  providing  in  fome  meafure,  to  anfwer  the 
arrears  due  to  the  farmers  %,  and  to  fhew  how  much 
muft  be  faid  to  explain  this  one  particular,  and  make 
it  intelligible,  a  dialogue  is  drawn  up  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  which  may  be  looked  upon  ;  and  this  may  be 
one  inftance  for  all,  to  evidence  how  much  muft  be 
writ  upon  the  feveral  heads  of  thefe  matters  tranf- 
acted  in  England,  and  the  lieutenant  not  upon  the 
place. 

6thly,  To 
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6thly,  To  confider  of  fome  courfe,  to  compofe  the 
diforders  of  the  city  of  Dublin. 

If  the  lieutenant  be  in  Ireland,  and  my  lord  Rane- 
lagh  be  in  England,  when  this  point  fhall  be  refolved, 
he  will  infallibly  have  the  nomination  of  all  the 
commiffioners  ;  and  it  will  be  a  great  hardfhip  that 
the  lieutenant  (ball  be  anfwerable  for  all  mifcarriages, 
and  not  to  have  his  part  in  the  recommendation  of 
thofe  perfons  who  are  to  be  intrufted  with  the  col- 
lection of  public  monies,  but  will  be  kept  in  the  dark 
by  the  vice  treafurer,  and  not  be  able  to  know  any 
thing  of  the  treafury,  but  what  he  pleafeth  to  com- 
municate to  him.  If  the  lieutenant  be  not  in  Eng- 
land when  this  is  done,  my  lord  Ranelagh  will  infert 
penfions  for  whom  he  pleafeth,  and  perhaps  procure 
fums  of  money  for  feveral  whom  it  may  be  conve- 
nient for  him  to  gratify,  and  thereby  divert  the  ad- 
drelTes  and  applications  of  all  officers  and  fuitors  to 
himfelf,  who  ought  to  have  their  immediate  depen- 
dance  on  the  lieutenant. 

•eoooooocooooooooooo  oo»ooooo  0000  ooooooosooooooooooaoeooscoooooooooooocoocooooooooootocosoooftOCOv} 

To  the  Earl  of  Caftlehaven. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  May  22,  1675. 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  15th  inftanr,  wherein 
you  defire  the  pafling  a  grant  for  an  additional 
penfion,  directed  by  letter  of  his  Majefty's,  dated 
April  18,  1674,  to  be  paid  on  the  eftablifhment. 
Your  lordfhip  cannot  be  ignorant  that  this  whole  re- 
venue is  at  prefent  out  of  his  Majefty's  hands,  and 
transferred  to  my  lord  Ranelagh,  &c.  in  order  to  the 
payment  of  debts,    and   anfwering   an  eftablifhment 

which 
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which  is  not  to  exceed  1718431.  5s.  6d.  This  be- 
ing compleatly  filled  up,  if  his  Majefty  grant  any 
more  than  the  fore-mentioned  fum  on  the  eftablifh- 
ment,  'tis  in  my  lord  Ranelagh  and  partners  choice 
to  ftop  the  money  ;  whereas,  for  example,  if  the 
grant  be  complied  with,  they  may  forbear  the  pay- 
ment of  100 1.  per  annum,  to  anyone  troop  of  the 
army  or  the  like.  1  have  divers  letters  of  the  fame 
nature  before  me  ;  as  one  for  300 1.  penfion  to  colonel 
Willoughby,  another  of  200 1.  per  annum  to  lord 
Roche's  children,  and  fome  more  of  the  fame  kind, 
which,  mould  i  purfue  it,  would  bring  all  the  af- 
fairs into  confufion,  and  I  could  not  be  certain  of 
having  the  troops  or  the  civil  lift  duly  paid.  'Tis 
poflible,  fome  who  are  fubtle  enough  on  that  fide 
the  water  where  your  lordfhip  is,  to  caft  it  off  from 
themfelves,  may  lay  the  weight  of  denying  men  upon 
me,  and  fo  may  tell  your  lordfhip  that  the  money 
fhould  be  anfwered,  if  I  would  do  my  part  ;  and 
perhaps  they  may  inftance  the  fund  for  the  main  re- 
giment, concordatums,  or  other  things  j  but  were  I 
upon  the  place,  I  could  fo  clearly  mew  how  all  thefe 
are  cloyed  with  payments,  and  anticipated  with  af- 
fignments,  as  'tis  impoflible  for  me  to  do  it.  Mr. 
Godolphin,  the  bearer  hereof,  can  demonftrate  to 
your  lordfhip,  that  not  any  difrefpecl:  to  you,  but 
purely  the  impoflibility  of  effecting  it,  hath  forced  me 
to  refpite  the  execution  of  this  his  Majefty's  letter. 
And  I  hope  your  lordfhip  will  not  believe  me  (for 
an  omiflion  thus  grounded)  to  be  other,  than  as  I  am, 
moft  really, 

Your  Lordfhip's 

faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  Sir  Arthur  Capel. 

Dublin  Caftle,    May  25,  1675. 
Dear  Brother, 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  18th,   but  Mr.  Go- 
dolphin,    who  parted  hence  on  Saturday,  will,  I 
hope,  reach  London   by  that  time    this   letter  comes 
to  you,  and  fo  will  leave  the   lefs  for  me  to  fay  upon 
the  fubjecl:  you  have  lately  wrote  to  me.     As  to  my 
lord  duke  of  Ormond,  I  cannot  imagine  why  there 
fhould  be  any  fufpicion  ef  unkindnefs  between  him 
and  me  ;  for,  I  am  fure,  there  is  no  concern  of  his 
here  that  I  have  been  wanting  to  the  promoting  of  it,fo 
far  as    was    confiftent  to  his  Majefty's  fervice.     Not 
only  fince  my  coming  hither,   but  even  for  a  good 
fpace  of  time  before,  there  was  a  good  underftand- 
ing  between  us  ;    and  I  do  not  know  why  I  fhould 
live   ill  with   any  of  his  Majefty's  minifters,  whilft  I 
am  in  his  Majefty's  fervice.     There  are  factions  in 
the  court,  and  thofe  very  high  againft  each  other ; 
but  for  my  taking  part  with  one  or  the  other,  I  can- 
not comprehend  how  it  is  my  bufinefs  :  therefore  you 
may  do  well  to  aflure  my  lord  of  Ormond  of  my  re- 
flect and    fervice  for  him.     In  a  former  letter  you 
fpeak  of  fome  difpute  between   my  lord  Chamberlain 
and  my  lord  Ranelagh  concerning  1250I.      I  do  not 
well  underftand  upon  what  ground  my  lord  Ranelagh 
can  argue  this.     I  remember  it  was  myfelf  difcovered, 
on  perufal  of  my  lord  Ranelagh's  account,  that  by  his 
contract  he  undertook  to  pay  my   lord  of  Arlington 
6250 1.   being  the  fuppofed  remainder  of  a  grant  from 
his  Majefty  of  iooool.      If  he  had  but  paid  my  lord 
of    Arlington    the   5000I,    the    10000L    had    been 
compleatedj  which  arofe  from  this,  that  1250I.  were 

paid 
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paid  to  my  lord  of  Arlington  more  than  my  lord 
Ranelagh  knew  of  when  he  made  his  contract  ;  but 
my  lord  Ranelagh  having  undertaken  to  pay  a  de- 
terminate fum  of  6250  1.  tho'  my  lord  of  Arlington 
could  claim  no  more  than  the  complement  of  iooool. 
yet  my  lord  Ranelagh  was  obliged  to  pay  the  6250I. 
fo  as  the  King  might  beftow  the  other  1250  1.  where 
he  pleafed  ;  and,  if  I  miftake  not,  there  is  a  letter 
by  me,  to  grant  it  to  the  earl  of  Arlington.  This 
is  the  true  Itate  of  the  cafe,  and,  as  I  conceive,  no 
body  can  give  a  determination  to  it  but  the  King 
himfelf.  Before  the  next  I  fhall  fpeak  with  Mr. 
Leigh,  my  lord  Chamberlain's  agent,  and  then  give 
you  a  further  account  of  this  matter.  Pray  ac- 
knowledge to  my  lord  of  Arlington  the  receipt  of  his 
letter  of  the  13th  inftant,  which  I  fhall  anfwer  by 
the  next,  having  no  time  to  do  it  now. 

I  am, 

Your  moft  affectionate  brother, 

ESSEX. 

To  Mr.Harbord. 

Dublin  Caftle,  May  25,  1675. 
Mr.  Harbord, 

I  Have  yours  of  the  18th  inftant,  and  together 
with  it  a  memorial  concerning  feveral  letters 
which  you  have  made  my  lord  Treafurer  acquainted 
with.  I  have  alfo  received  one  of  the  fame  date 
fronj  my  lord  Treafurer  himfelf,  the  like  in  efFecl: 

with 
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with  the  memorial  in  your  letter.  I  fear  the  diffe- 
rences between  the  two  houfes  will  caufe  the  par- 
liament to  break:  up  in  fome  diforder,  which  will 
draw  fuch  confequences  after  it,  as  may  difcompofe 
us  all.  Two  letters  from  Sir  Thomas  Blake  have 
come  to  my  hands,  wherein  he  feems  to  excufe  him- 
felf  for  having  moved  fome  bufinefs  in  England, 
without  having  fir  ft  acquainted  me  with  it  :  though, 
indeed,  all  men  ought  to  let  me  know  their  preten- 
tions, before  they  are  ftirred  on  that  fide  the  water  5 
yet  this  is  an  honeft  gentleman,  and  did  not  fail  out 
of  any  intention  to  difoblige  me  5  therefore  I  deft-re 
you  to  let  him  know  I  do  not  take  it  ill.  Forget 
not  to  tell  my  lord  Treafurer  that  I  have  his  of  the 
18th,  but  there  being  no  bufinefs  to  anfwer,  'twill 
be  enough  by  yon  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  thereof, 
As  for  the  farmers,  they  do  not  behave  themfelves 
well  towards  me,  nor  indeed,  fairly  towards  the  King  ; 
and  why  I  fhould  have  a  good  opinion  of  them, 
whilft  I  find  them  failing,  I  do  not  underftand  ;  for 
I  will  keep  them  to  their  duty  if  I  can  :  and  this 
you  may  let  any  of  them  know  that  are  on  that  fide 
the  water.  Having  nothing  further  to  add,  I  re- 
■aajfl» 

Your-moft  affectionate  friend, 


ESSEX 


To 
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To  Mr.  Harbord. 

Dublin  Caftle,   May  29,   1675. 
Mr.  Harbord, 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  22d  inftant,  and 
doubt  not  but  you  will  follow  the  rules  therein 
fet  down,  not  to  engage  with  any  parties  whatfoever, 
but  to  keep  fair  with  all  his  Majefty's  minifters, 
which  is  that  I  have  ever  refolved  to  do.  As  my 
lord  Ranelagh's  contract  and  the  farm  grow  near  ex- 
pired, fo  I  do  daily  find  that  there  will  be  much 
work  on  my  hands  at  Chriftmas  next  to  fettle  and 
adjuft  all  things  relating  to  thefe  bargains,  that  his 
Majefty's  revenue  may  be  in  a  good  pofture,  either  to 
keep  in  management,  or  to  let  it  to  farm  ;  and,  I 
believe,  few  men  in  England  will  be  able  to  judge 
the  many  intricacies  and  perplexities  which  are  in  this 
work. 

My  lord  of  Tyrone,  as  I  am  told,  is  fome  time 
fince  gone  for  England.  He  is  a  peer  of  the  realm, 
a  privy  counfellor,  governor  of  the  county  and  city 
ofWaterford,  and  captain  of  a  foot-company.  Any  one 
of  thefe  qualifications  do  oblige  him  to  have  the  lord 
lieutenant's  licence  before  he  depart  out  of  the  king- 
dom. I  hear  he  had  fome  prefling  occafions  to  go 
into  England,  and  had  he  afked,  he  fhould  not  have 
been  denied  leave.  But  fhould  I  not  take  notice  of 
men,  who,  being  under  command,  prefume  to  flight 
the  governor  fo  much,  as  to  go  where  they  lift,  I 
might  be-  well  thought  negligent  of  his  Majefty's 
afiairs.  I  would  therefore  have  you  fpeak  to  both 
the  fecretaries,  defiring  them  to  flop  any  letters  from 
his  Majefty  to  licenfe  his  abfence  ;  it  being  an  infuf- 
ferable  thing,  and  of  moft  mifchievous   confequence 

in 
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in  an  army,  to  let  officers  go  where  they  pleafe, 
without  acquainting  their  general  therewith.  Pray 
let  my  lord  Conway  and  lord  Ranelagh  know,  that 
I  have  both  theirs  of  the  22d  inftant.  The  folem- 
nities  of  this  day  take  up  fo  much  time,  that  'tis 
impoflible  for  me  to  anfwer  them,  but  by  the  next 
they  fhall  hear  from  me.  Tell  my  brother  Harry 
alfo,  that  I  have  his  of  the  22d,  and  that  the  laft  I 
wrote  to  him  did  fully  ftate  the  cafe  of  my  lord  of 
Arlington's  concerns  relating  to  the  1250 1. 

I  am,  your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX. 


To  Mr.  Godolphin. 

Dublin  Cattle,   May  29,    1675. 
Mr.  Godolphin, 

THE  veflel  being  returned  that  carried  you  over, 
and  giving  me  an  account  that  they  landed 
you  at  Chefter  water  on  Monday  evening,  makes  me 
prefume  this  letter  will  not  fail  the  meeting  you  at 
London.  The  winding  up  all  matters  relating  to 
my  lord  Ranelagh's  contract,  and  the  farmers  grant 
(both  which  muft  be  done  at  Chriftmas  nexr)  doth 
every  day  appear  to  me  full  of  intricacies  ;  and  there 
are  fo  many  confiderations  to  be  had  in  order  to  his 
Majefty's  future  revenue  of  this  kingdom,  and  thofe 
of  fuch  natures,  as  will  require  not  only  a  great  deal 
of  prudence  and  judgment  to  manage,  but  likewife 
mod  particular  initru&ions  from  his  Majefty  -,  all 
which  do  convince  me  of  the  neceffity  of  my  fpending 

Q.  fomc 
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fome  little  time  in  England  this  fummer  :  and  I  fear 
his  Majefty  will  be  greatly  prejudiced,  unlefs  he  be 
clearly  informed  of  the  nature  of  feveral  queftions 
which  will  necelTarily  arife  upon  this  fubjecl: :  where- 
fore I  doubt  not  but  you  will  be  careful  of  that  er- 
rand which  carried  you  for  England  ;  and  particularly 
in  purfuing  your  iriflru&ions,  to  make  it  evident  to 
all  his  Majefty's  minifters,  that  it  is  only  propofed 
by  me  for  the  furtherance  of  his  Majefty's  fervice, 

I    am, 

Your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX. 

To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  May  29,  1675. 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  18th  inftant,  and  am 
forry  to  find  that  a  perfon  of  your  flation  and 
judgment  fhould  have  fo  many  melancholy  thoughts 
concerning  affairs,  which  may  well  malce  one,  at  the 
diftance  as  I  am,    doubt  of  the  event  of  things. 

One  matter,  poffibly  of  fome  moment,  I  have  to' 
acquaint  you  with  :  a  Spanifh  fliip  was  taken  by  a 
trench  privateer  clofe  to  the  bar  of  this  harbour, 
and  carried  away  on  Thurfday  in  the  evening.  We 
have  no  civilians  here  that  can  inform  me  how  jufti- 
*  liable  this  action  is  ;  for,  tho'  it  were  a  little  without 
the  bar  the  (hip  was  feized,  yet  was  it  within  the 
bar  ;  which  may  in  fome  fort  be  reckoned  part  of 
the  harbour,  divers  fhips  never  coming  over,  but 
anchoring  without  the  bar.     This  accident  has  much 

difturbed 
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difturbed  the  merchants  of  this  town  :  indeed,  I 
conceive,  there  ought  to  be  one  of  his  Majefty's  fri- 
gates attending  here,  to  prevent  any  infults  of  this 
nature  ;  for  unlefs  fome  men  of  war  do  fecure  us, 
any  privateer  may  come  in  and  do  what  they  pieafe 
among  the  fhips,  who  are  many  of  them  Dutch,  the 
merchants  of  this  town  trading  generally  in  thofe 
bottoms.  But  of  this  particular  affair  I  have  ordered 
examination  to  be  taken,  and  by  the  next  fhall  give 
you  a  punctual  account  of  all  the  circumftances. 

I  am, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant* 

ESSEX. 

•MseooooooocMoooooooeooooeoooooooootooaooooooooooooooocoooooooooooooooooooooooooodoooooooooco* 

To  the  Earl  of  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,    May  31,    1675* 

YOUR  moft  obliging  letter  of  the  13th  of  May 
I  received  the  laft  week  3  and  tho'  I  do  not 
often  trouble  your  lordfhip  with  any  of  mine,  yet  I 
hope  your  lordfhip  always  finds,  that  upon  any  occa- 
fion,  where  my  fervice  may  be  of  ufe  to  you,  I  am 
very  forward  to  ac~t  my  part  ;  and  do  aflure  your 
lordfhip,  I  mall  conftantly  perform  it  with  all  the 
readinefs  imaginable.  It  is,  I  know,  a  difficult  mat- 
ter, at  this  diftance,  to  judge  of  affajrs  with  you  : 
nay,  I  believe,  the  moft  dextrous  man  that  is,  tho* 
upon  the  place,  is  yet  ofcen  to  feek  how  to  carry 
himfelf.  As  to  my  own  particular,  the  plainnefs  of 
my  dealings,  I  doubt  not,  will  fupport  me  at  all 
times.  I  have  often  charged  my  brother  and  Mr. 
Q^  2  Harbord 
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Harbord  to  keep  all  things  concerning  me  in  that 
tract,  without  muffling  or  artifice.  I  hope  they  have 
purfued  my  concerns  in  that  manner  t  and  I  am 
much  the  more  confirmed  in  this  behalf,  by  the 
teftimony  of  your  lordfhip's  letter.  If  the  faction  of 
the  world  mould  fo  much  change,  as  that  fteady  and 
downright  way  which  I  have  always  practifed,  mould 
tender  me  ufelefs  to  the  publick,  I  mould  moft 
chearfully  fit  down  at  home.  But  I  can  never  think 
any  pains  too  great  ;  nor  am  I  furprized  at  any  dif- 
ficulties which  do  arife,  whilft  his  Majefty  is  pleafed 
to  retain  a  favourable  opinion  of  me  :  to  the  confir- 
mation and  continuance  whereof,  I  prefume  your 
lordfhip  will  ever  be  afliftant,  as  the  kindeft  part  you 
can  do  for  him,  who  is  moft  unfeignedly, 
Your   lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  Sir  Henry  Capel. 

Dear  Brother,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  i,  1675. 

THIS  ferves  only  to  tell  you  that  I  have  yours 
of  the  25th  of  May,  which  gives  me  an  ac- 
count that  Mr.  Harbord  is  gone  you  know  not  welj 
whither,  and  to  defire  you  to  deliver  the  inclofed  to 
my  lord  of  Arlington.  I  prefume  Mr.  Godolphin 
hath  been  with  you  ere  this  ;  and  till  I  hear  from 
him  I  have  little  more  to  fay,   but  remain, 

Your  moft  affectionate  brother, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  the  Lord  Conway. 

Dublin  Caftle,   June  1,  1675. 
My  Lord, 

NOT  being  able  to  write  to  you  myfelf  the  lafr. 
poft,    I   appointed  Mr.  Harbord   to  acquaint 
you,    that   I    had  yours    of  the  22d   of  May,    fince 
which  time    I    have    had   notice   from    Sir    Arthur 
Forbefe,  that  you  made  fome  doubt  whether  all  the 
letters  you  wrote   were  arrived  here.     We  have  re- 
ceived one  of  the  firft  of  May,  directed  to  my  wife, 
one   to   myfelf,    and  another  to  my  wife,  both   da- 
ted  May  the  4th,  and  another  "to  myfelf,  dated   the 
nth,  and  this  laft  to  me,  of  the  22d,  fo  as  I  prefume 
they  are  all   now  acknowledged.     By   this  laft  I  per- 
ceive my  lord  Ranelagh  takes  it  not  very  well,  that  I 
have  fent  over  the  cafe  ftated  concerning  the  payment 
of  5000 1.   per  annum  to  my  lord  of  Ormond,   after 
the  expiration  of  his  contract.     I  am  fure  the  cafe 
deferves   to  be    refolved  ;   and  by  the  moft  judicious 
men  T  can  fpeak  with  here,    they  are  clear  of  opinion 
fome  courfe  ought  tp  be  taken  to  fecure  the  King  in 
it.     I  do  not  well  know  how  it    is   confident  with 
my  duty  to  let  it  go  longer  undetermined,  fince  the 
Jaft  fupply  of  the  year's  value   is  to  cenie  in  at  Mi- 
chaelmas  next  ;  and   for  my  own    part,   I  will  per- 
form the  truft    committed    to   my  charge,   and    not 
be  terrified  or  put  out  of  my  way   upon  any  confide- 
ration  whatfoever.     As  to  the  (ending  thefe  papers  to 
Mr.  fecretary  Coventry  as  well  as   to  my  lord  Trea- 
furer,  I  conceive  your   Lordfhip   is  in   a  miftake,   in 
thinking  that  by  my  inftructions  I  ought   to  tranfmit 
them  to   my  lord   Treafurer   only ;   for   the   fcope  of 
thefe  inftruclions  lead  only  to  this,  that  when  letters 
Q.3  relating 
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relating  to  the  revenue,  or  lands,  &c.  come  from 
the  fecretary's,  I  am  not  to  pafs  them,  unlefs  my 
lord  Treafurer's  report  be  inferted  in  the  fame  let- 
ters :  and  therefore,  confequently,  when  letters  do 
come  without  the  form,  I  return  copies  oyer  to  my 
lord  Treafurer  before  I  give  my  order  upon  them. 
But  there  is  not  one  word  in  my  inftruclions  to  ex- 
clude the  correfponding  with  the  fecretaries  :  I  muft 
keep  the  bufinefs  in  that  method  wherein  it  formerly 
was.  By  a  letter  from  my  lord  Ranelagh,  as  well  as 
that  of  your  lordfhip's,  I  perceive  you  have  made  a 
little  more  noife  of  that  which  concerned  my  lord 
Ranelagh,  relating  to  grants,  than  I  intended  by 
my  letter  ;  for  you  have  been  with  the  King  about 
it,  and  you  have  alfo  fhown  the  letter  itfelf  to  my 
lord  Ranelagh,  who  is  a  little  fcandalized,  at  my  fay- 
ing he  has  many  irons  in  the  fire.  What  I  know  of 
this,  I  had  from  your  lordfhip,  that  was,  aiming  to 
be  of  the  bed-chamber,  to  be  an  earl,  to  he  a  privy 
counfellor  of  England  ;  fo  as  what  I  offered  was 
purely  to  yourfelf  :  and  tho'  there  be  nothing  in  that 
letter  of  mine  but  what  I  can  very  well  juftify,  yet  I 
may,  many  times,  (believing  your  lordfhip  to  be  my 
intimate  friend)  write  things  to  you  which  will  not 
be  convenient  to  be  fhewn  to  the  parties  themfelves. 
And  upon  this  ground  I  have  writ  my  thoughts  with 
as  much  freedom,  and  perhaps  carelefsn^fs,  as  I  ufed 
to  difcourfe  with  your  lordfhip  in  my  clofet,  and  (hall 
continue  fo  to  do,  prefuming  upon  the  entirenefs  of 
your  lordfhip's  affections  to  me  ;  and  leaving  the  ufe 
thereof  to  be  made  as  you  conceive  beft.  I  am  with 
perfect  truth, 

Your  lordfhip's  mod  faithful  humble  fervanr, 

ESSEX, 


Tq 
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To  the  Lord  Ranelagh. 

Dublin  Cattle,  June  1,  1675. 
My  Lord, 

BY  your  lordfhip's  of  the  22d  of  May,  which  I 
have  newly  received,  I  find  that  my  lord  Con- 
way has  had  fome  difcourfe  with  you  concerning 
grants  here.  I  cannot  but  profefs,  that  'tis  one  of 
the  tenderer!:  points  to  a  perfon  in  my  ftation,  to 
caft  on  the  chief  governor  the  odium  of  denying  fuch 
letters  of  his  Majefty's  bounty,  as  many  times  indeed 
cannot  be  complied  with  j  as  alfo  to  endeavour  to 
procure  favours  and  liberalities,  and  thereby  engaging 
the  dependance  on  another,  which  ought  to  be  ac- 
knowledged as  flowing  from  his  Majefty's  grace  : 
yet,  if  he  who  commands  here,  be  not  the  hand 
through  which  thefe  are  difpenfed,  it  will  foon  dis- 
able him  from  having  that  influence  on  the  people, 
as  is  neceflary  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  his  place.  I 
am  fure,  your  lordfhip  could  not,  at  your  laft  being 
in  Ireland,  but  obferve  what  an  intere.fl  remains  of  a 
great  man  who  commanded  here  many  years,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  abfolute  power  he  had  of  gfatifying  mul- 
titudes of  p  ople.  And  I  do  not  know  how  'tis  pof- 
fible  this  kingdom  will  ever  be  reduced  to  that  true 
dependance  on  the  crown,  as  it  ought,  unlefs  fome 
means  be  ufed  to  convince  the  world  that  the  like 
power  of  doing  good  to  thofe  who  are  faithful,  is  in- 
trufted  with  another  Governor,  as  was  with  him. 
Any  thing,  therefore,  which  may  tend  to  an  under- 
mining or  demolishing  of  thofe  fupports,  does  con- 
fequently  hinder  this  work,  which,  I  conceive,  is 
highly  neceflary  for  the  King's  fervice.  And  this  I 
would  not  fcruple  to  fay,  even  to  his  M^jefty  himfelf, 

Q.  4  tho* 
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tho'  another,  (and  he  one  whom  I  had  no  friendfhip 
for)  were  in  the  place  where  I  am.     Wherefore  your 
lordfhip  ought  not  to  think  it  ftrange,  if  I  am  jealous 
of  the   fmalleft  touch   upon  this  firing.     And  I  am 
very  confident,  that  one  who  is   matter  of  To  much 
reafon  as  yourfelf,  and    that  underftands  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  this  kingdom  and  people  here  fo  well  as  you 
do,  cannot  but  agree  with  me   in  this  particular.     It 
were  very  happy,  that  all  the  feveral  members  of  the 
body  politick  did  accord  in  the  performance  of  their 
proper  functions,  as  they  do  in  a  healthy  body  na- 
tural :  for  then  the  like  ftren^th   and  vio-our  would 
appear  in  this,   as  is  often  feen  in  the  other  :    but 
doubtlefs,  your  lordfnip  has  no  reafon   to  take  it  ill  j 
for  when  I  fufpect  you  do  in  fome  things  exceed  the 
bounds  of  your  place,  I  tell  you  gently  of  it  by   a 
friend  efpecially  ;  it  being  to  no  other  end  than  to  con- 
tinue and  preferve  a  good  correfpondence  betwixt  us  : 
and  the  freedom  I  have  ufed  to  you  in  this  letter,  I 
defire  you  to  keep  to  yourfelf  3  unlefs  you  think  fit  to 
fhew   it   to   my    lord   Conway,    or   at  fome   leifure 
time  tp  my  lord  Treafurer,    there  being  hints  in  it 
relating  to  a  perfon  which  you  cannot  miftake.     And, 
for  my  own    part,   1  hold   it  the  beft  way  of  going 
through  with  the   King's  bufmefs,   to   do  it   calmly, 
without  falling  foul  of  any  man,  or  engaging  myfelf 
in  needlefs  contefls  :   and  for  this  reafon  I  again  de- 
fire  this  letter  may  not  go  further  than  I  have  already 
mentioned.     By    what   I    have  communicated,   your 
lordfhip  may  eafily  judge  of  the  reality  wherewith  I 
am, 

Your  lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


Tq 
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To  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,   June  1,   1675. 

THIS  ferves  only  to  enclofe  a  petition  of  the  49 
officers,  it  being  prefented  by  them  to  me,  I 
made  anfwer,  I  could  do  nothing  in  the  matter,  his 
Majefty  having  concluded  the  palling  of  a  grant 
therein  mentioned,  to  colonel  Gary  Dillon,  by  feveral 
repeated  letters  ;  and  it  lying  out  of*  my  power,  I 
told  them  that  they  muft  make  their  application  in 
England,  if  they  expected  any  relief.  That  you  may 
be  acquainted  with  the  whole  proceedings  relating  to 
this  bufmefs,  I  have  fent  you  the  copies  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  letters,  as  alfo  of  the  reptefentaticn  I  made  to 
the  lord  of  Arlington  upon  this  fubjecl:,  all  which  arc 
here  enclofed.     I  remain 

Your  m°ft  friths  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX, 


The  humble  petition  of  the  Trujlees  appointed  to  manage 
the  fecurlty  of  the  49  officer i. 

Humbly  jheweth, 

THAT  his  facred  Majefty,  taking  into  his 
princely  confideration  the  eminent  actings  and 
fufferings  of  the  faid  officers  in  His  and  the  fervice 
of  his  Father,  in  the  war  of  Ireland,  before  the  5th 
of  June,  1649  ;  and  that  neverthelefs,  by  the  par- 
tiality and  injuftice  of  the  late  ufurped  powers,  there 
was  no  provifion  made  for  the  fatisfaclion  of  the  faid 
juft  and  honourable  fervice,  was  gracioufly  pleafed, 

by 
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by  his  publick  declaration  of  the  30th  of  November, 
in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  reign,  which  foon  after 
was  enacted  and  made  a  law  by  the  Acls  of  Settlement 
and  Explanation,  to  declare,  that  all  the  forfeited 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  undifpofed  of 
to  adventurers  and  foldiers  in  the  counties  of  Wick- 
low,  Longford,  Leitrim,  and  Donegall,  and  in  the 
province  of  Conaught  and  county  of  Clare,  lying 
within  one  mile  of  the  river  Shannon,  or  the  fea, 
and  all  the  houfes  and  tenements  forfeited  within  the 
feveral  walled  towns  and  corporations,  and  lands 
thereunto  belonging,  not  then  fet  out  to  adventurers 
or  foldiers  (except  fome  houfes  in  Wexford)  toge- 
ther with  the  benefit  arifing;  from  mortgages^  ftatutes- 
ftaple  and  judgments,  where  the  lands  were  not  then 
difpofed,  (except  as  in  the  faid  acts  is  excepted)  to- 
gether with  a  year,  and  a  year  and  half's  rent  im- 
pofed  on  the  foldiers,  which  was  afterwards  by  the 
£.c~l  of  Explanation  afcertained  and  reduced  to  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  fhould  be  and  remain  for 
fatisfa&ion  of  the  perfonal  arrears  of  the  faid  officers, 
in  fuch  method,  manner,  and  proportion,  as  by  the 
faid  Declaration  and  A&s  are  limited  and  appointed ; 
wherein  it  is  provided,  that  fuch  of  the  faid  officers 
who  had  no  fatisfa&ion  in  lands  or  otherwife,  for 
fervice  fince  1649,  fhould  be  immediately  fatibfied 
out  of  the  faid  fecurities  12s.  6  d.  per  pound,  and 
the  remaining  part  to  be  equally  divided  amongft  all 
and  every  the  commiilioned  officers,  who  had  any 
arrears  due  for. fervice  in  Ireland  before  the  year 
1649.  That  by  the  faid  acts  great  care  is  taken,  that 
the  faid  fecurity  be  fet  out  to  the  faid  officers,  ac 
cording  to  their  refpeclive  arrears  of  pay  due  unto 
them,  in  an  equal  proportion,  with  equality  and 
indifferency,  without  priority,  precedency,  or  pre- 
ference, 
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ference,  as  by  the  very  many  claufes  and  inftruftions 
in  the  faid  A£ts  of  Settlement  and  Explanation  con- 
tained, whereunto  the  petitioners  refer  themfelves,  it 
doth  and  may  appear. 

That  upon  the  distribution  of  the  faid  fecurity  by 
his  Majefty's  commiffioners,  for  executing  the  acts  of 
Settlement  and  Explanation,  it  fo  fell  out  by  reafon  of 
the  fcantnefs  of  the  faid  fecurity,  in  reference  to  the 
debt  due  to  the  faid  officers  ;  and  partly  by  reafon  that 
very  many  houfes,  and  other  parts  of  the  faid  fecurity 
were  concealed  and  withheld  by  divers  perfons,  who 
pretended  title  to  the  fame ;  and  no  fufficient  time 
given,  or  reward  propounded,  to  fuch  as  mould 
difcover  what  was  fo  concealed  and  withheld. 

That  the  faid  officers,  to  whom  a  fatisfaction  of 
12  s.  6d.  per  pound,  at  lead,  was  appointed  by  the 
faid  acts,  received  after  many  years  attendance,  and 
great  expence  in  attending  and  profecuting  the  fame, 
no  more  than  5  (hillings  in  the  pound  of  their 
debentures,  whereof  3s.  id.  in  the  pound  was  in 
houfes  or  land,  3d.  in  the  pound  in  Limerick,  and 
one  (hilling  and  eight  pence  per  pound,  in  the  ioool. 
appointed  to  be  paid  to  each  of  the  hundred  lots, 
for  which  ioool.  which  was  undoubtedly  the  beft 
and  cleared  part  of  the  faid  fatisfa&ion,  the  faid 
forty  nine  officers,  upon  pretence  of  a  voluntary 
confent,  faid  to  be  given  by  the  faid  officers,  were 
drawn  to  accept  of  a  compofition  of  three  hundred 
eighty  two  pounds,  odd  money,  for  each  of  the 
refpective  icool.  whereof  there  was  no  fuch  com- 
pofition made,  till  the  faid  officers  had  reafon  to 
believe,  that  no  part  of  the  faid  money  (hould  be 
paid,  till  fuch  a  compofition  were  firft  confented  and 
agreed  unto  ;  and  yet  the  whole  money  defigned  for 
the  faid  officers,  had  been,  or  is  now  levying  on  the 

fubjea; 
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fubje&  ;  (o  as  your  petitioners  have  received  left 
than  four  fhillings  in  the  pound  of  their  debentures, 
all  deductions  being  difcounted  j  whereas  all  other 
interefts  provided  for  by  the  faid  acts  of  Settlement 
and  Explanation  were  preferved,  and  kept  intire  and 
inviolable.  Notwithstanding  all  which,  your  petiti- 
oners are  given  to  underftand,  that  colonel  Cary 
Dillon,  who  can  have  no  pretence  to  better,  or 
other  fatisfa&ion  than  your  petitioners,  and  the  gene- 
rality of  the  49  ofHcers,  hath  obtained  letters  or 
warrants  from  his  Majefty,  thereby  granting  unto 
him  a  liberty  and  preference,  to  place  49  arrears  be- 
longing to  him,  or  any  other  from  whom  he  {hall 
acquire  the  fame,  on  any  part  of  the  faid  fecurity  yet 
concealed  or  undifpofed  of,  which  are  to  be  accepted 
of  in  the  purchafe  of  what  ihall  be  fodifcovered,  at 
the  rate  of  7  s,  6d.  in  the  pound,  for  the  faid  arrears, 
to  make  up  a  full  and  compleat  fatisfa&ion  of  12s. 
6d.  in  the  pound,  for  the  faid  arrears  j  whereas  all 
others  have  received  only  5  s.  in  the  pound,  whereby 
the  generality  of  the  faid  officers  are  endeavoured  tq 
be  excluded  from  receiving  equal  proportions  of 
what  remains  undifpofed  of  the  faid  fecurity. 

The  premiiTes  confidered,  and  for  that  the  faid 
a£ts  have  dire&ed  an  equality  of  diftribution  among 
the  faid  officers,  as  aforefaid  j  and  for  that,  the  fai4 
colonel  Cary  Dillon,  who. endeavours  to  obtain  the 
whole  advantage  of  what  remains  undifpofed  yet  of 
the  faid  fecurity,  can  pretend  no  greater  merit  in  his 
Majefty's  fervice,  than  others  of  the  49  officers  ->  and 
neverthelefs  goeth  about  to  elude  and  render  vain 
the  faid  ads  of  Settlement  and  Explanation  :  in  order 
whereunto,  he  hath  doubtlefs  by  furprize  obtained 
the  letters  and  warrants  aforefaid  from  his  Majefty, 
which   your  petitioners  humbly   conceive  he  Would 

not 
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not  have  granted,  had  he  been  rightly  informed, 
under  that  truft,  the  premises  were  veiled  in  him  by 
the  acls  aforefaid. 

They  therefore  humbly  befeech  your  excellency, 
that  if  your  excellency  (hall  not  be  fatisfled  with  the 
truth  of  what  is  alledged  in  this  humble  addrefs  of 
your  petitioners,  they  maybe  admitted  by  their  council 
to  wait  upon  your  excellency  ;  and  that  you  will  be 
pleafed  to  make  a  true  reprefentation  to  his  Majefty, 
of  the  whole  date  of  this  matter,  to  the  end,  that 
one  perfon  fo  little  concerned  in  the  faid  fecurity, 
may  not  carry  away  and  appropriate  to  himfelf  the 
remaining  part  of  that  fecurity,  which  the  faid 
officers  have  purchafed,  with  their  own,  and  the 
blood  of  their  anceftors ;  and  is  by  two  a£h  of  par- 
liament to  be  equally  divided  among  them  ;  and  that 
in  the  mean  time,  no  letters  patents  be  pafTed  under 
the  great  feal,  in  purfuance,  or  by  virtue  or  colour  of 
his  Majefty's  faid  letters  and  warrants,  or  any  other 
proceedings  made  thereupon,  till  his  Majefty 's  further 
pleafure  be  fignified  therein. 

And  your  petitioners  fhall  pray,  &c, 

O.  St.  George.  John  Cole. 

Ran.  Clayton.  Clanbrafill, 

Hans  Hamilton.  R.  Coote. 


To 
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*t o  the  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  I,   1675. 

T  Herewith  fend  your  lordfhip  a  petition  of  the  49 
•*■  officers,  being  a  matter,  whereupon  I  had  long 
ago  reprefented  my  thoughts  to  his  Majefty,  and  re- 
ceived a  fecond  and  third  command.  I  told  them  I 
would  meddle  no  further  in  it,  and  therefore  they 
muft  purfue  their  bufinefs  in  England  ;  and  that  I 
would  fend  over  a  copy  of  their  petition,  but  that 
they  muft  fet  it  on  foot  there  by  their  own  agents. 
That  your  lordfhip  may  know  the  whole  ftate  of  the 
matter,  I  have  here  inclofed  copies  of  the  king's 
three  letters,  and  alfo  a  copy  of  my  own  letter  to  my 
lord  of  Arlington,  bearing  date  the  5th  of  February, 

Your  lordfhip  will  alfo  herewith  receive  copies  of 
two  of  his  Majefty 's  letters,  for  pardoning  the  year's 
value  to  my  lord  Kingfton  and  Sir  George  Lane  ; 
wherein  I  fhall  make  no  progrefs,  till  I  hear  further 
from  your  lordfhip.  Juft  as  I  was  writing  this,  Mrs. 
Willoughby,  wife  to  colonel  Willoughby,  brought 
me  a  letter  from  yourfelf,  wherein  your  lordfhip  is 
pleafed  to  exprefs  your  defire  of  accommodating  her 
with  2  or  300I.  out  of  the  concordatums  ;  if  it  were 
poflible  to  be  done,  I  mould  moft  readily  comply; 
but  I  do  allure  your  lordfhip,  that  there  are  not  above 
fixteen  hundred  pounds  remains  for  all  extraordinary 
occafions  whatfoever  ;  the  reft  of  the  concordatums 
being  charged  with  conftant  annual  payments,  fo  as 
indeed,  the  whole  remaining  within  our  difpofe,  is 
fcarce  able  to  pay  for  the  taking  of  tories,  and  fuch 
other  works  by  the  by,  much  lefs  for  keeping  his 
Majefty's  houfes  in  repair,  removing  ammunition,  or 

ether 
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other  incidents.  So  as  if  I  do  not  furnifh  her  with 
this  fum  (which  however  I  fhall  life  my  beft  endea- 
vours, if  it  can  be  compafTed)  'tis  not  out  of  any 
difrefpecl:  to  fulfil  your  lordfhip's  motion,  but  purely 
bccaufe  the  money  is  not  to  be  had. 

I  am,  your  lordftiip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  1,   1675. 

IN  my  Iaft,  T  promifed  you  a  further  account  of  the 
Spanifh  (hip,  which  was  taken  in  this  bay,  the 
particulars  *  whereof,  and  the  feveral  circumftances 
relating  thereunto,  you  will  find  in  the  examination 
herewith  enclofed  ;  and  that  it  may  be  the  more  in- 
telligible, happening  to  have  a  map  by  me  of  this 
port,  I  have  caufed  the  places  to  be  marked  in  it3 
where  the  thing  was  done.  Here  was  another  French 
fhip  lately  in  this  port,  which  brought  fome  goods 
from  France,  and  owned  herfelf  to  have  a  commifllon 
to  take  any  of  the  French  king's  enemies.  She  went 
out  about  three  or  four  days,  and  is  reported  to  lie  at 
Lambay,  being  an  ifland  about  two  leagues  northward 
from  Hoath.  'Tis  believed  fhe  attends  the  coming 
out  of  fome  Dutch  fhips  who  are  now  in  the  harbour 
lading  goods,  to  return  home.  I  perceive  the  mer- 
chants of  this  city,  are  much  difturbed  with  thefe 
proceedings ;  but  we  have  none  here  (killed  in  that 
fort  of  learning,  to  inform  me  whether  thefe  French 
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are  by  the  marine  laws  juftified  in  what  they  have 
done.  For  my  own  part,  fpeaking  by  guefs,  I  am 
apt  to  think,  that  any  (hip  within  the  bay,  is  doubt- 
kfs  under  his  Majefty*  s  protection,  and  ought  not  to 
be  feized  j  it  being  the  fame  cafe,  as  to  take  a  fhip 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  Thames  :  nay,  I 
doubt  whether  his  Majefty  may  not  challenge,  as  his 
chamber,  the  whole  fea  between  England  and  Ire- 
land, the  coafts  on  both  fides  being  his  own ;  and  if 
fo,  when  any  fhip  is  turned  the  Lands-end  in  Corn- 
wall, (he  muft  be  allowed  to  be  within  his  Majefty's 
protection,  and  confequently  not  to  be  feized  by  any. 
However,  if  practice  and  former  precedents  have  not 
extended  his  Majefty's  power  to  thefe  large  limits, 
that  I  imagine  ;  yet  furely  for  privateers  to  hover 
about  the  mouth  of  one  of  our  harbours,  as  it  were 
befieging  them,  and  feizing  fhips  that  come  in  or  out, 
can  hardly  be  regular.  I  am,  I  confefs,  a  little  appre- 
henfive  of  fome  affront  from  thefe  French  privateers, 
it  being  eafy  for  them  to  come  into  the  harbour,  at 
their  pleafure,  and  there  plunder  or  fire  what  fhips 
they  think  fit.  Nothing  can  remedy  this,  but  his 
Majefty's  fending  a  fmall  frigate  hither  (  one  of 
twenty  or  twenty  five  guns  will  be  beft)  to  fecure  us  : 
in  former  times  this  port  was  feldom  without  one  or 
two  fuch,  and  indeed  confidering  the  cuftoms  his 
Majefty  receives  here,  which  is  commonly  30000I. 
per  annum)  I  think  it  may  well  deferve  to  be  a  little 
better  looked  after.  Having  thus  reprefented  the 
whole,  I  fhall  humbly  fubmit  it  to  his  Majefty's  con- 
fideration,  and  remain, 

Your  moft  faithful 

humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
To 
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The  examination  of  James  Tanner,  gent,  fur- 
veyor  of  the  port  of  Dublin,  who  being  duly  fworn 
and  examined,  faith,  that  on  the  22d  of  this  inftant 
May,  afmall  floop,  of  about  20  tuns,  belonging  to 
Breft,  one  monfieur  Le  Gravell,  commander,  of 
about  twenty  years  of  age,  with  36  men,  and  four 
guns,  came  to  an  anchor,  within  mufquet  fhot  of 
land,  under  Bullock,  and  continued  there  till  the 
2.6th  inftant  -,  and  then  purfued  a  Dutch  fhip  from 
Norway,  coming  into  the  harbour,  and  loft  her ; 
then  came  to  an  anchor  under  the  hill  of  Hoath,  as 
hear  as  fhe  could  lie. 

That  on  the  29th,  a  fhip  coming  into  the  bay, 
from  the  fouthward,  a  Spanifh  bottom,  with  ten  men 
aboard,  from  Bilboa,  laden  with  fruits  and  irons  ; 
the  floop  weighed,  and  with  the  help  of  her  oars,  16 
in  number,  came  up  with  her,  boarded  her,  and 
clapt  fifteen  men  of  his  aboard,  about  7  o'clock  that 
evening.  Seven  of  the  Spaniards  efcaped  before  in 
the  boat,  at  which  three  guns  were  fired.  The 
Spaniard  was  about  forty  tons,  and  was  taken  about 
two  miles  from  the  Bar,  fouthward  ;  about  feven  fa- 
thom water  ;  above  a  league  within  the  two  head- 
lands of  Hoath  and  Bullock  About  nine  that 
evening,  the  Spanifh  merchant,  pilot,  and  one  pri- 
vate feaman,  were  brought  on  board  the  floop,  the 
laft  of  which,  feemed  to  have  his  hands  tortured  with 
matches.  She  flood  off  to  the  fea,  with  the  Spanifh 
fhip,  about  ten  that  night,  with  an  intention  to  go 
to  her  poft.  This  examinant's  caufe  of  knowledge, 
is,  that  he  came  on  board  the  faid  lhallop,  at  the 
very  time  that  the  Spaniard  was  taken. 

Cap.  &  jurat,  coram  me  James  Tanner. 

29  May,   1675. 

John  Topham. 

R  To 
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To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,    June  2,  1675, 

THIS  gentleman,  Mr.  U  flier,  will  attend  you1, 
with  a  report  of  mine,  upon  a  reference  from 
his  Majefty.  The  report  itfelf,  together  with  the 
papers  annexed,  will  fhew  you  the  ftate  of  the  cafe  ; 
he  being  only  a  private  perfon,  I  conceive,  will  have 
difficulty  enough,  in  a  point  of  law,  to  ftruggle 
againft  a  whole  fociety,  and  that  of  the  judges  and 
lawyers  of  this  kingdom.  I  fhall  add  no  more  con- 
cerning the  matter  thereof,  it  being  fully  fet  forth  in 
the  above  mentioned  papers,  but  leave  it  to  his  Ma- 
jefty^ confideration. 

I  am, 

Your   moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

•eeeeoMcooooooooooe  ooMeoeocooooooocMooooseoosjdoo  00000000  ooosaeooooaooooooMooooorMa  oeosooo* 

To  the  lord  MafTareen. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  4,   1675. 

COLONEL  Cecil  going  now  to  Londonderry, 
I  have  appointed  him  to  wait  on  your  lordfhip, 
to  difcourfe  with  you,  concerning  the  beft  means  of 
fupprefling  tories  in  that  country  :  he  will  (hew  your 
lordfhip  my  letter  of  orders  to  him,  on  that  behalf. 

I  directed  my  lord  chief  juftice  to  give  you  an 
anfv/er,  to  fome  of  your  lordmip's  letters,  which  I 
hope  he  hath  done.  I  conceive,  if  fome  of  the  city's 
tenants    were   minded  of   their   duty,    of  providing 

arms  * 
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arms,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  country,  according  to 
the  covenants  of  their  leafes,  efpecially  fuch  as  live 
near  the  parts,  where  thefe  tories  haunt,  it  may  do 
well.  I  only  apprehend,  that  fome  of  thefe  very 
tenants  themfelves,  may  have  a  correfpondency  with 
the  tories,  which,  if  any  be  fuch>  thofe  arms  will  be 
of  no  benefit  to  the  public  :  I  am  fure  men  are 
foully  belied,  if  fome  that  have  leafes  from  the  city, 
do  not  connive  at  thefe  rogueries.  But  your  lord- 
fhip  who  is  on  the  place,  can  beft  judge,  whom  to 
employ. 

I  am,  your  lordmip's 

moft  affectionate  humble  fervanr, 

ESSEX. 

To  the  Lord  Conway. 

My  Lord*  Dublin  Caftle,  June  5,   1675. 

IPrefume  Mr.  Godolphin  has  attended  your  lord- 
fhip,  tho'  I  have  fent  him  away  in  fome  hafte, 
hoping  he  might  adjuft  his  bufinefs,  fo  as  to  be  at 
London  whilft  the  adjournment  was,  which  gave  me 
no  leifure  to  write  to  your  lordfhip*  Yet  my  letter 
to  my  lord  treafurer,  was  fo  full,  as  I  conceived  it 
would  have  been  fuperfluous  to  have  troubled  you 
with  any  thing  upon  that  fubje£t,  concluding  my 
lord  treafurer  would  not  omit  communicating  that 
letter  to  you. 

My  wife's,   from  you,  tells  me,  that  your  lordmip 

has  fome  apprehenfions,  whether,  if  I  go,  I  fhall  fo 

eafily  return  again.     I    have  now  fpent  almoft  three 
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years  here,  and  I  hope,  with  honour  and  jufticej 
but  1  find  at  the  prefent,  that  fo  many  particulars 
will  come  upon  the  ftage,  to  be  fettled,  as  unlefs  I 
be  a  little  upon  the  place,  to  receive  directions,  it 
will  be  impoflible  for  me,  for  the  future,  to  fupport 
credit  and  integrity,  with  that  intirenefs,  as  I  have 
ever  defigned.  Bufinefs  of  my  own,  I  have  not  the 
leaft  in  England,  and  'tis  purely  upon  the  public 
account,  in  order  to  the  fettling  matters  for  his  Ma- 
jetty's  fervice,  that  I  go.  If  his  Majefty  fhould, 
while  I  am  in  England,  think  of  another,  to  govern 
here,  the  like  might  happen  tho'  I  frayed  ;  but  I  am 
very  confident,  if  your  lordfhip  ferioufly  confiders  the 
heads  that  are  now  to  be  tranfacted,  you  cannot 
but  judge  it  fit,  that  I  were  at  the  debate  of  them  : 
nnd  if  good  rules  be  fixed  touching  thefe  mean 
points,  I  doubt  not,  but  one  year  more  will  go  a 
great  way,  towards  the  final  fettlement  of  the  whole 
kingdom  ;  a  work,  which  I  confefs,  I  have  fome 
degree  of  ambition  to  be  the  perfon  who  fhould 
perform. 

As  for  lords  juftices,  in  my  abfence,  I  have  fent 
over  nothing  under  my  hand,  conceiving  it  were 
reafonable  firft  to  hear,  whether  the  king  intended 
I  fhould  come  over  ;  but  directed  Mr.  Godolphin^ 
to  acquaint  his  Majefty,  that  there  were  none  upon 
the  place,  but  my  lord  chancellor,  and  fir  Arthur 
Forbefe,  nor  could  I  readily  think  of  any  more  fit 
to  nominate,  unlefs  the  king  fhould  command  your 
lordfhip  over,  to  be  one  in  that  commiffion. 

As  to  my  lord  chancellor's  being  one,  'tis  doubt- 
lefs  neceffary,  except  1  fhould  declare  an  abfolute 
breach  with  him  ;  for  if  you  look  into  the  lifts  of 
lords  juftices  for  an  hundred  years,  you  will  ever  find 
The  chancellor  to  be  one  -3  unlefs  it  were  in  the  late 
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lord  of  Strafford's  time,  in  1639.  My  lord  Dillon, 
and  fir  Chriftopher  Wandesford,  were  juftices,  but 
the  reafon  of  omitting  the  chancellor  then,  was  the 
difpute  between  him  and  my  lord  of  Strafford,  for  ac 
that  time,  my  lord  of  Strafford,  and  he',  were  at 
difference  about  fettling  of  that  eftate  •  and  my  lord 
chancellor  was  a  prifoner,  or  went  into  England  to 
anfwer  before  the  council  there,  where  my  lord  of 
Strafford  himfelf  were  alfo  prefent,  fo  as  then,  he 
could  not  be  Juftice,  Afterward,  in  1640,  fir 
William  Parfons,  and  fir  John  Borlace,  were  made 
lords  juftices,  and  the  chancellor  was  then  omitted, 
the  ground  whereof  was,  becaufe  the  lord  chan- 
cellor Bolton  was  then  under  an  impeachment  by 
the  houfe  of  commons  :  befides,  I  conceive  there 
will  be  no  bufinefs,  but  matters  of  courfe,  pafs 
while  I  am  away.  For  the  making  of  one  fingle 
deputy,  I  am  for  many  reafons,  too  large  to  be  in- 
ferted  in  this  letter,  utterly  againft  it.  Mr.  Godpl- 
phin  wiil  further  difcourfe  with  your  lordfhip,  con- 
cerning this  matter.  The  papers  which  were  trans- 
mitted to  you,  being  fome  inftruc/tions  to  fir  Arthur 
Forbefe,  may  fufficiently  convince  you  of  my  inten- 
tions, relating  to  the  royal  regiment  ;  but  fuppofing 
I  {hall  quickly  go  over,  I  would  be  glad  to  make  it 
my  own  work  ;  I  have  long  refolved,  and  am  ftill  of 
opinion,  that  'tis  of  importance  to  his  Majefty's 
fervice,  to  have  them  feparated,  and  fome  other 
companies  regimented,  to  keep  conftantly  in  town. 
This  you  may  communicate  to  our  friends,  you 
ufually  converfe  With  ;  but  I  apprehend  it  bell:,  to 
■be  put  in  execution,  when  I  am  upon  the  place. 

I  am,   your  lordfhip's  moft 
faithful  humble  fervanr, 

ESSEX. 

R  1  To 
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To  Mr.  Godolphin. 

Dublin  Caftle,   June  5,  1 675*. 
Mr.  D.  Godolphin. 

I  Have  your's  of  the  29th  of  May,  which  gives  me 
an  account  of  your  arrival  at  London,  and  am 
very  glad  you  came  fo  timely  there.  Your  fecond 
letter  tells  me,  that  you  have  credible  information, 
that  fhould  I  go  over  into  England,  my  lord  of 
Sunderland  has  fo  fet  his  bufio.efs,  that  I  fhall  not 
be  permitted  to  return,  but  he  will  fucceed  me  ;  I 
wifh  you  had  told  me  from  what  hand  you  had  this 
advice,  that  thereby,  I  might  be  enabled  to  guefs  at 
the  probability  thereof  :  but  happen  what  will,  I  mail 
not  alter  my  resolutions.  I  have  been  now  here  almoft 
three  years,  and  I  am  confident  have  done  nothing, 
nor  fcarce  fuffered  any  thing  to  be  done,  unbefeeming 
myfelf  hitherto ;  but  I  find  fo  great  a  perplexity 
growing,  by  reafon  of  faction  among  his  Majefty's 
minifters,  and  I  do  alfo  difcern,  there  will  be  alfo  fo 
vaft  a  work  upon  my  hands  at  Chriftmas  next  (being 
the  time  of  the  expiration  of  my  lord  Ranelagh's 
contract,  and  the  farm)  as  unlefs  I  can  clearly  un- 
derftand  his  Majefty's  pleafure,  upon  fome  of  thefe 
points,  and  thofe  particulars  be  adjufted  whilft  I  am 
upon  the  place,  it  will  be  impoffible  for  me  to  be 
here  for  the  future,  either  with  reputation  to  myfelf, 
or  advantage  to  his  Majefty's  fervice.  If  my  remove 
at  this  time  fhould  be  refolved,  I  am  fure,  fhould 
there  not  be  a  perfon  here  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
farm,  who  has  had  an  experience  in  the  government, 
and  a  particular  knowledge  of  all  the  covenants  re- 
lating to  thefe  two  bargains,  and  underftands  them 
thoroughly  •>  and  befides  this,  one   who   will  be  firm 
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to  his  Majefty's  intereft  and  profit,  the  king  muft 
fuffer  vaftly  at  the  winding  up  of  thefe  bottoms.  I 
have  never  ambitioufly  fought  any  employment,  and 
fince  I  had  this,  I  confefs,  the  labour  and  toil 
thereof,  make  me  lefs  defirous  of  it,  than  ever  I 
was  before  ;  but  come  what  will,  I  (hall  not  much 
concern  myfelf.  As  for  my  writing  to  the  duke  of 
York,  I  wifh  I  had  done  it,  but  really  it  never  came 
into  my  thoughts,  and  now  'tis  too  late,  for  my  lord 
Conway  being  one  of  the  juftices,  you  know  I 
mentioned  it  to  you  before  you  went,  only  I  doubted 
he  would  not  think  it  worth  his  trouble  to  come 
out  of  England  hither  for  fo  fhort  a  time  :  herewith 
is  enclofed  a  letter  to  you,  which  you  may  fhew  to 
my  lord  Conway. 

If  you  fhould  find  there  be  any  underhand  endea- 
vours to  have  a  deputy  in  my  abfence,  I  would  have 
you  absolutely  oppofe  it,  for  I  do  very  well  under- 
ftand  what  inconveniencies  will  arife  from  thence ; 
and  I  have  fome  reafon  to  doubt  fuch  a  thing  may  be 
hammering. 

I  am, 

Your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX. 


R  4  To 
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To  Mr.  Godolphin. 

Dublin  Caftle,  June  5,  1675. 
Mr.  Godolphin. 

YOUR,  letters,  which  gave  an  account  of  your 
arrival  at  London,  and  delivery  of  mine  there, 
I  have  received,  and  by  them  do  find,  that  I  am  like 
to  be  fent  for  into  England  ;  you  know  when.  I  dis- 
patched you,  I  would  not  under  my  own  hand  fend 
over  the  names  of  peribns  either  to  the  king,  or  any 
of  his  miniftcrs,  whom  I  propofed  here  to  govern  in 
my  abfence  ;  but  I  told  you  there  was  no  body  upon 
the  place  fit  to  be  intruded,  as  lords  juftices,  fave 
only  my  lord  chancellor,  and  fir  Arthur  Forbefe,  nor 
any  other  that  I  knew  of  the  privy  council  here,  un- 
lefs  my  lord  Conway  were  fent  for  over  ;  but  the 
only  objection  to  my  lord  Conway's  coming  over, 
was,  that  I  fhould  upon  fome  occafions  want  him 
there  in  England,  in  regard  of  the  intimate  acquain- 
tance he  has  with  my  lord  treafurer ;  my  lord  Rane- 
lagh,  I  conceived,  could  not  poffibly  be  away,  when 
refolutions  were  to  be  taken  concerning  the  revenue, 
and  for  that  reafon  I  named  him  not  at  all ;  there- 
fore, if  the  king  does  continue  his  pleafure  of  fending 
for  me  over,  I  conceive  either  my  lord  chancellor  and 
fir  Arthur  Forbefe,  or  my  lord  chancellor  and  lord 
Conway,  or  all  three  of  them,  may  be  very  proper 
to  be  Juftices  ;  this,  as  you  find  moft  agreeable  to  his 
Majefty's  liking. 

You  may  alfo  do  well  to  difcourfe  with  my  lord 
Conway,  and  fee  what  his  inclinations  are,  for  tho' 
he  may  be  of  much  ufe  to  me  in  England,  yet  if  he 
have  any  defire  to  be  one  of  the  lords  Juftices,  I 
fhould  be  very  glad  to  have  him  here,  being  a  perfon 
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that   I   dare  truft,  and  one  very  proper  to  be  joined 
with  my  lord  chancellor. 

I  am, 

your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX. 

To  Sir  Arthur  Capel. 

Dublin  Caftle,    June  5,  1675. 
Dear  Brother, 

I  Have  your's  of  the  29th  inftant,  which  tells  me, 
that  you  had  feen  Mr.  Godolphin,  but  wifh,  that 
I    had   confulted   friends   in   England,  before    that  I 
took  the  fudden  refolution,   as    to  that  matter  I  fent 
him  about ;  the  refolution  was  not  fudden,  for   I  had 
thoughts  of  it,  I    am   fure,  above    a    month    or   fix 
weeks  before  ;  and  'tis  impoffible  for  any  one  to  give 
me  advice  in  England,  fince  they  cannot  know  the 
ftate   and   coridition    of  things    here,    fo   well    as    I 
myfelf:  for  my  own  part,  unlefs    I   can  fupport  my 
place    with    honour  and    credit,   I  had  rather  lay  it 
down.     And   I   fee    fuch    multitudes  of  perplexities 
growing  on,  and  alfo  there  are  fo  many  particulars 
of   moment   to    be  confulted,    concerning    the  final 
fettlemerit  of  this  country,  that   unlefs    I   be    upon 
the  place,   When  conclufions  on  fome  of  thefe   heads 
are  made,  I  cannot  poffibly  be  at  eafe  in  the  future 
management  of  affairs  here.     I  fuppofe  it  will  not  be 
long  ere  I  fhall  be    preparing   for  my  journey,  and 
till  I  fee  you,  there  will  be  no  need  of  anfweringthe 

other 
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other  particulars  in  your  letter,  only  I  defire  you  to 
tell  Mr.  Harbord,  I  have  his  of  the  fame  date  with 
your's. 

I  am, 

Your  moft  affectionate  brother, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Lord   Ranelagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  5,    1675. 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  29th  inftant,  toge- 
ther with  the  enclofed  petition  :  it  will  afk  fome 
little  time  to  fpeak  with  your  lordfhip's  partners, 
and  the  farmers  of  Cork-houfe,  and  advife  a  little 
with  the  king's  council  ;  but  I  hope  on  Friday  next 
to  give  you  an  anfwer. 

I  am,  your  lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,   June  8,  1675. 

I  Have  no  bufinefs  of  importance  to  acquaint  you 
with,  only  that  fome  tories  have  of  late  been  very 
troublefome  in  the  counties  of  Wexford,  Cather- 
lough,  and  the  parts  adjacent ;  I  ordered  three  com- 
panies of  foot,  to  fend  out  files  of  men,  as  they  faw 
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t>ocafion,  for  fupprefling  of  them,  and  difpatched  fir 
Theophilus  Jones's  troop  down  on  the  fame  defign  5 
33  alfo  fome  orders  went  to  one  or  two  of  the  anti- 
entert  militia  captains,  directing  them  to  raife  a  com- 
petent number  of  their  men,  and  purfue  them  j  I 
likewife  fent  letters  to  the  feveral  fherjrFs  of  thofe 
counties,  minding  them  it  was  their  duty  to  keep  his 
Majefty's  peace,  and  to  raife  the  country  upon  thofe 
mifchievous  people. 

Captain  Winckford,  one  of  the  commiflioners  of 
the  treafury,  and  a  militia  captain  of  the  county  of 
Wexford,  had  the  good  fortune  to  light  on  one  party 
of  them,  who  fired  firft  upon  him,  and  fhot  himfelf, 
and  feveral  of  his  men  through  their  cloaths,  but  no 
hurt  done  ;  he  firing  again  at  them,  killed  one,  upon 
which  the  reft  fled,  and  in  the  purfuit  he  took  ano-  ' 
ther,  with  fix  of  their  horfes  ;  the  man  killed, 
proves  to  be  a  murpherer,  and  likewife  he  who  is 
taken,  is  a  man  condemned  for  former  murthers. 
Thefe  lawlefs  people  have  been  fo  bold,  as  to  fend  to 
feveral  gentlemen,  requiring  them,  at  a  certain  time, 
to  furnifh  them  with  fu ms  of  money,  or  otherwife 
they  would  fire  their  houfes  ;  they  have  done  the  like 
alfo  to  divers  little  towns  in  the  country,  and  forced 
them  to  their  demands  ;  thofe  who  have  refufed, 
they  have  fet  fire  to  their  houfes  ;  fome  people  alfo 
they  have  murthered  ;  the  reports  in  Dublin  do  make 
them  to  be  threefcore,  fome  fay  a  hundred  in  a  body: 
but  yefterday,  by  an  account  from  fir  Theophilus 
Jones,  who  is  now  on  the  place,  I  hear,  that  the 
noife  is  not  fo  great  in  the  country  as  is  reported  j 
here  f  that  indeed  there  are  three  or  four  parties  of 
them,  of  eight  or  ten  men  in  a  party,  and  no  more. 
I  queftion  not,  in  a  fhort  time,  by  the  courfe  I  have 
already  taken,  they  will  be  fuppreft  -,  but  in  cafe  they 
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fhould  incrcafe  in  their  numbers,  I  mint  be  forced  to 
commifllonate  fome  active  perfon,  as  a  marfhal,  and 
fend  among  them  to  execute  martial  law  on  thefe 
offenders,  this  being  the  laft  remedy,  and  a  little  be- 
yond the  ordinary  proceedings  at  law,  tho'  ufually 
done  in  this  kingdom,  on  like  occafions,  I  am  loath 
to  put  it  in  practice  till  forced  by  neceflity.  There 
are  others  out  in  the  northern  parts  of  this  kingdom, 
divers  of  them  have  been  lately  killed,  and  feveral 
alfo  taken  by  the  people,  who  generally  rife  upon 
them ;  the  reafons  why  we  hear  fo  much  of  thefe 
outrages,  at  this  time,  I  conceive  to  be,  firft,  be- 
caufe  feveral  of  the  gaols  have  been  lately  broke,  and 
the  rogues  there,  got  out. 

Secondly,  divers  men  have  afTembled  themfelves, 
from  all  parts  of  this  kingdom,  in  the  counties  of 
Cork  and  Kerry,  defigning  to  fhip  themfelves,  as 
foldiers,  for  France,  fome  whereof  did  go  on  board 
two  French  mips  coming  on  that  coaft  -,  but  others 
milling  of  their  pafTage,  have  ran  in  and  joined 
with  thofe,  who  they  heard  were  robbing  in  the 
country. 

Thirdly,  a  number  of  thefe  people,  with  which 
this  country  always  abound,  and  who  never  work, 
but  live  only  by  cornering  up  and  down,  pinched 
with  fcarcity  of  corn,  do  now  follow  this  wicked 
courfe  of  life. 

I  had  not  troubled  you  with  fo  long  an  account, 
upon  this  fubject,  which  indeed  is  not  worth  fending 
you,  but  only  fearing  fome  bufy  people  might  write 
over  into  England,  and  reports  come  to  his  Majefty's 

ear, 


ARTHUR,  EARL  OF  ESSEX.     269 
car,  which  if  they  fhould,  this  letter  will  clear  the 


truth. 


am, 
Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  9,  1675. 

THIS  day,  at  near  twelve  o'clock,  I  received 
two  packets  out  of  England,  one  of  the  firft, 
and  another  of  the  fifth  of  June.  The  tide  not 
ferving  for  our  boats  till  three  in  the  afternoon,  I 
was  unwilling  to  let  it  go  off  without  a  line  or  two 
to  your  lordfhip.  When  I  fent  over  Mr.  Godolphin, 
I  told  him,  and  directed  him  to  keep  a  memorandum 
thereof  in  writing,  that  there  were  no  perfons  upon 
the  place  proper  to  be  lords  juftices  but  my  lord 
Chancellor  and  Sir  Arthur  Forbefe  -,  and  unlefs  the 
King  would  think  fit  to  fend  back  my  lord  Conway, 
and  fo  conftitute  my  lord  Chancellor  and  lord  Con- 
way, I  could  not  tell  whom  to  think  of  to  nomi- 
nate. This  I  did,  intending,  that  after  I  fhould 
have  an  anfwer  concerning  my  own  going,  I  might 
then  formally  prefent  fuch  names  to  his  Majefty's 
confideration,  as  might  be  proper  to  fupply  the  place 
in  my  abfence  :  but  my  letters  this  day  inform  me, 
that  his  Majefty  had  not  taken  any  refolution  concern- 
ing my  coming,  interrupted,  I  fuppofe,  by  the  heats  of 
the  parliament  ;  and  yet  the  perfons  to  be  employed 
here  in  my  abfence,  are  difcourfed  of  on   that  fide 

the 
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the  water.  I  do  therefore  take  the  liberty  to  ac- 
quaint your  lordfhip  with  my  fenfe  on  this  fubject, 
which  is,  that  either  my  lord  Chancellor  and  my 
lord  Conway,  or  my  lord  Chancellor  and  Sir  Arthur 
Forbefe,  or  all  three  together,  may  do  very  well.  I 
have  not  the  higheft  opinion  in  the  world  of  my  lord 
Chancellor's  integrity  (this  being  more  than  ever  I 
have  put  under  my  hand  before,  I  defire  your  lord- 
fhip to  keep  private  to  yourfelf )  but  yet  mould  he* 
by  my  advice,  be  left  out  of  this  commiflion,  it 
would,  I  know,  occafion  an  abfolute  breach  between 
him  and  me,  which  would  not  be  fo  convenient  for 
his  Majefty's  fervice  :  therefore  I  conclude,  that  if 
he  be  yoked  with  a  good  man,  it  may  do  well  ; 
efpecially  fince  care  may  be  taken  that  nothing  but 
things  of  courfe  (hall  pafs  during  that  little  time  t 
fhall  be  abfent.  As  for  a  deputy,  I  am  upon  many 
confiderations  utterly  againft  it  ;  and  I  hope  his 
Majefty,  who  has  by  his  commiflion  under  the  great 
feal,  impowered  me  to  make  a  deputy  upon  occafion, 
will  not  impofe  it.  I  do  not  often  trouble  your  lord- 
fhip with  trivial  things  j  and  indeed  I  prefume  I 
need  not,  well  knowing  that  your  lordfhip  will  not 
have  regard  to  little  reports  :  yet,  however,  one  of 
my  letters  giving  me  intimation,  as  if  fome  perfon  had 
told  your  lordfhip  that  I  had  fent  to  my  lord  of  Ar- 
lington a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  wrote  to  your 
lordfhip,  I  take  this  occafion  to  acquaint  your  lord- 
fhip, that  if  any  thing  of  this  nature  has  been  told 
you,  it  is  an  abfolute  lie  ;  for  I  never  wrote  one 
fyllable  to  my  lord  of  Arlington,  nor  fent  a  copy  of 
this  letter  to  any  man  living  :  neither  fince  my  lord 
of  Arlington  was  out  of  the  Secretary's  place,  have  I 
communicated  to  him  the  moft  minute  particular  re- 
lating to  any  publick  concern  of  this  country.     And 
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therefore  I  humbly  befeech  your  lordfhip  to  recoiled* 
with  yourfelf  who  fhould  infinuate  any  fuch  matter, 
and  then  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  efteem  of  them, 
whoever  they  are,  as  defigning  mifchief  to  us  both. 

I  am,  your  lordfhip's 

molt  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,   June  9,    1675. 

AFTER  I  had  ended   my  other   letter  herewith 
enclofed,  ,1   received    the  favour   of  yours  of 
the  firft  of  June.      I  do  fomewhat  wonder  how  the 
report  of  coming  over  could  arrive  before  Mr.  Godol- 
phin  ;  for  I   afliire  your  lordfhip,  I  never  confulted 
with  any  in  England  upon  this  fubjec*t,   nor  commu- 
nicated my  thoughts  to  any  on  that  fide  the  water, 
till  thefe  letters   were   difpatched  :    I  rather   believe 
that  fome  cafual  report  of   my  remove  might  happen 
to  be   fpread  by  accident  three  or   four  days  before 
Mr.  Godolphin  reached  London,  than  that  any  one 
could  know  that  I  offered  to  his  Majefly's  confidera- 
tion  the  fending  for  me  to  attend  him.     I  know  very 
well  how  difficult  it  is  in  this  age,  among  fo  much 
faclion  as  now  reigns,  to  fupport  a  man's  felf  from 
being   mifchieved   by  one  or  other  :   but  I  have  ever 
purfued    his    Majefty's    concerns    in  a    direct  courfe, 
wherein  I  queftion   not  but  I   (hall  have  all  honeft 
and  upright  men  to  (land  by  me.     And  there  being 
one  of  fo   much  integrity,   as  him  to  whom  I  make 
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this  addrefs,  in  a  great  place  and  favour,  lean  never 
doubt  of  going  through  with  the  propofals  I  have  to 
make  for  the  publick  good  and  final  fettlement  of  the 
kingdom  ;  which  was  all  the  defign  I  had  in  my  heart 
in  making  this  journey.  Your  lordfhip  will  be 
pleafed  to  accept  this  letter  as  written  in  much  hafte5 
and  believe  me  to  be  with  all  reality, 

Your  lordfhip's 

raoft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX 
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To  the   Lord  Conway. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  9,    1675. 

I  Have  juft  now  received  yours  of  the  firft  of  June, 
and  the  going  off  of  the  packet,  gives  me  not 
an  hour's  time  to  write  to  you,  and  to  make  feveral 
other  difpatches  which  yet  I  am  loth  to  hinder,  in 
regard  the  wind  favours  ;  fo  as  'tis  with  much  hafte 
I  return  your  lordfhip  this  letter. 

In  the  firft  place,  I  can  allure  your  lordfhip,  that 
the  fear  of  lofmg  any  employment  (however  my 
defires  of  being  ferviceable  to  his  Majefty  in  my 
generation  are  as  zealous  as  any  man's  whatfoever) 
hath  never  in  any  meafure  entered  into  my  thought ; 
at  leaft  not  fo  as  by  the  apprehenfion  of  that,  to 
make  me  do  any  thing  inconfiftent  with  my  duty. 
I  do  not  well  underftand  how  that  the  reprefenting 
to  his  Majefty  the  important  points  which  muft  be 
fettled  in  order  to  the  government  of  this  kingd  m, 
and  humbly  offering  to  his  confidcration,  whether  it 

may 
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may  not  be  convenient,  that  at  the  debate  of  them, 
I  were  perfonally  prefent,   can  be  conftrued  as  a  deflre 
of  mine  to  come  over,  further  than  that  «1  conceived 
it   of    concernment    to   the    publick,    that   in    thefe 
weighty  affairs  his  Majcfty  may  have  true  informal icn 
before  a  refult  be   taken  in  the  whole.     For  my  own 
part,  the  journey  will  be  both  troublefome  to  me,  and 
very  chargeable  ;   and,  I  confefs,  to  my  own  parti- 
cular concerns,  1  am  very  well  where  I  am  :   where- 
fore, a  man  of  fo  low  a  foul,  as   to  regard   only  his 
own   private  intereir,  would,   1  am  fure,  were  he  in 
my  {ration,   raiher  employ  all  the  friends   he   had  to 
obitTuct  this  journey,  than  any  way  either  10  propofe 
or  promote   it.     'Tis  the   misfortune  of  this  prying 
age,    that  no  one  in  great  place  can  offtr  any  things 
but  all   people  do  judge  there    is  fomething  of  defign 
or  remote  end, other  than  what  is  vifible  to  the  world. 
However,  1  can   allure  your   IcTc'fhip,    that    I   never 
confulted  with  any  in  England  upon  this  fubject,    but 
•have  calmly  reafoned  the  point  with  myfelf  more  than 
a  month   together,  and  am   convinced,  that  the  feve- 
ral  particulars    inftanced  in    my  letter  to  the   King, 
-are  of  fo  much  moment,   as  if  the   intention  on  that 
fide  the  water  be  to  bring  this  kingdom  to  a  thorough 
fettlement,    and    to  render  it   of  that   ufe  and  advan- 
tage, which  it  may  be  to  his   Majeily'j;  other  domi- 
nions,   thofe   two  ends  may  be    bell:  attained  by   my 
perfonal    prefence    there  for  a  little  time.     I   am  his 
Majefty's    fervant,  and  {hull    in  al!  things  pun£tuully 
obey  his  commands  :    and  having  offered  my  opinion 
to  the  King,  his  pleafure  fhall  guide  me  ;n  ail  that  I  dcs 
either  in  coming  or  {laying,  I  wrote  rriy  thoughts  freely 
jo-your  lordfhip,  tho'  in  much  hafte,   and  lema  n, 
Your  Lordfhip's 

Hioli  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
S  To 
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To  Mr.  Godolphin. 

Dublin  Caftle,  June  9,    16/5. 
Mr.  Godolphin, 

YOURS  of  the  firft  and  5th  of  June,  are  both 
come,  and  having  very  little  time,   which  I  am 
loth  to  lofe,  to  difpatch  you  an  anfwer  by  this  poft^ 
1   can   only   fay  this,  that  I    had   for  feveral  weeks 
confidered  of  the  propofing  of  my  going  over  in  this 
conjuncture;   and   was  convinced,   that  it   would    be 
both  of  importance   to  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  for 
my  own   eafe  in   the  future  management   of  affairs 
here.     As  for  factions  at  court,  'tis  not  my  bufinefs 
to  engage  with  any,  but  purely  to  purfue  the  King's* 
commands,  and  hold  my   correfpondence  with   thofe 
himfelf  fhall  direcl:.    For  the  making  a  deputy  here,. 
I  am  utterly  againft  it  ;  therefore  I  would  have  your 
intereft    all    my   friends  whatever  to  obftrucl   it,  as 
my  late  letter  of  the  5th  told  you  ;  befides,  my  com- 
mifiion  does  inipower  me  to  conftitute   a  deputy  in 
my  abfence.     Tho',    I  prefume,    no  man  in  his  wits 
would  attempt  tO  nominate  any  one,   or  lords  Juftices, 
without  the    King's    approbation  ;  yet  I   hope,  and 
doubt  not,  but    hrs  Majefty' has  fo  much  favour  for 
me,  as  he  will  not,  while  my  commiflion  lafts,   im^ 
pofe  any  on  me  without  my  recommendation.     Ufe 
Sir  Henry   Capel's  or   Mr.  Harbord's   cypher   to  de- 
cypher  this.      I   do  conceive  it  of  much  importance* 
to   his  Majefty's  affairs,    a  little    to  divide    my  lord' 
Treafurer  and  my  lord  Ranelagh,  and   that  for  my 
lord  Treafurer's  fervice,  the  Utcer  of  rfiefe  being  one 

who- 
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who  will  in  the  end  ruin  him  ;  but  whatever  is  done 
of  this  kind,  muft  be  done  with  great  dexterity. 
Pray  keep  this  to  yourfelf. 

Your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX, 


To  Mr.  Harbord. 

Mr.  Harbord,  Dublin  Caflle,   June  9,   167$* 

I  Have  juft  received  yours  of  the  firft  of  June, 
but  have  fcarce  time  to  fay  any  thing  upon  them. 
As  to  my  journey  I  am  furs  'tis  or  importance  to  the 
King's  fervice,  if  the  good  of  this  kingdom  b*  in- 
tended. It  was  no  fudden  refolution  of  mine,  but 
long  conhdered  of ;  but  whether  I  go  or  not,  or 
whether  I  go  or  remain,  I  will  approve  myfelf  a  plain 
honefl:  man.  Pray  tell  my  brother  I  have  his  of  the 
5th  inftant,  together  with  another  with  a  parchment 
writing  etfclofed,  but  have  only  time  to  acknowledge 
them.     I  am, 

Your  moft  affeclkmate  friend, 

ESSEX. 


S  %  T* 
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To  Mr.  Godolphin. 

Dublin  Caftle,   June  12,  1675^ 
Mr.  Godolphin, 

I  Wrote  by  the  laft,  in  anfwer  to  yours  of  the 
firft  and  fifth  of  this  month,  in  a  great  deal  of 
hade,  the  packet-boat/being  juft  going  out  as  I  re- 
ceived your  letters.  As  to  rriy  journey,  which  I 
perceive  by  them  is  not  yet  refolved  upon,  I  am  of 
the  fame  opinion  I  ever  was,  that  it  will  be  for  his 
Majefty's  fervice,  tho'  not  at  all  for  my  profit.  If 
his  Majefty  defires  to  have  a  true  information  of  the 
affairs  of  this  kingdom,  he  will  then  have  me  come  J 
but  if  he  be  contented  to  taks  the  reprefentation  of 
Others,  who  perhaps  are  never  without  fome  by-end 
of  their  own,  and  form  his  bufinefs  according  to  the 
meafures  by  them  given,  fhould  misfortunes  befal 
him,  let  the  blame  light  where  rt  ought.  I  have 
done  my  duty  in  offering  my  fervice  ;  and  which  way 
foever  it  goes,  I  will  fleep  quiet. 

Pray  ufe  your  utmoft  endeavours  to  find  out  (if 
poflible)  who  it  was  that  ihould  tell  my  lord  Trea- 
surer that  I  had  fent  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  my  lord 
of  Arlington  ;  'tis  (o  damnable  a  lie,  that  I  wifh 
the  perfon  who  invented  it  were  detected. 

The  difficulties  which  your  laft  letter  tells  me  my 
lord  Ranelagh  raifes  againft  my  coming  over,  viz, 
concerning  the  calling  of  a  parliament  here  during 
the  next  interval  of  the  feffiofis  in  England,  are  f» 
ridiculous,  that  were  any  man  on  the  place,  who  un- 
derftands  our  conftitutions,  he  would  eafily  anfwer 
them  :  for  his  lordfhip  well  knows,  that  it  will  take 
fix  months  at  leaft  to  make  preparations  for  a  par- 
liament in  this  kingdom.     For  firft,    there  muft  be 
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his  Majefty's  pleafure  fignified  by  a  letter  for  the 
calling  of  it  -,  then  the  lieutenant  and  council  here 
are  to  prepare  and  draw  up  the  bills  to  be  offered  at 
this  feflions  ;  then  the  bills  muft  be  fent  into  England, 
and  approved  by  the  King  and  council  there  (the  de- 
bates which  will  arife  in  the  privy  council  jn  Ireland 
and  privy  council  in  England,  will  probably  take  up 
no  fhort  time  upon  each  bill)  and  after  this,  thofe 
bills  muft  be  remitted  back,  as  likewife  thofe  from 
thence.  Other  pcrfons  do  tell  me  of  a  report,  formi 
few  days  before  you  arrived  at  London,  out  of  Iriiji 
fetters,  that  the  King  had  fent  to  recal  me,  and  had 
appointed  Sir  Arthur  Forbefe  and  my  lord  Conway 
Juftices.  I  would  fee  extreamly  glad  to  know  out  of 
what  letters  this  came,  for  I  never  kept  any  thing 
more  fecret  than  that  affair.  Pray  ufe  your  utmoft 
endeavours  to  difcover  the  authors  of  it.  Tho'  no 
other  preparations  in  order  to  my  coming  fhould  be 
jnade,  yet  I  wifh  you  would  tell  Mr.  Hugh  May, 
that  he  (hould  haften  the  cafing  of  the  front  of  the 
boufe  at  Camiobury,  and  the  covering  of  it,  and  that 
it  be  done  with  all  difpatch  imaginable  ;  for  unlefs 
$>at  part  of  the  houfe  be  roofed  and  tiled  before  I 
come,  I  do  not  know  how  I  fhall  be  able  to  l\e  one 
flight  there. 

Jam, 

Your  mofl  affectionate  friend, 


ESSE  X, 


,1  3  Ta 
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To  Mr.  Harbord. 

Mr.  Harbord,         Dublin  Caftle,  June  12,   1675. 

AT  the  writing  of  my  laft  letter,  I  had  fo  little 
time,  as  I  could  then  fay  no  more  to  you  thai* 
what  I  did.  It  is  very  pleafant  to  fee  what  wild 
cdnje&uies  men  have  at  the  grounds  of  my  pro*- 
pofing  a  journey  into  England,  when  the  matter  \t- 
•felf  is  fo  plain,  and  to  any  right  reafoner  fo  obvious. 
My  lord  Ranelagh's  contract,  and  alfo  the  farm  is 
near  determining,  and  at  Chriftmas  next  all  reckon- 
ings muft  be  made  up  with  them.  I  have  not  fpent 
my  time  fo  idly  here,  as  not  to  underftand  their, 
ieveral  covenants  :  but  I  do  find  a  vaft  work  will 
then  be  upon  my  hands  to  adjuft  all  accounts,  and 
many  queftions  will  arife  upon  feveral  claufes  in  their 
contract.  I  would  therefore  be  glad,  before  he  comes, 
a  little  to  acquaint  his  Majefty  with  the  ftate  of  af- 
fairs as  they  will  then  ftand,  and  receive  his  direc- 
tions concerning  divers  particulars,  and  fums  which 
will  then  be  claimed  :  but  if  his  Majefty  had  rather 
conclude  himfelf  in  relation  to  thofe  two  great  bar- 
gains, only  by  hearing  my  lord  Ranelagh  and  the 
farmers,  who  are  the  parties  concerned  againft  him, 
without  permitting  any  one  who  underftands  the  in- 
trigue of  the  whole,  to  fpeak  in  his  own  behalf,  I 
a>m  very  well  fatisfled.  Befides  this,  upon  the  con- 
clufionc,  of  thofe  great  farms,  there  will  be  confide- 
rable  alterations  in  the  frame  of  all  things  here,  and 
an  opportunity  will  then  be  of  reducing  the  kingdom 
to  a  final  fettlement.  This  country  ha$  been  per- 
petually rent  and  torn  fince  his  Majefty's  reftora- 
tion.  I  can  compare  it  to  nothing  better  than  the 
flinging  the  reward  upon  the  death  of  a  deer  among 

a  pack 
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a  pack  of  hounds,  where   everyone  pulls   and  tears 
what  he  can  for  himfelf ;    for  indeed,    it  has  been 
no  other  than  a  perpetual    fcramble. .    If  then   it  be 
thought  the  wifer  way  of  government,  to  let  it  con- 
tinue fo,  and  by   the  infecurity   and    hazard  all  men 
are  in,  in  relation   to  their  eftates,  expofed  on  every 
opportunity  to  new  in  fur  regions    and  rebellions,  and 
by  this  incertain  condition  to  hinder  all  improvements 
both    of    private  fortunes,    and   conftquently   of  his 
Majefty's  revenue  too  ;   then  if  mifchref  do  come,  or 
fo  good  an  account  cannot  by  the  chief  governor   be 
given  of  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  that  province    under 
his   charge,  as    himfelf  wimes,  let    it  reft   on  thofe 
men's  fhoulders  who  are  unwilling  his  Majefly  mould 
-come  to   a  true  knowledge  of  his   affairs.     And   for 
my  own   part,  having   made    recital    of  the   feveral 
heads,  and  offered  (as  by  the  duty  of  my  place  I  am 
bound)    my  afFiftance    in  fettling  of   them,    I    have 
difcharged  my   confcience,  and    mall  difquiet  myfel? 
jio  further,  whatever  the   fuccefs  be.     Did  I  regard 
my  own  particular  gains,  this  journey  would    never 
have  come  into  my  thoughts,  being  very  well  in  the 
ftation  where  I  am  j  and   I  do   know    by  my  going 
over   fome  hazard   will  be  run    of   lofing    my  em- 
ployment :  but  when  fo  great   a    good   as   the  final 
fettlement  of  a  whole  kingdom  may   be    compafTed, 
(and   the  article    of  time  for  effecting   this    is   now 
come,  if  a  right  means  be  ufed  thereunto)  I  do  not 
value  the  hazarding  of  ten  fucb  places,    in   ballance 
to    the   compieating    of   fo   advantageous    a    work. 
However,  a$  I   have  not  defired   Mr.  ("odolphin  to 
rirefs  my  coming,  fo  neither  could   I  wifh  you  to  do 
it,  but  let  it  e'en  take  its  own  courfe.     Having  no- 
thing further  to  write,  I  remain 

Your  moft  afFe&Umate  friend , 

JSJSSEX. 
S  4.  Tq 
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To  Sir  Henry  Capel. 

Dublin  Caftle,   June  12,   167$.. 
Dear  Brother, 

I  HAD  not  leifure  to  write  to  you  by  the  lad, 
and  therefore  I  dire&ed  Mr.  Harbord  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  letters.  The  various 
conjectures  that  men  have  of  my  coming  over,  and 
their  gueffes  at  the  reafons  why  I  fhould  propofe  it, 
are  as  ridiculous  as  any  thing  l  have  ever  met  with. 
The  truth  is,  this  age  is  fo  fubtle,  that  'tis  hard  for 
any  man  living  in  it  to  believe  there  is  one  plain- 
dealing  man  left  in  the  world.  J  never  confuked  any 
one  in  England  whatever  concerning  my  going  j  and; 
there  is  but  one  fingle  perfon  on  this  fide  the  water 
who  knew  it,  till  I  had  difpatched  Mr.  Godolphin 
(wherefore  I  would  be  glad  that  yourfelf  and  Mr. 
Harbord  would  enquire  out  who  were  the  authors  of 
that  report  of  my  being  fent  for,  four  days  before 
Mr.  Godolphin  reached  London)  I  debated  the  mat- 
ter calmly  with  myfelf,  at  leaft  one  month  before  I 
took  the  refolution  ;  and  rinding  clearly,  that  there 
will  be  now  an  opportunity  of  fettling  this  poor 
country  in  quiet  and  eafe,  if  the  King  fo  think  fit, 
I  thought  it  worthy  the  offering  my  fenfe  upon  that 
fubje6l,  and  the  propofing  my  coming  over,  in  order 
to  a  great  and  good  end.  I  have  fpent  now  almofl; 
three  years  here,  to  inform  myfelf  of  the  true  (tare 
of  this  kingdom,  and  the  feveral  interefls  therein  ; 
znd  I  hope  I  have  not  been  an  unprofitable  obferver 
•f  all  matters  relating  to  the  conftitutions  of  this  go- 
vernment. When  1  entered  upon  my  charge,  I 
came  from  a  retired  life,  and  never  had  any  thing  of 
this  nature  committed  to   my    trufi  j  and   it   was    a 

hazard 
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bayard  whether  I  would  be  able  to  perform  it,  fo  as 
might  be  for  his  Majefty's  fervice.  If  there  were 
nothing  more  than  this  in  the  cafe,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty,  having  put  a  man  unexperienced  in  govern- 
ment, into  the  greateft  command  he  has  to  give, 
where  he  has  refided  near  three  years,  and  his  Ma- 
jefty  fhould  think  fit  to  difcourfe  with  him,  and  try 
if  in  this  time  he  underftands  thofe  affairs  which 
have  been  under  his  charge,  and  would  hear  him  upon 
fome  debates  at  the  committee  for  Irifh  bufinefs,  to 
latisfy  himfelf  whether  he  be  a  man  that  has  ufed 
diligence  in  his  employment,  and  endeavoared  to  make 
himfelf  mailer  in  the  knowledge  of  that  country, 
and  has  parts  and  capacity  thereunto  :  if,  upon  thefe 
trials,  the  King  fhould  find  this  perfon  ignorant,  and 
not  able  to  fpeak  fenfe  in  the  concerns  of  that  king- 
dom, it  were  doubtlefs  reafonable  he  be  immediately 
removed,  and  another  fent  that  would  ferve  better. 
But  if  his  Majefty  mould  find,  that  his  chief  gover- 
nor has  been  induftrious  to  inform  himfelf  of  the 
ftate  of  all  things  under  his  command,  and  has  been 
virtuous  and  true  to  him  in  the  difcharge  of  his 
duty,  this  may  confirm  his  Majefty  in  his  choice, 
and  he  may  with  honour  be  fent  back  again  to  the 
government,  as  being  capable  to  do  his  Majefry  more 
fervice  in  that  poft,  than  any  othex,  If  there  were, 
I  fay,  no  more  than  this  in  the  cafe,  it  were  ground 
fufficient  for  his  Majefry  to  deftre  to  fpeak  with  him. 
But  if  over  and  above  all  this,  there,  is  now  an  arti- 
cle of  time  approaching,  wherein  great  good  may  be 
done  to  this  country,  and  I  have  prepared  myfc-lf  to 
make  prqpofals  thereunto,  it  feems  a  mod:  wonderful 
thing  to  me,  what  fhould  be  the  reafon  that  his 
Majefry  fhould  fcruple  the  fending  for  me  over  ;  and 
as  ftrartge  that  men  fhould  conjecture  and  have  wild 

QOtioxiSa 
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notions,  as  if  I  were  put  upon  this  journey  by  fome 
or  other  who  intend  to  mifchief  me,  and  that  I  had 
over-reached  myfelf  therein  .  the  plain  truth  being 
no  more  than  this,  that  I  find  confiderable  matters 
may  be  done,  and  the  feafon  of  putting  them  into 
execution  draws  near  •>  therefore  I  have  offered  my 
fervice  to  his  Majefty,  to  be  prefent  at  the  debates  of 
them.  And  if  the  King  like  of  my  coming,  I  am 
jeady,  and  if  not,  having  difcharged  my  duty,  I  have 
no  more  to  fay.  As  to  Mr.  Godolphin's  ^ifqourfing 
with  you  or  Mr.  Harbord  upon  this  fubjecl,  he  wae 
not  at  all  forbidden  :  and,  I  confefs,  I  am  much  at 
eafe  now  that  my  letters,  are  delivered  ;  for  if  I  be 
commanded  to  come,  J  know  it  may  conduce  to  the 
good  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  if  I  do  not  go  over,  and 
Any  mifchief  or  irregularities  happen  to  be  done,  let 
them  bear  the  blame  who  take  upon  them  to  eftablift* 
rules  for  the  government  of  this  kingdom.  By  the 
next  I  (hall  return  you  the  writings  you  fent  over, 
es  alfo  a  particular  of  my  brother  Ned's  eftate,  thq 
|atter  of  which  I  thought  I  had  fent  long  ago, 

I  am, 

Your  moft  affe&ionate  brother, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Earl  of  Orrery. 

..My  Lord,  IDublin  Caftle,  June  12,  1675, 

I  Have  received  your  lordfhip's  of  the  4th  of  June, 
and  am  much   pleafed  to  hear  that  you  are  fafely 
arrived  at  the  end  of  your  journey.     You  find  mat- 
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ters  in  great  diforder  at  London  ;  and  I  confefs,  I  do 
with  fome  trouble  apprehend  the  ill  cffecls  that  thefe 
difputes  between  the  two  houfes  may  produce,  in 
regard  that  a  difcompofure^  in  parliament  is  like  a 
difeafe  which  affects  the  heart.  The  parliament  being 
the  like,  of  our  government,  L  pray  God  fend  a 
happy  end  thereof.  As  your  Jordibip  hath  leifure  tp 
let  me  know  what  paffeth,  by  giving  me  account  qf 
ihings,  you  will  very  much  oblige 

ypur  Lord  (hip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Lord  Aungier. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Cattle,  June  is?   1675. 

I  (jive  your  lord  (hip  thanks  for  the  favour  of  yours 
of  the  5th,  wtiich  clearly  ftates  fhe  whole  mat- 
ter now  in  difference  between  the  two  houfes.  M$- 
thisks  the  affair  looks  very  black  and  untoward,  and 
I  have  many  apprehenfions  what  will  "be  the  end  of 
it.  I  know  not  whether  I  told  you  in  the  laft  I 
wrote,  that  I  had  ftopt  ti*e  pa  fling  of  the  grant  to 
the  fcimop  of  Oflbry,  mentioned  in  fome  of  your 
letters  ;  and  the  bifhop  tells  me,  tha;  he  will  fend  to 
my  lady  ^leaveland,  to  endeavour  her  con  fen  t  for  if, 
which  till  he  hath,  I  am  fare  it  ihall  not  ftir, 
Having  pothiwg  further  to  add,   I  remain, 

Your  lordfhin's  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

fSSEX. 

To 
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To  the  Earl  of  Str  Albans. 

My  Lard,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  i£,  1675. 

THIS  gentleman,  captain  Brock,  being  a  per- 
fon  whom  your  lordfhip  recommended  to  me, 
I  have  done  him  all  the  kindnefs  which  conveniently 
Jay  within  my  power  ;  and  he  now  returning  into 
England,  I  would  not  refufe  him  the  teftimony  that 
he  has  carried  himfelf  as  became  a  worthy  honeft 
man  :  did  he  need  any  thing  to  be  feid  to  your  lord- 
fhip in  his  behalf,  I  fhould  add  more  ;  but  knowing 
the  favourable  opinion  which  your  lordfhip  has  upon 
experience  entertained  of  him,  I  conceive  this  may 
fuffke  to  mind  your  lordfhip  to  allow  him  your 
afliftance  and  friendfhip,  as  any  occafion  to  exprefs  it 
fhall  arrive.  Some  time  fince  I  received  tfce  favour 
of  a  letter  from  your  lordfhip,  concerning  a  debt  due 
to  fine  of  your  fervants  from  Sir  Charles  de  Vic,  an 
officer  in  the  army  here.  Sir.  Charles  tells  me  it  was 
the  King's  debt^and  that  his  father  was  only  bound  fox 
the  money  :  yet,  however,  I  fhall  give  him  fome 
fhort  time  to  anfwer  it,  and  if  he  fail,  fhall  after- 
wards  leave  the  matter  to  the  law,  notwithflanding 
feis  military  capacity, 

I  fhall  detain  your  lordfhip  no  longer,  bufde/ire 
you  to  believe  ©f  me,   as  I  am,  with  perfect  truths 

Your  Lordmip's 

moft  faithful  humbje  fervanr, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  15,    1675. 

1  Perceive  by  my  letters  out  of  England,  that  the 
unhappy  differences  between  the  two  houfes  d<* 
find  work  enough  for  all  hfe  Majefty's  minifters  there ; 
wherefore  I  cannot  wonder  that  I  do  not  yet  hear 
what  refolution  his  Majefty  has  taken  concerning 
my  coming  over.  As  I  faid  at  fir  ft,  fo  I  do  ftill 
profefs,  that  I  have  no  bufinefs  at  all  of  my  own 
to  engage  me  in  this  journey^  but  'tis  purely  in  order 
to  his  Majefty's  fervice,  that  he  may  be  informed  ©£ 
the  true  ftate  of  things  here ,  and  that  fuch  propofals 
may  be  made  for  the  final  fettlement  of  this  king- 
dom, as  may  eftabliih  quiet  and  eafe  therein.  If  any 
tone  on  that  fide  the  water  are  unwilling  his  Majefty 
ihould  know  the  truth  of  things*  and  therefore  <jo 
bppofe  the  means  of  fuch  information,  fhouid  any 
thing  fall  out  unluckily  here,  the  blame  ought  to  reft 
at  their  doors,  and  not  be  laid  to  my  charge,  fince  I 
have  offered  my  endeavours  to  ferve  his  Majefty  to  the 
Utmoft  of  my  power.  Yefterday  my  lord  mayor,  ac- 
companied with  eighteen  aldermen  and  the  two  £he~ 
riffs  of  the  city,  attended  me  in  council,  acquaint- 
ing us,  that  at  an  afTembly  of  the  city,  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  had  propofed  to  the  commons,  ac- 
cording to  form,  the  crofting  out  of  their  books  thofe 
entries  that  were  tnade  relating  to  the  exclunon  of 
the  eight  aldermen,  which  they  were  commanded  to 
do  by  an  order  of  council  ;  as  likewife  one  other  pro*. 
pofal  was  made  for  the  electing  of  an  agent,  and  im- 
powering  him,  under  the  city  feal,  to  appear  in  his 
Majefty'i  courts  in  fcveral  fuits  which  were  there  de- 
pending between  particular  nerfons  and  this  city,  both 

which 
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which  the  commons  refufed  to  affent  unto  ;  but  upon 
their  refufal,  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  fheriffs  did 
order  thofe  acts  of  affembly  to  be  cancelled,  purfuant 
to  our  commands,  which  was"  accordingly  done, 
whereupon  I  gave  my  lord  mayor  thanks,  and 
told  him,  that  himfelf,  the  aldermen  and  fheriffs  had 
done  like  good  and  dutiful  fubje&s  in  Shewing  their 
obedience  to  his  Majefty's  authority.  I  do  not 
enough  undefftand  the  cufloms  and  conftitutions  of 
the  city,  t6  judge  how  regular  this  is,  which  the 
mayor,  aldermen  and  fheriffs  have  performed  ;  but 
here  is  a  very  antrent  man,  one  Smith,  an  alderman, 
of  above  thirty  or  forty  years  ftanding,  who  faith/ 
there  have  feveral  precedents  been  in  his  time,  when 
the  commons  have  been  refractory  to  the  publick 
authority  ;  that  upon  thefe  occafions  the  mayor,  al- 
derman and  fheriffs  have  done  their  duty  :  but  becaufc 
I  believe  fome  or  other  may  be  apt  to  trouble  his 
Majefty  with  particulars  relating  to  this  matter,  I 
do  therefore  think  it  expedient  you  have  a  more  exact 
account  of  their  late  proceedings. 

My  lard  mayor,  On  Wednefday  or  Thurfday  laft, 
finding  there  were  many  of  the  aldermen  in  the  town, 
invited  ten  or  twelve  of  them,  men  uningaged  in  the 
late  troubles  of  the  city,  being  none  of  them  either 
of  the  eight  excluded,  Or  of  the  four  who  irregularly 
turned  them  out  ;  and  after  dinner  he  acquainted 
them,  that  the  city  lay  under  great  reproach  of  dif- 
obedience  to  his  Majefty's  authority,  in  regard  they 
had  not  complied  with  an  order  of  the  lieutenant  and: 
council,  empowered  by  his  Majefty's  fpecial  com- 
mand, to  determine  fome  differences  which  formerly 
had  been  among  them  ;  and  further,  that  the  revenue 
was  aimoft  brought  to  ruin,  feveral  perfons  having 
funs  at  law  againft  them,  and  none  authorized  as  art 

agent 
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Agent  to  anfwer  them,  judgment  had  been  given  upon 
nihil  dicit  in  feveral  caufes,  and  executions  iffued  tt> 
difpoffefs  them  of  their  lands  and  other  revenues,  by 
which  means  the  corporation  in  time  would  be  to- 
tally deftroyed,  Whereupon  alderman  Smith,  the 
moft  antient  among  them,  told  the  reft,  it  was  his 
opinion  that  they  fhould  once  more  call  an  affemblyy 
and  try  if  the  commons  would  do  what  was  fit ;  and 
ihould  they  refufe,  he  conceived,  that  the  aldermen, 
if  the  fheriffs  would  join  therein,  might  in  fuch  a 
cafe  perform  their  duty,  and  not  fuffer  the  city  to  be 
undone  through  the  ftubbornnefs  and  faction  of  fome 
few  little  people  ;  and  offered  feveral  precedents  when 
the  like  had  been  formerly  pradlifed.  So  on  Friday 
following  an  affembly  was  accordingly  called,  and  the 
matter  paffed  there  as  before  related.  There  were 
eighteen  aldermen  prefent,  who  all  concurred  in  their 
obedience  to  Our  order,  the  fheriffs  lilcewife  joining 
with  them  ;  then  they  required  Sir  John  Tottie  and 
Grofts,  as  clerks  of  the  Tholfel,  to  crofs  the  books, 
and  obliterate  thofe  entries  therein  made,  which  by 
Our  order  are  directed  to  be  cancelled.  Sir  John 
Tottie  refufingj  they  degraded  him  from  being  an 
alderman,  and  likewife  voted  him  out  of  his  place  as5 
clerk  of  the  Tholfel  -9  and  for  the  moiety  of  the  pro- 
fits belonging  to  him,  they  directed  an  account  to  be- 
kept  thereof,  and  the  money  to  be  employed  to  the 
publick  ufe  of  the  city. 

Now,  becaufe  Alderman  Smith  is  the  perfon  that 
propofed  this  courfe,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  give  yotl 
a  jufl  character  of  the  man  ;  he  is  one  aged  neat? 
fourfcore  years,  and  has  always  been  reputed  a  man 
of  great  integrity  and  loyalty;  an  eminent  inftance 
of  tne  latter,  he  gave,  as  I  am  told,  when  my  lord 
Qnnona1   delivered  up  the  fwe-rd  t©   the  parliament 

©emmi#icner<5 
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commiutoners  here  :  he  happening  then  to  be  mayor, 
iv.me  to  the  council  table,  and  acquainted  my  lord 
of"  Ormond,  that  it  was  generally  reported  in  town, 
and  fpread  fo  far,  as  no  man  doubted  it,  that  his  ex- 
cellency intended  to  deliver  up  the  government  to  the 
fl  parliament  :   that  he  came    to  acquaint   his  lordfhip, 

that  himfelf  was  intrufted  with  the  King's  fword  of 
the  city,  ;md  that  he  would  not  rcfign  it  to  rebels. 
Whereupon  my  lord  of  Ormond  gave  him  fome 
*  heck,  and  ordered  him  to  withdraw  ;  but  upon  fur* 
ther  confidcration,  his  lordihip  and  the  council 
thought  fit  to  call  him  in  again,  and  to  commend 
him  for  the  refolution  he  had  fhewed  in  maintaining 
his  Majefty's  authority  ;  and  withal  read  the  letter 
from  his  Majefty,  requiring  the  lord  lieutenant  to 
deliver  up  the  fword  to  the  commiffioners  impowered 
by  the  parliament  of  England  ;  whereupon  he  faul 
he  would  fubmit.  How  true  this  is,  you  may  inform 
yourfelf  on  the  place,  my  lord  of  Ormond  being 
with  you,  but  you  have  it  as  it  has  been  related  to 
me.  On  the  other  fide,  Sir  John  Tottie,  who  has 
been  the  principal  incendiary  in  this  city,  was  a 
trooper  many  years  in  Cromwell's  army,  a  man 
wretchedly  poor,  and  has  patched  up  himfelf  by  pre- 
fents  and  otherwife,  out  of  collections  from  feveral 
CQ/porations  of  the  city,  to  encourage  and  promote 
thofe  broils,  which  have  been  among  them. 

This  4etter,  I  confefs,  is  unreafonably  tedious  ; 
but  believing  there  will  not  want  fome  men  on  that 
lido  the  water,  as  my  lord  privy  leal  by  name,  to  aililt 
thefe  tedious  people,  if  they  bring  a  complaint  theie, 
I  conceive  it  no  lefs  than  ncceflary  you  fhould  be  in- 
formed of  all  the  circumftances  relating  to  thefe  pro- 
ceedings >  and  therefore,  if  motions  (hould  be  made  to 
his  Majcfty    in   behalf  of  Sir   John   Tottie   and  his 

crew, 
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crew,  I  only  defire  they  may  be  left  to  law.  Having 
nothing  further  to  add,  but  to  beg  your  excufe  for 
this  fo  long  letter,  I  remain, 

Your   moft  faithful 

humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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To  the  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  15,   1675. 

HAVING  formerly  troubled  your  lordfhip 
with  fome  accounts  of  the  diforders  of  this 
city  of  Dublin,  and  the  feveral  means  1  have  ufed 
to  bring  them  to  quiet,  gives  me  occafion  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  further  proceedings  which  have  of  late 
been  amongft  them. 

Yefterday  my  lord  mayor,  with  eighteen  aldermen, 
and  the  (heriffs,  appeared  before  me  in  council, 
giving  us  an  account,  that  on  Friday  lair,  at  an 
aflembly  of  the  city,  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  once 
again  propofed,  the  cancelling  thofe  entries  in  their 
books,  which  by  our  order,  were  required  to  be 
obliterated,  and  the  commons  refufing  to  comply 
therewith,  they  thought  it  their  duty,  taking  the 
fherirTs  along  with  them,  who  therein  likewife  con- 
curred, to  fee  our  orders  executed  ;  and  that  ac- 
cordingly, all  thefe  acts  of  aflembly  were  rafed,  fo  as 
the  city  have  among  themfelves,  now  complied  with 
our  command  :  how  regular  this  proceeding  has  been, 
T  in 
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in  relation  to  the  cuftoms  and  practice  of  the  city,  I 
am  not  able  to  judge,  tho'  fome  of  the  eldeft  alder- 
men do  fay,  they  have  good  precedents  for  it  ;  and 
that  feveral  times,  when  the  commons  have  been  re- 
fractory, the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  fheriffs,  have 
done  their  parts,  in  yielding  obedience  to  public 
authority.  I  am  apt  to  perfuade  myfelf,  that  fome 
petitions  may  be  brought  to  his  Majefty  in  England, 
upon  this  matter,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  fir  John 
Tottie,  being  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  Tholfel,  and 
refufing  to  obey  the  order  of  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  iheriffs,  was  by  them  degraded  from  being  an 
alderman,  and  alfo  turned  out  of  the  clerk  of  the 
TholfePs  place  :  but  fhould  any  complaints  of  this 
nature  be  made  on  that  fide  the  water,  I  humbly 
conceive  it  his  Majefty's  beft  courfe,  to  leave  them  to 
their  remedy  at  law,  which  truly  I  would  have  de- 
nied to  no  fubjecl. 


I  am,  your  lordfhip's 

moll  faithful  humble  fervant, 


ESSEX. 


To 
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To  Sir  Henry  Capel, 

Dublin  Caftle,   June  15,   1675. 
Dear  Brother, 

I  HAVE  yours  of  the  8th,  which  gives  me  notice, 
that  the  queftion  between  my  lord  of  Ormond, 
and  the  commiffioners  of  the  treafury  here,  is  referred 
to  me  3  the  letter  is  come,  tho'  not  yet  brought  to  my 
hand,  and  I  am  told  there  is  a  claufe  in  it,  which 
has  ordered,  that  the  money  in  controverfy  be  depo- 
sited, till  the  matter  be  determined  ;  I  confefs  I 
could  have  wiftied,  that  this  affair  had  received  its 
judgment  in  England  ;  yet,  however,  fince  'tis  his 
Majefty's  pleafure  to  appoint  me  to  conclude  it,  I 
fhall  to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge  do  right  in  the  cafe 
to  the  perfons  concerned. 

Pray  let  Mr.  Harbord  and  Mr.  Godolphin  know, 
that  I  have  both  theirs  of  the  fame  date  with  yours, 
but  there  being  nothing  of  confequence  to  write  to 
either  of  them,  I  only,  by  you,  acknowledge  their 
letters,  remaining  ever,, 

Your  moft  affectionate  brother, 

ESSEX, 


To 
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To  the  Lord  Conway. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  19,   1675. 

1HAVE  yours  of  the  12th,  wherein  you  mention 
fomething  of  my  lord  Caftlehaven,  whom  I  think 
one  of  the  ftrangeft  men  in  the  world,  for  I  gave 
order,  that  his  patent  mould  pafs,  according  to  the 
intimation  of  my  lord  treafurer's  letter,  and  he 
employs  no  man  to  purfue  his  bufinefs,  and  yet  is 
complaining  that  it  goes  not  on  :  for  any  thing  I 
wrote  to  his  lordfhip,  I  am  not  much  concerned  who 
fees  it. 

The  refult  of  the  council,  concerning  my  coming 
over,  I  have  received,  but  I  confefs,  I  cannot  but 
much  wonder  at  a  claufe  in  the  letter,  for  calling  of 
a  parliament  here,  againft  the  firft  of  September,  it 
being  utterly  impracticable,  and  alfo  inconvenient, 
and  therefore  I  cannot  imagine  (there  being  none  of 
the  council  then  prefent,  it  confiding  of  Keeper, 
Treafurer,  Lauderdale,  and  the  two  fecretaries,  who 
could  pretend  truly  to  underftand  the  affairs  of  this 
kingdom  within  itfelf )  what  perfon  it  mould  be  that 
did  propofe  it  :  the  time  of  calling  a  parliament,  is 
one  of  the  moft  material  circumftances  relating  there- 
unto ;  and  I  am  certain,  I  never  commifHonated  either 
your  lordfhip,  or  my  lord  Ranelagh,  to  name  the 
time,  being  fully  convinced,  that  a  parliament  cannot 
be  of  any  ufe  to  his  Majefty's  fervice,  till  the  next 
year.  I  could  fend  a  whole  bundle  of  reafons,  if  it 
were  material,  and  among  the  reft,  one,  that  his 
Majefty  was  ever  of  opinion  not  to  have  a  parliament 
here,  and  another  in  England,  fitting  at  the  fame 
time ;  and  there  being  but  fix  weeks  between  the  firft 
of  September  and  the  thirteenth  of  October,  I  am 

fure 
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fure  little  or  nothing  can  be  done  in  fo  fhort  a 
fpace. 

Since  your  lordfhip,  by  your  letter,  defires,  rather 
to  keep  where  you  are,  than  to  come  over,  I  have 
nominated  my  lord  chancellor  and  fir  Arthur  Forbefe, 
to  be  juftices  in  my  abfence.  I  am  now  in  very  good 
hopes  that  the  city  will  become  quiet  again,  Philpot 
their  principal  incendiary,  being  by  a  legal  way, 
found  guilty  of  feveral  feditious  practices,  and  the 
punching  of  him,  will,  I  am  confident,  mafter  all 
the  reft. 

Having  many  other  difpatches  to  make,  I  fhall  add 
no  more,  but  remain, 

Your   lordfhip's 

moll  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Lord   Ranelagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  19,    16750 

WITH  much  fatisfacYion  have  I  received  yours 
of  the  1 2th,  and  do  allure  your  lordfhip, 
that  if  any  mifapprehenfion  fhould  fall  out  between 
myfelf  and  you  (  which  I  hope  there  never  will) 
the  fault  fhall  not  be  on  my  fide.  I  do  well  under- 
ftand  the  poft  wherein  I  am,  and  that  'tis  a  duty 
incumbent  upon  me,  to  fee  all  his  Majefty's  minifters 
and  officers  in  this  kingdom,  to  perform  their  feveral 
employments,  honeftly  and  juftly  towards  his  Ma- 
jefty  ;  and  for  my  own  part,  I  will  be  true  to  the  truft 
repofed  in  me  :  as  for  any  defigns  your  ill  willers 
T  3  may 
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may  have  to  engage  me,  either  to  your  own  preju- 
dice, or  that  of  your  undertaking,  as  they  never 
have  had,  fo  neither  fhall  they  have  any  influence 
upon  me,  to  injure  your  lordfhip  in  the  leaft.  My 
coming  over  into  England,  may  be  of  much  advan- 
tage to  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  contribute  a  good 
deal  towards  the  final  fettlement  of  this  poor  count  v, 
which  was  the  only  aim  of  my  propofing  it ;  now 
perceiving  that  it  is  refolved  on  that  fide  the  water,  1 
fhall  be  there  within  a  fhort  time  ;  I  do  forbear  the 
anfwering  fome  of  your  former  letters  till  I  fee  you* 
and  particularly,  the  farmers  petition  to  my  lord 
treafurer,  wherein  are  things  very  confiderable,  and 
fome  not  fit  too  haftily  to  be  complied  with :  the 
fubftance  of  what  I  have  to  fay,  I  fhall  defer  till  I 
wait  on  my  lord  treafurer,  and  remain, 

Your  lord/hip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

«««e  oeoo  ooo«coo«ooeo:s9000oooeoo  oooo  cttcoaecorsooecooeoococoooeeoowoooooooooccooceco  wee  MMMM 

To  Mr.  Godolphin. 

Dublin  Caftle,  June  19,  1675. 
Mr.  Godolphin. 

THERE  is  nothing  in  yours  of  the  12th,  ma- 
terial, to  anfwer,  fave  only  what  you  mention 
concerning  my  lord  Ranelagh's  telling  my  lady 
Danby,  that  he  heard  my. lady  Northumberland  fay, 
fhe  was  glad  of  my  coming  over,  &c.  You  may  do 
well  to  employ  the  perfon  from  whom  you  had  this, 
to  afiure  my  lady  Danby  of  the   falfehood   thereof, 

for 
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For  my  lady  Northumberland  hath  written  with  the 
moft  vehemence  hither,  to  perfuade  my  ftay,  that 
can  be  imagined ;  and  if  you  would  get  yourfelf,  or 
any  other  employed,  to  afk  my  lady  Northumberland 
the  queflion,  (o  it  might  be  done  without  my  lord 
Ranelagh's  knowledge,  I  would  forfeit  my  head,  if 
the  malice  of  this  lie  be  not  detected  5  I  am  fure  there 
are  few  things  I  would  fooner  wi(h,  than  a  difcovery 
of  this  nature :  my  feveral  other  difpatches  hinder 
me  from  faying  any  thing  to  you  upon  the  letter 
concerning  my  coming  over,  and  the  arts  therein 
ufed,  to  render  the  letter  itfelf  infignificant,  but 
having  writ  at  large  upon  this  fubjecl;  to  Mr.  fecre~ 
tary  Coventry,  you  may  from  himfelf,  or  Mr. 
Thinne,  learn  what  I  have  done.  Pray  tell  Mr. 
Thinne,  that  I  have  feveral  of  his  letters,  but  the 
multitude  of  other  affairs,  has  hindered  me  from  ac- 
knowledging them  myfelf.  Do  not  fail  to  let  me 
know  my  lord  treafurer's  motion,  in  order  to  his 
journey  to  the  Bath,  that  if  he  be  there,  I  may  take 
that  in  my  way  to  Windfor. 


I  am, 

Your  moft  affectionate  friend, 


ESSEX. 


To 
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To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,   June  19,  1675, 

1HAVE  received  yours  of  the  12th  inftant,  toge- 
ther with  his  Majefty's  letter  of  the  fame  date, 
concerning  my  coming  over  ;  I  do  not  know  where 
it  was  drawn,  but  I  fear  thofe  clerks  who  penned  it, 
did  not  examine  precedents,  it  being  much  out  of 
form  ;  however,  were  that  all,  I  mould  not  trouble 
you  upon  this  fubjecl,  but  I  do  find,  that  though  the 
beginning  of  the  letter  gives  a  direction  for  me  to 
come,  yet  the  body  of  the  letter  impofes  fomewhat 
upon  me,   which  renders  my  journey  impoflible. 

For  in  the  firft  place,  the  preamble  of  the  letter 
expreffes,    as  if  I  had  defired  to  come  over,  which 
indeed  was  the  preamble  to  my  lord  Berkley's,  that 
he  defired  to  go  into  England,  in  relation  to  his  own 
private  affairs,  whereas  I  have  never  pretended,  nor 
indeed   having   any   occafion    of  my  own  to  call  me 
over,    but   only   propofing    to    his    Majefty,   feveral 
matters    relating   to  the  public,   which  muft  be  ne- 
ceffarily  refolved  in  England  againft  Chriftmas  next, 
have  humbly  fubmitted  to  his  Majefty's  confideration, 
whether  my  prefence  may  not  be  ufeful,  when  thefe 
matters    mall    be  debated  ;    I   do  with  all  humility 
conceive  the   preamble    of    the    letter   ought   to  be 
fuitable  to,  the  occafion,  and    in  the  ftile  of  thofe  in 
my  lord  duke  of  Ormond's  time,  viz.   Whereas,  we, 
in  our  princely  judgment,  find  it  necefTary,  that  you 
fhould  come  to  our  prefence,  that  you  may  in  your 
perfon  inform  us,  of  the  prefent  ftate,  &c.  this  as  to 
the  preface.     In  the  next  place,  as  to  the  body  of  the 
letter,  it  is  exprefTed,  that    before  my  going  over,   I 
muft  fummon  a  parliament,  to   be  held  here,  againft 

the 
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the  firft  of  September  next ;  and   that   I  bring  over 
with  me  fuch   bills,  as   fhall  be  thought   fit    to   be 
pafTed  in  parliament  :   how  impracticable  this  is,  any 
who    underftand  the   conftitutions    of  this  kingdom, 
can  eafily  inform  you  :   when   a   parliament   is  called 
here,   bills  are  firft  to  be  prepared   by  the  council  of 
Ireland,  then  tranfmitted  and  approved  by   the  privy 
council   of  England,  and   upon   their  remittal  back 
into  Ireland,  under   the  great  feal  of  England,  with 
that  remitter  comes  a  commiffion  under  the  great  feal 
of  England,  to  hold  a  parliament  here,   after  which, 
writs   are  to   be  iflued,  and  you  all  know  there  muft 
be  forty  days  time  between  the   iffuing  of  the  writs, 
and  the  fitting  of  the  parliament  ;  now  then  let  any 
man  compute  the  time  :  this  letter  is  dated  the  12th 
of  June,  and  received  in  Ireland  the   17th  of  June, 
and  the  writs  muft  be  iflued  the  22d  of  July  ;  fo  as 
to  draw  the  bills  by  the  king's  council  here,  to  pafs 
them  in  privy  council  here,  to  tranfmit  them   into 
England,  and  have  them  all  pafTed  in  council  there, 
and  remitted  back   hither  again,  there  is  but  barely 
five  weeks  time,  and   then  too  I  am  obliged  to  ftay 
till  all  this  be  done,  which    as  aforefaid   will   be  the 
22d  of  July,  and  to  be  back  by  the  firft  of  September; 
fo  as  in  efTe£t:,  it  is  to  direc"t,  I  muft  not  come  this 
fummer  :   true  it  is,  that   all   lord  lieutenants  have  a 
claufe  in  their  commiffion,  empowering  them  to  hold 
a  parliament  here ;   yet  parliaments  have    not    been 
ufually  called,  upon'  that  general  claufe  in  the  chief 
governors   patent,    without   a    particular   commiffion 
for  that   purpofe,  and   indeed   by  Poyning's  lav/,  no 
parliament  can  be  held  without  a  fp.cial  commiffion. 

But  if  nothing  of  this  were,  'tis  certainly  the  moft 
unfeafonable  time  in  the  whole  year  for  a  parliament 
to  fit,  the  firft  of  September  being  the  middle  of  their 
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harveft,  when  the  country  gentlemen  will  be  un- 
willing to  attend  ;  and  befides,  it  will  be  very  incon- 
venient for  the  lieutenant  to  iffue  writs  for  the 
holding  a  parliament,  and  the  elections  to  be  made 
in  his  abfence,  for  it  may  be  of  more  importance  to 
his  Majefty's  affairs*  to  have  the  lieutenant  in  the 
country,  in  order  to  the  difcourfing  with  men,  con- 
cerning thefe  elections,  and  taking  care  that  fit  per- 
fons  be  chofen,  than  that  he  mould  be  upon  the 
place  at  the  opening  of  the  feffions  ;  it  is  indeed  one 
of  the  propofals  in  my  letter  to  his  Majefty,  to  advife 
of  the  calling  a  parliament  here,  but  the  confideration 
of  the  time,  is  certainly  a  principal  point  to  be  re- 
folved  of,  and  I  am  certain  it  cannot  be  convenient  to 
do  it  till  after  Chriftmas  next,  both  in  regard  the 
country  is  at  prefent  very  poor,  and  likewife  that  the 
payment  of  the  fupply  of  the  years  value  (which  is 
a  general  tax)  will  not  be  at  an  end  till  Michaelmas  ; 
and  alfo,  that  the  farm,  and  my  lord  Ranelagh's 
contract,  both  determine  at  Chriftmas,  it  will  then  be 
{ten  in  what  ftate  his  Majefty's  treafury  is,  and  con- 
fequently  what  proportion  the  need  of  the  public  will 
be  for  money  ;  add  to  this,  that  it  willjbe  very  incon- 
venient to  have  a  parliament  fitting  here,  and1  one  iri 
England,  at  the  fame  time,  which  will  riecefTarily 
follow,  let  men  fancy  what  they  pleafe  in  point  of 
difpatch,  if  this  be  called  on  the  firft  of  September, 
and  that  in  England  meet  on  the  13th  of  October. 

I  conceive  I  have  faid  enough  in  relation  to  this 
letter,  and  therefore  mail  trouble  you  no  further,  but 
With  the  draft  of  a  letter  here  fent  over,  anfwerable 
to  the  precedents  of  thofe  in  my  lord  of  Ormond's 
time,  which  you  may  pleafe  to  offer  to  his  Majefty's 
fignature,  and  confide  ring  the  feafon  of  the  year,  I 

would 
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would  be  glad  fo  foon  as  may  be,  to  know  what  I  am 
to  do. 

I  am, 

Your  raoft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Right  Trufty,  Sec. 

WHEREAS,  we,  in  our  princely  judgment,  do 
find  it  necefTary,  that  you  fhould  repair  to 
our  prefence,  that  you  may  in  your  own  perfon  in- 
form us  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  that  our  kingdom,  and 
underftand  our  pleafure  and  refolutions,  in  fundry 
particulars  concerning  our  important  affairs  there  : 
we  have  therefore  thought  fit  to  fignify  our  royal 
pleafure  to  you,  and  we  do  hereby  fufficiently  au- 
thorize you  forthwith,  upon  the  receipt  of  thefe  our 
letters,  or  fo  foon  after  as  you  fhall  find  it  expedient, 
to  repair  to  our  prefence,  that  we  and  our  council 
may  advife  at  large  with  you,  and  receive  information 
from  you,  touching  the  prefent  ftate  and  affairs  of 
that  our  kingdom  ;  and,  becaufe  it  is  fit,  that  the 
government  there,  fhould  be  fupplied  with  fome  meet 
perfons,  to  manage  the  affairs  of  that  our  realm, 
during  our  abfence,  we  have  made  choice  of  the  moft 
reverend  father  in  God,  Michael,  lord  archbifhop  of 
Dublin,  our  chancellor  of  that  our  kingdom,  and 
of  our  right  trufty  and  well  beloved  councellor  fir 
Arthur  Forbefe,  baronet,  our  marfhal  of  our  army 
there,  to  be  our  juftices ;  and  accordingly,  we  do 
hereby  authorize  and  require  you,  by  commiffion, 
under  our  great  feal  of  that  our  kingdom,  to  aflign 
and  appoint  them  the  faid  lord  archbifhop  of  Dublin, 
and  the   faid    fir   Arthur  Forbefe,  jointly,  to  be  our 
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juftices  in  that  our  kingdom,  during  our  pleafure,  for 
the  government  thereof,  in   your  abfence,  until   you 
ftiall  return  thither  for   the  government  thereof,   and 
to  do  all  things   according   to  the  tenor   of  the   faid 
letters   patents  to  be  granted   unto  them,  with  fuch 
inftru&ions  for  the  good  of  our  fervice,  and  for  the 
welfare  of  our  people,  as  you  mail  think  fit  to  leave 
with  them,  figned  under  your  hand,  as  our  lieutenant 
general  and  general   governor  of  that   our  kingdom, 
without  any  revocation  or  diminution  of  your  autho- 
rity ;   and  it  is  our  pleafure,  and    we  do  hereby   au- 
thorize you,  that  you  caufe  a  claufe  to  be  inferted  in 
the  faid   letters   patents,  to   be  granted  to   our  faid 
juftices,  to  be  appointed  as  aforefaid,  that  the  faid  letters 
patents,  or  any  thing  therein  to  be  contained,  fhall  no 
ways  avoid,  determine,  or  annihilate  any  power  or  au  i 
thority  given  unto  you  by  our  letters   patents,  bearing 
date  the  one  and  twentieth  day  of  May,  in  the  four  and 
twentieth  year  of  our  reign,  but  that  the  fame  fhall  be 
valid   unto   you,   to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  with  all 
juiifdiclions,   benefits,  profits,  entertainments,  rights, 
and    privileges    whatfoever,    granted    unto    you,    as 
fully,  amply,  and  beneficially,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pofes, as  if  the  faid   letters    patents   never    had  been 
granted  ;   and  it   is    alfo    our   pleafure,    and    we  do 
hereby  authorize  you,  to  caufe  a  claufe  to  be  inferted 
in  the  faid  letters  patents    to  be  granted  to   the   faid 
lord  archbifhop  of  Dublin,   and    fir  Arthur    Forbefe, 
as  aforefaid,  that  the  faid  letters  patents,  or  any  thing 
thereunto  to  be  contained,  fhall  no  way  avoid,  deter- 
mine, or   annihilate,  or    be   any    way    conftrued    to 
avoid,  determine,  or  annihilate,  any  office  or  offices, 
power  or    authority   given    unto  them,   or   either  of 
them,  but  that  the  fame  fhall  be  valid  unto  them,  to 

all 


ARTHUR,  EARL  OF  ESSEX.      301 

all  intents  and  purpofes,  with  all  jurifdiclions,  bene- 
fits, profits,  entertainments,  rights,  and  privileges 
whatsoever,  granted  to  them,  or  either  of  them,  as 
fully,  amply,  and  beneficially,  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes,  as  if  the  faid  letters  patents,  now  intended 
to  be  granted  to  them,  as  our  juftices  aforefaid,  had 
never  been  had  or  granted  ;  any  thing  to  be  con- 
tained in  fuch  letters  patents,  to  be  granted  to  them 
as  our  juftices  aforefaid,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
ftanding.  And  we  do  alfo  authorize  you,  to  caufe  a 
commiffion  to  be  iflued  under  the  great  feal  of  that 
our  kingdom,  directed  to  our  right  trufty  and  well 
beloved  counfellors,  thereby  authorizing  them,  or 
any  of  them,  to  adminifter  to  our  faid  juftices,  the 
oaths  ufually  taken  by  our  juftices  for  the  government 
of  that  our  kingdom  j  and  albeit,  we  have  thus 
fignified  our  pleafure  unto  you,  for  your  repair  hither, 
and  difpofing  of  the  government  in  your  abfence  ; 
yet  if  you  fhall  find  any  indifpofition  of  your  body, 
to  come  hither,  and  return  in  fo  fhort  fpace  of  time,  as 
may  be  necelTary  for  our  prefent  affairs  on  that  fide,  or 
that  any  reafon  of  ftate  fhall  occur  with  you,  which  in 
your  judgment,  you  fhall  hold  fit  to  detain  you  there, 
for  the  advancement  of  our  fervice,  then  in  fuch 
cafe,  we  do  not  fo  ftridly  enjoin  you  to  the  per- 
formance thereof,  but  that  we  do  leave  it  freely  to 
your  own  choice,  to  come  or  flay,  as  you  fhall  think 
fit  for  our  fervice  :  and  thefe  our  letters  fhall  be  unto 
you,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  a  fufficient 
warrant  in  that  behalf.     Given,  &c. 


To 
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To  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  19,    1675* 

FROM  feveral  of  my  friends  in  England,  I  un- 
derstand how  induftrious  you  have  been  in  the 
inclining  of  his  Majefty  to  fend  for  me  over,  that  I 
might  perfonally  give  him  an  account  of  his  affairs 
under  my  charge ;  I  do  give  you  many  thanks  for  it, 
and  doubt  not  but  his  Majefty,  when  I  come  over, 
will  find  reafon  to  believe  you  have  done  him  good 
fervice  therein,  for  I  am  confident  the  King  does  not 
know  the  true  ftate  of  his  treafury  here,  nor  how 
much  he  will  remain  in  debt,  after  my  lord  Ranelagh 
has  gone  through  with  his  undertaking  ;  befides, 
there  are  divers  payments  and  fums  of  money,  which 
by  the  covenants  in  my  lord  Ranelagh's  contract, 
feem  to  be  dubious  whether  they  fhould  reft  on  the 
king,  or  on  the  undertakers,  and  thefe  amount  to  no 
lefs  than  threefcore  or  fourfcore  thoufand  pounds,  all 
which  I  find  the  partners  here,  conftrue  to  their  own 
advantage,  tho'  for  my  own  part,  I  cannot  judge  that 
the  king  ought  to  bear  them,  at  leaft,  not  all  that 
will  be  demanded  ;  that  therefore  his  Majefty  might 
have  a  clear  information  of  the  former,  and  might 
hear  fome  one  fpeak  in  his  own  behalf  to  the  latter, 
before  the  winding  up  and  fettling  of  all  reckonings, 
was  a  principal  inducement  to  me,  to  propofe  this 
journey  ;  whereunto,  if  you  add  the  other  confidera- 
tions,  in  order  to  the  final  fettlement  of  this  kingdom, 
mentioned  in  my  paper  fent  to  you  by  Mr.  Godol- 
phin,  all  of  them  of  publick  concernment,  you  have 
my  whole  defign  in  coming  over. 

I  have  nothing   to  write  further,  but  to  tell  you, 
that  I  do  not  find  fir  Arthur  Forbefe  fo  unwilling  to 
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undertake  the  part  of  a  lord  juftice,  as  fome  have 
reprefented ;  I  fpoke  of  it  to  him  above  a  fortnight 
fince,  and  he  {hewed  no  unwillingnefs,  and  I  told 
him  of  it  again  yeflerday,  and  he  then  readily  em- 
braced it  i  he  is  a  worthy  gentleman,  as  any  I  have 
ever  known,  and  always  ready  to  ferve  the  crown, 
wherever  he  is  commanded  ;  pray  do  him  right  on  all 
occafions  on  that  fide  the  water. 

I  am,  moft  affectionately, 

your  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Note  enclofed  in  this  Letter. 

If  you  think  it  convenient,  you  may  fhew  this 
letter  to  his  Majefty,  or  otherwife  keep  it  to  yourfelf, 
which  you  conceive  belt,  for  I  never  wrote  any  thing 
but  what  I  can  juftify. 

To  Mr.  Harbord. 

Dublin  CaiHe,   June  19,  1675. 
Mr.  Harbord. 

I  HAVE  yours  of  the  12th  ;  as  to  what  relates  to 
my  lord  Caftlehaven,  I  find  his  lordfhip  in  an 
abfolute  miftake,  for  he  wrote  a  letter  to  me,  defiring 
I  would  pafs  his  patent  for  five  hundred  pounds  per 
annum  penfion,  and  alfo  pafs  his  Majefty's  letter, 
which  was  for  the  abating  of  his  quit-rents  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time,  I  received  a  letter  from  my  lord 
treafurer,  that  that  for  the  quit-rents  mould  be  ftopt, 
and  that  the  other  for  the  patent  fhould  not  take 

effecl 
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effect  tUl  after  Chriftmas  next ;  Mr.  Beecher  had 
then  immediately  order  to  pafs  his  penfion,  according 
to  the  limitation  in  my  lord  treafurer's  letter,  but  no 
body  calls  for  it,  nor  has  he  employed  any  agent, 
that  I  can  hear  of,  tho'  I  have  made  enquiries,  fo  that 
I  know  not  what  he  expects,  unlefs  he  would  have 
me  follicit  his  affairs  myfelf,  and  when  letters  are 
fent,  that  I  fhould  carry  them  through  the  offices  ; 
wherefore,  I  would  be  glad,  that  at  fome  leifure 
time,  you  would  acquaint  his  Majefty,  that  the 
reafon  he  has  been  fo  troublefome,  is  purely,  for  that 
the  poor  man  knows  not  how  to  follow  his  own 
bufinefs. 

Mr.  Hallyard  and  captain  Hamond  fhall  have 
licence,  as  is  defired.  There  fhall  be  a  commiflion  for 
captain  Prieftman,  to  come  in  the  place  of  fir  Roger 
Strickland;  only  in  regard  I  have  nothing  butjuft 
the  letter  for  it,  I  would  have  a  line  or  two  from  fir 
George  Strickland,  of  his  confent,  it  being  ever  my 
rule  to  hear  from  the  perfon  himfelf  concerned,  ere  I 
grant  the  Commiflion,  or  otherwife  it  will  look  like  a 
caihiering  him.  My  lord  of  Tyrone  is  now  here  in 
Ireland,  and  never  went  over.  The  letter  for  my 
coming  into  England  I  have  received,  but  I  am 
amazed  at  feveral  things  in  it,  for  in  the  firft  place, 
'tis  quite  out  of  the  form  of  any  letters  that  have 
been  writ  of  this  nature  ;  and  in  the  next  place,  tho* 
in  the  beginning  it  directs  I  fhould  come  over,  fo  foon 
as  I  fhould  think  fit,  yet  afterwards,  it  appoints  me  to 
prepare  all  fuch  bills  ready,  as  fhall  be  neceffary  to 
be  offered  at  a  parliament  here,  and  iffue  writs  like- 
wife  before  my  coming  over,  for  the  fummoning  a 
parliament  againft  the  firft  day  of  September  next, 
which  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  I  fhould  not  come  at  all, 
for  'tis  impoffible  to  have  thefe  bills  drawn  and  paffed 

in 
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in  council,  under  three  months  time  ;  but  that  which 
amazeth  me  moil  of  all,  is,  that  in   your  letter  you 
feem   to  applaud    yourfelf  very    much,   as    if  a  great 
point  were  gained,  in   calling  this  parliament  againft 
September  next,  and  fome   touches   likewife    in   my 
brother  Henry's  letter,  do  confirm  me,  that   yourfelf 
and  he  had  a  hand  in  propofing  it ;  whether  you  had 
or  no,  is  not  very  clear  to  me,  but  till  I  received  your 
letter,  and  faw  thefe  particulars  therein,   I  did  rather 
prefume  it  had  been  purely   a  fetch  of  my  lord  Ranc- 
lagh's;    I   made  no   doubt,  if  you    and    my  brother 
were  the  movers  thereof,  it   was   with  a  good  intent 
towards  me,  believing  that  if  writs  were   iiTued  for 
the   calling   of    a    parliament,    it   would   fecure  my 
coming  back,  but  I  muft  confefs  I  am  an  utter  enemy 
to  any  thing  of  practice  or  artifice  ;   and  when  I  re- 
col  lecl:  how   often  I  have  pre/Ted   you   to  ufe  plain 
dealing,    I   ihould    very  much  wonder   if  now   you 
fhould   be   guilty    of  a  flight  of  this  fort  :  it  is  im- 
pofiible  to  have  a  parliament  meet  in  Ireland  under  fix 
months  time,  and  I  am  fure  the  kingdom  cannot  be 
ready  to   have  one   (their  prefent  poverty  being  fuch) 
till  the  next  year,    befides,   the   fir  ft  of  September  is 
the  midft  of  their  harveft,  and   divers  other   reafons 
fuperfluous  to    be    added,   may   be  given  againft  it  ; 
but  if  you  and   my  brother  have  been    cenfenting  to 
this  particular,   which  relates  to  a  parliament,  I  be- 
lieve  my    lord    Conway    and    lord    Ranelagh    laugh 
bravely  in  their  fleeves,  to  fee  how  egregiouily  they 
have    choufed    you    both.      Pray    fhew   my    brother 
Henry  this  letter,   and  tell  him   I  have  many  hawks 
here  more  than  my  falconers   can  keep,  I  would  be 
glad  my  brother  Strangwais  would  immediately  fend 
for  fome   of  them.     Mr.    Philpot   the   principal    in- 
cendiary  of  this   city,    is    now   found    guilty,   by  a 
U  jury 
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Jury  in  the  king's  bench,  of  feveral  feditious  prac- 
tices, and  I  believe  will  be  fined  very  deeply  ;  you 
muft  ufe  your  utmoft  endeavours  with  the  fecreta- 
ries,  that  none  beg  this  fine  to  bring  him  off,  for 
the  peace  of  this  city  will  never  be  eftablifhed 
without  thf  punifhing  of  fome  of  thefe  fomenters  of 
thefe  late  contentions. 

I  am, 

Your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX, 


To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,   June  19,  1675. 

THIS  ferves  only  to  enclofe  a  draft  of  a  letter, 
in  behalf  of  Mr.  Leigh  ;  it  is  the  fame  in 
effect  with  a  former  letter,  under  the  fignet,  dated 
the  5th  of  December  1674,  only  with  fome  few 
amendments,  to  make  it  the  more  regular  ;  this 
being  a  favour  his  Majefty  already  had  granted,  I  fee 
no  inconvenience  in  the  renewing  thereof,  and 
therefore  humbly  offer  it  to  you  for  his  Majefty's 
iignature. 

I  am, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervanr, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  Mr.  Harbord. 

Mr.  Harbord,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  20,  1675. 

THIS  bearer,  Mr.  Taylor,  now  going  into 
England,  with  the  books  of  the  difcoveries  of 
land,  has  engaged  to  me,  that  he  will  permit  no 
perfon  to  view  them  before  I  come  over  ;  I  thought 
fit  to  let  you  know  this,  that  in  cafe  there  (hould  be 
any  ftirring  in  this  affair,  you  might  put  a  flop  to  it 
until  my  arrival. 

I  am, 

Your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX-. 


To  the  lord  Ranelagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  22,  1675. 

I  HAVE  juft  now  received  your  lordfhip's  of  the 
15th  inftant,  together  with  the  papers  enclofed  : 
as  to  the  objections  in  relation  to  the  farmers  ac- 
counts, I  have  not  yet  had  leifure  to  perufe  them 
fully,  they  being  very  large,  nor  has  your  lordfhip 
in  your  letter  mentioned  what  ufe  is  to  be  made  of 
them  :  that  the  farmers  have  fent  over  confiderable 
fums  of  money,  is  out  of  all  peradventure  ;  your 
lordfhip  fays,  you  know  not  how  to  give  me  a  d,e- 
monftration  of  it,  and  indeed  it  may  feem  a  little 
difficult  to  do  it,  yet  I  doubt  not  by  that  time  I 
come  over  into  England,  if  it  be  of  any  concern  to 
his  Majefty's  bufmefs,  to  be  able  to  give  an  account 
U  2  of 
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of  every  particular  relating  thereunto.  I  wrote  this 
letter  in  fome  hafte,  but  am  loath  to  let  the  poft 
go  out,  this  being  the  night  of  their  departure,  with- 
out acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  lordfhip's  : 
by  the  next  I  may  write  more.      I  am, 

Your  Lordfhip's 

mpft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  Mr.  Harbord. 

Dublin  Caftle,  June  22,  1675. 
Mr.  Harbord, 

I  Have  received  one  of  yours,  one  of  my  brother 
Henry's,  and  one  from  Mr.  Godolphin,  all  dated 
the  15th  inftant;  but  having  written  the  laft  packet 
to  yourfelf  and  Mr.  Godolphin,  I  have  nothing  fur- 
ther to  add,  only  to  defire  you  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  letters,  and  remain, 

Your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  Mr.  Godolphin. 

Dublin  Caftle,  June  26,  1675. 
Mr.  Godolphin, 

I  Send  you  here  enclofed  a  paper  of  exceptions  to 
an  account  delivered   in    upon  oath  by   captain 
Stone,  Mr.   Richardfon,  &c.     It   came  to  me   from 
my  lord  Ranelagh,  but  he  gives  no  notice  who  is  the 
author  thereof  ;  wherefore   not  knowing  how  far  it 
may  have  gone,  or  whether  the  King  may  not  have 
had   a  fight  of  it,  I  defire  you  would   endeavour   to 
(hew   them  privately   to  his  Majefty.      They  are   fo 
long,  as  'tis   not  fit  to  trouble   him  to  read  them  all 
over  ;  but  if  he  pleafe   to  caft  his   eye   on   a  line  or 
two   of  them,  and   does    but  recollect:  whether   any 
fuch  paper  hath  ccme  to  his  Majefty's  view,  it  will 
be  enough  :  which,    if  he   have,  I  do   moil:  humbly 
defire  his  Majefty   would    be  pleafed  to  order  the  au- 
thor to  ftand  to  it,  and  juftify  it  when  I  come  over  : 
in  the  mean  time,  that  his  Majeity  (till   he  can  hear 
me  fpeak)  would  be  fo  gracious  as  not  to  retain  any 
impreflion  one  way  or  other  from  it.      It  is   no  new 
thing  to  me  to  be  attacked' in  this  manner  ;  for  after 
I  had  taken  all  the  care  I  could,  both  in  acquainting 
his   Majefty,    and   ftaying   'till    I    had    received    his 
commands,    in  order   to  the  regulating  corporations 
here  ;  yet,    when   the  rules  were  made,  though  pre- 
cifely  anfwerable  to  his  Majefty's  appointment,   there 
were,  nevprthelefc,    fome  in  England   who    fcattered 
objections  zgainft  them,  moft  falfly   and   malicioufly 
expofing  both   myfelf  and  the  government  here  :  but 
when  I   had   recovered   my    health    (for   I    was   then 
lick)  and  fent  over  anfwers  to  thofe  objections,  the 
truth  came  to  be  fo  fully  known,  as  no  man  I  can 

U  3  ever 
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ever  hear  of  fince  but  refted  fatisfied  that  I  had  done 
my  duty  exactly  in  that  particular.  As  for  this 
prefent  paper,  it  is  in  fome  parts  falfe,  in  many 
others  impertinent,  and  all  of  it  very  malicious.  But 
I  will  venture  my  life,  and  all  I  have  in  this  world, 
that  every  paffage  relating  to  myfelf,  when  I  come 
to  fpeak,  will  be  cleared  :  and  for  what  concerns  the 
commifnoners  of  Cork-houfe,  they  ought,  as  I  con- 
ceive, to  anfwer  for  themfelves.  Upon  the  whole,  I 
defire  you  will  ufe  effe&ual  means  to  difcover  the 
author,  that  when  I  have  the  opportunity  tojuftify 
myfelf,  he  may  receive  his  due  punifhment  for  at- 
tempting fo  falfly  to  afperfe  me.     I  am, 

Your  moft  affe&ionate  friend, 

ESSEX. 

To  Mr.  Godolphin. 

Dublin  Caftle,   June  26,  1675. 
Mr.  Godolphin, 

I  Have  yours  of  the  19th,  wherein  you  tell  me, 
you  conceive  you  have  found  a  way  how  to  in- 
finuate  things  to  my  lord  Treafurer,  with  that  effect, 
as  he  may  truly  underiland  what  fort  of  man  my 
lord  Ranelagh  is,  but  that  you  want  matter  to  offer  : 
I  know  no  one  thing  wherein  it  can  be  better  com- 
pafTed,  than  by  djfcovering  that  impudent  lie,  which 
he  told  my  lady  Danby,  as  diicourfe  coming  from 
my  lady  Northumberland.  If  Sir  William  Temple 
be  in  town,  (he  being  very  well  with  and  allied  to 
my  lord  Treafurer's  family,  and  alfo  particularly  ac- 
quainted 
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quainted  with  my  lady  Northumberland,  and  befides 
perfectly    my    friend,  and    a    man    wlio   thoroughly 
underftands  my  lord    Ranelagh)   he   may  be   a  very 
proper  inftrument  for  this  purpofe.     My  lord  Trea- 
furer  may  be  alfo  minded  what  lies   my  lord  Rane- 
lagh told   him  to  gain  a  commiflion    for  the   earl  of 
Orrery  laft  year,  faying,   that  the  military  powers  of 
the  prefident   of   Munfter  were  not  required    of  my 
lord  Orrery  to  be  refigned,  and   that  he   gave  them 
up  voluntarily.     My  lord   Treafurer  lhould  recollect 
v/ho  convinced  him  of  this    miftake,  and  into  what 
briars  the  then  ignorance  of  the  truth  was  likely  to 
have  drawn  him.     You  mould  ufe  all  the  means  you 
can,    by  fuch  as  are  proper  hands,   to  convince  the 
Treafurer,  that  I  have  no  aims  at  his  di/Tervice  ;  and 
for  the  truth  of  this,   I  am   fure,  you  know  it  fully : 
and  befides,  to  let  him  know,,   that  fince  his  Majefty 
has  ordered  a  great  fhare  of  the  bufinefs  of  this  king- 
dom to  come  through   his  lofdfhip's  hands,  I  am  To 
much  his  fervant,  as  I  would   take  this  journey,    if  it 
were  only  to  fpeak  with  him,  that  he   may  have   a 
right  imprefTion  of  things  here  :  and  let  his   lordfhip 
be  allured,    he  is   not   truly  informed  of  the  flate  of 
the  revenue  of  this  kingdom  :  and  may  I  but  be  fuf- 
fered  to  come  upon  equal  terms  with  thofe  who  pre- 
tend to  know  it,  and  be  permitted  to  fpeak  as  well  as 
they,  and  not  be  put  only  to  write,  I  will  lofe  my 
life  if  I  do  not  mew  his  lordfhip  that  he  is  in  danger 
to  be  led  into  many  errors.     My  lord  Treafurer  is   a 
man  whom  I  never  had  the  honour  to    be  perfondly 
acquainted  with  ;  but  certainly  he  cannot  be  the  wife 
man  the  world  takes   him  for,  if  he  will  venture  at- 
the  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  and  not  fuffer   himfelf  to  be 
rightly  informed  therein,    but   in    affairs  concerning 
his  Majefty's  intereft,  only  takes   his  meafures  from 
U  4  what 
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what  he  hears  from  parties  concerned  in  profit  and 
gain  againif.  his  Majefty,   and  not  hear  any  one  fpf-ak 
in  the  King's   behalf.     This,    together   with   other 
publick  things  in  the  paper  fent  by  you   (as  you  w-.j 
know)  was  the  only  defign  and  aim  of  jny,cornii 
over.      If  men   will   take    up   imaginations  in    - 
heads  that  there  is  more  in    it,  I  know  no: 
help  it.     I  cannot  but  a  little  wondei  Mr 
Coventry  mould  be  difTatisfied  at  my  ■-"  ■  e 

place    Mr.    Glafcock    formerly   had  :   I  it 

three  commiflioners  of  appeal   on   the  eft;  t, 

two  whereof  muft  be  to  make  a  quorum-.  .» nd  'tis 
wonderful  to  me,  why  men  fhould  expert  U  we 
places  which  require  their  pretence,  only  tc  urn 
them' into,  penfions,  and  never  attend  the  duty  tfcu  of. 
I  thoiiffnt  I  had  dealt  very  kindly  with  Mr.  Glaicock 
In, giving  it  him  at  firft,  and  difplacing  fome  orl  ers 
who.  were  In  it  before  :  but  to  be  rewarded  with  ill 
will  Tor,  having  done  a  kindnefs,anJ  not  continuing  it 
when  the  publick  mould  fuffer  thereby,  I  do  nor  at  all 
underftand.  Sure  I  am,  if  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry. 
considers  it  rightly,  he  cannot  think  amifs  thereof. 
My  other  letter  you  may  mew  to  the  King  ;  efpecially 
if  I  find  he  hath  ever  fcen  thefe  exceptions  enclofed. 
To  repair  the  defect:  of  not  writing  to  the  Duke 
when  I  lent  you  over,  herewith  you  will  receive  a 
letter  to  his  rlighnefs,  a  copy  whereof  is  enclofed 
for  your  perufaJL  Which  you  may  either  deliver  or  let 
alone,  as  vcu  fee  caufe.      I  am, 

\Your  moil  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX. 

■ 

To 
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To  the  Duke. 
Dublin  Caftle,  June  26,   1675. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 

AT  the  time  when  I  fent  Mr.  Godolphin  into 
England,  my  intelligence  told  me,  that  your 
Highnefs  did  decline  as  much  as  might  be  the  inter- 
pofing  in  any  bufinefs  whatsoever  ;  and  judging  it 
unfit  for  any  fubjecT:  to  give  unneceflary  trouble  to  a 
perfon  of  fo  exalted  a  birth  as  is  your  Highnefs,  was 
the  true  caufe  I  charged  him  with  none  of  my  letters 
to  your  Highnefs.  The  real  grounds  of  my  propo- 
fing  this  journey  were  all  of  them  contained  in  the 
letter  I  \vr_ie  to  his  Majefty.  If  my  coming  over 
be  permitted,  I  fhall  give  his  Majefty  an  impartial 
account  of  his  affairs  in  this  country,  and  tender  fuch 
matters  to  confiaeration,  as  in  my  apprehenfion  will 
conduce  to  the  future  advantage  and  fettlement  of 
this  kingdom.  It  will  alfo  add  much  to  my  fatif- 
faction  to  enjoy  the  honour  of  killing  your  Highnefs's 
hand  ;  and  by  being  on  the  place,  to  have  frequent 
opportunity  of  exprefling  the  reality  and  unfeignednefs 
wherewith  I  am 

Your  Highnefs's 

mod  humble  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  the  Duke  of  Monmouth. 

Dublin  Caftle,   June  26,  1675. 
My  Lord, 

TH  E  reafon  I  have  been  fo  long  in  anfwering 
your  Grace's  letter  relating  to  your  lifter's  con- 
cern, hath  not  been  my  fault,  but  Mr.  Attorney's, 
who  hath  all  this  time  been  collecting  the  ftate  of  the 
cafe  here  enclofed,  that  your  Grace  may  advife  upon 
it  in  England,  to  do  therein  as  you  thing  fit.  Sir 
Theophilus  Jones  hath  not  as  yet  pafTed  any  lands 
in  patent,  but  hath  brought  in  feveral  difcoveries, 
which  are  almoft  compleated.  I  fhall  not  fign  any 
thing  to  him,  'till  your  Grace  directs  upon  what 
terms,  and  to  what  ufes  the  lands  given  up  by  him 
fhall  be  configned  5  and  fuch  rules  as  your  Grace 
fhall  pleafe  to  order  herein,  fhall  moft  punctually  be 
obferved  by, 

Your  Grace's 

moft  faithful  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

coco  oooooooo  oeooiooooeoooooaccooooco  0000  ceooeoooooooooooOM«eooocoeoooo«ooooc«oooo«o««oooooc  too* 

To  Sir  William  Temple. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,   June  26,  1675. 

MY  journey  into  England,  which  was  of  my 
own  propofing,  has,  I  perceive,  occafioned 
a  great  deal  ofdifcourfe  there,  and  moft  of  my  friends 
are  of  opinion  that  I  have  not  done  well  therein  :  but 

'tis 
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'tis  impoflible  for  them  to  know  the  circumftances  of 
affairs,  and  confequently  cannot  be  judges  of  what 
is  proper  for  me  to  do.  I  affure  you,  that  however 
fatisfied  I  am  with  my  employment,  which  I  look 
upon  to  be  the  very  beft  his  Majefty  has  to  give, 
yet  I  do  find  I  cannot  flay  longer  in  it,  and  be  an 
honeft  man,  unlefs  I  have  the  opportunity  to  difcourfe 
a  little  with  his  Majefty,  to  fet  fome  things  right  in 
order  to  his  fervice,  which  is  impoffible  to  be  tran- 
fa&ed  by  letters.  When  I  heard  your  excellency  was 
coming  into  England,  I  was  in  hope  that  my  good 
fortune  might  have  been  to  have  met  you  there  ; 
but  the  delay  that  fome  men,  who  are  unwilling  his 
Majefty  mould  know  the  truth,have  put  upon  my  jour- 
ney, makes  me  fear  I  fhall  not  reach  London  fo  foon 
as  to  fee  you.      I  am  with  perfect  truth, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  26th,   1675. 

MY  laft  letter  from  Mr.  Thinne  brings  me  an 
account  that  you  have  lately  been  indifpofed, 
but  I  hope,  when  this  comes  to  your  hand,  it  will 
find  you  perfectly  recovered-  The  more  I  reflect  upon 
the  letter  of  calling  a  parliament  here,  I  am  ftill  in 
the  more  amazement,  for  I  daily  fee  greater  un- 
pra&icablenefs  in  the  thing,  and  fuch  as  I  wonder 
any  on  that  fide  fhould  be  ignorant  of.  Befides  the 
objections  offered  in  a  former  letter  of  mine,   there 

are 
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are  others  very  material,  which  did  not  j all  then  oc- 
cur to  me,  as  this  ;  the  feafon  of  the  year  being  fuch 
as  the  judges  will  be  all  in  their  circuits,  and  the 
lawyers  out  of  town,  when  thefe  bills  are  to  be  drawn  ; 
and  it  is  a  conftant  rule  here,  when  bills  are  to  be 
prepared,  a  committee  of  the  council  is  appointed, 
of  which  all  the  chief  judges  are  to  be  of  the  num- 
ber for  the  perufing  thefe  bills,  fo  as  either  the  king- 
dom muft  be  without  juftice  for  this  year,  or  bills 
muft  be  drawn  contrary  to  all  former  practice,  and  by 
perfons  who  are  not  proper  to  do  them.  I  have  been 
a  little  perplexed  within  myfelf,  how  this  propofal 
took  it  rife  ;  and  upon  perufal  of  my  letters,  I  find 
in  one  to  my  lord  Treafurer  of  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber laft,  being  an  anfwer  to  his  lordfhip's  of  the 
wherein  he  defired  to  know  my  opinion 
concerning  the  calling  of  the  parliament  here,  and 
the  time  I  told  his  lordfhip,  that  in  cafe  the  country 
continued  to  improve,  as  fince  the  war  it  began,  I 
then  prefumed  we  might  be  ready  for  a  parliament 
this  fummer,  only  with  this  caution,  that  it  would 
not  be  convenient  th^t  a  parliament  were  fitting  here 
and  in  England  at  the  fame  time  ;  wherefore  I  could 
fay  nothing  pofitive  as  to  the  time:  Now  if  this 
paflage  were  read,  and  open,  it  inferred,  that  it  was 
my  opinion  that  a  parliament  might  be  called  this 
fummer.  If  you  obferve  what  I  have  here  truly  re- 
cited, you  wiil  find,  that  lam  far  from  being  pofitive 
as  to  the  time  of  convening  it  :  befides,  it  might  be 
my  opinion,  and  on  fubftantial  grounds  enough,  in 
November,  that  a  parliament  mould  be  called  the 
next  fummer  ;  but  circumtcances  may  vary  between 
that  and  June  (which  is  half  a  year)  as  I  may  with 
good  reafon  alter  my  advice  :  and  therefore  it  is  a 
very   hard  cafe  to  oblige  a  man,  had  I  been  never  fo 

pofitive 
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pofitive   then,  to    continue    of    the    fame    fenfe   fix 
months  after,  and    not  alter,  tho'  he  fees  the  world 
change  about  him.     I  do  allure  you,  this   kingdom, 
by  reafon  of    the  extraordinary    unfeafonablenefs  of 
the  fpring,  and   the   (harp  courfes   taken  both  by  the 
farmers  and  the  commiflioners  of  the  treafury,  to  get 
in  their  money,  this  being  the  laft  year  of  the   firft 
of  thefe,  and  the  laft  likewife  with  the  other,  for  the 
payment  of  the  elrubiifhment,  and  other  debts  due  to 
the  army,   &e.  has  mad<e   the  country  fo   very  poor, 
as  no  man  could  forefee  it  three  months  ago.     Add 
to  this,  this  letter  of  the  30th  of  November  was  fent 
over  by  my  lord  Ranelagh,  who  knew  well  enough 
the  practice  of  things  here,   and  well  underftood  that 
the  forms   are  fuch   as  a  parliament  cannot  be  called 
under  fix  months  preparation  ;  and   therefore   I  did 
expect    to  have   heard   from  my  lord  Treafurer  his 
Majefty's   pleafure  before   Chriftmas  laft,  in  cafe   a 
parliament  had  been  defigned   here   this  fummer.     I 
am  fure,  fhould  there  meet  one    before  my  lord  Ra- 
nelagh's   undertaking   be  determined  and  adjufted,  it 
would  not  ferve  his  turn,    to   reckon  wi;h   the  com- 
miflioners of  arcounts  ;  for  thehoufe  of  commons  here 
would  infallibly,  after  the   example    of  that   in  En- 
gland  (who  now  begin  to  infpect  his  Majefty's  re- 
venue, and  pretend  to  direct  how  it  fhould  be  dif- 
pofed,  before  they  grve  any   money)  require   an  ac- 
count of  his  lordfhip's  undertakings  ;  and  this,    I  am 
certain,  the   wit  of  man  could  not  prevent  ;   but  if 
this  propofal  of  calling  a  parliament  in  fuch  a  hurry, 
be  only  a  block   caft    in    the  way,  that  I  may   not 
fpeak  with  his  Majefty,  I  hope  his  Majefty  would  be 
pleafed  to  confider,  whether  he  hath  not  fome  times 
already  been  in  danger  to  be  led  out  of  the  way  upon 
wrong  fuggeftions  ;  witnefs  the  commiilion  intended 

laft 
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laft  fummer  for  the  earl  of  Orrery,  and  that  upon 
thefe  occafions  I  have  ever  a£fced  with  truth  ;  and  that  if 
he  pleafes  to  admit  me  to  his  prefence,  he  fhall  know 
the  whole  Hate  of  this  kingdom  5  and  I  will  tell  him 
nothing  but  what  I  will  juftify  to  the  face  of  any  man 
whatfoever.  Yet,  fhould  it  be  thought  unfit  for  me 
to  come,  I  fhall  then  write  my  mind  plainly  and 
clearly,  not  valuing  my  employment,  or  any  thing 
in  the  world  equal  to  the  proving  myfelf  an  entire 
honeft  man.  By  a  letter  out  of  the  country  from 
.one  Mr.  Thompfon,  a  Scotch  minifter,  who  has  been 
employed  by  me  on  my  lord  of  Ormond's  recommen- 
dation, as  a  fpy  among  the  prefbyterians,  I  have  this 
account,  which  I  fend  in  the  enclofed  paper  ;  and 
tho'  I  do  not  find  the  man  to  have  any  great  matter 
in  him,  yet  thefe  things  feem  fo  particular  as  to  be 
worthy  your  notice.  If  my  lord  of  Ormond  hath 
not  left  England,  you  may  from  him  be  informed 
how  far  this  man  is  fit  to  be  believed.  Mr.  Har- 
bord  will  offer  you  a  letter  for  his  Majefty's  fignature, 
in  behalf  of  Mr.  Adworth,  who  is  my  clofet  fecre- 
tary,  and  hath  taken  much  pains  with  me ;  and  I 
have  never  had  the  opportunities  to  gratify  him  in 
any  thing.  I  have  fpoken  with  fome  of  the  judges, 
who  conceive  this  propofal  very  reafonable,  and  is 
fuiting  with  the  practice  in  England.  I  fhould  be 
glad  the  forms  might  be  alike  here.  If  the  letter  .is 
once  figned,  and  come  over,  I  fhall,  before  I  pafs 
the  grant,  hear  any  objections  that  may  be  made  to 
it,   tho'  truly  I  can  forefee  none. 

I  am,  with  all  fincerity  imaginable^ 
Your  moft  faithful, 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
There 
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There  is  an  appointment  of  many  of  the  difcon- 
tented  people  in  Scotland,  and  others  of  the  northern 
parts  of  England,  to  meet  at  Berwick,  or  fome 
where  very  near  it,  on  the  16th  of  July  next,  there 
to  confult  of  carrying  on  the  common  concern.  No- 
tice is  given  out  of  Scotland  to  the  prefbyterians  in 
Ireland,  that  fix  of  their  minifters  are  newly  gone  to 
London  to  confer  with  their  brethren  there  concern- 
ing the  ordering  of  their  church  :  their  names  Mr. 
Leverftone,  Mr  Hutchinfon,  Mr.  Sterling,  Mr, 
Forchere  Young,  Mr.  Blair,  Mr.  Wache. 


To  the  Lord  Treafurer. 

My  Lord, 

Dublin  Caftle,   June  26,   1675. 

I  Have  lately  received  a  paper  of  objections  to  the 
accounts  of  the  far  vers  here,  which  was  for- 
merly tranfmitied  Co  your  lordfhip  :  and  tho'  it  came 
from  my  lord  Ranelagh,  who  I  am  confident  will  be 
fo  careful  of  your  lordfhip,  as  to  mew  it  you,  as  well 
as  fend  it  to  me  ;  yet  left  any  neglect  of  that  fort 
fhould  happen,  I  thought  it  the  fecureft  way  to 
tranfmit  a  copy  of  them  to  your  lordfhip.  I  am  forry 
they  are  figned  by  no  hand  ;  and  indeed,  it  is  a  very 
unreafonable  thing,  that  a  liberty  mould  be  taken 
by  men  to  afperfe  perfons  of  quality,  and  in  eminent 
place,  and  not  appear  who  they  are  that  do  it.  Much 
of  this  paper  feems  to  be  very  impertinent,  and  not 
at  all  to  the  purpofe.  Some  things  there  are  which 
carry  afperfions  to  myfelf,  and  others  which  can  be 
pointed  at  none  but  your  lordfhip  :  therefore  I  hope 

you 
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you  will  be  pleafed  to  find  out  the  author,  that  when 
1  come  into  England  your  lordfhip  and  myfelf  may 
prepare  for  our  common  defence.  The  letter,  in 
form,  which  I  received  in  relation  to  my  going  into 
England,  and  the  calling  pf  a  parliament  here,  being 
underwritten  by  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry,  I  gave  him 
an  account  of  the  unpracYicahlenefs  thereof;  but  if 
there  were  no  more  than  this  in  it,  that  all  the 
judges  are  in  their  circuits,  and  the  lav/yers  in  their 
bufinefs  in  the  country,  it  makes  the  thing  impoffible, 
in  regard  that  without  their  afliflance  we  cannot  pre- 
pare bills  fit  to  pafs  :  befides,  the  ftraitnefs  of  time 
is  fuch,  that  had  I  never  fo  many  helps,  I  could  not 
go  through  with  the  work.  I  did,  indeed,  in  a  letter 
to  your  lord fhip  of  the  30th  of  November,  mention 
this  fummer  as  probable  to  be  a  feafonable  time  for 
calling  a  palriament  here,  but  faid  nothing  pofitive 
therein ;  and  fending  this  letter  by  my  lord  Rane- 
lagh,  who  knew  that  a  parliament  cannot  be  called 
here  under  fix  months  preparation,  and  hearing 
nothing  further  from  your  lordfhip  at  Chriftmas  laft, 
I  therefore  concluded  that  his  Majefly  had  laid  the 
thoughts  thereof  afide  till  another  year.  One  of  the 
greatelt  matters  in  calling  a  parliament,  to  make  it 
fuccefsful  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  will  be  to  take 
care  of  elections  of  members  into  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons :  and  'tis  not  here  as  in  England,  where  re- 
commendations from  the  court  do  rather  hinder  than 
help  one  to  be  ch.ofen  j  for  if  the  lieutenant  be  a 
man  beloved  and  upon  the  place,  he  may,  with  care, 
make  the  houfe  of  commons  be  almoft  what  he  will. 
Indeed,  I  would  be  very  loth  to  promife  good  fuccefs 
in  a  parliament,  if  I  be  abfent  out  of  the  country 
whilft  the  elections  are  making.  I  find  thofe  of  the 
iRomtfh    perfuafion    in    this    kingdom    very    much 

difturbed 
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difturbed  at  the  noife  of  a  parliament  here  ;  and 
there  is  an  unlucky  ftory  come  over  in  letters  from 
London  (how  true  I  know  not,  for  not  one  word  of 
it  is  in  any  of  mine)  that  my  lord  Conway  and  my 
lord  Ranelagh  have  undertaken  to  his  Majeftyj  if 
there  be  a  parliament,  they  (hall  give  hi:n  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds.  Your  lordfhip,  who  has  fo 
great  experience  in  parliamentary  affairs  or  proceed- 
ings, cannot  but  know  -how  mifchievous  any  fuch 
thing  would  be  for  any  one  to  undertake  ;  and  the 
report  thereof  (though  falfe)  is  enough  to  obstruct 
his  Majefty's  fervice.  I  omit  a  good  deal  more  which 
I  could  fay  upon  this  and  other  fubje&s,  hoping  ere 
long  to  wait  on  your  lordfhip  in  perfon,  where  I  may 
have  the  opportunity  to  difcourfe  with  you  concern- 
ing all  affairs,  and  likewife  to  exprefs  the  fincerit^ 
wherewith  I  am, 

Your   Iordfhip's 

maft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX* 

^cMicoo«<Of*)M*<<e0e*oeoe««»ea«ooooocoooocoojeeoaeB3ooo3»n«>ooe*o««oo*o«eean«eaoooo>gcoee(MOM4» 

To  the  lord  Ranelagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caflle,  June  26,   1675. 

TH  E  exceptions  to  the  accounts  which  your 
lordfhip  formerly  tranfmitted,  I  have  perufed, 
and  do  giv°  you  many  thanks  for  your  kintlnefs  in 
fending  them  over.  You  cannot  do  me  a  greater 
favour  in  any  fort,  than  early  acquainting  me  with 
matters  of  this  nature.  I  am  only  troubled  that  you 
fent  me  not  the   name  of  the   author  -,  but   I  hope 

X  youf 
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your  lordfhip  will  be  diligent  in  the  enquiry  who  it 
\vas  that  framed  them  ;  for  there  being  many  thing* 
therein  which  obliquely  call:  reflections  upon  me,  and 
fOme  Others  which  blcmifh  my  lord  Tfeafurer,  I  hope 
your  lordfhip  will  be  induftfious,  when  two  of  your 
friends  are  concerned,  and  thofe  men  in  eminent 
place,  to  difcover  who  compofed  them,  and  ufe  fuch 
iheans  as  the  perfori  may  not  retract  what  he  has 
iaid  ;  that  fo  when  I  am  in  England,  I  may  have 
the  opportunity  of  clearing  myfelf,  and  my  lord 
Treafurer  likewife  may  vindicate  his  own  honour. 

Yours  of  the  19th  is  alfo  come,  together  with  the 
cnclofed.  I  know  not  what  men  mean  in  raifing 
afperfions  upon  thofe  that  are  here  ;  for  I  was  near 
two  years  in  this  kingdom  before  I  ever  heard  or 
knew  any  thing  of  this  grant  CO  my  lady  Portfmouth. 
The  rlrft  news  that  carne  to  me  was  in  a  letter  from 
one  of  the  Secretaries,  about  half  ot  three  quarters 
Of  a  year  ago,  which  told  me,  that  there  was  a  fuif 
with  one  Hawkins  for  90O0I.  due  to  his  Majefty, 
and  that  (here  had  been  fome  flacknefs  both  in  the 
court  and  King's  council  in  the  profecution  thereof  j 
whereupon  1  fent  for  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Sollicker, 
and  commanded  them  to  profecute  it  with  effe6r,  ;  and 
irlfo  I  told  my  lord  chief  Baron,  that  he  fiiould,' 
without  other  delay  than  what  the  necefTary  forms  of 
law  require,  proceed  fpeedily  to  judgment.  I  heard 
flo  more  of  this  matter  till  fome  months  after  Mr. 
Hawkins  preferred  a  petition  to  the  privy  council, 
complaining  of  a  judgment,  as  I  take  it,  againft  him 
iti  the  Exchequer.  This  petition,  I  think,  we  dif- 
rhiiTed,  fending  it  to  the  judge  to  which  it  properly 
belonged  Hawkins  has  fince  taken  fome  exceptions 
to  the  jurifdi&ion  cf  the  court  of  chancery,  in  the 
exchequer  j  and   being   a   very  clamorous   man,  did 

threaten 
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threaten  to  carry  his  cafe  over  to  the  parliament  iii 
England,  and  petition  the  houfe  of  commons  there, 
is  being  the  benefit  of  Magna  Charta,  and  a 
trial  at  common  iaw.  This,  and  taking  a  little  time 
to  perufe  precedents,  hath>  as  I  am  told,  made  the 
court  a  little  flacker  in  their  proceedings.  By  good 
luck  your  lordfhip's  letters  arrived  on  Thurfday,  the 
term  being  out;  and  my  lord  chief  Baron  preparing 
for  a  journey  to  rthe  Bath.  Had  it  come  three  days 
later,  the  bufinefs  muft  Have  ftayed  till  November 
next  :  but  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  them,  I 
fpoke  with  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  who 
tells  me  they  have  found  two  precedents  in  the  point; 
and  I  hdve  ordered  my  lord  chief  Baron  not  to  ftjr 
out  of  town  till  judgment  be  ^iven  in  the  cafe.  This 
part  of  my  letter  you  may,  if  you  pleafe,  read  to  my 
lady  dutchefs  of  Portfmouth.  'Tis  wrote  in  hafte^ 
having  many  other  difpatches  to  make.     I  am, 

Your  lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  Sir  Hans  Hamilton. 

Sir;  Dublin  Caftle,   June  26,    1675. 

BY  this  lad  packet  I  received  an  order  of  council, 
relating  to  the  concern  of  the  49  officers,  a 
copy  whereof  is  herewith  inclofed,  'whereby  you  will 
underftand  what  effect  my  letters  have  had  in  that 
bufiriefs.     I  have  nothing  to  add;  but  to  defire  you 

X  2  <4 
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to  enquire  of  the  affairs  I  entrufted  you  with,  con- 
cerning the  troops  and  companies  of  the  army  which 
lay  near  you,  and   hope  you  will   not  forget  to  give 
me  a  punctual  account  therein,  who  am, 

Your  molt  faithful  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


?e0K>MOOC0OC«MOCO0*C«tf» 


To  Sir  Henry   Capel. 

Dear  Brother, 

Dublin  Caftle,  Jurie  26,   1675* 

I  HAVE  yours  of  the  19th,  which  advifes  I 
fhould  have  no  coaches  to  attend  me  into  town 
when  I  fhall  come  to  London,  and  that  for  fear  of 
encreafing  the  jealoufy  which  fome  caufelefsly  have 
of  my  coming.  My  lord  Conway  long  ago,  in  dif- 
courfevtold,  me,  that  the  ufual  cuftom  was,  when 
the  lieutenant  of  Ireland  came  to  town,  that  his 
Majefty  did  fend  one  of  his  own  coaches  the  laft  day 
to  bring  him  in.  My  directions  to  Mr.  Godolphin 
was,  that  he  fhould  enquire  what  was  cuftomary, 
and  that  I  defired  the  fame  fhould  be  done.  For 
my  own  part,  I  think  the  afFe&ing  any  thing  extra- 
ordinary, either  of  fplendor,  or  the  forbidding  that 
which  is  the  common  practice,  will  (hew  an  arro- 
gance in  any  man,  and  confequently  increafe  the 
fufpicions  which  men  of  this  age  are  fo  apt  to  create ; 
and  therefore  I  am  ftill  of  the  fame  opinion,  that 
the  ordinary  cuftom  fhould  be  kept,  and  nothing 
more  or  lefs  done  than  it,  which  is  all  I  have  to  fay 
upon  this  fubject,  who  am, 

Your  moft  affectionate  brother, 

E  S  S  E  Xi 


Pray 
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Pray  let  me  have  a  good  perriwig  made  againft  I 
come,  and,  if  you  will,  a  plain  fuit  of  ft u ff  cl oaths, 
in  the  fafhion,  with  black  ribbons,  -to  meet  mc  at 
the  laft  day's  journey. 

To  Mr.  Harbord. 

Dublin  Caftle,  June  26,   1675. 
Mr.  Harbord, 

I  Received  yours  of  the  19th.  The  Norwich  fri- 
gate, commanded  by  captain  London,  being  in 
this  harbour,  I  intended  mould  carry  me  over,  when 
I  went  for  England,  and  a  day  or  two  after  I  had 
told  captain  London  thereof,  there  came  an  order  out 
of  England,  that  he  mould  attend  my  lord  of  Orrery 
at  Minehead  ;  but  the  Monmouth  yatch,  fent  out 
of  England,  being  juir.  arrived  at  this  port,  I  thought 
it  would  not  be  difagreeable  to  his  Majefty's  pleafure, 
that  I  fhould  take  my  choice,  and  my  lord  of  Qrrery 
have  the  other  vefTel.  Captain  London  being  the  very 
fame  man  who  brought  me  hither  at  my  firft  coming, 
I  have  refolved  to  take  him,  and  have  ordered  the 
yatch  forthwith  to  fet  fail,  and  wait  on  my  lord  of 
Orrery  at  Minehead.  Thus  much  it  may  be  neceflary 
for  you  to  let  his  Majefty  know,  that  captain  London 
may  bear  no  blame.  There  is  a  letter  inciofed  t« 
behalf  of  Mr.  Aldworth,  which  I  look  upon  as  a 
reafonable  thing,  and  you  well  know,  that  I  have 
hitherto  been  able  to  do  nothing  for  him  -y  therefore 
I  would  have  you  get  it  difpatch'd.  Having  nothing 
further,  I  remain, 

Your  moft  affe&ionate  friend, 

ESSEX. 

X  3  Right 
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Right  Trufty,  &c. 

WHEREAS    the    employment    of  drawing, 
writing,  preparing,  and  engroffing,  all   ancj 
every  the  writs  of  fubpcenax  ifluing,  or  to   be  iffiied 
put  of  the   high  court  of  chanceTy,  in  our  kingdom 
of  Ireland,    under   the   great   feal   thereof,    as    well 
writs  of  fubpcena  ad  comparendum,  and  writs  of  fubpcena 
ad  teftijicandum%2&  all  other  writs  of  fubpcena,  of  what; 
nature,    name,    condition,    quality,    or  kind   what- 
foever,  ifluing,    or  to    be   ifiued,   ou{   of  our  high 
court  of  chancery  aforefaid,  either  at  the  fuit  of  us, 
our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  or  any  of  our  liege  fubje£te 
whatfoever,  is   at   prefent  executed   by   perfons   not 
efpecially  nominated  or  appointed  by   us   thereunto, 
or  having  our  letters  patent  for  the   fame  ;    and   we 
taking  the  faid  matter  into  our  princely  confideration, 
have  thought  fit,  that  the  faid  employment  of  writ- 
ing, preparing,  and  ingrofling   all  writs  of  fubpcena 
aforefaid,    fhould    be    erecled    and   created,    into   an 
office,  as   is  already  eftablifhed  in  our  high  court  of 
chancery,  in   our    kingdom   of  England,  to  be  held 
and  executed  by  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  to  whom  we, 
our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  fhall    gracioufly    pleafe    to 
grant  the  fame  ;   and  accordingly  our   will  and  plea- 
sure is,  that  you  do  with  the   advice  of  our  council, 
learned  in  the   law,  caufe   efTecluaJ  letters  patent  to 
be  pafled  under  the  great  feal  of  that  our  kingdom  of 
Ireland,   for  erecting   and  creating  the  faid  employ- 
ment into  an  office,  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  the 
Subpaena-ofticz,  in  our  high  court  of  chancery,  in  our 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  to  be  exercifed  and  enjoyed 
by  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  we  fhall  think  fit   to  no- 
minate  or    appoint   thereunto  :  and    we  being  well 
fatisfied  of  the  integrity  of  our  well  beloved  fubjeft, 

Richard 
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Richard  Aldworth,  efq;  and  his  abilities  for  the 
execution  and  difcharge  of  the  faid  office-,  our  further 
will  and  pleafure  is,  that  in  the  faid  letters  patent, 
you  caufe  a  grant  from  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs, 
to  be  made  of  the  faid  office,  to  the  faid  Richard 
Aldworth,  to  be  held,  executed,  and  enjoyed,  by 
him,  the  faid  Richard  Aldworth,  or  his  fuflcient 
deputy,  during  his  natural  life,  together  with  all 
fuch  fees,  profits,  and  perquifites,  and  emoluments, 
as  now  are,  or  at  any  time  heretofore  have  bee  1 
■ufually  taken  and  received  by  any  perfon  or  perfon* 
for  the  drawing,  writing,  and  preparing,  the  writs 
of  fubpaena  aforementioned  ;  and  in  the  faid  ietters 
patent  you  are  alfo  to  caufe  a  claufe  to  be  infcrted, 
frri&ly  prohibiting  and  enjoining  our  cleric  of  the 
Hanaper,  and  all  other  our  officers  of  our  high  court 
of  Chancery,  in  our  kingdom  of  Ireland,  that  they 
do  not  deliver,  or  caufe  to  be  delivered,  out  to  any 
perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  any  of  the  writs  of 
fubpoena  before  mentioned,  fave  only  fuch  as  (hall  be 
prepared  and  iffued  by  the  faid  Richard  Aldworth,  or 
his  deputy  ;  and  that  no  fuch  writs  o$ fubpcena  afore  - 
faid,  (hall  he  admitted,  deemed,  or  taken,  as  good 
and  authentick,  after  the  date  of  our  faid  letters 
patent,  but  fuch  only  as  are  written  and  attofted  by 
him  the  faid  Richard  Aldworth,  or  his  deputy  ;  any 
life,  cuftom,  ftatute,  or  provifion,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding  :  inferting  likewife  all  fuch  beneficial 
claufes,  and  non  ob/iantes9  as  are  ufual  in  grants  of 
like  nature,  and  may  render  this  our  intended  grace 
and  favour  to  him  the  faid  Richard  Aldworth,  in 
law,  good  and  effe&ually.  And  for  fo  doine,  &c. 
Criven,  &c, 

x  4  To 
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Te>  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  29,  1675. 

WITH  much  fatisfaclion  have  I  received  yours 
of  the  22d  inftant,  which  brings  me  his 
Majefty's  confent  to  attend  him  forthwith  ;  I  give 
you  many  thanks  for  your  care  in  this  bufinefs,  and 
the  continual  watchfulnefs  you  have  ufed,  upon  all 
opportunities,  to  acquaint  his  Majefty  with  the  truth 
of  things. 

I  have  ordered  my  coaches  and  horfes  immediately 
to  be  put  on  fnip  board  ;  the  next  week  I  fhall  crofs 
the  feas  myfelf,  and  haften  what  I  can  to  London. 
Your  letter  came  to  me  but  an  hour  ago,  and  this 
being  the  night  for  the  poft  to  go,  and  having  nothing 
further  material  to  add,  I  fhall  conclude  .with  the 
afTurance  of  my  being  unfeignedly. 

Your  mod 

faithfv^l  humble  fervant^ 

ESSEX. 


To  Mr.  Godolphin. 

Dublin  Cattle,   June  29,  1675. 
Mr.  Godolphin, 

TOgether  with  yours  of  the  24th,  I  received 
one  from  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  of  the  fame 
date,  upon  which,  without  further  hefitation  or 
delay,  I  can  adventure  to  begin  my  journey,  and  in- 
order  thereunto,  I  fhall  forthwith  (hip   my  coaches 

for 
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for  Chefter,  intending  to  be  on  board  myfelf,  on 
Thurfday  July  the  8th  :  I  fhall  make  as  quick  a  dif- 
patch  upon  the  road,  to  be  at  London  or  Windfor, 
which  of  the  two  the  court  is  at,  as  my  coach,  and 
the  company  that  is  with  me,  will  permit.  You 
will  take  care  that  I  be  not  unprovided  of  lodgings 
either  at  London  or  Wind  for,  a$  occafion  mail  re- 
quire. I  am  very  forry  we  cannot  be  certain  what 
my  lord  treasurer's  intentions  are,  for  were  I  fure  he 
would  be  at  the  Bath,  I  would  not  fail  to  go  Milfpr.d 
way,  tho'  fomewhat  out  of  the  common  road,  and  an 
inconvenient  journey  from  hence;  but  you  telling  me 
that  his  lordfhip's  remove  depends  upon  the  King's 
going  to  Wjndfor,  and  that  both  by  yours,  and 
others  letters,  feeming  very  doubtful,  I  have  refolved 
of  this  nearer  way  by  Chefter,  and  hope  to  reach 
London  pofitively  before  my  lord  treafurer  goes  to 
the  Bath,  tho'  he  fhould  intend  that  journey  ;  pray 
make  my  compliments  to  my  lord  treafurer  upon  this 
fubje£t. 

The  laft  week  I  told  my  brother  Fenry,  that  at 
my  coming  to  town,  I  did  not  defire  any  ceremony, 
more  than  is  ufual ;  and  truly  that  which  is  cuftomary, 
I  conceive  to  be  the  propereft,  and  will  fhew  leaft  of 
defign  in  my  coming,  therefore  you  may  difco.urfe 
with  hjm  about  it,  fo  as  no  more  or  lefs  than  the 
ordinary  practice  may  be  obferved.  I  have  enclofed 
a  news  letter,  which  gives  notice  of  a  parliament  on 
the  firft  of  September,  as  alfo  of  my  going  over 
about  my  own  private  bufinefs  ;  as  for  the  letter, 
you  know  how  little  truth  is  in  it,  and  even  the 
report  of  the  former,  before  the  confirmation  by  this 
letter,  has  fet  all  perfons  at  work,  to  make  parties 
for  elections,  fo  as  I  cannot  but  fay,  whoever  was 
the  author  and  contriver  of  fo  precipitate  a  calling  of 

a  par- 
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a  parliament  here,  and  likewife  giving  fuch  publick 
warning  thereof,  could  defign  no  other,  than  that 
his  Majefty's  bufinefs  fhould  fail  in  my  hands  5 
whenever  a  parliament  is  ferioufly  refolved,  there 
muft  of  necefllty  be  fix  months  time  allowed  for 
preparing  bills,  &c.  as  I  have  already  told  you,  and 
befides,  the  lieutenant  muft  privately  know  the  King's 
mind  before  it  be  divulged,  that  fo  he  may  fpealc 
with  perfons  of  intereft,  and  conftder  with  them 
how  to  have  elections  made  of  honeft  men,  and 
fuch  as  are  well  affected  to  his  Majefty's  fervice :  jf 
jhefe  meafures  will  be  obferved  with  good  caution,  I 
make  no  doubt,  but  I  may  another  year  with  good 
effe&  fee  a  parliament  convened.  Let  Mr.  Harbord 
know  that  I  have  his  of  the  22d,  and  tell  him  the 
time  when  I  fet  out ;  pray  keep  private  toyourfelf  the 
notice  I  give  you?  that  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  has, 
fent  new  orders  in  relation  to  my  going  over, 

J  am, 

Your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

ESSEX. 


To  Mr.  Thinne. 

Sir,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  29,  1675. 

YOURS  of  the  22d  arrived  here,  together 
with  the  notice  from  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry,, 
and  (as  you  fay)  from  no  man  elfe,  that  I  have 
liberty  to  come  over ;  I  am  getting  out  as  faft  as  I  can, 
and  hope  no  countermand  will  be  fent  to  require  my 
flay,  when   I  ihall   be  on  the  place,  which  I  hope 
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will  b©  fpeedily  ;  I  queftion  not  but  my  journey  will 
be  very  fatisfa&ory  to  his  Majefty,  and  then  I  {hall 
have  the  opportunity  to  acknowledge  yeur  care  and 
induftry  in  relation  to  all  bufmefs  of  this  country, 
and  remain. 

Your  moft  afFe-clionate 

and  faithful  feryant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Earl  of  Anglefey. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,    June   29,   1675. 

YOURS  of  the  22d  of  June  came  to  my  hand 
this  day,  wherein  you  mention  the  concern  of 
the  lapfed  money.  Your  lordfhip  who  undsrftands  the 
affairs  of  this  kingdom  perfectly,  cannot  but  know 
that  feveral  queftions  will  arile  in  the  equal  distribu- 
tion of  a  tax  of  this  nature,  but  1  do  allure  your 
lordfhip,  I  have  never  raifed  any  unnecefTary  difficul- 
ties, and  Dr,  Hall  who  follicits  his  bufinefs  in  my 
lord  of  Orrery's  behalf,  can  witnefs,  that  I  have 
given  him  all  the  due  dilpatch  he  could  deftre,  which 
I  fhall  continue  to  do  fo  long  as  I  flay  here,  and  in 
my  abfence,  I  prefume  my  lords  juftices  may  go  on 
in  the  fame  manner  as  if  I  were  prefent. 

My  journey  I  (hall  begin  this  next  week,  fo  as 
hoping  to  fee  your  lordfhip  fpeedily,  I  need  add  no 
more,  remaining  with  perfect  truth, 


Your  Lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
To 
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To  the  lord  Ranclagh. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Gaftle,  June  29,  1675, 

THE  court  of  exchequer  have  yefterday  given 
judgment  againft  Hawkins  of  this  town,  fo 
as  I  prefume  all  the  reft  who  are  interefted  in  the 
mean  profits  of  land,  fet  out,  for  Englifh  arrears  and 
doubling  ordnance  money  will  come  in,  and  not 
ftand  any  further  trial  ;  his  Majefty's  letter  impowers 
me  to  make  compofitions  and  agreements  with  the 
parties  concerned,  which  I  fhall  do  to  the  beft  ad- 
vantage I  can,  but  my  journey  into  England  being 
fo  near  as  the  next  week,  I  fear  I  fhall  myfelf  dis- 
patch little  of  this  bufinefs,  yet  when  I  go,  I  fhall 
leave  this  affair  in  fafe  hands,  to  treat  with  perfons, 
but  not  to  conclude  without  my  fpecial  directions. 

I  am,  your  lordfhip's 
moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  the  lord  Aungier. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  29,    1675. 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  22d,  and  give  your 
lordfhip  thanks  for  the  intelligences  you  therein 
fend  me  ;  I  am  juft  preparing  for  my  journey,  which 
I  will  haften  with  all  the  fpeed  I  can,  and  therefore 
have  nothing  to  add,  but  to  defire  the  continuance 
•f  your  kindnefs  to 

Your  lordfhip's  moll 

faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  earl  of  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  London,  July  24th,    1675. 

ON  Wednefday  laft,  I  had  the  fatisfa&ion  of  a 
letter  from  your  lordfhip  ;  I  am  forry  it  was 
my  misfortune  to  arrive  after  you  left  the  court,  and 
I  fear  I  mall  not  ftay  long  enough  to  fee  your  lord- 
fhip, at  your  return  ;  but  wherever  I  am,  your  lord- 
fhip may  afTure  yourfelf  of  all  real  and  faithful  fer- 
vices,  which  to  the  utmofl  of  my  power  can  be  per- 
formed to  you,  and  I  fhall  never  forget  the  obliga- 
tions which  your  lordihip  has  been  pleafed  to  place 
upon  me. 

The  money  in  queftion  between  your  lordfhip  and 
my  lord  Ranelagh  muft  be  determined  before  I  go 
back  ;  it  may  perhaps  be  a  queftion,  whether  the 
King  will  have  the  benefit  of  this  1250  L  or  permit 

your 


334  LETTERS     OF 

your  lordfhip  to  receive  it,  and  for  this  your  lordfhip 
has  his  Majefty's  letter;  but  I  do  hot,  if  I  rightly  ap- 
prehend the  cafe,  fee  how  my  lord  Ranelagh  cari 
avoid  the  payment  of  it  :  having  nothing  further  to 
add,  I  defire  your  lordfhip  will  continue  the  belief 
and  efteem  of  me,  as  being 

Your  lordfhip's   moft  faithful, 
and  moft  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Lords  Juftices. 

My  Lords,  London,   July  27th,    1675. 

I  Have  received  yoUr  lordfhips  of  the  14th  inftant, 
together  with  the  papers  enclofed,  concerning 
Mr.  Nugent  ;  the  matter,  as  I  conceive,  requires 
no  great  hafte,  and  as  yet  I  have  not  had  leifure  to 
perufe  and  confider  it,  but  fo  fooh  as  I  (hall  get 
time,  I  mall  examine  his  pretenfions,  arid  then  your 
lordfhips  fhall  hear  further  from  me. 

When  the  privy  council  here,  fat  laft,  fome  rules 
were  agreed  fof  the  giving  of  pafles  to  fhips,  and 
becaufe  it  was  conceived  ufeful  to  purfue  the  fame 
method  in  granting  pafTes  for  (hips  in  Ireland,  a  copy 
was  ordered  to  be  fent  me,  the  tranfcript  whereof  is 
here  enclofed,  that  in  cafe  any  fue  for  fuch  paflfes^ 
your  lordfhips  may  be  inftru£ted  in  what  form  to 
grant  them.  As  I  was  writing  this  letter,  another 
from  your  lordfhips  of  the  17th  arrived,  wherein 
you  acquaint  me  with  the  late  proceedings  in  the 
city  of  Dublin  -,  I  am  very  glad  that  Sir  John  Tottie 

and 
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knd  Mr.  Philpot  are  difpatched,  it  being  a  hopeful 
fign  that  the  city  will  at  length  return  to  their  right 
fenfes  again  ;  as  for  the  mayor,  I  did  indeed  recom- 
mend Mr.  Jarvis  as  a  man  of  feme  fpirit  and  refolu- 
fcion,  and  therefore  fit  to  fupply  the  place  at  this 
time  ;  but  if  alderman  Smith,  who  truly  I  did  not 
nominate,  in  regard  he  lives  frequently  out  of  town* 
will  take  it,  he  is  a  man  without  exception,  and  I 
(hould  be  glad  he  had  it  before  any  other,  but  either 
of  them,  I  conceive^  may  do  very  well. 

I  am,  your  lordfhips 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant* 

ESSEX. 


To  fir  Arthur  Forbefe. 

Str,  London,  July  27th,  167$. 

SINCE  rhy  arrival  here,  I  find  all  things  very 
fair  and  clear  towards  me,  and  that  which 
pleafes  me  beft  is,  that  I  perceive  an  inclination  to 
give  me  a  fpeedy  difpatch,  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
found  my  journey  will  be  of  advantage  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fervice.  I  have  fo  little  time  at  my  firft  coming 
to  town,  as  I  can  fay  no  more,  but  conclude  with 
telling  you,  I  am  ever  with  fincerity, 

Your  moft  faithful 

and  affectionate  fervant, 

£  S  S  £  X. 

T# 


/ 
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To  the  lord  Chancellor. 

My  Lord,  London,  July  27th,    1675* 

I  Have  fo  little  time  to  myfelf  now,  upon  entering 
into  affairs  here,  as  I  have  much  ado  to  get  lei- 
sure to  write  any  letters ;  however  that  your  grace 
may  know  how  things  ftand  in  relation  to  myfelf,  I 
can  give  you  this  brief  account ;  my  reception  here 
hath  been  as  kind  as  is  pofiible,  and  that  which  is 
mod  obliging  of  all,  is  the  readinefs  that  I  meet  with 
among  all  his  Majefty's  minifters,  to  give  me  a 
fpeedy  difpatch  ;  we  have  made  fome  entries  at  the 
privy  council,  upon  the  affairs  which  occafioned  my 
journey,  and  by  what  I  can  difcern,  it  will  not  be 
long  ere  I  (hall  conclude  all,  and  return.  Juft  now 
there  is  news  arrived  for  certain,  that  Marfhal 
Turene,  as  be  was  going '  with  a  fmall  party,  to 
view  fome  ground,  was  killed  with  a  cannon  (hot  j 
his  death  as  is  believed,  will  undoubtedly  be  of  great 
confequence  to  affairs  abroad. 

I  am,  your  Grace's  moft 

faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  the  lords  Juftices. 

My  Lords,  London,  July  31,  1675. 

I  Have  acquainted  the  King  with  the  feveral  infor- 
mations you  fent  me,  concerning  the  late  taking 
away  of  a  Dutch  fhip  out  of  the  port  of  Dublin  ; 
his  Majefty  feems  very  fcnfible  of  the  injury,  but 
the  examinations  not  naming  the  fhip,  nor  the  cap- 
tain which  committed  the  facl:,  I  do  a  little  doubt 
how  reparation  can  be  demanded ;  this  affair  will  be 
confidered  here,  and  fome  order  taken  therein. 

I  am,  ypur  lordfhips 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

•Me  oooeeocooooooceooocooocoeococeoooooooooooeooeoooecoo  oooo  oeoo  mommMmo  oooo  ctoo  oooo  oooooe»« 

.     To  the  lords  Juftices. 

My  Lords,  Bath,  Auguft  21,   1675. 

I  Have  received  two  of  your  letters  of  the  10th 
of  Auguft,  in  one  of  them  was  enclofed  a  peti- 
tion of  Jacob  Jedtfes,  concerning  the  fhip  which  was 
lately  taken  by  the  French  privateer  ;  fo  foon  as  I 
wait  upon  the  King,  which  will  be  the  next  week,  I 
fhall  acquaint  him  with  the  matter :  the  other  en- 
clofed a  ftate  of  the  condition  of  Sir  Hugh  Middle- 
ton's  company  :  as  for  fuch  monies  which  he  hath 
taken  upon  impreft,  the  company  muft  be  reimburfed 
it  again,  by  the  commiflioners  of  the  treafury,  there 
being  an  order  long  ago  fent  them,  not  to  impreft 
Y  any 
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any  money,  other  than  the  officers  pay,  unlefs 
warranted  by  myfclf ;  and  if  they  do  venture  to 
impreft  to  the  officers,  it  muft  be  at  their  own  peril  ; 
and  if  any  private  perfons  furnifh  money  or  impreft, 
they  muft  even  take  their  fortune  in  it,  for  the  com- 
pany is  not  to  anfwer  an  impreft  charged  by  the 
captain  ;  when  I  am  at  London,  I  will  hear  what  Sir 
Hugh  Middleton  can  fay  to  the  complaint,  I  mall 
then  alfo  return  your  lordfhips  my  refolution  to  the 
queries  concerning  the  precedence  of  officers,  and 
remain, 

Your  lordfhips 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To  the  lord  Chancellor.  . 

London,  September  n,  1675. 
My  Lord, 

I  Have  fat  fo  long  at  the  treafury  chamber,  con- 
cerning the  future  ordering  of  his  Majefty's  re- 
venue in  Ireland,  as  I  have  fcarce  time  to  write  to 
your  grace  before  the  poft  goes,  and  what  I  fay,  can 
only  be  very  fhort  ;  his  Majefty  has  agreed  for 
putting  the  revenue  in  Mr.  Pitts,  Sir  John  Baber, 
and  Sir  William  Petty's  hands,  &c.  for  nine  years, 
they  are  to  be  in  the  nature  of  managers,  or  com- 
miflioners  of  his  Majefty's  revenue,  but  are  to  enter 
into  good  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  240000I.  per 
tnnum. 

I  have 
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I  have  acquainted  his  Majefty  with  the  French 
captain,  which  you  have  fecured  ;  it  was  impoflible 
to  return  what  his  pleafure  is  upon  this  fubjecl:  to 
day,  his  Majefty  being  fo  full  of  bufinefs  ;  but  by  the 
next  poft  I  mall  tranfmit  it  to  your  grace. 

I  muft  a  little  confider  and  take  fome  advice  about 
the  patent  concerning  Athlone,  which  your  grace 
acquainted  me  with  in  your  particular  letter,  fo  foon 
as  I  have  done  it,  your  grace  fhall  hear  again  from 
me  ;  in  the  mean  time  I  defire  you  would  communi- 
cate this  letter  to  Sir  Arthur  Forbefe,  and  let  hiia 
know  what  hafte  I  am  in  at  prefent,  I  remain, 

Your  Grace's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  lords  Juftices. 

London,  September  14,  1675. 

My  Lords, 

JT  Have  received  your  lordfhips  of  the  4th,  and  fhall 

■*■  willingly    confent   to  the   exchange  of  the  two 

lieutenants  therein  mentioned,  Sir  Richard  Aldworth 

and  captain  Congreve  ;  but  I  hope  I  am    fo  near  my 

journey,    as    there  fhall  not   need  to   be  any   blank 

commiflions  fent  for  them.     His  Majefty  approving 

well  of  your  lordfhips   feizing  the  French  privateer, 

who  lately   gave   fo  much  difturbance  to  the  trade  of 

Dublin,  hath  refolved  to  proceed  againft  the  captain 

according  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  law  \  and  that 

Y  2  vour 
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your  lordfhips  may  know  what  fhall  be  done  in  this 
affair*,  I  have  herewith  enclofed  Mr.  Secretary  Co- 
ventry's letter,  fignifying  his  Majefty's  pleafure, 
which  I  defire  you  will  purfue  fo  foon  as  Sir  Lyonel 
Jenkins  hath  given  his  opinion,  in  what  manner  the 
captain  and  fhip  are  to  be  brought  to  trial  :  your  lord- 
ihip's  (hall  have  notice  what  is  further  to  be  done. 

I  am,  your  lordfhips 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To  the  lords  Juftices. 

London,   September  18,  1675.' 
My  Lords, 

SOME  little  time  before  I  left  Dublin,  I  fent  an 
order  by  confent  of  the  commiffioners  of  the 
treafury,  to  the  farmers  at  Cork-houfe,  requiring 
them  to  keep  in  their  hands  two  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  due  by  patent,  to  the  duke  of  Ormond, 
out  cf  the  quit-rents,  till  they  mould  receive  fome 
further  direction  from  me  ;  this  matter  having  been 
in  debate  here,  my  lord  Ranelagh  has  confented, 
that  it  fhall  be  paid  unto  my  lord  duke  of  Ormond  ; 
there  is  this  circumftance  in  the  cafe  fit  to  acquaint 
your  lordfhips  with,  that  regularly  the  money  ought 
to  have  bei.n  paid  out  of  the  rents  due  at  Lady  day 
laft,  but  for  the  convenience  of  the  undertaking  I 
transferred  it  to  the  quarter  due  at  Midfummer ; 
therefore  your  lordfhips  may  be  pleafed  to  direcl  your 

order 
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order  accordingly,   that  his    grace  may   receive   the 
benefit  of  his  patent. 

I  am, 

Your  lord  mips 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  Sir  Arthur  Forbefe. 

Sir,  London,  September  25,  1675. 

THERE  hath  happened  a  thing  of  fome  impor- 
tance here,  which  in  regard  it  relates  to  Ire- 
land, and  fome  perfons  may  officioufly  write  over, 
and  perhaps  in  fuch  terms  as  may  be  to  the  difadvan- 
tage  of  a  great  perfon  here,  who  hath  appeared  much 
my  friend,  and  done  me  feveral  good  offices  ;  I 
conceive  it  may  not  be  amifs,  that  yourfelf,  for  whom 
I  have  a  moft  particular  efteem,  do  know  the  truth, 
that  fo  you  may  do  right  to  the  perfon  concerned,  in 
cafe  any  thing  be  ftirred  to  his  prejudice. 

On  Thurfday  Mr.  Pitts,  comptroller  to  the  duke, 
being  called  to  the  committee  appoiated  by  his  Ma- 
jefty,  to  confider  of  the  propofals  for  the  new  farm, 
he  behaved  himfelf  in  fo  unhandfome  a  manner,  as  I 
have  never  feen  the  like,  fpeaking  in  moft  rude  and 
indecent  terms  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  and  my 
lord  treafurer,  and  to  the  latter  with  moft  unworthy 
reflections ;  on  Friday  he  was  called  again,  the  King 
himfelf  being  prefent,  where  he  behaved  himfelf  ftill 
worfe  than  before,  and  being  prefTed  to  explain  what 
he  meant  by  the  word  directed  to  my  lord  treafurer, 
he  faid,  that  which  he  had  to  offer,  was  upon  the 
Y  3  collections 
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collections  he  had  made  by  that  which  he  had  heard 
from  others  ;  and  being  further  urged  to  fpeak  out, 
and  tell  the  fubftance  of  what  he  had  to  object,  after 
many  fhiftings,  he  faid,  that  my  lord  treafurer  had 
an  underftanding  with  fome  of  thofe  who  treated  for 
the  farm.  My  lord  treafurer  behaved  himfelf  very 
worthily  on  the  occafion,  and  the  other  rather  like  a 
mad  man,  than  one  who  underftood  what  he  at- 
tempted ;  his  Majefty  hath  appointed  to-morrow  in 
the  afternoon  to  hear  the  bufinefs  ;  I  am  confident 
fome  by  ends  have  provoked  Mr.  Pitts  to  do  what  he 
hath  done,  and  'tis  fit  he  mould  fmart  feverely  for  it, 
if  he  fail  (which  1  have  good  grounds  to  believe  he 
will  do)  in  his  proof :  'tis  late,  and  therefore  I  give 
you  this  imperfect  account,  to  avoid  mifinformation. 
I  am,  Your  moft  affectionate 

and  moft  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To   the  Lords  Juftices. 

My  Lords,  London,  Sept.  28,  1675. 

ID  O  herewith  fend  your  lordfhips  a  copy  of  my 
orders  concerning  the  removal  of  the  forces  out 
of  the  North,  which  you  may  pleafe  to  put  in  exe- 
cution, and  place  them  in  fuch  quarters  as  you  judge 
moft  convenient.  Here  is  alfo  a  petition  of  Mr. 
Dempfey,  which  hath  been  {hewn  his  Majefty,  who 
being  informed  that  the  Governors  on  the  place  have 
always  power  to  pardon,  his  Majefty  did  not  think 
fit  to  interpofe  by  letter  ;  wherefore  you  may  pleafe 
to  enquire  how  the  matter  goes  upon  the  trial,  in 
cafe  it  happens  to  be  before  my  arrival  \  and  if  it  ap- 
pears as  'tis  ftated  in  the  petition,  he  may  feem  a  pro- 
per object  of  mercye  I  have 
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I  have  received  your  lordfhips  of  the  21ft  inftant, 
and  do  well  approve  of  that  care  you  have  taken  for 
the  pay  due  to  the  northern  forces.  As  to  the 
lieutenant  and  boatfwain  of  the  French  fhip,  I  do 
conceive  his  Majefty's  intention  was  not  to  detain 
either  of  them,  but  only  the  commander  himfelf, 
they  being  to  obey  his  orders  :  however,  not  having 
time  to  know  his  Majefty's  pleafure,  I  muft  refpite 
the  faying  any  thing  therein  pofitively  'till  the  next 
poft.  The  farm  was  on  Sunday  laft  quite  concluded 
with  Sir  William  Petty,  Sir  James  Shean,  &c.  Mr. 
Pitts  and  Sir  John  Baber  are  gone  out,  and  Mr.  Hill 
and  one  Mr.  Rider,  reputed  a  wealthy  man,  are  come 
into  their  places.  This  being  done,  and  -my  in- 
structions already  figned,  and  feveral  other  things 
difpatched,  I  hope  to  begin  my  journey  very  fud- 
denly,  and  do  therefore  defire  your  Lordfhips  will  be 
pleafed  to  order  the  yatch  and  dogger  boats  to  attend 
me  at  Holyhead  on  the  17th  of   October.      I  am, 

Your  Lordfhips 

moft  faithful  humble  fervanr, 

ESSEX. 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

My  Lord..,  London,   Ocl:.  2,   1675. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Grace's  of  the  21ft  of  Sep- 
tember, and    do    fully   agree   with  you   in  your 
opinion  concerning  the  farm  :  for  'tis  almoft  impof- 
iihk  for  his  Majefty'6  council  at  law  here  to  know 
Y  4  and 
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and  underftand  all  the  little  intrigues  relating  to  his 
revenue  of  that  kingdom  of  Ireland  ;  and  I  am  con- 
fident, that  as  my  being  on  the  place  hath  been  of 
fome  advantage  to  his  Majefty  in  the  fetting  of  the 
farm,  the  affiftance  of  Sir  John  Temple,  his  Majefty's 
follicitor  for  that  kingdom,  will   be  of  great  ufe  to 
the  attorney-general  here  in  drawing  the  covenants  -y 
and   the    attorney   himfelf,   who    is    as   worthy  and 
knowing  a  perfon  as  I  have  ever  met  with,  is  fuffici- 
ently  fenfible  thereof.     I  am  very  defirous  this  bufi- 
nefs  mould  be  perfected  before  I  ftir  5  and,  indeed,  I 
hope  it  will  be  fo,  and  that  I  fhall  be  able  to  begin 
my    journey   about   Tuefday    or   Wednefday    come 
fe'nnight,  at  leaft  within  a  day  or  two  of  that  time. 
Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  hath  given   his  opinion   to   his 
Majefty  concerning   the  French  captain  Chelin,  and 
by  the  next  I  fhall  fend  your  Grace   and  Sir  Arthur 
Forbefe  a  copy  thereof,  together  with   his  Majefty's 
order  concerning  the  trial  of  him,  as  alfo  a  direction 
what  fhall  be  done  with  the  lieutenant  and  boatfwain, 
who  are  yet  detained  prifoners.     Having  nothing  fur- 
ther to  add,  I  remain, 

Your  Grace's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 


ESSEX. 


T« 
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To  Sir  Arthur  Forbefe. 

Sir,  London,   Oft.  2,    1675. 

I  HAVE  received  yours  of  the  21ft  of  September, 
together  with  the  letter  of  intelligence  out  of 
Scotland,  of  which  his  Majefty  has  been  made  ac- 
quainted. Several  of  the  like  accounts  have  come 
from  thence  hither,  and  I  found  my  lord  duke  of 
Lauderdale  knew  of  that  lord's  being  in  Ireland, 
which  you  name  in  your  letter.  Having  made  it 
known  to  his  Majefty,  I  have  no  further  to  do  with 
the  affairs  of  that  country  ;  but  I  perceive  that  they 
are  pretty  confident  here,  that  tho*  many  are  difcon- 
tented  in  Scotland,  yet  matterr,  will  end  well. 

I  have  written  b)  rhis  packet  to  my  lord  Chan- 
cellor, and  have  faid  fomething  concerning  the  French 
captain,  which,  prefuming  his  will  tell  you,  I  fhall 
add  no  more,    remaining  with  perfect  truth, 

Your  moft  affectionate 

and  faithful  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

•OMceoteeoeooooooooooeo  oocooooe  oooooom  0000  oeeosoMMOoooooooosaoeaoooooflooooeoooMPOMeooe  mm 

To  the  Lords  Juftices. 

London,  Oct.  26,  1675. 
My  Lords, 

I  HAVE  received  your  Lordfhips  of  the  20th  in- 
ftant,  and  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  you  have 
found  an  expedient  to  anfwer  the  pay  to  the  northern 
forces,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  remove  into  9ther 
quarters. 

As 
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As  foon  as  the  bargain  was  made  for  new  farming 
the  revenue  of  Ireland,  I  did  move  his  Majefty,  that 
the  whole  advance-money,  being  60000 1.  might  be 
referved  untouched,  to  fupply  fuch  defects  as  would 
appear  at  Chriftmas  next,  on  the  winding  up  of  my 
lord  Ranelagh's  undertaking  ;  it  being  eafy  to  fore- 
fee,  that  confidering  the  defalcations  which  have  been 
allowed  to  the  farmers,  and  the  monies  overpaid  by 
my  lord  Ranelagh,  a  large  proportion  of  the  grow- 
ing pay  on  the  civil  and  military  lilts,  would  then 
remain  unfatisfied,  his  Majefty  having  promifed  that 
this  fum  fhall  be  kept  intire  for  thofe  ufes.  I  de- 
file you  will  ftruggle  it  out  as  well  as  you  can,  in 
the  mean  time,  and  I  do  hope  this  money  will  enable 
us  to  clear  things  reafonably  well,  and  fupport  the 
government  for  the  future,  till  the  new  rents  payable 
do  come  in. 

I  have  herewith  enclofed  the  report  of  Sir  Lionel 
Jenkins,  together  with  the  order  of  the  council,  in 
relation  to  Chelin.  Your  Lordfhips  may  pleafe  to 
make  him  fenfible  of  the  condition  he  is  in,  and 
that  'tis  purely  his  Majefty's  mercy  he  is  not  pro- 
ceeded againft  for  his  life  :  that  therefore  he  mull 
fpeedily  take  care  to  give  fatisfaclion  for  the  loflfes 
thefe  merchants  have  fuftained,  or  otherwife  procefs 
will  go  on  againft  them.  The  order  of  council 
giving  fo  full  directions  in  the  point,  I  need  add 
nothing  more.  Here  is  alfo  enclofed  a  letter  in  be- 
half of  Dr.  Taafe,  for  pafling  a  patent  on  a  certi- 
ficate, which  grant  your  lordfhip  may  be  pleafed  to 
perfeel.  As  for  your  rooms  in  the  cuftom-houfe, 
mentioned  in  your  letter  to  be  pafled  to  the  ufe  of 
.the  lord  Ranelagh  and  future  vice-treafurers,  here  is 
a  perfon  who  claims  them  by  patent,  as  belonging  to 
the  craner's  office  :  yet  I  fhall  not  ftop  them  on  that 

fcore  j 
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fcore  ;  but  the  reafon  why  I  defire  your  Lordfhips 
will  fufpend  it  for  fome  little  time,  is,  left  the  new 
farmers  might,  by  their  agreements,  have  fome  littls 
right'  to  it ;  and  I  fhould  be  loth,  upon  fo  flight  a 
particular,  to  embrace  fo  great  a  bargain.  Within 
a  day  or  two  fome  of  them  may  be  fpoken  with  ;  and 
if  they  have  no  pretentions  to  thefe  rooms,  I  fhall 
by  the  next  leave  your  lordfhips  at  liberty  to  grant 
them  conformable  to  his  Majefty's  letters. 

Here  is  one  Mr.  Gill,  who  hath  petitioned  me  to 
be  excufed  from  being  fheriffof  the  county  of  Down. 
Some  friends  of  his  having  importuned  me  in  the 
thing,  I  defire  your  Lordfhips  will  be  pleafed  not  te 
prick  him  this  year.     I  remain, 

Your  Lordfhips 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To  the  Lords  Juflices, 

London,  Ocl:.  31,  1675. 
My  Lords, 

IH  A  V  E  received  yours  of  the  26th  of  O&ober, 
which  arrived  not  till  Wednefday,  fo  as  the  poft 
was  gone  ere  I  had  it.  I  prefume,  before  this,  orders 
concerning  the  privateer,  which  I  fent  ten  days  or  a 
fortnight  fince,  will  be  come  to  you.  The  new 
farmers,  not  having  as  yet  pafTed  their  patent,  I  can- 
not certainly  prefix  the  time  when  I  fhall  be  going, 
it  being  requifite  that  I  fee  the  matter  fettled  before  I 
ftir.     One  of  my  fervants,  Thomas  Skelton,  is  lately 

deads 
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dead  ;  having  a  frnall  employment,  either  cufromer 
or  colle&or  of  the  port  of  Gal  way,  I  deft  re  your 
lordfhips  will  be  pleafed  to  grant  it  to  Robert  Jones, 
a  very  honeft  man,  and  one  who  hath  ferved  me  fver 
fince  my  coming  into  Ireland,  and  upon  that  account 
I  recommend  him  to  your  lordfhips.  I  am  glad  to 
hear  the  city  of  Dublin  continues  fo  quiet.  Sir  John 
Totty  is  in  town,  and  complaining  perpetually  of  his 
hard  ufage,  but  I  do  not  find  he  is  likely  to  meet  with 
any  countenance  in  this  place  5  fo  as  I  hope  we  fhall 
hereafter  have  no  more  trouble  from  thofe  feditious 
people.  Your  Lordfhips  acquainted  me  with  a  letter 
you  had  received  for  the  granting  fome  rooms  to  the 
vice-treafurer  :  you  may  pleafe  to  pafs  the  patent  fo 
foon  as  you  {hall  think  fit.     I  am. 

Your  Lordfhips 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Lords  Juftices. 

London,  Nov.  6,  1675. 
My  Lords, 

YOUR  Lordfhips  will  herewith  receive  a  letter 
ftgned  by  his  Majefty  for  the  pafling  a  new 
grant  of  his  land  to  the  lord  Fitzharding,  and  for 
the  remittal  of  his  quit-rents.  The  matter  hath  been 
fully  conftdered  by  his  Majefty  here,  and  he  is  re- 
vived the  patent  fhall  pafs  ;  wherefore  your  Lord- 
fhips may  be  pleafed  to  perfect  the  grant  fo  foon  as 

application 
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application  (hall  be  made  to  you  in  my   lord  Fitz- 
harding's  behalf.     I  am, 

Your  Lordfhips 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

The  like  letter  was  fent  to  the  Lords  Juftices  in 
behalf  of  the  lord  Clare  and  lord  Dillon. 

•o«ooooo««eooooooooooooooooooooooo«aooooaoeoooo3oo«ooee9ooeoooeooo»ooooo«980«MOcooaoooooo«t««» 

To  Sir  Arthur  Forbefe. 

Sir,  London,  Nov.  2,  1675. 

IH  A  V  E  received  yours  of  the  27th  laft  paft, 
wherein  you  mention  a  captain  to  be  lately  dead. 
His  Majefty  has  promifed  fo  many,  and  recommended 
divers  of  them  fo  effectually  to  me  for  employments 
of  this  fort,  that  being  on  the  place,  I  intend,  be- 
fore I  difpofe  of  this  command,  to  acquaint  his  Ma- 
jefty therewith. 

The  other  day  my  lord  Ranelagh  alledging,  that  he 
had  already  paid  the  ten  months  arrear  to  the  army, 
had  there  been  any  order  for  the  fo  doing,  and  by  the 
next  poft  appointed  Mr.  Beecher  to  remind  yourfelf 
and  my  lord  Chancellor  to  iflue  fuch  warrants  as  are 
necefiary  in  this  bufinefs,  I  defire  you  would  com- 
municate this  matter  to  my  lord  Chancellor,  that  no 
delay  may  prejudice  the  army  therein.  The  poft 
being  juft  going,  I  can  fay  no  more,  but  that  I  am, 
with  perfect  truth, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To    Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon* 

Sir,  London,  Nov.  12,   1675. 

I  HAVE  perufed  the  draft  of  a  letter  for  the 
granting  of  feveral  quit-rents  to  Sir  William 
Talbot,  and  (hall  only  obferve  this  to  you*  that  the 
1000L  per  annum,  which  his  Majefty  has  referved  to 
himfelf  to  difcharge  as  of  grace,  is  already  difpofed 
of.  I  muft  alfo  tell  you,  that  the  quit-rents  by  this 
letter  intended  to  be  paft,  are  ifluable  out  of  pro- 
teftants  eftates,  which  I  have  ever  thought  incon- 
venient to  be  granted  to  perfons  of  the  Romifh  per- 
fuafion.  This  having  acquainted  you  with,  I  fhall 
humbly  fubmit  to  any  further  declaration  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  pleafure,  who  am, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

E  S  SEX. 


To  the  Lords  Juftices. 

London,  Nov.  12,  1675. 
My  Lords, 

YOUR  Lordfhips  will  herewith  receive  a  lift  of 
fuch  perfons  as  have  letters  for  the  remittal  of 
their  quit-rents  out  of  the  1000 1.  per'  annum,  which 
his  Majefty  hath  referved  power  to  himfelf  to  dif- 
charge, as  of  grace  ;  their  feveral  pretenfions  having 
been  fully  confidered  by  his  Majefty  here,  I  have  al- 
ready recommended  the  pafling  of  fome  of  their  pa- 
tents; and  for  the   reft,  I  defire  your   lordfhips  will 

be 
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be  pleafed  to  difpatch  them  as  they  fhall  come  in 
courfe.     I  am, 

Your  Lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Perfons  who  have  pretenfions  to  be  difcharged  ©f 
quit-rents  out  of  the  ioool.  per  annum. 

Mr.  Fleming  -  •*  £ .  56 
Lord  Fitzharding  -  -  346 
Sir  Philip  Percival  -  80 
Lord  Dillon  -  -  -  455 
Lord  Clare     -     -    -     354 


1290 
Mr.  Legg  hath  a  particular  promife  92  14 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

London,  Nov.  16,  1675. 
My  Lord, 

IH  A  V  E  received  your  lordfhip's  of  the  6th  in- 
ftant,  together  with  two  others  of  the  30th  of 
Oclober  and  2d  of  November,  which  I  ordered  Mr, 
Eeecher  to  acknowledge.  As  for  the  difference  be- 
tween Sir  William  Davis  and  Mr.  ferjeant  Ofborn,  I 
am  not  willing  to  concern  myfelf  in  it  ;  but  me- 
thinks  it  might  better  be  determined  on  the  place, 
either  by  the  King  at  arms,  or  the  judges,  to  whom 

it 
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it  more  properly  belongs.  The  new  farmers  here 
are  going  on  with  their  grants  ;  and  I  hope  in  one 
week  more  that  bufinefs  will  be  perfected ;  which 
done,  I  fuppofe  my  ftay  will  be  but  few  days  longer. 
Having  nothing  further  to  add,  I  remain  with  all 
truth, 


Your  Lordftiip's 
moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 


ESSEX. 


To  the  Lords  Juftice;. 

London,  Nov.  16,   1675. 
My  Lords, 

YOUR  Lordfhips  will  herewith  receive  a  petition 
of  Sir  -Hugh  Middleton,  for  the  taking  off  a 
ftop  which  is  now  upon  his  pay.  I  defire  youi  lord- 
fhips will  be  pleafed  to  confider  his  cafe  ;  and  iho* 
I  am  confident  he  hath  been  much  to  blame  in  ihe 
management  of  this  affair  of  his  company,  ye,  you 
may  be  pleafed  to  fhew  him  fome  favour  in  allowing 
him  fome  of.  his  pay,  he  lying  now  in  a  very  weak 
condition,  and  having,  as  I  believe,  no  other  fupport 
but  his  command,  for  the  maintenance  of  himfelf  and 
his  family, 

I  am  informed,  that  feveral  of  the  foot  companies 
in  Ireland  are  in  great  neceffity  of  clothing,  and  that 
thecommiflioners  of  the  treafury,  when  they  give  out 
their  alignments,  for  the  pay  of  the  army,  and  make 
their  deductions  for  their  cloaths,  yet,  at  the  fame 
time,  they  do  notanfwer  the  money  (o  deducted,  tho* 

they 
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they  charge  it  as  paid  to  the  foldiers.  Your  lor  1- 
ftiips  may  pleafe  to  take  this  matter  into  coniidera- 
tion,  and  to  order  that  the  monies  for  cloathing  the 
army  be  paid  to  the  undertakers,  by  fuch  equal 
proportions,  as  it  becomes  due,  and  as  the  com- 
miflioners  of  the  treafury  difcount  it  for  the  fame. 
His  Majefty  formerly  figned  a  letter  for  the  granting 
Sir  Henry  Howard  all  the  forfeited  lands,  goods,  &c. 

of  one Wibrance  a  merchant  in  Dublin.     I 

defire  your  Lordfhips  would  give  fuch  directions 
therein  as  you  find  convenient.  I  hope  now  to  be 
difpatched  within  a  fortnight,  and  by  the  next  I  may 
tell  your  Lordfhips  the  day  I  defign  to  begin  my 
journey.     I  am, 

Your  Lordfhips 

moil  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  Sir  Arthur  Forbefe. 

London,  Nov.  16,  1675. 
Sir, 

I  AM  very  forry  to  hear  your  indifpofition  hath 
forced  you  to  go  into  the  country  for  air,  but  I 
hope  this  will  find  you  returned  in  good  health  again. 
Your  letter,  to  pafs  your  patent  for  a  vifcount,  1  have 
herewith  enclofed.  I  had  fent  it  fooner,  but  that 
every  day  hoped  to  be  difpatched,  fo  as  I  might  have 
come  over  and  paffed  it  myfelf.  I  forefee  my  keep- 
Z     •  ing 
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ing  it  fo  long  by  me  hath  hindered  you  of  one  place ; 
for  my  lord  Aungier,  as  I  am  teld,  is  pafling  a  pa- 
tent here  to  be  a  vifcount  ;  and  left  it  fhould  be  more 
to  your  prejudice,  if  I  fhould  detain  it,  I  have  now 
haftened  it  to  you.     I  am, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Earl  of  Ca'rlingford. 

London,  Nov.  23,  1675. 
My  Lord, 

YOUR  lordfhip's  letters  of  the  6th  and  20th  of 
November,  I  am  to  acknowledge.  As  for  my 
lord  Ranelagh's  pretenfions  to  the  arrears  of  quit- 
rents  on  Mr.  White's  land,  ever  fince  they  were  de- 
creed, the  lawyers  where  you  are  can  beft  inform 
you,  upon  the  perafal  of  my  lord  Ranelagh's  con- 
tract ;  but,  for  my  own  part,  I  am  apt  to  think  he 
hath  fome  title  to  them. 

I  fhall  not  fail  in  giving  my  utmofr.  afliftance  to 
his  Majefty  for  the  confidering  your  lordfhip's  condi- 
tion -,  and  if  my  advices  may  prevail,  you  fhall  hot 
be  forgotten  on  the  new  eflablifhment.  'Tis  not 
ftran^e  that  it  fhould  be  written  into  Ireland  that  I 
fhould  not  return,  it  being  the  talk  of  this  town  for 
many  days  ;  but,  I  am  certain,  without  the  leaft 
©round  in  the  world,  his  Majefty  having  commanded 
me  yefterday  to  prepare  Tpeedily  for  my  journey.    For 

the 
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the  little  complaints  which  may  be  made  againft  m^ 
I  do  not  hear  any  of  them  (Hiring ;  nor,  I  am  fure, 
can  they  find  any  thing  material  to  object.  Upon  the 
whole,  I  am  not  at  all  uneafy  at  the  little  ftories  and 
reports  that  fly  abroad  j  and  (hall  always  endeavour 
to  preferve  the  repute  of  an  honed  man  ;  and,  upon 
that  fcore,  I  doubt  not  to  continue  in  your  lordfhip's 
efteem,  which  is  much  valued  by, 

Your  Lordfhip's 

moil  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  Mr.  Sollicitor. 

Sir,  London,  Nov.  23,   1675, 

IH  A  VE  received  yours  of  the  16th  of  Novem- 
ber, and  give  you  thanks  for  the  care  you  have 
taken  to  pqffefk  my  wife  with  the  fa]  (hood  of  thofe 
reports  that  are  lent  over,  which  feem  fo  much  to 
trouble  her  :  indeed,  I  do  believe,  that  the  difqui^t 
which  (he  took  was  the  occafion  of  her  coming  be- 
fore her  time.  As  to  my  return,  I  am  very  certain 
I  (hall,  tho*  fome  here  have  endeavoured  what  they 
could  to  prevent  it.  I  would  be  glad  the  farm  were 
fettled  :  we  think  it  now  pretty  near  ;  and,  I  am 
fure,  the  farmers  have  at  lead  50000 1*  ready  of  their 
advance-money.  After  the  warrant  is  figned,  they 
are  to  pay  down  20000 1.  which  done,  I  (hall  imme- 
diately prepare  to  come  away.     I   have  fo  much  bufi- 

Z  %  nefs, 
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nefs,  that  I  cannot  write  more  at  large  to  you,  how- 
ever, you  may  be  allured,  that  I  am  with  perfect 
truth, 

Your  moil  affectionate  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Lords  Juftices. 

London,  Nov.  23,  1675. 
My  Lords, 

HERE  is  little  now  to  give  you  an  account  of, 
fave  only,  that  the  farm  feems  to  be  very  near 
agreed.  As  foon  as  the  warrant  is  figned,  I  fhall 
immediately  prepare  to  return.  In  your  lordmip's 
letter  of  the  13th,  you  mention  Mr.  Philpot,  who 
{till  continues  unJer  reftraint.  The  crime  for  which 
he  was  committed,  being  the  publifhing  fome  fedi- 
tious  books,  I  conceive  he  has  fuffered  enough  for 
an  offence  of  that  nature,  and,  upon  application,  your 
Lordftiips  may  pleafe  to  difmifs  him.  Your  Lordfhips 
will  herewith  receive  a  letter  in  favour  of  col.  Legg, 
which  you  may  pleafe  to  pafs,  when  his  agent  mall 
follicit  it.      I  am, 

Your  Lordfhips 

moll  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

To 
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To  the  Lords  Juftices. 

London,  Dec.  4,   1675. 
My  Lords, 

IC  A  N  now  tell  you,  that  the  farm  is  concluded, 
the  warrant  for  pafling  the  patent  being  figned. 
The  farmers  were  to  pay  20000 1.  down  this  day, 
and  are  to  pay  iooool.  more  on  the  26th  of  De- 
cember, and  the  30000 1.  being  the  remainder  of  the 
advance-money  upon  fealing  their  patent,  which  is  to 
be  perfected  by  the  20th  of  January  next.  In  the 
mean  time  Chriftmas  drawing  fo  near,  at  which  time 
the  prefent  farm  expiring,  and  confequently  no  of- 
ficers in  power  to  collect  the  revenue,  a  commifilon 
is  ordered  to  be  expedited  forthwith,  for  putting  the 
revenue  into  management,  wherein  there  are  five 
commifiioners  named  on  his  Majefty's  behalf,  and  fix 
en  the  farmers.  Thofe  on  the  King's,  I  propofed  to 
be  Sir  Charles  Meredith  and  Sir  James  Cuff,  who 
are  likewife  to  continue  during  the  whole  time  of 
the  farm,  to  fupervife,  and  I  know  all  things  acted  by 
the  farmers,  as  monies  received,  &c.  The  other  on 
his  Majefty's  part,  are  Capt.  Stone,  Dr.  Ward,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Taylor  :  they  are  not  as  yet  approved 
by  his  Majefty,  but  I  prefume  they  will  be  allowed, 
and  the  commiflion  compleated  on  Monday  next  : 
however,  it  is  neceffary  that  fome  perfons  be  impow- 
ered  immediately  from  Chriftmas  next  to  collect  the 
King's  revenue,  and  therefore  'tis  expedient  a  pro- 
clamation be  ifTued,  authorizing  all  the  collectors  of 
the  prefent  farm  to  proceed  as  his  Majefty's  officers 
from  Chriftmas  next,  to  gather  in  the  revenue.  I 
defire  your  Lordfhips  to  direct  his  Majefty's  council 
Z  3  to 
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to  prepare  a  proclamation  accordingly,  ordering  thefe 
prefent  collectors,  as  his  Majefty's  officers,  to  go 
on  with  their  receipts  from  and  after  Chriftmas,  and 
to  be  entertained  with  the  fame  falaries,  and  on  the 
fame  terms,  and  to  account  in  the  fame  manner  as 
they  have  done,  and  now  do,  for  the  prefent  farmers. 
Upon  Tuefday  next  your  Londfhips  {hall  receive  ad- 
vice from  me  to  ifTue  the  faid  proclamation.  There 
is  a  letter  of  my  lord  Ranelagh  for  granting  the  in- 
heritance of  Athlone  to  him  :  it  refts  in  Mr.  Roger 
Jones's  hands.  I  look  upon  that  place  to  be  of  fuch 
conference,  as  I  was  unwilling  to  pafs  the  Inhe- 
ritance barely  upon  the  King's  letter,  reft  fome 
queftion  might  hereafter  arife  ;  and  therefore  Heiired 
it  might  be  debated  in  council  here,  which  it  was 
yefterday,  and  the  Kiing  then  ordered  it  ihould  be 
done  ;  fo  that  your  Lordihtps  may  pleafe  to  pafs  it 
when  you  think  fit.  I  herewith  fend  you  a  '.petition 
of  one  Mr.  Mandc/ille  ;  your  Lordships  may  perufe, 
and  give  fuch  orders  in  ft  as  you  think  convenient. 
Sir  Philip  Percival's  letter  for  the  remittal  of  his  quit- 
rents,  fent  fome  time  fince,  your  Lordihips  may  ahfo 
pleafe  to  pais,  his  Majefty  having  given  particular 
orders  therein. 

There  is  likewife  a  patent  for  one  Purden,  wrrofe 
!bufinefs  Mr.  Solicitor  underftands  thoroughly  ;  and, 
1  believe,  there  is  no  hazard  in  giving  him  a  new 
grant  :  if  your  Lordfhips,  upon  confidcration,  are 'of 
the  fame  mind,  you  may  pleafe  to  do  it.  Sir  Robert 
Hamilton  is  very  folicitous  for  iool.  more  out  of 
the  Concordat  urn,  as  fecretary  to  the  commiflioners 
of  accounts  and  council  of  trade.  I  know  not  well 
how  thefe  monies  may  be  charged;,  but  I  recommend 

it 
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it  to  your  Lordfhips  to  do  therein,  as  your  ftock  will 
hold  out.     I  am, 

Your  Lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To  the  Lord  Granard. 

London,  Dec.  4,  1675. 
My  Lord, 

YO  U  R  lad  letter  brings  me  very  melancholy 
news  concerning  the  pay  of  the  army,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  flop  which  the  farmers  take  the  liberty 
to  make  upcn  their  rents  and  cuftoms.  We  are 
now  immediately  paying  in  20000 1.  to  the  Foarths 
here,  upon  their  engagements  forthwith  to  fend  orders 
to  ^heir  commiflioners  in  Ireland  to  pay30ocol.  there  ; 
So  as  I  hope  this  defect  will  be  prefently  remedied  :  and 
indeed  it  is  more  than  time  it  mould.  The  perpetual 
trouble  of  folliciting  bufinefs  gives  me  fo  little  time, 
that  I  cannot  write  fo  at  large  to  you  as  I  would  : 
however,  I  deli  re  your  Lordfhip  to  efteem  me,  with 
perfect  truth, 

Your  Lordfhip's 

mojft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
Z4  To 
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To  the  Lords  Juftices. 

London,  Dec.  7,   1675. 

My  Lords, 

IH  A  V  E  received  your  Lordfhips  of  the  30th 
of  November.  The  flop  of  monies  by  the  far- 
mers, cannot  but  put  you  to  many  (freights  in  Ire- 
Ian  d.  I  hope  that  matter  is  come  to  fo  good  a  con- 
clufion  now  between  the  lord  Ranelagh  and  principal 
farmers  here,  a.s  your  Lordfhips  will  find  no  farther 
trouble  therein  :  a  copy  of  the  agreement  is  herewith 
enclcfed,  fo  as  now  the  pay  of  the  army  will  reft 
wholly  upon  the  under:ak.ers.  By  the  laft  I  gave 
your  Lnrdihips  rotice  of  the  necefiity  of  a  procla- 
mation to  be  fpeedily  ifTued,  declaring  the  farmers 
receivers  to  be  the  King's  officers  ;  this  fhould  be 
fueeded  as  foon  as  may  be.  I  have  herewith  fent 
you  a  draft  of  one  to  that  efFecl.  I  defire  your 
Lordfhips  will  let  it  be  perufed  by  his  Majefty's 
learned  council,  but  fuch  additions  and  alterations  as 
are  found  necefTary,  may  be  inferted,  and  the  procla- 
mation immediately  publifhed,  that  no  time  may  be 
loft  therein. 

I  am  nowvwell  allured  that  I  fhall  begin  my  jour- 
ney on  Monday  next,  being  the  13th  inftant,  and 
hope  to  reach  Holyhead  by  the  one  cr  two  and  twen- 
tieth :  wheitfore  1  defire  your  Lordfhips  would  be 
pleafeu  to  order  the  yatch  to  meet  me  there.      I  am. 

Your  Lordfhips 

rnoft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 
To 
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To  the  Lord  Granard. 

London,  Dec.  7,  1675. 
My  Lord, 

IH  A  V  E  received  your  Lordfhip's  of  the  29th  of 
November,  the  molt  part  of  it  difcourfing  of 
the  calling  of  a  parliament  in  Ireland.  I  am  clearly 
of  opinion,  it  would  be  much  for  his  Majefty's  fer- 
vice  ;  and  I  am  confident,  if  right  means  w^re  taken, 
they  would  readily  be  brought  to  grant  his  Majefty 
fo  confiderable  a  fupply,  as  would  fet  all  things  in 
ver-  good  order  in  that  kingdom.  But  the  neceflary 
preparations  to  it  cannot  be  effected  3  and  matters 
are  in  fuch  pnfture  here,  as  make  me  defpair  of  any 
good  to  be  done  by  a  parliament  in  Ireland.  And 
therefore  I  conceive,  till  a  happier  conjuncture,  'tis 
rather  better  to  let  it  alone  than  to  call  one,  and  be 
baffled  in  it. 

I  now  hope  to  be  with  your  Lordfhip  fo  foon,  that 
I  fhall  not  difpofe  of  the  lieutenant's  place  till  I  ar- 
rive, who  am, 

Your  Lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


T# 
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To  the  Lords  Juftices, 

Whitehall,  Dec.  14,  1675. 
My  Lords, 
t  I  ^HE  cammiffioa  for  managing  his  Majcfty's  re- 
\  venue,  with  -the  warrant  thereunto  annexed^ 
containing  the  heads  of  the  agreement  with  the  in- 
tended feigners  thereof,  who  have  already  advance^ 
aooool.  upon  the  fame,  is  this  day  difpatched  from 
hence,  and  fenf  by  Mr.  Edward  <Wigg  and  Mr.  Tho- 
rites Waller,  w>ho  are  two  of  the  coaiiUflioners  therein, 
named.  I  deftre  your  Lordfhips  ito  haften  the  taking 
the  ufual  oaths,  and  fecurity  sof  fuch  of  the  conamif- 
fioners  as  ihall  be  on  the  place,  in  fuch  manner  $s 
was  done  by  the  commiffioners  for  the  late  farmers, 
snd  to  give  what  other  afliftance  and  difpatch  your  Lord- 
fhips mall  chink  'fit,  for.the  effe&ual  carrying  on  of  the 
intentions  thereof;  forafmuch,  as  the  defaults  and  the 
-mifcarriages  which  may 'happen  concerning  the  fame, 
may  tend  to  his  Majefty's  difad vantage,  ,as  well  as  tp 
the  lofs  of  the  intended  farmers. 

I  am,  your  lordfhips 

moll  faithful  humble  fervanr? 

ESSEX. 

•> 

Sir  Charles  Meredith  and  Sir  James  Cuff  are  not 
to  enter  into  the  fecurity,  as  your  Lordfhips  will  find 
by  the  commiflion. 


T« 
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To  the  Lords  Juftjces. 

My  Lords,  London,  Dec  18,    1675. 

YOUR  Lordfhips  of  the  4th  inftant  is  received. 
I  had  begun  my  journey  this  week,  but  that  I 
could  not  get  the  effabliftiment  compleated,  fomc  lit- 
tle qudHons  arising  thereupon.  I  hope,  in  a  day  or 
two  more,  to  get  it  perfected  ;  but  Chriftmas  draw- 
ing fo  near,  I  (hall  ftay  the  holidays  here,  and  afoer 
they  are  over,  fet  forth,  fo  as  to  be  at  the  fea-fide 
before  the  full  moon  in  January.  I  have  enclofed 
copies  of  the  two  petitions  of  Sir  John  Tottie,  toge- 
ther with  tfce  order  of  council  thereupon.  Thefe 
being  read  in  council,  I  made  a  brief  narrative  -to 
his  Majefty  of  our  proceedings  in  the  matter  of  the 
city  of  Dublin.  I  alio  acquainted  his  Majefty  that 
Sir  John  Tottie  and  Mr.  Phrlpot  had  endeavoured  to 
engage  (her iff  Sands,  when  rT&eriff,  to  head  19  cor- 
porations, and  that  Sands  had  delivered  this  upon 
oath  before  the  privy  council  of  Ireland  ;  upon  which 
a  warrant  being  iffued  to  apprehend  Sir  John  Tottie, 
he  fled  into  England.  My  difcourfe  being  ended, 
Sir  John  Tottie  was  heard  what  be  could  fay,  and 
did  not  find  one  privy  council  fpeak  the  lead  word  in 
his  behalf,  but  were  all  unanimous  in  their  confents 
to  the  order.  I  hope  thofe  troublefome  people  will 
•now  be  quiet,  and  the  city,  for  the  future-,  continue 
in  perfect  repofe. 

Sir  Hugh  Middleton   died  fo  very  poor,   that  'my 
freward  was   fain   to  furniih    money   for  his   burial, 
which  I  defire  your  Lordmips  will  diredt  to  be  fatif- 
fled  out  of  Sir  Hugh  Middietori's  pay.      1  am, 
Your  Lordmips 

mod  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 


To 
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To  Sir  William  Temple. 

Sir,  London,  Dec.  21,   1675. 

IH  A  V  E  been  kept  much  longer  than  I  believed 
I  mould  have  been.  That  I  have  not  troubled 
you  (o  often  with  my  letters  is,  becaufe  I  have  no- 
thing to  write  which  is  pleafing  to  me.  The  perfon 
whom  you  engaged  to  my  friendfhip,  hath  not  proved 
fo  faft  to  me  as  I  might  have  expected  ;  and,  indeed, 
your  abfence  hath  been  of  great  difadvantage  to  me 
therein,  there  being  always  two  of  my  ill-willers, 
whom  you  know  well,  and  therefore  I  need  not  name 
them,  who  influence  him  in  all  things  relating  to 
myfelf,  and  the  government  under  my  charge,  which 
caufeth  great  ruggednefs  in  all  that  I  have  to  do. 
The  principal  matter  here  depending  now  is  the  new 
letting  the  farm,  for  which  his  Majefty  in  perfon 
made  a  bargain,  much  againft  the  liking  of  thefe 
men,  and  it  hath  fince  received  feveral  obftructions  ; 
but  I,  thinking  it  my  duty  to  fupport  it,  as  far  as  an 
honeft  man  ought,  there  being  an  agreement,  under 
his  Majefty's  fignature,  have  been  aclive  to  bring 
it  to  a  conclufion,  only  adding  fome  covenants  there- 
unto, which  might  better  his  Majefty's  profits,  and 
prevent  any  inconvenience  to  his  fervice,  in  cafe  a 
failure  mould  happen  when  they  are  pofTefTed  of  the 
revenue.  I  do  not  well  know  what  the  iflue  may  be, 
nor  am  very  folicitous  for  it,  being  confeious  1  have 
performed  my  duty  therein.  However,  this  bufinefs 
hath  detained  me  fome  months,  and  will  yet  keep 
me  three  weeks  longer,  fo  as  after  Chriftmas  I  hope 
to  return  into  Ireland. 

Letters 
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Letters  yefterday  from  Dublin  give  me  an  account 
that  all  your  friends  there  are  well.  I  am,  with  per- 
fect truth  and  reality, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX.. 


«M«»M*e«ooc*Meot«M»c 


To  the  lords  Juftices. 

.  - 

London,  Dec.  21,  1675. 
My  Lords, 

I  HAVE  received  your  Lordmips  of  the  13th  of 
December.  As  to  the  matter  for  making  the 
farmers  receivers  his  Majefty's  officers,  it  was  the 
beft  expedient  I  could  think  of  ;  and  for  the  taking 
fecurity  of  them,  to  anfw.er  fuch  monies  as  fhall  be 
received  after  Chriftmas  next,  muft  be  left  to  your 
care  upon  the  place.  Truly,  I  fear,  the  delay  in 
concluding  this  grant  for  the  farm,  will  be  very  in- 
convenient -9  if  the  bargain  be  compleated,  the 
new  farmers  will  lofe  by  it,  if  otherwife,  his  Ma- 
jefty's  revenue  will  fuffer  ;  but  in  that  ftreight  and 
fhortnefs  of  time,  I  conceive,  no  other  than  employ- 
ing thefe  officers  could  be  done.  The  prefent  far- 
mers here  have  actually  received  15000 1.  and  have, 
as  they  allure  me,  fent  pofitive  orders,  that  payment 
be  made  in  Ireland.  I  mould  be  glad,  before  my  de- 
parture, to  fee  this  new  bargain  either  absolutely  per- 
fected, or  quite  broke  off,  fearing  that  an  incertainty 
in  the  revenue  may  produce  ill  effects  in  the  govern- 
ment. 
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merit.  However,  I  have  not  fcefi  wanting  in  lay- 
ing all  the  inconvenieneies  Mbit  his  Majefty,  and 
offering  fuch  remedies  as  do  occur  to  me*  I  intend, 
God  willing,  to  begin  my  journey  about  the  5th  or 
6th  of  the  next  month,  and  am, 

Your  Lordmips 

moft  faithful  humble  fervantj 

ESSEX, 


»  0000  oc  60  two  ceooeoooocoeoe  00c  eooooooGoooooooeeoocoocoooo  0000  o»ooc<jooooo900»3oocot#«» 


To  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry. 
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Sir,  London,  Dec*  22,   1675. 

Firceiving  that  the  lord  Treafurer  an,d  the  lord 
Ranelagh  do  defign  to  draw  as  much  money  as 
poffible  they  can  from  Ireland,  and  employ^  it  in  En- 
gland, and  fprefeeing  that  this  will  caufe  not  only  a 
ftop  of  two  months  pay  to  the  army  at  Chriftmas, 
but  hazard  the  payment  alfo  of  the  Michaelmas  pay, 
and  bring  divers  other  inconvenieneies  on  that  poor 
country,  and  tho'  I  hope  no.  diforder  will  thence 
enfue,  yet,  in  regard  no  rjerjfbn  is  called  to  thefe  con- 
sultations but  the  lord  Treaf  >-.r,  the  lord  Ranelagh, 
and  rayfelf  (who  have  vigo.roufly,  but  in  vain  oppofed 
all  thefe  advices)  and,  th.t  upon  experience  of  thei.' 
practices,  I  dp  believe  they  will  father  thefe  councils 
upon  me,"  0;- at  Jeaft  fay  that  I  was  confenting,  and 
very  probably  will  endeavour  in  the  army  of  Ireland 
to  divulge  this,  thereby  to  render  me  odious  to  them  : 
I  do  therefore  Jeave  this  letter  with  you,  as  my  intire 
friend,  that  you  may  produce  it  at  fuch  convenient 
time  as  may  ferve  for  my  juftificaticri,  and  as.  an  evi- 
dence 
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dence  that  I  have  not  failed  in  my  duty  towards  the 
King  my  Mafter,  but,  according  to  my  confcience, 
have  counfelled  him  that  which  I  conceived  was  for 
his  profit  and  fervice. 

The  difcreet  ufe  which  I  am  afTured  you  will  make 
f)f  this  and  the  other  paper,  will  eternally  oblige, 
Your  moil  faithful, 

moft  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Mt*oeeooMeoeoooocoooooe«oeoeo90«coeeooefoeeeoeoecooeooeeooooosoeoooeo9eocoe«o»Mo<»o«)oeoeooef«» 

To  the  Lord  Fitzharding. 

London,  Dec.  30,   1675. 
My  Lord, 

I  HA  VE  received  your  lordfhip's  of  the  27th  in- 
ftant,  and  am  very  ready  to  give  my  afliftance  in 
all  your  concerns,  particularly  in  this  of  the  200  1. 
which  I  (hall  not  fail  to  reprefent  as  one  of  the  debts 
his  Majefty  is  to  pay  ;  and  on  the  diftribution  of  the 
money  upon  this  new  farm,  I  fhail  not  be  wanting  to 
urge  your  cafe,  as  in  all  other  things  I  fhall  do  your 
lordfhip  the  beft  fervice  I  can,  being  moft  really, 
•    Your  Lordfhip's 

moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

ESSEX, 


FINIS. 
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